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HISTORY 


Mifs CLhLaARtssA HARLOWE.' 


LETTERL | 
 Mifs Cuarissa Hartowe, Jo Mifs Howe. 


> Luefday Night. 
paeepre THINK myfelf obliged to thank you, 
eFA)G5, my dear Mifs Howe, for your condefcen- 
aye fion, in taking notice of a creature, who 
A® has occafioned you fo much fcandal. 
oer eS I am grieved on this account, as much, 
I verily think, as for the evil itfelf. a 

Tell me—But yet I am afraid to know—what your 
mamma faid. - | oi: 

I long, and yet I dread to be told, what the young 
ladies my companions, now never more, perhaps, to 
be {0, fay of me. as ce 
__ They cannot, however, fay worfe of me than I will 
of myfelf. Self-accufation fhall flow in every line of 
my narrative, where I think I am juftly cenfurable. 

Vox. III, Bo. If 
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If any thing can arife from the account I am going to 
give you, for extenuation of my fault [For that is all 
a perfon can hope for, who cannot excufe herfelf ]» 
I know I may expect it from your friendfhip, tho’ not 
from the charity of any other : Since, by this time, I 
doubt not, every mouth is opened againft me; and all 


that ‘know Clarifla Harlowe, condemn the fugitive 
daughter. 


f 


AF TER I had depofited my letter to you, written 
down to the lafthour, as I may fay, I returned tothe 
Ivy fummer-houfe ; firft taking back my letter from 
the loofe bricks: And there I endeavoured, as cooll 
as my fituation would permit, to recolle@t, and lay to- 
gether, feveral incidents that had paffed between my 
aunt and me; and, comparing them with fome of the 
contents of my coufin Dolly’s letter, I began to hope, 
that I need not be fo very apprehenfive, as I had been, 
of the next Wednefday. And thuslargued-with myfelf.. 

‘ Wednefday cannot poffibly be the day they in- 
tend, altho’, to intimidate me, they may wifh me 
to think it is:—For the fettlements are unfigned : 
Nor have they been offered me to fign. I can choofe 
whether I will, or will not, put my hand to them ;- 
hard as it wil] be to refufe, if my father tender them to 
me.—Befides, Did not my father and mother propofe, 
if I made compulfion neceflary, to.go to my uncle’s 
themfelves, in order to, be out of the way of my 
appeals? Whereas they intend to be prefent on Wed- 
nefday. And, however affecting to me, the thought 
of meeting them, and all my friends, in full affem- 
bly, is, perhaps it is the very thing I ought to with 
for: Since my brother and: fifter had fuch an opinion 
of my interelt in them, that they got me excluded 
© f¥om their prefence, as a meafure which they thought 
f previoufly neceflary to carry on their defigns. 

© Nor have I reafon to doubt, but that (as I had 
¢ before argued with myfclf} I fhall be able to bring 
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over fome of my relations tomy party; and, being 
brought face to face with my brother, that I thall 
expofe his malevolence, and, of confequence, weaken 
his power. a 

‘¢ Then, fuppofing the very worft, challenging the 
minifter, as I fhall challenge him, he will not pre- 


a A A A 


dare'to accept my refufing and ftruggling hand. 
And, finally, if nothing elfe will do, nor procure 
me delay, fon plead fcruples of confcience, and 
even pretend prior obligation ; for, my dear, I have 
given Mr. Lovelace room to hope [as you will fec in 
one of my letters in your hands], that I will be no 
other man’s while he is fingle, and gives me not 
wilful and premeditated caufe of offence againft 
¢ him; and this in order to rein-in his refentments 
© onthe declared animofity of my brother and uncles. 
¢ And as I fhall appeal; or refer my fcruples on this 
© head, to the good Dr. Lewin, it is impoffible but 
© that my mamma and aunt (if nobody elfe) fhould 
© be affeGted with this plea.” 

Revolving curforily thefe things, I congratulated 
myfelf, that I had refolved againft going away with 
Mr. Lovelace. | | 
- I told you, my dear, that I would not fpare myfelf; 
and I enumerate thefe particulars, as an argument to 
condemn the action I have been fo unhappily betrayed 
into. An argument that concludes agatnit me with 
the greater force, as I muft acknowlege, that I was 
apprehenfive, that what my coufin Dolly mentions as 
from Betty and from my fifter, was told Aer, that the 
fhould tell me, in order to make me defperate, and, 
perhaps, to pufh me upon fome fuch ftep zs I have 
been drawn in ta take, as the moft effeCtual means to 
rain me with my father and uncles. Se 

God forgive me, if I judge too hardly of their 
views !— But if I do not, I muft fay, that they laid a 
wicked fnare for me; and that J have becn caucht in 
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fume to proceed: Nor, furely, will Mr. Solmes - 
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it.— And doubly may they triumph, if they zax tri- 
umph, in the ruin of a {ifter, who never wifhed or 
intended hurt to them ! | . :; 

As the above kind of reafoning had leffened my 
apprehenfions as to the Wednefday, it added to thofe 
I had of meeting him—Now, as it feemed, not only the 
neareft, but the heavieft evil; principally, indeed, be- 
caufe neareft ; for little did I dream [foolifh creature 
that I was, and every way befet !] of the event proving — 
what it has proved. I expeéted.a contention with 
him, ’tis true, as he had not my letter: But I thought 
it would be very {trange, as I mentioned in one of m 
former (a), if i who had fo fteadily held out again 
characters fo venerable, againft authorities fo facred, as I 
may fay, when I thought them unreafonably exerted, 
fhould not find myf_lf mere equal to fuch a trial as 
this ; efpecially, as I had fo much reafon to be dif- 
pleafed with him for not having taken away my letter. + 

On what a crifis, on what a point of time, may 
one’s fate depend! Had I had but two hours more to’ 
confider of the matter, and to attend to and improve 
upon thefe new lights, as I may call them — But then, 
perhaps, I might have given him a meeting.— Fool 
that I was, what had I to do, to give him hope, that 
I would perfonally acquaint him with the reafon for 
my. change of mind, if I did change it? tig 

O my dear! an obliging temper is a very dangerous 
temper!— By endeavouring to gratify others, it is 
evermore difobliging itfelf ! 

When the bell rang to call the fervants to dinner, 
Betty came to me, and afked, If I had any commands 
before fhe went to hers; repeating her hint, that fhe 
fhould be employed; adding, that fhe believed it was 
expected, that I fhould not come up till fhe came 
down, or till I faw my aunt or Mifs Hervey. | 

T afked her fome queftions.about the cafcade, which 
had been out of order, and lately mended; and ex- 

i prefled 
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preffed a curiofity to fee how it played, in order to in- 
duce her [How cunning to cheat myfelf, as it proved ! ] 
to go thither, if fhe found me not where fhe left me; 
it being at a part of the garden moft diftant from the 
Ivy fummer-houfe. : | 
_ She could hardly have got into the houfe, when I 
heard the firft fignal—O how my heart fluttered !— 
But no time was to be loft.. I ftept to the garden- 
door; and, feeing a clear coaft, unbolted the ready- 
unlocked doer.— And there was he, all impatience, 
waiting for me! | Se cate 

A panic, next to fainting, feized me, when I faw 
him. My heart feemed convulfed; and I trembled 
fo, that I fhould hardly have kept my feet, had he not 
‘fupported me. 

Fear’ nothing, deareft*creature, faid he! Let us 
haften away !— The chariot is at hand!— And, by 
this {weet condefcenfion, you have obliged me beyond 
. expreffion, or return! : 
- Recovering my {pirits a little, as he kept drawing 
me after him, O Mr. Lovelace, faid I, I cannot go 
with you!— Indeed | cannot!—I wrote you word 
fo! — Let go my hand, and you fhall fee my letter. 
It has lain there from yefterday morning, till within | 
this -half-hour.—I bid you watch to the laft for a letter 
from me, left I fhould be obliged to revoke the ap- 
pointment ; and, had you followed the direction, you © 
would have found it. oT a | 

I have been watched, my deareft life, faid he, half 
out of breath!—I have been watched in every ftep I 
took: And my trufty fervant has been. watched too, 
ever fince Saturday; and dared not to come near your 
wall.— And here we fhall be difcovered in a moment! 
—Speed away, my charmer !— This is the moment 
of your deliverance !—If you negle& this opportu- 
nity, you never can have fuch another ! 
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‘What is it you mean, Sir!— Let go my hand: For 
Itell you [ftruggling vehemently], that I will fooner 
die than go with you! — a 

Good God, faid he! with a look of wildnefs and 
furprize, what is it I hear '— But [fill drawing me 
alter him, asvhe retreated farther from the doot] it is 
no time to’argue—By all that’s good you muft go!— 
Surely you cannot doubt my honour, nor give me 
caufe to queftion your own. | 

As you valuc me, Mr. Lovelace, urge me no far- 
ther. Icome fixed and refolved. Let me give you 
the letter I had written. ‘My further reafons fhall 
follow ; and they will convince you, that I ought not 
to £0. : 3 

Neda: Madam, can convince me— By all that’s 
facred, I will not leave you! To leave you now, is 
to lofe you for ever ! | 

Am I to be thus compelled? interrupted I, with 
equal indignation and vehemence— Let go my handg 
—J am refolved not to go with you— And I will con- 
vince you, that I oxght not. say te 

Ail my friends expect you, Madam! — All your 
own are determined againft you! — Wednefday next 
is the day! the important, perhaps the fatal day! 
Would you flay to be Solmes’s wife? —Can this be 
your determination at laft? 1. a 
-. No, never, never will I be that man’s! —But I 
will not go with you!—Draw me not thus!—How 
dare you, Sir? —I would not have feen you, but to 
tell you fo! —I had not met you, but for fear you 
would have been guilty of fome rafbnefs !— And, once 
more, I will not go!— What mean you! —Striving 
with all my force to get from him. oo, 
_ What. can have. poffefled my angel, quitting my 
hands, and with a gentler voice, that after fo much 
ill- ufage from your relations ; vows fo folemn on my 
part; an affection fo ardent ; you ftab me with a re- 
tufal to ftand by your own appointment! : 

t 


_ Mifs Clarifla Harlowe. 7 
It fignifies nothing talking, Mr. Lovelace. I will 


give you my reafons at a better opportunity. I can- 
not go with you now——And, once more, urge me no 
farther.— Surely I am not to be compelled by every 
body ! : 
Die how it is, faid he, with a dejected, but paffion- 

ate air— What a fevere fate is mine!——At length 
your fpirit is fubdued !— Your brother and fifter have 
prevailed ; and I muft give up all my hopes to a wretch 
fo truly defpicable.— . 

Once more I tell you, interrupted I, I never will 
be his.— All may end on Wednefday differently from 
what you expect, — : 

And it may not /— And then, good heaven!—~ 

It is to be their laft effort, as I have reafon to be- 
lieve.— | 
_ And Thave reafon to believe fo too!— Since, if 
you tarry, you will inevitably be Solmes’s wife. | 

Not fo, interrupted I.—TI have obliged them in one - 
point—They will be in good humour with me. I 
fhall gain time at leaft—I am fure I fhall—TI have fe- 
veral ways to gain time. 

And what, Madam, will gaining time do? —It is 
plain you have not a hope beyond that !—JIt is plain 
you have not, by putting all upon that precarious iffue. 
-—O my deareft, deareft life! let me befeech you 
not to run a rifque of this confequence. I can con- 
_ vince you, that it will be more than a rifque, if you 

go back, that you will, on Wednefday next, be 

Solmes’s wife.—~ Prevent therefore, now that it is in 
your power to prevent, the fatal mifchiefs that will 
follow fuch a dreadful certainty. 

While I have any room for hope, it concerns your 
honour, Mr. Lovelace, as well as mine [if you have 
the proper value for me, and wifh me to believe you 
have], that my conduét in this great point fhall juftify 
my prudence. 
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Your prudence, Madam! When has that been 
queftionable? Yet what ftead has either your pru- 
dence or your duty ftood you in, with people fo 
itraneely determined? | OO et 

- And then he pathetically enumerated the different 
inftances of .the -harfh treatment I had met with; 
imputing all to the malice and caprice of a bro- 
ther, who fet every-body againft him: And infifting, 
that I had no other way to effect a reconciliation with 
my father and uncles, than by putting myfelf out of 
the power of my brother’s-inveterate malice. 

Your brother’$ whole reliance, proceeded he, has 
béefi upon your -eafinefs to bear his infults—Your 
whole - family -will feek to you, when you have 
freed yourfelf from this difgraceful oppreffion : — 
When they know you are with thofe who cam, and 
will right you, they will give up to you your own 
eflate—W hy then, putting his arm round me, and 
cgain drawing me with a gentle force after him, do 
ycu'hefitate a moment ?— Now is the time Fly 
with me then, I befeech you, my deareft creature! 
“ruft your perfecuted adorer.—Have we not fuffcred 
inthe fame caufe? If any imputations are caft upon 
you, give me the honour, as | fhall be found to de- 
jerve it, to call you mine; and, when you are fo, fhall 
I not be able to prote&t both your perfon and cha- 
racter ? 

’* Urge me no more, Mr. Lovelace, I conjure you. 
—--You yourfelf have given me a hint, which I will 
fpeak plainer to, than prudence, perhaps, on any other 
occafion, would allow me to fpeak.—I am convinced, 
that Wednefday next [if ( had time, I would give 
you my reafons] is not intended to be the day we had. 
‘both fe much dreaded: And if, after that day fhall be 
‘over, I find my friends to be determined in Mr. Solmes’s 
favour, I will then contrive fome way to meet you with 
‘Mifs Howe, who is not your enemy: And when the 
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folernnity has pafled, I fhall think that ftep a duty, 
which, t7// then, will be criminal to take: Since now 
my father’s authority is unimpeached by any greater. 

Deareft Madam — | 

Nay, Mr. Lovelace, if you now difpute! — If, after 
this more favourable declaration, than I had the thought 
of making, you are not fatisfied, I fhall know what 
to think both of your gratitude and generofity. 

_ The cafe, Madam, admits not of this alternative. 
I am all gratitude upon it. I cannot exprefs how much 
I fhould be delighted with the charming hope you have 
given me, were you not next Wednefday, if you ftay, 
to be another man’s. Think, deareft creature! what 
an heightening of my anguifh the diftant hope you 
bid me look up to, is, taken in this light! 


- Depend upon it, I will die fooner than be Mr. 


Solmes’s. -If you would have me rely upon your ho- 
nour, why fhould you doubt of ming ? . 

- I doubt not.your honour, Madam; your power is 
all Idoubt. You never, never can have fuch another 
Opportunity.-— Deareft creature, permit me— And he 
was again drawing me after him. 

_ Whither, Sir, do you draw me ?— Leave me this 
moment—Do you feek to keep me till my return 
fhall ‘grow dangerous or impracticable ?—I am not 
fatished with you at :all! Indeed Iam not !— This 
moment let me go, if you would have me think to- 
lerably of you. | 

My happinefs, Madam, both here and hereafter, 
and the fafety of all your implacable family, depend 
upon this moment. | : 

_ To Providence, Mr. Lovelace, and to the Law,will 
I leave the fafety of my friends— You fhall not 
threaten me into a rafhnefs that my heart condemns ! 
~—Shall J, to promote your happinefs, as you call it, 
deftroy all my future peace of mind? 

You trifle with me, my dear life, juft as our better 
profpects begin to open. The way is clear; juft 
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now it is clear! — But you may be prevented in a 
moment. hia 
‘What is it you doubt ? — May I perith eternally, if 
your will fhall not be a law to me in every thing !— 
All my relations expe& you : Your own appointment 
calls upon you! — Next Wepnespay — Deareft 
creature! — think of next WEpNeEspay ! — And 


what is it I urge you to, but to take a ftep that, fooner. 


than any other, will reconcile you to all you have moft 
reafon to value in your family? aa 3 
Let me judge for myfelf, Sir. Do not you, who 


blame my friends for endeavouring to compel me, 


nll G feek to compel me. I won’t bear it.— Your 
earneitnefs gives me greater apprehenfitons, and greater 
réluctance ! — Let me go back, then! — Let me, be- 
fore it is too late, go back, that it may not be worfe 
for both. What mean you by this forcible treatment ? 
—TIs it thus that I am to judge of the intire fubmiffion 
to my will, which you have fo often vowed ?— Un- 
hand me this moment, or I will cry out for help. 

I will obey you, my deareft creature !—And quitted 
my hand with a look full of tender defpondency, that, 
knowing the violence of his temper, half-concerned 
me for him. Yet I was haftening ftom him, when, 
with a folemn air, looking upon his fword, but catch- 
ing, as it were, his hand from it, he folded both his 
arms, as if a fudden thought had recovered hum from 
an intended rafhnefs. . 

Stay, one moment! — But one moment ftay, O 
beft beloved of my foul! — Your retreat is fecure, if 
you will go: The key lies down at the door.— But, 

Madam, next WEDNESDAY, and’ you are Mr. 
Solmes’s !— Fly me not fo eagerly !— Hear me but a 
few words. 

When near the garden-door, I ftopped; and was 
the more fatisfied, as I faw the key there, by which 
I could let myfelf in again at pleafure. But, being 
uneafy left I fhould be miffed, 1 told him I could ftay 

no 
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no longer: I had already ftayed too long: That I 
would write to him all my reafons. And depend up- 
on it, Mr. Lovelace, faid I, juft upon the point of 
ftooping for the key, in order to return, I will die, 
rather than have that man. You know what I have 
promifed, if I find myfelf in danger. 

One word, Madam, however, one word more, 
approaching me, his arms ftill folded, as if (as I 
thought) he would not be tempted to mifchief— Re- 
member only, that I come at your appointment, to 
redeem you, at the hazard of my life, from your 
gaolers and perfecutors, with a refolution, God is my 
witnefs, or may he for ever blaft me! {That was his 
fhocking imprecation] to be a father, uncle, brother, 
and, as I humbly hoped, in your own good time, a 
hufband to you, all in one. But fince I find you are 
fo ready to cry out for help againft me, which muft 
bring down upon me the vengeance of 7 be family, 
I am contented to run all rifques : —I will not afk you 
to retreat with me; I will attend you into the garden, 
and into the ie 1 if I am not intercepted.— Nay, be 
not furprifed, Madam! The help you would have 
called upon, I will attend you to.—I will face them 
all: But not as a revenger, if they provoke me not 
too much. You fhall fee what I can further bear for 
your fake. And let us both fee, if expoftulation, and 
the behaviour of a gentleman to them, will not pro- 
cure me the treatment due toa gentleman from them. 

Had he offered to draw his fword upon himfelf, I 
was prepared to have defpifed him for fuppofing me 
fuch a poor novice, as to be intimidated by an artifice 
fo common. But this refolution, uttered with fo ferious 
an air, of accompanying me in to my friends, made 
me gafp almoft with terror. | | 

What mean you, Mr. Lovelace, faid I1?—I be- 
feech you leave me: Leave me, Sir, I befeech you. 

Excufe me, Madam! I beg you to excufe me!—-I 
have long enough fkulked like a thief about thefe lonely 
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walls!— Long, too long, have I borne the infults of 
your brother, and others of your relations. Abfence 


but heightens malice. I am defperate. I have but_ 


this one chance for it; for is not the day after to- 
morrow WEDNESDAY? I have encouraged viru- 
lence by my tamenefs ? — Yet tame I will ftill be !— 
You fhall fee, Madam, what I will bear for your 
fake. My {word fhall be put fheathed into your hands 
[And he offered it to me in the fcabbard] : —My 
heart, if you pleafe, fhall afford a fheath to theirs :— 
Life is nothing, if I lofe you.— Be pleafed, Madam, 
to fhew me the way into the garden. I will attend 
you, tho’ to my fate! But too happy, be it what it 
will, if I receive it in your prefence. Lead on, dear 
creature! — You fhall fee what I can bear for you.— 


And he ftooped, and took up the key; and offered it_ 


to the lock— But dropped it again, without opening 
the door, upon my earneft expoftulation to him. 
' What can you mean, Mr. Lovelace, faid 1? — 
Would you thus expofe yourfelf ? — Would you thus 
expofe me?—Is this your generofity ?—Is every-body 
to take advantage thus of the weaknefs of my temper? 
And I wept. I could not help it. 
He threw himfelf upon his knees at my feet.-Who 


can bear, faid he, with an ardour that could not be ~ 


feigned, his own eyes gliftening, as I thought, Who can 
bear, to behold fuch fweet emotion ?— O charmer of 
my heart, and refpectfully ftill kneeling, he took my 
hand with both his, preffing it to his lips, command 
me with you, command me from you; in every way 
I am all implicit obedience !— But I appeal to all you 
know of your relations cruelty to you, and of their 
determined malice againft me, and as determined fa- 


vour to the man yoy tell me you hate— And, oh! _ 


Madam, if you did not hate him, I fhould hardly 
think there would be a’ merit in your gpprobation, 
_ place it where you would —I appeal to/ every-thing 
you know, to all you have fuffered, whether you have 


not 
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not reafon to be apprehenfive of that Wednefday, 
which is my terror !— Whether you can poffibly haye 
fuch another opportunity.—The.chariot ready: My 
friends with impatience expecting the refult of your own 
appointment: A man whofe will fhall be intirely your 
- will, imploring you, thus on his knees imploring you 
—to be your own Miftrefs ; that is all: Nor will I afk 
for your favour, but as upon full proof I fhall appear 
to deferve it: For:tune, alliances unobje@ible!—O 
my beloved creature, prefling my hand once more to 
his lips, let not fuch an opportunity flip! You never, 
never, will have fuch another ! 

I bid him rife: He ’rofe ; and I told him, that were 
I not thus unaccountably hurried by his impatience, 
I doubted not to convince him, that both he and I 
had looked upon next Wednefday with greater appre- 
henfion than was neceffary:: And was proceeding to 

ive him my reafons ; but he broke in upon me— 

Had I, Madam, but the fhadow of a probability 
to hope what you hope, I would be all obedience and 
refignation. But the licence is actually got: The 
parton is provided: ‘That pedant Brand is the man: 
O my deareft creature, do thefe preparations mean 
only a trial ? ; 

You know not, Sir, were the worft to be intended, 
and weak as you think me, what a fpirit I have; you 
know not what I can do, and how I can refift, when 
I think myfelf meanly or unreafonably dealt with : 
Nor do you know what I have already fuffered, what 
I have already borne, knowing to whofe unbrotherly 
inftigations all is to be afcribed.— 

I may expect all things, Madam, interrupted he, . 
from the noblenefs of your mind, {corning unreafon~ 
able compulfion : But your fpirits may fail you. From 
the invincible temper of a father fo pofitive, to a 
daughter fo dutiful, what.may not be apprehended ? 
Fainting will not fave you: They will not, perhaps, 
be forry for fuch an effect of their barbarity. ve 

Ww 
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will expoftulations fignify againft a ceremony per- 
‘formed? Muft not All, the dreadful All, follow, that 


is torture to my heart but to think of ?— Nobody 
to appeal to, of what avail will your refiftance be 


againft the confequences of a rite witneffed to by the. 


impofers of it; and thofe your neareft relations? 

I was fure, I faid, of procuring a delay at leaft. 
Many ways I had to procure delay.— Nothing could 
be fo fatal to us both, as for me now to‘be found with 
~ him.— My apprehenfions on this fcore, I told him, 
grew too ftrong for my heart.—I fhould think very 
hardly of him, if he fought to detain me longer. 
But his acquiefcence fhould engage my gratitude. 

And then ftooping to take up the key to let myfelf 
into the garden, he ftarted, and looked as if he had 
heard fomebody near the door, on the infide, clap- 
‘ping his hand on his fword. 

This frighted me fo, that I thought I fhould have 


funk down at his feet. But he inftantly re-affured - 


me: He thought, he faid, he had heard a ruftling 
againft the door: But had it been fo, the noife would 
have been ftronger. It was only the effect of his ap- 
prehenfion for my mind’s fake. 

And then taking up the key, he prefented it to me. 

— If you will go, Madam—Y et I cannot, cannot leave 
you !—I muft enter the garden with you— Forgive 
me, but I mu/f? enter the garden with you. 
_ And will you, will you, thus ungeneroufly, Sir, take 
advantage of my fears !—of my wifhes, to prevent 
mifchief ?—I, vain fool, to be concerned for every- 
one; nobody for me! ) 

Deareft creature! interrupted he, holding my hand, 
as I tremblingly offered to put the key to the lock — 
Let me, if you will go, open the door.— But once 


more, confider, fhould you prevail for that delay, — 


which feems to be your only dependence, whether 
you may not be clofer confined? I know they have 
already had that in confideration. ‘Will you not, in 

this 
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this cafe, be prevented from correfponding either with 
Mifs Howe, or with me ?— Who then hall affift you 
in your efcape, if efcape you would? —From your 
chamber-window only permitted to view the garden 
you muft not enter ‘into, how will you with for the 
opportunity you now have, if your hatred to Solmes 
continue ? — But, alas! that cannot continue !—If 

ou go back, it muft be from the impulfes of a yield- 
ing (which you'll call, a dutiful) heart, tired and 
teazed out of your own will. 

I have no patience, Sir, to be thus reftrained ! — 
Muft I never be at liberty to follow my own judg- 
ment ? — Be the confequence what it may, I will not 
be thus conftrained — And then freeing my hand, I 
again offered the key to the door. | 

Down the ready kneeler dropt between me and 
that: And canyou, can you, Madam, once more on 
my knees let me afk you, look with an indifferent 
eye upon the evils that may follow? Provoked as I 
have been, and triumphed over as I fhall be, if your 
brother fucceeds, my own heart fhudders, at times, 
at the thoughts of what mu/? happen: And can yours 
be unconcerned! Let me befeech you, deareft crea- 
ture! to confider all thefe things; and lofe not this 
only opportunity.— My intelligence— 

Never, Mr. Lovelace, interrupted I, pin fo much 
faith upon the fleeve of a traitor.— Your bafe intelli- 
gencer is but a fervant: He may pretend to know 
. more than he has grounds for, in order to earn the 

wages of corruption. You know not what contrive- 
ances I can find out. . 

I was offering the key to the lock, when, ftarting 
from his knees, with a voice of affrightment, loudly 
whifpering, and as if out of breath, They are at_the 
docr, my beloved creature! And taking the key from 
me, he flew to it, and fluttered with it, as if he would 
double-lock it. And inftantly a voice from within 


cried out, burfting againft the doors as if to break it 
open, 
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open, and, repeating its violent pufhes, Are jou there ? 
— Come up this moment ! — This mament ! —-Here they 
are— Here they are. beth together ! — Your piftol this 
moment !— Your gun!— Then another pufh, and 
ancther.— He at the fame moment drew his fword, 
and clapping it naked under his arm, took both my 
trembling handsin his ; and, drawing me {wiftly after 
him, Fly, fly, my charmer; this moment is all you 
have for it ! faid he.— Your brother ! — Your uncles! 


or this Solmes ! — They will inftantly burft the door! 


—Fly, my deareft life! if you would not be more 
cruelly ufed than ever ! —If you would not fee two or 
three murders committed at your feet, fly, fly, I be- 
feech you! | 

O Lord! —Help, help, cried the fool, all amaze 
and confufion, .frighted beyond the. power of con- 
trouling. ot : 


Now behind me, now before me,: now on this. 


fide, now on that, turned I my affrighted face, in the 
fame moment; expecting a furious brother here, 
armed fervants there, an inraged fifter fcreaming, and 
a father armed with terror in his countenance, more 
dreadful than even the drawn fword which I faw,. or 
thofe l apprehended. I ran as faft as he, yet knew 
not that [ ran; my fears, which at.the fame time that 
they took all power of thinking from me, adding 
wings to my feet: My fears, which probably would 
not have fuffered me to know what courfe to take, 
had I not had him to urge and draw me after him : 
Efpecially as I beheld a man, who muft have come out 
of the garden-door, keeping us in his eye, running 
backward and forward, ‘beckoning and calling out to 
others, whom I fuppofed he faw, although the turn- 
ing of the wall hindered we from feeing them ; and 
whom I imagined to be my brother, my father, and 

their fervants. 
Thus terrified, I was got out of fight of the door 
in a very few minutes. And then, altho’ quite ee 
efs 
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lefs between running and apprehenfion, he put my 
arm under his, his crawn fword in the other hand, 
and hurried me on ftill fafter: My voice, however, 
contradi@ting my action; crying, No, no, no, all 
the while, fine my neck to look back, as long 
as the walls of the garden and park were within 
fight, and till he brought me to his uncle’s chariot: 
Where attending were two armed fervants of his own, 
and two of Lord M.’s, on horfeback. 


Here I muft fufpend my relation for a while: For 
now I am come to this fad period of it, my indifcre- 
tion ftares me in the face: And my fhame and my 
grief give me a compunction, that is more poignant, 
methinks, than if I had a dagger in my heart — To 
have it to refle&t, that Ifhould fo inconfiderately give 
in to an interview, which, had I known either myfelf 
or him,. or in the leaft confidered the circumftances 
of the cafe, I might have fuppofed, would put me 
into the power of his refolution, and out of that of 
my own reafon. | . 

For, might I not have believed, that 4e,who thought 
he had caufe to apprehend, that he was on the point 
of lofing a perfon who had coft him fo much pains 
and trouble, would not hinder her, if pofible, from 
returning ?. That he, who knew I had promifed to 
give him up for ever, if infifted on, as a condition of 
reconciliation, would not endeavour to put it out of 
my power to do fo?—In fhort, that he, who had 
artfully forborn to fend for my letter [for he could not 
be watched, my dear], left he fhould find in it a 
countermand to my appointment (as I myfelf could 
apprehend, altho’ I profited not by the apprehenfion), 
would want a device to keep me with him till the 
danger of having our meeting difcovered, might throw 
me abfolutely into his power, to avoid my own worfe 
ufage, and the mifchiefs which might have enfued, 


perhaps in my very fight, had my friends and he : 
ut 


ee re 
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But if it fhall come out, that the perfon within the 
garden was his corrupted implement, employed to 
frighten me away with him, do you think, my dear, 
~ that I fhall not have reafon to hate him and myéfelf 

ftill more? —I hope his heart cannot be fo deep and 
fo vile a one: I hope not: But how came it to paf?, 
that one man could get out at the garden-door, and 
no more? How, that that man kept aloof, as it were, 
and purfued us not; nor run back to alarm the houfe? 
— My fright, and my diftance, would not let me be 
certain; but really this fingle man had the air of that 
vile Jofeph Leman, as I recollect. 

O why, why, my dear friends !~But wherefore 
blame I them, when I had argued myfelf into a hope, 
not improbable, that even the dreadful trial I was to 
undergo fo foon, might turn out better, than if I had 
been dire&tly carried away from the prefence of my 
once indulgent parents, who might poffibly intend 
that trial to be the laft I fhould have had? 

Would to heaven, that I had ftood it however !— 
Then, if I had afterwards done, what now I have 
been prevailed upon, or perhaps foolifhly frightened 
to do, I fhould not have been ftung fo much by in- 
ward reproach, as 1ow I am: And this would have 
been a great evil avoided ! 

You know, my dear, that your Clariffa’s mind was 
ever above juftifying her own failings by thofe of 
others. God forgive thofe of my friends who have 
acted cruelly by me! But their faults are their own, 
and not excufes for mine. And mine began early ; 
For I ought not to have correfponded with him. 

O the vile incroacher! how my indignation, at 
times, rifes athim! Thus to lead a young creature 
(too much indeed relying upon her own ftrength) from 
evil to evil!— This laft evil, altho’ the remote, yet 
fure confequence of my firft—my prohibited corre- 
fpondence! By a father, at leaft, early prohibited ! 


How 
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How much more properly had I acted, with regard - 
to that correfpondence, had I, once for all, when he 
was forbid to vifit me, and I to receive his vifits, 
pleaded the authority I ought to have been-bound by, 
and denied to write to_him!— But I thought I could 
proceed: or ftop.as I pleafed. I fuppofed it concerned 
me, more than any-other, to be the arbitrefs of the 
quarrels of unruly fpirits- — And now I find my pre- 
ee punithed!— Punifhed, as other fins fre- 
quently are, by ztfelf ! a 

As . this laft hae ; now, that it is too late, I 
plainly fee how I ought to have conducted myfelf.— 
As he knew I had but one way of ‘tranfmitting to him 
the knowlege of what befel me; as he knew, that 
my fate was upon a crifis with my friends; and that 
I had, in my letter to him, referved the liberty of re- 
voking ; I fhould not have been folicitous whether he 
had got .my letter er not: When he had come, and 
found I did not anfwer his fignal, he would prefently 
have reforted to the loofe bricks, and there been fa- 
tisfied by the date of my letter, that it was his own 
fault, that he had :it not before. But, governed by 
the fame pragmatical motives, which induced me to 
correfpond with him at firft, I was again afraid, truly, 
with my foolifh and bufy prefcience [and indeed he 
pretends now, that I-had reafon for it, as you fhall 
hear in its place; but which then I could only fear, 
and not be fure ef], that the difappointment would 
have thrown him into the way of receiving frefh in- 
fults from the fame perfons ; which might have made 
him guilty of fome violence to them. And fo, to 
fave him an apprebended rafhne’s, I have rufhed into 
a real one myfelf. And what vexes me more, is, that 
it is plain to me now, by all his behaviour, that he had 
as great a confidencein my weaknefs, as Thad in my own 
ftrength. And fo, in a point intirely relative to my 
honour, he has éiumphed [Can I have panence . 

00 
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look at him! ]; for he has not been miftaken in me, 
while I have in myfelf |! | 

Tell me, my dear Mifs Howe, tell me truly, if 
your unforced heart does not defpife me ?— It muft! 
for your mind and mine were ever one; and I de- 
{pife my/elf !~And well I may: For could the giddieft 
and moft inconfiderate girl in England have done worfe 
than I fhall have appear to have done in the eye of the 
world? Since my crime will be known without the 
provotations, and without the artifices of the betrayer 
too [Indeed, my dear, he is a very .artful man]; 
while it will be a high aggravation, that better things 
were expected from me, than from many others. 

You charge me to marry the firft opportunity.— 
Ah! my dear! another of the blefled effects of my 
folly !— That’s as much in my power now as—as Iam 
myfelf! — For can I give a fanction immediately to his 
deluding arts ?—Can I avoid being angry with him 
for tricking me thus, as I may fay [and as I have 
called it to him], cut of myfelf?— For compelling 
me to take a ftep fo contrary to all my refolutions, 
and aflurances given to you; fo dreadfully inconve- 
nient to myfelf; fo difgraceful and fo grievous, as it muft 
be, to my dear mamma, were I to be lefs regardful. 
of any other ! — You don’t know, nor can you ima- 
gine, my dear, how I am mortified !— How much I 
am funk in my own opinion !—I,-that was propofed 
for an example, truly, to others! —O that I were 
again in my father’s houfe, ftealing down with a letter 
to you ; my heart beating with expectation of finding 
one from you ! My 


Tuts is the Wednefday-morning I dreaded fo 
much, that I once thought of it as my doomfday: 
But of the Monday, it is plain, I ought to have been 
moft apprehenfive. Had I ftayed, and had the worft I 
dreaded happened, my friends would then have been 
3 an{wer- 
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anfwerable, if any bad confequences had followed :— 
But, now, I have this one confolation left me [a very 
fad one, you'll fay], that I have cleared them of 
blame, and taken it all upon my/elf / 

You will not wonder to fee this narrative fo dif- 
mally fcrawled. It is owing to different pens and ink, 
all bad, and written by fnatches of time, my hand 
‘trembling too with fatigue and grief. 

I will not add to the length of it, by the particu- 
lars of his behzviour to me, and of our converfation 
at St. Albans, and fince; becaufe thofe will come in 
courfe, in the continuation of my ftory ; which, no 
~ doubt, you will expe& from me. , 

Only thus much I will fay, that he is extremely re- 
fpectful, even obfequioufly fo, at prefent, tho’ if am 
fo much diffatisfied with him, and myfelf, that he has 
hitherto had no great caufe to praife my complaifance 
to him. Indeed, I can hardly, at times, bear the 
Seducer in my fight. 

The lodgings I am in, are inconvenient. I fhall 
not ftay in them: So it fignifies nothing to tell you 
how to direct to me hither. And where my next may 
be, as yet I know not. : 

He knows that I am writing to you.; and has offered . 
to fend my lette*, when finifhed, by a fervant of his. 
But I thought I could not be too cautious, as I am 
now fituated, in having a letter of this importance 
conyeyed to you. Who knows what fuch a man 
may do? So very wicked a contriver! he con- 
trivance, if a contrivance, fo infolently mean ! — But I 
hope it is not a contrivance neither! Yet, be that as 
it will, I muft fay, that the de? of him, and of my 
profpeéts with him, are bad: And yet, having in- 
rolléd myfelf among the too-late repenters, who fhall 
pity me? | 
~ Neverthelefs, I will dare to hope for a continue 
intereft in your affections [1 fhall be miferable. nee 
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if I may not! ], and to be remembered in your daily 
prayers. Iam, my deareft friend, ae es 
Your ever-affectionate 


"Cr. HARLOWEs 


LETTER I. : 
Mr, LoveLace, To JosEpH LEMAN. 
Honeft JosEPHy . Sat. April 8. 


At length your beloved young Lady has confented 
to free herfelf from the cruel treatment fhe has 
{o long borne. She is to meet me without the garden- 
door, at about four o’clock on Monday afternoon ; 
as I told you fhe had promifed. She has confirmed 
her promife. Thank God, fhe has confirmed her 
promife ! a. 
I fhall have a chariot-and-fix ready in the by-road 
fronting the private path to Harlowe-paddock ; and 
feveral of my friends and fervants not far off, armed 
to protect her, if there be occafion: But every one 
charged to avoid mifchief. ‘That, you know, has 
always been my principal care. | 
All my fear is, that when fhe comes to the point, 
the over-nicenefs of her principles will make her waver, 
and want to go back: Altho’ 4er honour is my honour, 
you know, and mine is hers. If the fhould, and I fhould 
be unable to prevail upon her, all your paft fervices 
will avail nothing, and fhe will be loft to me for ever: 
The prey, then, of that curfed Solmes, whofe vile 
acne will never permit him to do good to any of 
the fervants of the family. 
' I have no doubt of your fidelity, honeft Jofeph ; 
nor of your zeal to ferve an injured gentleman, and 
an oppreffed ‘young lady. You fee, by the confi- 
dence I repofe in you, that-I have not ; more parti- 
cularly, on this very important occafion, in which 
| | your 
| 
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your affiftance may crown the work: For, if fhe 
wavers, a little innocent contrivance will be necef- 


fary. _ 

Be very mindful, therefore, of the following di- 
rections : “Take them into your heart. This will pro- 
bably be your laft trouble, until my beloved and I are 
joined in holy wedlock: And then we will be fure to 
take careof you. You know what I have promifed. 
No man ever reproached me for breach of word. 

Thefe, then, honeft Jofeph, are they : : 

Contrive to be in the garden in difguife, if poffible, 
-and unfeen by your young Lady. If you find the 

garden-door unbolted, you'll know, that fhe and I are 
together, altho’ you fhould not fee her go out at it. It 
will be locked, but my key fhall be onthe ground, at 
the bottom of the door, without, that you may open 
‘it with yours, as it may be needful. 

If you hear our voices parleying, keep at the door, 
till I cry Hem, hem, twice: But be watchful for this 
fignal, for I muft not hem very loud, left the fhould 
take it for a fignal: Perhaps, in ftruggling to prevail 
upon the dear creature, 1 may have an opportunity to 
{trike the door hard with my elbow, or heel, to con- 
firm you:— Then you are to make a violent burft 
again{t the door, as if you’d break it open, drawing 
backward and forward the bolt in a hurry: Then, with 
another pufh, but with more noife than ftrength, left 
the lock give way, cry out (as if you faw fome of the 
family), Come up, come up, inftantly !— Here they 
are! Here they are! Haften! — This inftant haften! 
And mention Gobids. piftols, guns, with as terrible a 
voice, as you can cry out with. Then fhall-I prevail. 
upon her, no doubt, if loth before, to fly: If I can- 
not, I will enter the garden with her, and the houfe 
too, be the confequence what it will. But fo ’frighted, 
there is no queftion but fhe will fly. | 

When you think us at a fufficient diftance [and I 
fhall raife my voice, urging her {wifter flight, that 


vou 
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you may guefs at shat], then open the door with your 
ad : But you muft be fure to open it very cautioufly, 
left we fhould not be far enough off, t would not 
have her know you have a hand in this matter, out 
of my great regard to you. 

When you have opened the door, take your key 
out of the lock, and put it in your pocket: Then, 
ftooping for mine, put it in the lock on the infide, 
that it may appear as if the door was opened by her- 
felf, with a key they’ll fuppofe of ‘my procuring (it 
being new), and left open by us. 

They fhould conclude fhe is gone off by her own 
confent, that they may not purfue us: That they 
may fee no hopes of tempting her back again. In 
either cafe, mifchief might happen, you know. 

But you muft take notice, that you are only to 
open the door with your key, in cafe none of the fa- 
mily come up to interrupt us, and-before we are quite 
gone: For, if they do, you'll find by what fdllows, 
that you muft not open the door at all. Let them, 
on breaking it open, or by getting over the wall, find 
my key on the ground, if they will. 

If they do not come to interrupt us, and if you, 
by help of your key, come out, follow.us at a di- 
ftance, and, with uplifted hands, and wild and im- 
patient geftures (running backward and forward, for 
fear you fhould come too near us; and as if you faw 
fomebody coming to your affiftance), cry out for 
Help, help, and to haften. ‘Then fhall we be foon 
at the chariot. 

Tell the family, that you faw me enter a chariot 
with her: A dozen, or more, men on horfeback, 
attending us; all arm’d; fome with blunderbuffes, 
as you believe; and that we took the quite contrary 
way to that we fhall take. 

You fee, honeft Jofeph, how careful I am, as well 
as you, to avoid mifchief. 


Obferve 
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Obferve to keep at fuch a diftance that fhe may 
not difcover who youare. ‘Take long ftrides, to alter 
your gaite; and hold up your head, honeft Jofeph ; 
~ and fhe’ll not know it to be you: Mens airs and 
aites are as various, and as peculiar, as their faces. 
luck a ftake out of one of the hedges ; and tug at it, 
tho’ it may come eafy: This, if fhe turn back, will 
took terrible, and account for your not following us 
fafter. Then returning with it, fhoulder’d, brag ta 
the family, what you would have done, could you 
‘have overtaken us, rather than your young Lady 
fhould have been carried off by fuch a And you 
may call me names, and curfe me. And thefe airs 
-will make you look valiant, and in earneft. You fee, 
honeft Jofeph, I am always contriving to give you 
reputation. No man fuffers by ferving me. ; 
But, if our parley fhould laft longer than I with; 
and if any of her friends mifs her, beforeI cry, Hem, — 
hem, twice; then, in order to fave yourfelf (which 
is a very great point with me, I’ll affure you), make 
the fame noife as above: But, as I directed before, 
open not the door with your key. -On the contrary, 
with for a key, with all your heart; but, for fear any 
ef them fhould, by accident, have a key about them, 
keep in readinefs half a dozen little gravel-ftones, no 
bigger than peas, and thruft two or three flily into the 
key-hole; which will hinder their key from turning 
round. Itis good, you know, Jofeph, to provide 
againft every accident, in fuch an important cafe ‘as 
this. And let-this be your cry, inftead of the other, 
if any of my enemies come in your fight, as you feem — 
to be trying to burft the door open: Sir ! or Madam! 
(as it may prove) O Lord, haften! O Lord, haften! 
Mr. Lovelace !—Mr. Lovelace !—And very loud.— 
And that fhall quicken me more than it fhall thofe 
you call to. —If it be Betty, and only Betty, I thall 
think worfe of your art of making love (¢), than of 
(a) See Vol, ii. p35? | 
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your fidelity, if you can’t find a way to emule her, 
and put her.upon a falfe: {cent. 

ou mutt tell them; that your yourig tidy feemed 
to run-as'feft off with. me, asJ..with bet. 1 ¢Rhis wit 
alfo confirm to them, that all purfuit-sin vain. An 
‘end wilf be-hereby put to: ” Solmes’s hapes : Axe fdr 


friends, , after a. while, will: be more fhudieus fo.] 


reconéiled ‘to her; than: to get her back. :-So-.yau 
will, be an happy inftrument, of. great good to. ‘all round. >) 
And ‘This-will one.day be acknowleged by: both fami-~..; 
lies..,; You:will then-be every ene’s favourite ; and. 

every fervant, for the future, ‘will ne proud te-,, 
beliken'd to, honeft Jofeph Leman.. : . 

If. the fhould guefs at you, or find you. aut I have. 
it:already insmy.. head to. write a letter, for you te. 
copy (4) 5 which, occafionall y Produces: will fet. err 
right. with.h 3 

This one time, be diligent, be carétal: this call te 
the.crown.of all: And, once more, depend for a re- 
eS Uper: the honour. of e 

J ee Ae ne » Tour ~~ frimé, 


Cer 7 are R. Lovenace. - 
“You need not be fo much afraid of. going too far 
with Betty. If you fawid: make a match with , 
ic fhe is a very likely creature, tho’ a VIXED, 
“ag you fay. I have an admirable receipt to cure: 
a terpagant wife.—Never fear, Jofeph,.but thou: : 
a * dhalt be mafter of. thine. own -houfe. . If fhe . 
. be, very troublefome, - -I can teach thee how to , 
_, break her /heart in a twelvemonth ; and bang 
- fo —or the precept would not be mine. 
7 inclofe a new ear neft of my future igs ae 
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LETTER IU. 


Je Ropert Loverace, Efguier. His Honner. 


| Hloanered Sir, | | Sunday Morning, April g: 


Mutt confefle I am infinnitely oblidged to your 

honner’s bounty. But, this laft commuind !— 
It feems fo intricket!—Lord be merciful to me, 
how have I been led from littel ftepps to grate ftepps ! 
— And iff I fhould be found out !—But your Hon- 
ner fays, you wil' take me into your Honner’s far- 
vife, and proteé&t me, if as I fhould at any time be 
found out; and raife my wages befides; or fet me 
upp in 2 good inne; which is my ambifhion. And 
you will be honnerable, and kind to my deareft: 
young Lady, God love her.—But who can be un- 
kind to the? 

- I will do the beft I am able, fince your Honner 
will be apt to lofe her, as your Honner fays, if I 
do not; and a man fo ftindgie will be apt to gain 
her. But mayhap' my deareft younge Lady will not 
make all this troubble needful. If fhe has promiffed, 
fhe will ftand to it, I dare to fay. 

I love your Honner for contriveing to fave mifchiff 
fo well. I thought till I know’d your Honner, that. 
you was verry mifchevous, and plefe your Honner. 
But find ‘it to be quite another thing, Your 
Honner, it is plane, means mighty well by every 
body, as faras1 fee. AsIam fureI do mytelf; for 
I am, althoff a very plane Man, and all that, a very 
honneft one, 1 thank my God. And have good 
principles, and have kept my young Lady’s pretlepts 
always in mind: For fhe goes no-where, but faves a 
foul or two, more or lefs. © | fo. 

Se, commending myfelf to your Honner’s fur- 
thir favour, not forgetting the inne, when your Hon- 
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ner fhall fo pleafe, and a good one offers ; for plafes 
are no inherittanfes now-a-days. And, I hope, your 
Honner will not think me a difhoneft Man for far- 
vinge your Honner agenft my duty, as it may look ; 
but only as my confhence clears me. 

Be sleated. howfomever, if it like your Honner, 
not to call me, honneft ‘Fofeph, and honneft Fofeph, fo 
often. For, althoff I think myfelf very honneft, and 
all that; yet Iam touched a little, for fear I fhould 
not do the quite right thing : And too-befides, your 
Honner has fuch a feffefhious way with you, as that 
T hardly know whether you are in jeft, or earneft, 
when your Honner calls me honneft fo often. | 

I am a very plane man, and feldom have writ to 
fuch honourable gentlemen ; fo you will be good 
enuff to pafs by every thing, as I have often faid, and 
need not now fay over again. | 

As to Mrs. Betty; I tho’te, indede, fhe looked . 
above me, But fhe comes on very well, natheleffe. 
I could like her better, iff fhe was better to my 
young Lady. But fhe has too much wit. for fo 
plane aman. Nathelefs, if fhe was to angre me, 
althoff it is a fhame to bete a woman ; yet I colde 
make fhift to throe my hat at her, or fo, your 
Honner. 

But that fame refeit, iff your Honour fo pleafe, 
to cure a fhrowifh wife. It would more encurrege 
to wed, iff fo be one know’d it before-hand, as one 
may fay. So likewife, iff one knoed one could 
honeftly, as your Honner fays, and as of the. handy- 
work of God, in ome twelve-month— 

But, I fhall grow impartinent to fuch a grate 
mane-And hereafter may do for that, as fhe turnes 
out..-For one mought be loth to part with her, 
mayhap, fo verry foon too ; efpeflially if fhe was 
to make the notable lanlady your Honner put into 
my head, —— 
| 3 — But 
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J snatch a few ' moments, while wre Beloved | Is; 
Fetited (as I Hope, to reft), to perform my pro-, 
mife.. N6: purfuit !=-Nor ‘have I /apprehenfions’ of - 
any ; tho’ I Fautt make may charmer dread. that, thro” 
willbe’one: =~ 

“And now; let mé tell thee, that never was joy. ion 
edmplete as mine’ !— But let me. inquire ! Is 5 not the, 
angel flown away ¢. Par — 


ch 2 


Pee 


= | | 
‘Ono! ‘She is- in ‘the’ next spate —Secly 
mine |--Mine for. ever f : 


por afy |My heart wil burp. my’ breif 
tip into he? bofom 1— 

Tence thatthe whole ftupid family were in- a: 
combination to‘do my bufinefs for me. I told theey.: 
that they were all.working-for me, like fo many. un- 
derground moles ;.and ftill more. ‘blind than the moles. 
arédaid to be, unknowing that they, did. fo. J my (oHfy. 


_ thé @iré®tor of ‘their principal iiathins 3 Which Fling 


in-with the’ amalice of their Tieele’ hearts, ey, took. to. 
be:all'their own...” 
But. did I fay, my’ joy. was as ‘perfect 20" no ene 
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recdivés fonge:abatement fron my difgufted pride. Fer | 
how ‘¢an 1 endure to’think; that I owe more to her” 


saci s upper fecuticney t than to her favour, for me Or: 


‘as ‘I know, , to her preference. of me Me 

another ttiaii ? ceca 
But let me not indulge this thought. Were ltd 
fo,*it might coft my charmer dear.—Let me rejoice, 
C3 that 
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that fhe has paffed the Rubicon: That fhe cannot 
return: That, as I have ordered it, the flight will 
appear to the Implacables to be altogether with her 
ewn confent: And that, if I doubt her love, I can 
put her to tryals, as mortifying to her nicenefs, as 
glorious to my pride.—For, let me tell thee, dearly 
as I love her, if I thought there was but the fhadow of 
a doubt in her mind, whether fhe preferr’d me to any 
man living, I would fhew her no mercy. 


Tuefday, Day-dawn. 

Bor, on the wings of love, I fly to my charmer, 
who, perhaps, by this time, is rifing, to encourage 
the tardy dawn. Ihave not flept a wink of the hour 
and half I lay down to invite fleep. It feems to me, 
that I arn not fo much Body, as to require fuch vulgar 
renovation, 

But why, as in the chariot, as in the inn, at alight- 
ing, all heart-burfting grief, my deareft creature ? 
So perfecuted, as thou wert perfecuted !—So much | 
in danger of .the moft abhorr’d compulfion !— Yet 
grief fo unfufpe€tably fincere for an efcape fo critical ! 
~—Take care !—Take care, O beloved of my foul : 
. For jealous is the heart in which Love has erected a 
temple to thee. Se ade es 

Yet, it muft be allow’d, that fuch’'a fudden tranfi- 
tion. muft affe& her —Muft ice her over.— When a 
little more ufed to her new fituation: When her hur- 
ries are at an end: When the fees. how. religioufly I 
fhall obferve all her Injunctions, . fhe will un- 
doubtedly have the gratitude to diftinguifh between 
the confinement fhe has efcaped from, and the liberty 
fhe has reafon to-rejoice in. : se 

She comes ! She comes !|—And the Sun is juft rifing 
to attend her !—Adieu ! — Be half as happy as I am 
[for all diffidences, like night-fogs before the fun, ex- 
hale at her approach]; and, next myfelf, thou wilt 

be the happieft man in the world. 
| LE T- 
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LETTER V. 
Mifs Cuarissa: HartoweE, To Mi/s. HoweE.. 
| Wednefday, April 120 
I WILL purfue my melancholy ftory. 

Being thus hurried to the chariot, it would have. 
been-to-no purpofe to have refufed entering into it, 
had he not, in my fright, lifted. me in, as he did: 
And it inftantly drove away a full gallop, and ftopt 
not till it brought us to St. Albans; which was juft as- 
the day. fhut in. a | 

I thought I fhould have fainted: feveral times by 
the way. With lifted-up: hands and eyes, God 
protect me, faid Loften to myfelf!—Can it be I, that 
am here !— My eyes runnjng over, and: my heart | 


aA to burft with fighs as involuntary as my flight. 


w: different, how inexprefiibly. different, the gay. 
wretch ;. wilably:triumphing (a3 E could not but cone 
fsue his almof rapturous joy) in the fuccefs of his . 
acts! But overflowing with.complimental flourifhes, 
yet refpectfully diftant his. addrefs, all the way we 
frew ; for that,. rather than galloping, was the motion: 
of the horfes ; which took, as I believe, a round- 
about way,. to prevent being traced. | 

I have reafon to think, there were other horfemen 
at his devotion ; three or four different perfons, above 
.the sank of fervants, galloping by-us, now-and-then, 
on each fide of the chariot: But he took no notice of 
them ; and I had too much grief, mingled with in- 
dignation, notwithftanding all his blandifhments, to 
afk any queftions about them, or any thing elfe. 

Think, my dear, what were my thoughts, on 
alighting from the chariot; having no attendant of m: 
own fex; no cleaths but what I had on, and thofe 
little fuited for fuch a journey as I had already taken, 
and was ftill further to take: Neither hood nor hat, 
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nor any thing but a handkerchief about my neck and 
fhoulders: Fatigued to death: My mind ftill more 
fatigued than my body: And in fuch a feanr the 
horfes, that every one in the inn we put up at 
puefs’d (they could not do otherwife) that I was a 
-young giddy creature, who had rum away from her 
friends. This it was eafy to fee, by their whpering 
and gaping; more of the people of the houfe alfo 
coming im to view us, as it were, by turns, than was 
neceflary for the attendance. 

The gentlewoman of the inn, whom he fent in to 
me, fhewed me another apartment; and, feeing me 
ready to faint, brought me hartfhorn and water; and 
then, upon my defiring to be left alone for half an 
_ hour, retired: For I found my heart ready to burft, 

‘on revolving every thing in my thoughts: And the 
moment fhe was gone, faftening the door, I threw 
myfelf into an old great chair, and gave way to a vio- 
lent flood of tears. which a little relieved me. 

Mr. Lovelace, fooner than I wifhed, fent up the 
gentlewoman, who prefled me, in his name, to admit 
my Brother, or to come down to him: For he had 
told her, I was his Sifter ; and that he had brought me, 
againft my will, and without warning, from a friend’s 
houfe, where I had been all the sco) in sr to 
prevent my marrying againft the confent of m 
friends ; +5 Sehoii he was now conducting me; and 
that, having given me no time for a travelling-drefs, 
I was greatly offended at him. 

So, my dear, your frank, your open-hearted friend, 
was forced to countenance this tale; which, indeed, 
fuited me the better, becaufe I was unable, for fome 
time, to talk, fpeak, or look up; and fo my dejeétion, 
and grief, and filence, might very well pafs before 
the gentlewoman and her niece who attended me, 
as a fit of fullennefs. 

The room I was in being a bed-chamber, I chofe 
to go down, at his repeated meflage, attended heh 
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the gentlewoman of the inn, to that in which he was. 
He approached me with great refpect, yet not exceed- 
ing a brotherly politenefs, where a brother #s polite ; 
and, calling me his deareft fifter, afked after the ftate 
of my mind; and hoped I would forgive him ; for. 
never brother half fo well loved a fifter, as he me. 
A wretch !— How naturally did he fall into the 
character, altho’ I was fo much out of mine! : 
Unthinking. creatures have fome comfort in the 
fhortnefs of their views ; in their unapprehenfivenefs ; 
and that they penetrate not beyond the prefent mo- 
ment: In fhort, that*they are unthinking !—But, for. 
a perfon of my thoughtful difpofition, who has been 
accuftomed to look forward, as well to the poffidle, as. 
to the probable, what comfort can I have in my re- 
flections ? 7 
But let me give you the particulars of our converfa- . 
tion, a little before and after our fupper-time, joining. 
both in one. . 3 | 
When we were alone, he befought me [I-cannot- 
fay but with all the tokens of .a paffionate and re-. 
fpectful tendernefs] to be better reconciled to myfelf, . — 
and to him: He repeated all. the vows of ‘honour, and. 
inviolable affeétion, that he ever made.me: He pro- 
mifed to be wholly governed by me in every future 
flep : He afked me to give him leave to propofe, Whe-. 
ther I chofe to fet out next day to either of his aunts? , 
_ I was filent. I-knew not, what to fay, nor what. 
to do. ) 
Whether I chofe to have private lodgings procured - 
me, in either of thofe ladies neighbourhood, as were. 
once my thoughts ? 
_ I was ftill filent. | . 
Whether I chofe tq go.to either of Lord M.’s feats; | 
that of Berks, or that in the county we were in? 
In lodgings, I faid,. any-where, .where he was not. 


to be. _ 
C5 . Beiceldee | ta ; He, 


34 The History of 


He had promifed This, he own’d; and he would 
religioufly keep to his word, as foon as he found all 
danger of purfuit over; and that I was fettled to my 
mind.—But, if the place were indifferent to me, Lon= 
don was the fafeft, and the moft private: And his 
relations fhould all vifit me there, the moment I 
thought fit to admit them. His coufin Charlotte, 
particularly, fhould attend me, as my companion, if 
IT would accept of her, as foon as fhe was able to go 
abroad. — Mean time, would I go to his aunt Law- 
rance’s (his aunt Sadleir was a melancholy woman) ? 
I fhould be the moft welcome gueft fhe ever received. 

I told him, I wifhed not to go (immediately, how- — 
ever, and in the frame I was in, and likely not to be 
out of) to any of his relations: That my reputation 
‘was concerned, to have 4im abfent from me :—T hat, 
if I were in fome private lodging (the meaner the lefs to 
be fufpected, a$it would be known, that I went away 
by his means ; and he would be fuppofed to have pro- 
vided me handfome accommodations), it would be moft 
fuitable both to aD mind and my fituation: That this 
might be beft, I fhould think, inthe country for me ; 
in town for bim.— And no matter how foon he was 
known to be there. Yo 

If he might deliver his opinion, he faid, fince I de- 
clined going to any of his relations, London was the 
only place in the world to be private in. Every new- 
comer in a country-town or village excited a cu- 
riofity: A perfon a my figure (and many compliments 
he made me) would excite more. Bvensichave and 
letters, where none ufed to be brought, would occa- 
fioninguiry. He had not provided a lodging any- 
where, -fuppofing I would choofe to go either to Lon- 
don, where accommodations of that fort might be 
fixed upon in an hour’s time; or to his aunt’s; or: 
to Lord M.’s Hertfordfhire feat, where was houfe- 
keeper an excellent woman, Mrs. Greme, fuch an- 
éther asmy Norton. = ¢ 
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To be fure, I faid, if I were purfued, it would be 
in their firft paffion; and fome one of his relations 
houfes would be the place they would expect to find . 
me at.—I knew not what to do ! 
~~ My pleafure fhould determine him, he faid, be 
it what it would. Only thatI were fafe, was all he | 
was folicitous about. e had lodgings in town ; but 
he did not offer to propofe them. He knew, I would 
have more objection to go to them, than I could have. 
to go to Lord M.’s, or to his aunt’s.— a, 

No doubt of it, I reply’d, with an indignation in 
my manner, that made him run over with profeffions, . 


- that he was far from propofing them, or wifhing for 


my acceptance of them. And again he repeated, That 
my honour and fafety were all he. was folicitous 
about; afluring me, that my will. fhould be a law to. 


| him, in every particular. . 


I was too peevifh, and too much afflifted, and, . 


‘indeed, too much incenfed againft him, to take well 
ay thinghefaid. — - 7 


thought myfelf, I-faid, extremely unhappy. I’ 
knew not what to determine upon: My reputation | 
now, no doubt, utterly ruin’d: Deftitute of cloaths, , 
fit to be feen by any-body: My very indigence, as I 
might call it, proclaiming a folly to every one who | 
faw:me: who would fuppofe, that I had been taken 
at advantage, or had given an undue one; and had : 
no power over either my will, or ay actions: That . 
I could not: but think I had been dealt artfully with: 
‘That he had feem’d to have taken, what he might fup- - 
pofe, the juft meafure of my weaknefs, founded on my . 
youth and inexperience: ‘That I could not forgive my+ 
felf for meeting him: That my ‘heart. bled for the. 
diftrefles of my father and mother, on this oceafion : 
That I would give the world, and all my hopes in it, © 
to have been ftill in my father’s houfe, whatever had 
been my ufage: That, — him. proteft and vow what 
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he would, I faw fomething low and felfifh in his love, 
that he could ftudy to put a young creature upon 
making fuch a facrifice of her duty and confcience : 
When a perfon actuated by a generous love, muft 
feek to oblige the object of it, in every thing effential 
to her honour, and to her peace of mind. 


He was very attentive to all I faid ; never offering 
to interrupt me once. His anfwer to every article, 
almoft methodically, fhew’d his memory. 


. What I had faid, he told me, had made him very 
grave: And he would anfwer accordingly. 

He was grieved at his heart, that he had fo little 
fhare in my favour or confidence, as he had the morti- 
fication to find, by what I had faid, he had. a 
_ As tomy reputation, he muft be very fincere with 
me: That could not fuffer half fo much by the ftep 
Ifo much regretted to have taken, as by the confine- 
ment, and equally foolifh and unjuft treatment, [ had 
met with from my relations : That every mouth was 
full of blame of them, of my brother and fifter parti- 
cularly ; and of wonder at my patience: That he muft 
repeat, what he had written to me, he-believed, more 
than once, That my friends themfelves expected, that 
I fhould take a proper opportunity-to free myfelf from 
their perfecutions ; why elfe did they confine me? 
That my exalted character would ftill bear me out, 
with thofe-who knew me; who knew my brother’s 
and /ffer’s motives; and who knew the wretch they 
were for compelling me to have. 

With regard to cloaths ; Who, as matters were cir- 
cumftanced, could expect, that I fhould be able to 
bring away any otHers, than thofe I had on at the time? 
For prefent ule or wear, all the Ladies of his family 
would take a pride to fupply me: For future, the 
product of the beft looms, not only in England, but 
throughout the world, were at my command. - 
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_ If I wanted money, as no doubt I muft, he fhould 
be proud to fupply me: Would to God, he might pre- 
fume to hope, there were but one intereft between us !— 

And then he would fain have had me to accept of 
100 /. bank note ; which, unawares to me, he put 
into my hand : But which, you may be fure, I refufed 
with warmth. 

He was inexpreffibly grieved and furprifed, he faid, 
to hear me fay, he had acted artfully by me. He 
came provided, according to my confirm’d appointe 
ment [A wretch! to upbraid me thus! ], to redeem 
me from my perfecutors; and little expected a change 
of fentiment, and that he fhould have fo much diffh- 
culty to prevail upon me, as he had met with: That 
perhaps I might think his offer to g° into the garden 
with me, and to face my affembled relations, was a 

iece of art only: But that if I did, I wronged him: 

or, to this hour, feeing my exceffive uneafinefs, he’ 
wifh’d with all his foul: he had been permitted to 
accompany mein. It was always his maxim to brave 
a threatened danger—T hreateners, where they have an 
opportunity to put in force their threats, were feldom 
to be feared.— But had he been affured of a private 
ftab, or of as many death’s wounds, as there were 
perfons in my family (made defperate as he fhould 
have been by my return), he would have attended me 
into the houfe. 

So, my dear, what I have to do, is to hold myfelf 
‘executable for meeting fuch a determined and auda- 
cious fpirit; that’s all!— I have hardly any queftion 
now, that he would have contrived fome way or 
other to have got me away, hadI met him at a mid- 
night hour, as once or twice I had thoughts to do. — 
And that would have been more terrible ftill! . 

He concluded this part of his.talk, with faying, That 
he doubted not, but that, had he attended me in, he 
fhould have come off, in every-one’s opinion, fo well, 
that he fhould have had general leave to renew his 
vifits. Fic 
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He went on:— He muft be fo bold as to tell me,. 


he faid, that he fhould have paid a vifit of this kind, 
but indeed accompany’d by feveral of his trufty 
friends, had I mot met him— And that very after- 
noon too— for he could not tamely let the dreadful 


Wednefday come, without fome effort to change their. 


determinations. 
What, my dear, was to be done with fuch a man! 


That therefore, for my fake, as well as for his. 
‘own, he had reafon to wifh a difeafe fo defperate had . 


been attempted to be overcome by as defperate a re- 


medy. We all know, faid he, that great ends are. 
fometimes brought about by the very means by which ° 


they are endeavour’d to be fruftrated. 

My prefent fituation, I am fure, thought I, affords 
a fad evidence of this truth! 

I was filent all this time. My blame was indeed 
turned inward. Sometimes, too, I was half-frighted at 
his audacioufnefs: At others, had the lefs inclination 
to interrupt him, being exceffively fatigued, and my 
fpirits funk to nothing, with the view even of the 
beft profpeéts with fuch a creature. 


This gave him yeaa to proceed; And that. 


he did ; affuming a ftill more ferious air. 


As to what further remained for him to fay, in an-. 
fwer to what I had faid, he hoped I would Din 


him 3 but, upon his foul, he was concerned, infinitely 
concerned, he repeated, his colour and his voice 
rifing, that it was neceffary for him to obferve, how 
much I chofe rather to have run the rifque of being 
Solmes’s wife, than to have it in my power to reward 
aman, who, I muft forgive him, had been as much 
infulted on my account, as J had been on 4is— who 
had watched my commands, and (pardon me, ma- 
dam) every changeable motion of your pen, all hours, 
in all weathers, and with a chearfulnefs and ardor, 
that nothing but the moft faithful and obfequious paf- 
fion could infpire.—— 

J 
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I now, Mifs, began to revive into a little more 
warmth of attention.— 

And all, madam, for what? [How I ftared!]— 
Only to prevail upon you to free yourfelf from unge- 
nerous and bafe oppreffion— 

Sir, Sir! indignantly faid I— 

Hear me but out, Nesich madam !—— My heart is 
full—I muff fpeak what I have to fay—To be told 
[for your words are yet in my ears, and at my heart! ], 
that you would give the world, and all your hopes in it, 
to have been ftill in your cruel and gloomy father’s 
houfe— 

Not a word, Sir, againft my papa! —I will not 
bear that— 

Whatever had been your ufage: — And you have a 
credulity, madam, againft all probability, if you be- 
lieve you fhould have avoided being Solmes’s wife : 
That I have put you upon facrificing your duty and 
confcience— Yet, deareft creature! fee you not the 
contradiction that your warmth of temper has fur- 
prized you into, when the reluctance you fhewed to 
the laft to leave your perfecutors, has cleared your 
confcience from the leaft reproach of this fort.— 

O Sir! Sir! are you fo critical then? Are you fo 
light in your anger, as to-dwell upon words ! — 

And indeed, my dear, I have fince thought, that 
his anger was not owing to that fudden impetus, which 
cannot be eafily bridled; but rather, was a fort of 
manageable anger, \et loofe to intimidate me. 

Forgive me, madam—lI have juft done. — Have I 
not, in your own opinion, hazarded my life to re- 
deem you from oppreffion? — Yet is not my reward, 
after all, precarious?— For, madam, have you not 
condition’d with me [and moft facredly, hard as the 
condition is, will I obferve it], that all my hope muft 
be remote: That you are determined to have it in 
your power to favour or reject me totally, as you 
pleafe ?—= : 

See, 
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See, my dear! In every refpeét my condition: 


changed for the worfe! Is it in my power to take 
your advice, if. I fhould think it ever fo right to take 
It '— 

And have you not furthermore declared, proceeded 
he, that you will engage to renounce me for ever, if 
your friends infift upon that cruel renunciation, as the 
terms of being reconciled. to you? ) 

But, neverthelefs, madam, all the merit of having 
faved you from an odious compulfion,'fhali be mine. 


glory in it, tho’ I were to lofe you for ever—AsI fee I. 


am but too likely to do, from your prefent difplea- 


furc; and efpecially, . if your. friends infift upon the- 


terms you are ready to comply with. 


‘That you are your ewn miftre/s, thro’ my means, is, . 
I repeat, my boaft.—As.fuch, I humbly implore your. 
favour — And that only upon the conditions I have. 
yielded to hope for .it-— As.I do now thus humbly [the: 


proud wretch falling on one knee] your forgivenefs,. 
for fo long detaining your ear, .and for all the plain- 
dealing that my undefigning heart would not be de- 
nied to utter by my lips. 


O Sir, pray rife! — Let the obliged. kneel, if. one. 


of us muft knee] !— But, neverthelefs, .proceed not 
in this ftrain, I efeech you. You have had. a great: 
deal of trouble about me: But had you let me know 
in time, that you expected to be rewarded for it at: 
the price of my duty, I fhould have fpared you. 
much of it. 

Far be it from me, Sir, to depreciate merit fo 
extraordinary. But let me fay, that had it not been. 
for the forbidden correfpondence I was teazed by you 
into [and which I had not continued (every letter for 
many letters, intended to be the laft), but becaufe I 
thought you a fufferer from my friends], I had not been 
either confined or maltreated: Nor would my bro- 
ther’s low-meant violence have had a foundation’ to 
work upon. | 7 

I 


es 
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‘Fam far from thinking my cafe would have been fo 
very defperate as you imagine, had I ftay’d. My. fa- 
ther loved me at bottom: He would not fee me be- 
fore ;. and I wanted only to fe him, and to be heard; 
and a delay of his fentence was the leaft thing I ex- 

pected from the trial I was to ftand. 

You are boafting of your merits, Sir; let merit Je 
your boaft: Nothing elfe can attract me. If perfonal 
confiderations had principal weight with me, either in 
Solmes’s disfavour, or in your favour, I fhould defpife 
myfelf: If you value yourfelf upon them, in prefer- 
ence to the perfon of the poor Solmes, [-thall.defpife 

ou! : 

You may glory in your fancied merits, in getting 
‘me away: But the caufe of your glory, I tell you 
plainly, is my fhame. | 
' Make to yourfelf a title to my regard, which I 
can better approve of ; or elfe you will not have fo 
much merit with me, as you have with your /elf. 

But here, like the firft pair,. I,. at leaft,. driven out 
-@f my paradife, are we recriminating. No more fhall 
- you need to tell meof your /ufferings, and your merits { 

— your All hours, and All weathers! For I will bear 
them in memory, as long as! live; and, if it be im- 
poffible for me to reward them, be ever ready to own 
the obligation. All that I defire of you, now, is, to 
leave it to myfelf to feek for fome private abode: To 
take the chariot with you to London, or elMewhere: 
And, if I have any further occafion for your affift- 
ance and protection, I will fignify it to you, and be 
ftill further obliged to you. 

You are warm, my deareft life!— But indeed there 
is no occafion for it. Had I any views unworthy of 
my faithful love for you, I fhould not have been fo 
honeft in my declarations. 7 

Then he began again to vow the fincerity of his 
intentions. 7 

ut 
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But I took him up fhort : Iam willing to delieve you, 
Sir. It would. be infupportable but to fuppofe there 
were anece/fty for fuch folemn declarations f At this he 
feemed to collect himfelf, .as I may fay, into a little 
more circumfpection}. If I thought there were, I 
would not fit with yeu. here,. in a public inn, I affure- 
you, altho’ cheated hither, as far as I know, by me- 
thods [ You muft excufe me, Sir !J that, the very: 
fufpicion that it may be fo, gives me too much vexa- 
tion, for me to have patience either with you or with- 
myfelf.— But no more of this juft now: Let me but 
know, I befeech you, good Sir, bowing [I was very 
angry ! ], if you intend to leave me ; or if I have only. 
efcaped from one confinement to another ?—~ 
Cheated hither, as far as you know, madam! Let. 
you now (and with that air too, charming though. 
grievous to:my heart!) zf you have only efcaped from: 
one confinement to another!— Amazing! perfectly 
amazing !— And can there be a neceflity for me to 
-an{wer this ?—- You are abfolutely your own miftrefs. 
— It were very ftrange, if you were not. The mo- 
ment you are in a place of fafety,. I will leave you.— 
One condition only, give me leave to beg your confent 
to: It is this: That you will be pleafed, now you.are 
fo intirely in your dwn power, to renew a promife ve- 
duntarily made before ; voluntarily,.or 1 would not zow 
prefume to requeft it ;. for altho’ I would not:be thought. 
Capable of growing upon conceffion, yet I cannot bear 
to think of; lofing the ground your goodnefs.had given. 
me room to. hope I had’ gained; ¢ That,.make up 
‘ how you pleafe with your relations, you will never 
« marry any other man, while Iam living and fingle,. 
“ unlefs I fhould be fo wicked. as to give new caufe 
*. for high difpleafure.’ } 
I hefitate not to confirm this. promife,. Sir, upon. 
your own condition. In-what.manner do you expect. 
me to confirm it ?— | 
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Only, Madam, by your word. 

Then I never will. 

He had the affurance [I was now in his power] to 
falute me, asa fealing of my promife, as he called it. 
Fis motion was fo fudden, that I was not aware of it. 
It would have looked affected to be very angry; yet 
I could not be pleafed, confidering this as a leading 
freedom, from a fpirit fo audacious and incroaching 3; 
and he might fee, that 1 was not. 

He paffed all that by with an air peculiar to him- 
felf — Enough! enough, deareft madam }— And let: 
me beg of you but to conquer this dreadful uneafinefs, 
which gives me to apprehend but too-too much for 
my jealous love to bear: And it fhall be my whole 
endeavour to deferve your-favour, and to make you 


‘the happieft womary in the world; as I fhall be the 


happieft of men. | 

I broke from him to write to you: my preceding: 
letter ; but refufed to fend it by his fervant, as I told 
you. The gentlewoman of the inn help’d me to a 
meffenger, who was to carry what you fhould give him 
to Lord M.’s feat in Hertfordfhire, directed for Mrs.. 
Greme the houfekeeper there. And early in the 


‘Morning, fer fear of purfuit, we were to fet. out that 


way : And there he propofed to exchange the chariot- 
and-fix for a chaife-and-pair of his own, which hap- 
pened to be at that feat, as it would bea lefs-noticed. 
conveyance. Se 

T looked over my little ftock of money ; and:found 
it to be no more than feven guineas and fome filver : 
The reft of my ftock was but fifty guineas, and that 
five more than I thought it was, when my fifter chal- 
lenged me as to the fum I had by me (a): And 
thofe I left in my efcritoire, little thinking to be pre- 
vailed upon‘to go away. with him. 

Indeed my cafe abounds with a fhocking variety of 
indelicate circumftances. Among the reft, - bie 

orce 


(a) See Voli. p. 292, 2935 
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iced fo account.te. dim, who knew I eould have -nd! 
cloaths-but, what I:had ons how beame tohave‘Hhen "' 
with, you (for: he could wat :but:know I fent for it}; * 
lel. ¢. fhauld-imagine I bad: an- early defigr to So": 


with him, and-mada that 4.part Of the: prépa ara” 
a ae Faas Woy = 


away 
tio ? a hee dy wave Ne ce Ten ae ee 
Fae {nok heartily, wifhedy: he faid,: f6r-mey' RPMs ‘ead 
fake that your patie would. havei uifforded me’ her' 
protection ; and delivered himéfelf,. upon this fubject; 
‘with equal freedony and. corteerns::: 6-1). eee ee 
- Ahere ares my,dear Mits-Howe, a multitude of'- 
punctilios and decorums, which aiyoung creature mitft~ 
difpenfe with. who, in fuch ai fituation,- makes a‘man’: 
the jntimate,attendant of her perfon.. ‘Leoald now” 
I think, give twenty seafons.ftronger. than any I have * 
heretofor € mentioned,-why womenof the leaft delteacy® | 
fhould never think. of incurring the-danger ahd difprace 
of, taking the ftep I have been drawn-in-to take, but“ 
with horror and averfion ; and: why they fhouid: look: © 
upon the.man who; fhall tepapt them ‘to ‘it; -as:the 
Vileft and moft felifhef. feducers 6 ee 


foyer tit, yb tl , pas ey ee ay ere re, is . mee 
~ 7 Ci0 ph cot: Bale Cogs "5 i : ee ie i. os ee 
Ber onp five o'dlock (Tuefday morning) theimanids. 

ll me, my brother was dice Aouags 


a thing to.mev. Ae. anult ner: 7 
| , ,in¢roacher Gid, : before. thei. 
landlady and her maids and niees, for hs forepboughts 

and “would ‘falute ‘his ‘pretty Tullen fitter! —He took. 
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teed gy, of his 
magic 
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his reward ; and, as he faid, a tear with it. °° While 
he aflured me [{till before them, a vile wretch !], that 
i‘had nothing to fear from meeting with parents, who 
fo dearly loved me.—How could I be complaifant, 
my dear, to fuch a man as this ?— 

As foon as the chariot drove on, he afked me, 
whether I had any obje€tion to go to Lord M.’s Hert- 
fordfhire feat? His Lordfhip, he faid, was at his 
Berkfhire one. | 

I told him, I chofe not to go, as yet, to any of 
his relations ; for that would indicate a plain defiance 
to my own—-My choice was, to go to a private 
lodging, and for him to be ata diftance from me ; at 


leaft, till I heard how things were taken by my 


friends—For that altho’ I had but little hopes of a 
reconciliation, as it was ; yet if they knew I was in: 
his protection, or in that of any of his friends (which 
would be looked upon as the fame thing), there would 
not be room for any atallh 

_ I fhould govern him as I pleafed, he folemnly affured- 
me, in every thing. But.he fill thought London was 


_the beft place for me; and if I were once fafe there, 


and in a lodging to my liking, he-would go to M. Hall. 
But, as I approved not of London, he would urge it 
no further. 

_ He propofed, and I confented, to put up.at an inn 


' in the neighbourhood of The Lawn (as he called Lord 


M.’s. feat in this county), fince I chofe not to go 
thither. And here I got-two hours to myfelf ; which 
[: told -him: I fhould pafs in writing another letter to 
you [meaning my narrative, which: I had begun at 
St. Aloans, fatigued as I was], and in one to my 
fitter, to.apprize the family (whether they were foli- 
citous.about it or not), that | was well ; and to beg 
that my cloaths, fome particular bopks, and the. fifty 
guineas I had left in my efcritoire, might be fent me. | 

He atked, If I-had confidered whither to:have them 
directed ? : 

Vou. WE Indeed 
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Indeed not I, I told him, I was a ftranger to— 

So was he, he interrupted me; but it {track him 
by chance—[ Wicked ftory-teller !] 

. But, added he, I will tell you, madam, how it 
fhall be managed—-If you don’t choofe to go to 
London, it is, neverthelefs, beft, that your relations 
fhould think you there ; for then they will abfolutely 
defpair of finding you. If you write, be pleafed to 
dire&t, To be left for you, at Mr. Ofgood’s, near 
Soho-fquare ; who is a man of. reputation, and they 
will go very fafe: And this will effectually amufe 
them. 

Amufe them, my dear !—Amufe whom ?—My fa- 
ther !—my uncles !—But it muft be fo!——All his 
expedients ready, you fee !— | 

I had no objection to this : And I have written ac- 
cordingly. But what anfwer I fhall have, or whether 
any, that is what gives me no {mall anxiety. 

This, however, is one confolation, that, if I have 
an anfwer, and altho’ my brother fhould be the writer, 
it cannot be more fevere than the treatment I have of 
late received from him and my fifter. 

Mr. Lovelace ftaid out about an hour and half ; and 
then came in; impatiently fending up to me no lefs 
than four times, to exprefs his defire of my company. 
But I fent him word as often, that I was bufy ; and, 
at laft, that I fhould be fo, till dinner was ready. So 
he hatten’d that, as I heard him now-and-then, with 
a hearty curfe upon the cook and waiters. 

- This is another of his perfections. ‘I ventured 
afterwards to check him for his free words, ‘as we fat 
at dinner. : : 

Having heard him {wear at his fervant, when below, 
whom, neverthelefs, he owns to be a good one; It is 
a fad life, faid I, thefe innkeepers live, Mr. Love- 
lace. 

No; pretty well, I believe.—But-why, madam, 
think you, taat fellows, who eat and drink at other 

6 : mens 
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. mens_coit,, pr- they, arey forty: nvrelps {of isemkbepbrs, 
y fhould pe intitled to puy? Hotels $C Jal ve GG 
Becaufe of the foldiers, shey-ate loblig wd to-.quentdn 5. d 

1 Who vase gemovallys. J belicves:: wictehed ‘ptohioatd’ 

. Bie 9g ! faidd, how E hsard.ong of them fwvead atid tt 
3 UFR uh BGW, ;at a madeft meek .man,. as: I gudge.! 

“~ byuhis low, voices and gentle anfwers b- Weallda ony i 

“Make sa-proverd, + Likea trooper! «ss: 
He,bit his lips :arofe ;. turned upon: his ‘heel 5 fhepe 

' toshaglas.; 3 and -laoked con dently abathed, if I may. fo - 

19 LAY rr Veg: ‘Madam, {aid he, thefe troopers -are fad. .- 

” fwearing fellows. I think their officers fhould —— t 

. them fort... j.. « 

] am, furethay dchiie chaftifement,. ‘reply; ‘dI- ~to + 
” For {wearing is a moft unmanly vice, and custeae cay | 
,. poor. and Jew. a one; fiace it praclajms the proflipate’s. 
" ‘want.of power, and his wickednefs atthe fame times 
* for, could fuch a one punijhs as he: Speaks, he would : 

, beafiend! 

: Charmingly.obferved, by my foul, ‘eaaden oo The . 

” next trooper I hear. fwear and-cywrfe, J’)] tell him:what - 

"an unmanly, and what.a poar-whelp he iss 2.4 

_ Mrs. Greme.came to pay her. duty to. me,,as Mic. 

' Layelace -called it ;, and.was very urgent with me to-. 
* go to her.Lord’s houfe ; letting me know what hand-— 

, fome. things fhe .had. heard. her Lord, and: his,: twe 

* nicces,..and all. the family, fay. of mes and what- 

: wifkes, for feveral..manths. paft,. they had-put- up for. - 

’ the honour the. now, hoped foon would pene: them 7 
all,. 

an ‘his, gave. me. one. ‘fatisfaGion, as it. “eonliraed: . 
‘ from the mouth of a very good fort of womans lean: 
that Mr. Loyelace had told.me.-.. 

Upon j HDMi about,a private: ‘lodging, the. recom- a 

’ mended: mg.go a lifter: inzlaw.of hers, ei2ht miles from . 

’ thence — Where I now am. And what pleafed me. 

_ the better, 72% RAE Mr... Lovelage fof.wbham I could 

fee Ah, was anfinitely, pbleans, gbliged. her, .of jpis..; 
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own motion, to accompany me in the chaife; himfelf 
riding on horfeback, with his two fervants, and one 
of Lord M.’s. And here we arrived about four 
o’clock. : = gee! 

But, as I told you in my former, the lodgings are 
mconvenient, aad Mr. Favclace found great fault with 
them ; telling Mrs. Greme, who had faid, they were 
not worthy of us, that they came not up even to her 
defcription of them; that, asthe houfe was a mile 
from a town, it was not proper for him to be fe far 
diftant from me, left any thing fhould happen: And 
yet the apartments were not feparate and diftin@ 
enough for me to like, he was fure. 7 

This muft "be agreeable enough from him, you'll 
believe. 

Mrs. Greme and I had a-good deal of talk in the 
chaife about him: She was very eafy and free in her 
ral to all I afked ; and has a very ferious turn, I 

nd. 

I led her on to fay to the following effect 5 fome 
part of it not unlike what his uncle’s difmiffed bailiff 
had faid before ; by which I find that all the fervants 
opinion of him is alike. 

‘That Mr. Lovelace was a generous man: ‘That it 

* was hard to fay, whether the fervants of her Lord’s 

© family lov’d or fear’d him moft: That her Lord had 

© avery great affection for him: That his two noble 

* aunts were no lefs fond of him: That his two 

© coufins Montague were as good-natured young La- 

© dies as ever lived: ‘That his uncle and aunts had 
© propofed feveral Ladies to him, before he made his 
"© addrefles to me; and even fince; defpairing to 

« move me, and my friends, in his favour — But that 

© he had no. thoughts of marrying at all, fhe had heard 

‘ him fay, if it were not to me : That as well her Lord, 

* as his fifters, were a good deal concerned at the 

<‘contempts, and ill-ufage, he received from my fa- 

¢ mily: But admired my character, and wifh’d to 
: « have 
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* have him married to me, altho’ I were not to have — 
© a fhiling, im preference to any other perfon, from 
© the opinien that they had of the influence I fhould 
© have over him: That, to be fure, fhe faid, Mr. 
© Lovelace was a wild gentleman: But that was a dif- 
“ temper which would cure itfelf: That her Lord de- 
© lighted inhis company, whenever hecould get it: But 
* that they often fell out; and his Lordfhip was always 
© forced to fubmit : Indeed, was half-afraid of him, — 
* fhe béliev’d — For he would do as he pleafed. She 
* mingled a thoufand pities often, that he aéted not 
© up to the talents lent him— Yet would have it, that 
* he had fine qualities to found a reformation upon 3 
* and, when the happy day came, would make amends 
© for all: And of this all his friends were fo affured, | 
* that they wifhed for nothing fo earneftly, as for his 
© marriage.’ 

This, indifferent as it is, is better than my brother 
{ays of him, 

The people of the houfe here are very honeft- 
looking induftrious folks : Mrs. Sorlings is the gentle- 
woman’s name. The farm feems well-ftock’d, and 
thriving. She is a widow ; has two fons, men grown, 
who vie with each other which fhall take moft pains 
in promoting the common good ; and they are-both of 
them, I already fee, more refpectful fo two modeft 


young women, their fifters, than my brother was to 


his fifter. I believe 1 muft ftay here longer than at 


’ firft F thought I fhould. 


I fhould have mentioned, ‘that, before I fet out for 
this place, I received your kind letter. Every thing is 
kind from fo dear a friend. I own you might well be 
furprifed ; [I was myfelf; as by this time you will 
have feen] — after I had determin’d, too, fo ftrongly — 
againft going ae : | | 

~ Lhave not the better opinion of Mr. Lovelace for 
‘his extravagant volubility. He is too full of profef- 


fions: He oh too many fine things of me, and to me: 


VoL. I True 
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True.sefpect, true value, I think, lies notin; wards: 
Words cannot exprefs it: The filent awe, the humble, ; 
the doubting eye, and even the hefitating voice, better 
thew it by much,.than, as Shakefpeare Says, chan bre 
‘ mame The rattling sengue ist." ae 
#45) Of fancy and auidacious. elaquence.” ey 


' - 


"The man, ‘to be fure, is, at times, all upon the. 
ecftatic, one of his phrafes; but, to my fhame. and. 
confufion, I know too well what to attribute,it to, in. 
a ‘great meafure-—~ To his triumph, my dear, in one. 
word ; it needs no further explanation ; and, to give . 
it that word, perhaps, equally expofes my.vanity, and, 
condemns my folly. | | yo te 
_ We have been alarmed with notions of a purfuit, 
founded upon a letter from his inte]ligencer. 
‘ How do different circumftances fandtify or con-. 
demn an aétion |! — What care ought we to take not 
to confound the diftinGtions of right and wrong, when 
felf comes into the queftion! I condemn’d in him. 
tlie corrupting of a fervant of my papa’s; and now] 
atn glad to give a kind of indirect approbation of it,. 
by inquiring what he hears, by that or any other way, . 
of the manner in which my relations took my flight. 
A preconcerted, forward, and artful fight, to be fure, 
it muft appear to thent— That’s a fad thing! — Yet, 
how, as Iam fituated, can I putthem right? 
" -Moft heavily, he fays, they take it; but fhew not. 
fo much grief as rage.—- And he can hardly have pa- 
tience to hear of the virplence and menaces of my 
brother againft himfelf — Then a merit is made to me_ 
of hisforbearancen =. 
 . What a fatisfaction am I robbed of, my deareft 
friend, by this rafh action? Ican now, toolate, judge 
of the difference there is in being an offended rather 
than an offending perfon!—— What would I give to 
have it once more m my power to fay I /fuffer’d 
_ “wrong, rather thar did wrong? That others were more 
wanting 


ce 
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wariting if'their kindnefs to me, than 1 in duty '(wherg, 
duty is owing) td them? 

‘Fieaugon me‘! for meéting the feducer! +4 Let all” 
end as happily as‘it now may, F/have laid'‘up‘for my: 
felf remorfe-for.my, whole hfe. -.-- 

‘What more concams me is, : that every time f om 


_ this man, I am fiill at a greater lofs than before what 


to maké éf him. I watch every turn of his counte- 
nance *' And I think I fee very déep lines in it. He 
looks with more meaning, I verily think, than he ufed _ 
to look ; yet not more ferious; not lefs gay—I don’s. 
know how he looks — But with more confidence_a, 
great deal than formerly; and yet he never wanted 
that. 7 ah oe 
‘But here is the thing: I behold him with fear now, 
as knowing the power my indifcretion has given him 
over me. And well may be look more elate, when. 
he fees me deprived of all the. felf-fuppofed fignifi- 
cance, which adorns and exalts a perfon who has been 
accuftomed to refpe& ; and who now, by a.confcious | 
inferiority, allows herfelf to be overcome, and ina 
ftate of obligation, as I may fay, to her new pro- 


tector, | A eo eon 
T fhall fend this, as my former, by a poor man, who 
travels every day with pedlary matters, who will leave. 
it at Mrs..Knollys’s, asyoudire?. = 
If you hear any thing of my father and mother, 
and of their health, and how my friends were affected, 
by my unhappy ftep, pray be fo good as to write me.a 
few lines by the meflenger, if his waiting for them . 
can be known to you. te ke ee 

1am afraid to afk you, Whether, upon reading 

that part of my narrative already in your hands, yeu. 
think any fort of extenuation lies for eae. 4 
vos as. Crarissa HARLowz, — 
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Mr. LovELAce, To Joun BELForp, E/q- : 


me ce ‘Taefday, Wedns Apre ¥14 825 
HOU claimeft nly promife, that I will be as 
particular as poffible, in all that pafles between 
me and my goddefs. Indeed, I never had a more il- 
luftrious fubject to exercife my pen upon: And, more- 
over, I have leifure; for, by her good-will, my ac- 
cfs would be as difficult to her, as that of thé 
humbleft flave to an eaftern monarch. Nothing, 
then, but inclination to write, can be wanting : And 
fince our friendfhip, and thy obliging attendance 
upon meat the White Hart, will not excufe That, J 
wi!l endeavour to keep my word. aes 
I parted with thee and thy brethren, with a full 
refolution, thou*knoweft, to rejoin ye, if fhe once 
again difappointed me, in order to go together, at- 
tended by our fervants, for fhew-fake, to her gloomy 
father ; and demand audience of the tyrant, upon the 
freedoms taken with my chara¢ter: And to, have 
tery’d by fair means, if fair would do, to make them 
‘change their refolutions ; and treat her with lef _ in- 
“humanity, and me with more civility. = 
I told thee my reafons for not going in fearch of a 
letter of countermand. J was right; for, if I had, I 
‘f{hould have found fuch a one ; and had I received it, 
fhe would not have met me. Did fhe think, that 
‘ after I had been more than once difappointed, T would 
"not kecp her to her promife ; that J would not hold 


’ 
an ' 


her to it, when [ had got ber info deeply? 

_ The moment I heard the door unbolt, I was fure 

_ of her. ‘That motion made my heart bound to my 

throat. But when ‘That was followed with the pre- 

‘fence of my charmer, flafhing upon me all at once 

in aflood of brightnefs, fweetly drefs’d, tho’ all un- 
oa PG casa  oprenarid 
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prepar’d for a journey, I trod air, and hardly thought 
myfelfamortake “ » «7 ° |. 

Thou fhalt judge of her drefs,, as, at the moment 
oli teal to me, and as, upon a nearer obferva- 
tion, the really was: Jam a critic, thou knoweft, in 
‘womens dreffes.~-Many a one have I taught to drefs, 
uid Kelp’d to undrefs. But there is fuch a native elp- 
gance ‘in this lady, that the furpaifes all that I could 
timaginre furpaffing.—But then her perfon adorns what 
fhe wears, more ae drefs can adorn her ; and that’s © 
herexcelience. = 
~~ Expe&t therefore, a faint iketch of hep admirable 
petfon withher drefs. a 

‘Her ~wax-like flefh [for, ‘after all, flefh and blood 
think fhe is!) by its delicacy and firmnefs, anfwers 
for the foundnefs of her health. Thou haift often 
heard me launrch out in praife of her complexion. I 
never in my life beheld a fkin fo illtupricujy fair. The 
Lf and the driven fhow it ‘is nonfenfe to talk of : 

er Lrwn arid her laces one might, mdeed, compare 
to'thofe! But ‘what 2 whited’ wall would a woman 
sppear Wo be, “who ind 4 complexion, which would 
juftify fuch unnatural Comparifons? But this lady is 
‘all-alivé, ‘all-glowing, all charming flefh and blood, 

et fo clear, that évery meandring vein is to be feen 
in all the lovely parts of her, which cuftom permits te 
bevifible 2 | ae 

‘Thou haft heatd’me alfo deferibe the wavy ringlets. 
of her fhining hajr, needing neither art nor powder 5 
of itfelf an ornament, defymg all other ornaments 5 


‘wantoning in and about a neck that is beautiful be- 
yond defcription. Se :. 


Her head-drefs was a Bruffels-lace mob, peculiarly 
adapted to the charming air and turn of her features. 
A fky-blue ribband illuftrated that. —But altho’ the 
weather was fomewhat fharp, fhe had not on either 
hat or hood ; for, befides that fhe loves to ufe her- 
felf hardily (by which means,.and by a temperance 
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. truly exemplary, fhe is allowed. to have: given: high 

health and vigour to an originally tender conftitution), 
fhe feems to have intended te fhew:me, that fhe was 
determin’d not to ftand to her appointment. O Jack! 
that fuch a {weet girl fhould bearogue} °° - 9 ..: 

- . Her morning-gown was 2 pale primrofe-colour’d 
paduafoy : ‘The cuffs. and. robings curioufly embroi- 
der’d by the fingers of: this ever-charming Ariadne, 
in a running pattern of violets, and their leaves ;. the 
light in the Sowers filver ; gold in the leaves... A pair 

of diamond fnaps in her ears. A white handkerchief, 

wrought by the fame inimitable fingers, concealed — 
~O Belford ! what fill ‘more inimitable beauties did it 

. Not conceal!——And_I faw, all the way we rode, the 

bounding heart ; by its throbbing motions 1 faw it ! 
dancing beneath the charming umbrage. i 

Her ruffles were the fame as her mob. Her apron 
a flower’d lawn. Her coat white fatten,. quilted : 

_ Blue fatten her fhoes, braided with the fame. colour, 

without lace; for what need has the prettieft foot 

. in the ‘werld of ornament? Neat buckles in them ;: 

And on her charming arms a pair of black velvet 

- glove-like. muffs, of her own invention; for fhe 

makes and gives fafhions as fhe pleafes. - Her hands, 

_velvet of themfelves, thus uncover’d, the freer to. be 
grafp’d by thofe of her adorer. a 
. T have'told thee what were my tranfports, when 

‘ the undrawn bolt prefented to me my :‘long-expeéted 

| goddefs.- Her emotions were more f{weetly femi- 

nine, after the frft maments:; for then the. fire: of her 
flarry eyes began to fink into. a lefs-dazling : languar. 

_ She trembled: Nor knew the how to fupport the agi- 

tations of a heart fhe had never found fo ungovernable. 

She was even fainting, when I clafp’d her in my fup- 

porting arms. Whata precious moment That! How 

near, how fweetly near, the throbbing partners ! 

. By‘her drefs, I faw, as‘I obferv’d before,. how un- 

prepar’d. fhe was for a journey ;. and not doubting her 

3 _—s " intention 
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intention once modre:to difappoint' me;' F would ‘have 


drawn: her -after me.’ Then began a contention the 


-moft-vehement:that ever I-had: with lady. It would 


pain, thy friendly ‘heart .to be told the infthite trouble 
I had with her. «I begg’d, >I pray’d-; on: my knees I 


-beg¢@’d and pray’d her, yet in'vainy to anfwer her 


own appointment : And had I not happily provided 


for fuch. a ftruggle, knowing whom I ‘had to deal 


with, I had certainly failed in my defign ; and as ces- 
tainly would have accompanied her.in, without thee 
and op eshinal And who knows what might have 
been theconfequence? oe <3 

. But my: honeft agent: anfwering. my fignal, tho” 
mot quite fo foon as I expected, in the manner thou 
knoweft I had !zid down to him,’ They are coming f 
They are coming !|—Fly, fly, my beloved creature, 


ery’d I, drawing my fword with a flourifh, as if I 
would have flain halfan hundred of them; and, ferz- 


ing. her trembling hands, I drew her after me fo 
fwiftly, thet my feet, winged by love, could hardly 
keep pace :with: her feet, agitated by fear. —And fo [ 
became:her emperor! -- * BE a ak 

. Fil tell thee all, when I fee thee: Andthou fhalt 
then judge of my difficulties, and of her perverfenefs. 
And thou wilt rejoice with me, at my conqueft over’ 
fuch a watchful and open-ey’d charmer. =. 


__. But feeft thou not now fas I think I do] the wind- 
ee fiying- from her love ta her love? 


there. not-fuch a: ef. Nay, flying from 
friends fhe was deed newts sees a malt 
fhe: was determined not to go ‘off with?—-The Sex ! 
The:Sex, all over |~—-Charming contradiction !~—Hah,' 
hab, heh, hah !~~I-muft here lay down my pen, to. 
hold my. fides; for 1 muft have my laugh out, now 
the itis uponme} : 

ee ee 2. a . 


I betieve-I believesHah, hahy hah:!—E believe, 
Jack, my: dogs conclude me mad: For here has one 
oe 8 D4 ot 
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of them popt in, as if to-fee what ailed me; or whom 
Thad with me.—The whorefon caught the laugh, as 
he went out.-—Hah, hah, hah!— An im-pudent 
dog'—-O Jack, kneweft thou my conceit, and were 
-but chy Jaugh joined to mine, I believe it wowld hold 
ame foranhour longer. ae 

t:: But, O my heft-beloved fair-one, xepine mot thou 
at the arts by which thou fufpe@eft thy fruitlefs vi- 
glance has been over-watched..-Take care, that 
thou provokeft not new ones, that maybe Aill more 
. worthy. of thee. If once thy emperor -dectecs  thy- 
fall, thou fhalt greatly fall. Then fhalt have caufe, 
fi; that: comes. to pafs which may come-to. pals. [ for 
‘why. wouldeft than put off marriage to fo long a:day, 
. a8 til] thou hadft reafan to be convinced of myreforma- 
‘tion, deareft ?]; thou fhalt have caufe,. never fear, 
to fit down more diffatisfied with thy ftars, than with 
‘thyfelf. _ And come the. worft to the worf, glorious 
terms will I give thee. Thy garifon, with 
Prudence at the head, and governor Watchfulne/s 
bringing up the rear, thal be allowed to march oat 
with all the honours due to fo brave a refftanoe, Azad: 
_ all thy fex,: and all. mine, that.hear of my firatagems, 
and thy conduct, fhall acknowlege the fortress as nobly 
Won, @sdefended. ssi. ar re re 
: Thou wilt not dare, methinks I hear thee fay, to. 
attempt to reduce fuch a goddefs as This, te a 
; ftandard unworthy of her excellencies. It is impof- 
. Lible, Lovelace, that thou fhouldft intend to break 
‘thro’ oaths and proteftations  folema, 2 2s 
. ,.. Phat I did nog intend it, is cestain. . That I do in- 
tend it, I cannot (my heart, my reverence for her, 
. will not. let: me) fay. But. knoweft: thou :not my 

ayerfion to the {tate of fhackles ?-—And isfhe aot In 
My PowEeR? .: | |: CM Lorine 
, And wilt thou, Lovelace, abufe that:power, which— 
_. , Which what, puppy i »Which Lobtain’d not-by 
her own confent, but againft it. 2.2. - 
’ “aes ut 
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-: Bat which thou. had& never obtained, ne fire not 


| efteemn’d thee aboye-all men. 


- And whieh Thad never taken’ fo much. pains to ob 
‘ain; had Tinot:loved her above all women.—So far 
mpon.a pars: Jack J—And,. if thou: pleadeft honéur,. 
eught not honour to be mutual? If mutual, ‘docs it. 
not: imply mutual: truft, mutual confidence ?-—And. 
what; have I had of that from her to boaft of ? ~~ 
‘Thou knoweft the. whole progrefs. of our warfare: 
For a warfare it has truly been ;, and far, very far,. 
pane mores. veulare fcsaade Doubts, ei ei 
Sy on part : iations: the moft ab- 
ject, on mine. ..Obliged to affume fuch airs of re- 
formation, that every varlet of ye has been afraid 5 
-fhould reclaim: in good earneft. And haft thou not 
thyfelf.frequently obferved to: me,. how aukwardly I 
geturned.ta my ufval gaiety, after I had. been. within: 
-a.mile of aa father’s gar ca-Wwally altho’ I had not 
feenher?, | 
| Does the not deferve to pay for all this t—To make 
‘an honeft fellow look like an hypocrite ;. hia a ig 
thing | ia that ! 
... Thenthow knoweft what falfe lite rogue fhe fas 
heen} How little confcience fhe has made of difap- 
pointing me !|—Haft thou not been.a witnefs of my 
:Tavings,.on.this {core ?—-Have Inot, in the height of 
3 them, vowed revenge upon the faithlefs charmer 2. 
And, af:1 myft be torlwor, whether 1 anfwer her 
2 expeGations, or follow my: own. inclinatioris - fas 
Cromwell faid,: If it muft be my head, er’ the kine’s],. 
cand the option in.my owa powers ean - Lbelitate a 
“moment which to. choofe ?- 
‘Then, Ff fancy,. by: her etrentdneions: ‘and her 
« gonsinual grief, that fhe expetts.fome mifchief from me.. 
¥ don’t care to difappoint any-body have a value for. 
~- But O theneble,..the exalted: creatite }--Who car: 
, avoid hefitating when he-thinks of ae ere ean 
_her een aaa lata Te 
Ds Yet. 
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. Yet, on the other hand, fo loth at laft.te yen- 
ture; tho’ threatened to be forced into the nuptial fet-. 
ters with a man, whom to look upon as a rival, vis 
to difgrace myfelf !— So fullen, now fhe: has vene: 
tured |—Whhat title has fhe to pity; and to, a pity. 
which-her pride would make her difclaim? . .. 
But I refolve not any way. I will fee how der will. 
works 5 and how my will leads me on.. I will give the. 
combatants fair play. And I find, every time I at-. 
tend her, that the is lefs in my power—I mote in hers. . 
Yet, a foolifh littl rogue! to forbid me to think 
of marriage tilt Iam a reformed man !: Till the Lm-. 
placables of her family change their natures, and be-. 
come placable ! - ee ee 
_ Tt is true, when fhe was for making thofe condi-. 
tions, fhe did not think, that, without any, fhe fhoyld 
be cheated out of herfelf; for fo the.dear foul, as- 
thou mayft hear in its place, phrafes it. .. ; | 
How it {wells my pride, to have been able to out». 
wit fuch a vigilant charmer !— E am taHer by half a: 
yard, in my imagination, than I was!—] look dows, 
upon every-body now !—Laft night I was {till more. 
extravagant-——I took off my hat, as I walk’d, to fee. 
if the lace were not fcorch’d, fuppofing ithad brufh’d. 
down a ftar; and, before I put it on again, in mere 
wantonnefs, and heart’s-eafe, I was for buffeting the 
moon. In fhort, my whole foul is joy. When Igo. 
to bed, I laugh myfelf afleep: And I awake either 
laughing or ul eal sea Yet nothing nearly in wiew,— 
neither.—¥or why !'—Jlam not yet reform’d enough } ., 
I told thee at the time, if thou remembreft, how, 
capable this reftriction was, of being turn’d upon the | 
over-fcrypulous dear creature, could I once get her 
out of her father’s houfe; and were I difpofed to. 
punith her for her family’s faults, and for the infinite , 
trouble fhe herfelf had given me. Little ‘thinks 
fhe, that I have: kept an account of both: And 
that, when my heart ig. foft, and all her -ewn, I 
can 


‘and the -con’s, 
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can but turn to my memorandq, and harden myfelf 
at once. eee 
~ O my charmer, look to it !—Abate-of thy haught 
airs !— Value not ue upon thy fincerity, if tiou’ 
artindifferent to me !— I will not bear it. Now.— Arr 
thou not in my PowkéR?—Nor, if thou lovelt me, 
think, that ‘the female affectation of denying’ thy 
love,’ will avail thee Now, with a heart fo proud and 
fo jealous ?—- Remember, moreover, that all thy fa- 
mily-fins are upon thy head !— aa | 
ut, ah! Jack, ~when I fee my Angel, when Iam 
admitted to the prefence of this‘radiare Beauty, what 
wilt become of all this vapouring?— 
But, be my end what it may, Iam obliged, by thy 
penetration, fair-one, to proceed by the fap.— Fair 
and foftl.— A wife at any time-|— That will be al- 
Waar ny Doe | nae nea 
hen put to the univérfity, the fame courfe of ini- 
tial frudies will qualify the yonker for the one line or 
for the other. ‘The genius ought to point out the 
future lawyer, divine, or phyfician !— So the fame 
cautious conduct, with fuch a vigilance, will do, ei- 
ther for the wife, or for the #o-wife. “When I re-| 
form, Pll marry. ”Tis time enough for the owe, the’ 
Lady muft fay— For the other, fay [f° a Se 
But how I ramble !— This it is to be in fuch‘a fitua- 
tion, that I know not what to refolve upon. : 
“PH tell thee ek inclinings, asI proceéd. The pro's 
"II tell thee.— But being got too far’ 
from: the track I fet out in, I-will clofe here. ‘But, 
perhaps, ‘may write every day fomething, ‘and fend’it 
as opportunity offers, 0 


_‘ Regardlefs, however, ‘in alf P'writé, ‘as I fhall be,” 


of connexion,‘ accuracy, or of'any thing, but of my ' 
own imperial will and pleafure “8 
re Cl. Gh te es hae Set ied a 
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LETTER VII. 
Mifs How, To Mifs CLarissa HARLOWE. 
Wednefday Night, April 12. 
I Have your narrative, my-dear. You are the fame 
noble creature you ever were. Above difguife, 
above art, above extenuating a failing, = = 
The only family in the world, yours, furely, that 
could have driven fuch a daughter into fuch extremi- 
‘ties. | “ae 
But you meft not be fo very much too good for 
them, and for the eafe. De | 
" - You lay the blame fo properly and fo unfparingly 
" upon your meeting him, that nothing can be added to 
that fubje@ by your worft enemies, were they to fee 
what you have written. a 
°° “fam not furprifed, now Ihave read your narrative, 
that fo bold, and fo contriving a man-——I am forced 


to break off — 
*,.. You fkood it out much better and longer — Here 
‘_. again.comes my buftling, jealous mother! 
; oC 


>. Dow’ befo angry at yourfelf. Did you nat do for 
-. the beft at the time? As to he firft fault, the: an-— 
-- fwering his letters; it was a moft incumbent spon 
~~ you to affume the guardianfhip of fuch.a family, -when 
»* the bravo of. it-had sym riot, as he did, and brought 
' hhimfelf intodangere 
..* Except your mamma, who is kept down, have 
3 g@hy of them common fenfe law. ele es 


< -- Forgive me, my dear — Here is that flupid uncle 
\ 7 -Anitony-of yours.. A pragmatical, conceited,. pofi- 
ot tive — He came yefterday, ina fearful pucker, and 
-1 > puffed; andubloweds; and :flymiped about our hall and 

_ parlour, while his meflage was carried up. 


Bay ON: ay 
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, came to him —Thedpor was | 
“the two pofitive heads were put tege 
gether, I fuppofe — for | hear en’d, but could hear 

nothing diftinédy, tho’ they beth feem’d fyll of theix 
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My mamma was drefling herfelf. Thefe widows. 
are as sande dhe: the baychgtors;" She 2 not fee: 
him in a dif bille, er the world —What can. fhe 


meat by ARP : 


_o fiis.exvand. was to {et her again eau, and to thew 


their determined rage om your going away. Tbe 
“Mlue proyed x to be {9 too pidend ee ae 
“The odd creature defired to feak with ber alone.. 


Lam not wfed to fuch exceptions, whenever any wifits 
are made tomy mamma. | 


When my mamma was primm’d out, down fhe 


themselves 5: 
rw Clofe.to- 


Subject. Seal ged | ide Je Oe eae "a 
| { had a good mind, once or twice, to have, made: 


_ them open the door--- Could I have been fyre of 
_ keeping but tolerably my temper, I would haye. de- 


> 


- manded admittance —— But I was afraid, if I had pb- 


tained it, that I fhould pe fora it was my mamma’s 
boufe, and heen for turnirig him out of it.—- To | 
‘come to. rave againft and abufe my deareft, deareft, 
faultlefs friend and the ravings to be liften’d to— 
And this in order to juftify themfelves; the one for 


: + contributing to drive her out-of her father’s houfe ; 
- . the.other for refufing her a temporary: afylum, till the 

-ssecanciliatian could have.been, affected, which her dy- 
;- ful heart was fet upon:! —-And whieb it would have 
-:« become the love my. mamma had ever pretended for 


you, to have mediated for~ Could Lhaye had patience ! 


ws 1 hew/ffae,as.J faid, fhew’d what.the errand was— 


Its firfk appearance, after the. ald fulty fellow, was 


|. marched of [You siuft excufe-me, my dear}, was in 


a kind of gldomy,: Harlowe-like refervednels in my 


1: amanuma; which; upon a few refenting flirts of mine, 
tia swas followed.bya pigorous prohibition. of aermefpond- 
ence. os eae ae Peis 
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This put us, you may fuppofe, upon terms not the 
moft agreeable. I defired to know, If I were pro- 
hibited dreaming of you? — For, my dear, you have 
all my fleeping, as well as waking hours. 

I-can eafily allow for your correfpondence with 
your wretch, at firft [and yet your motives were ex- 
cellent], by the effect this prohibition has upon me; 
fince, if poffible, it has made me love you better than 
before ; and I am more defirous than ever of corre- 
fponding with you. ; | 

But I have ftill a more laudable motive — I fhould 
think myfelf the unworthieft of creatures, could ¥ be 
brought to flight a:dear friend, and fuch a meritorious 
one, in her diftrefs.—¥ would die firt— And fo I 
told my mamma. And I have defired her not td- 
watch me in my retired hours, nor to infift upon my 
lying with her conftantly, which fhe now‘does more 
earneftly than ever.— ’Twere better, I told ‘her, 


that the Harlowe-Betty were borrowed to be fet over 


me. ‘ ‘ 

Mr. Hickman, who ey honours you, ‘has, un-— 
known to ‘me, interpofed fo warmly in your favour 
with my mamma, that it makes for him no fmall me- 
rit with me. i i ae | 

I cannot, at prefent, write to every particular, un- 
Jefs I would be in fe defrance.— Teaze, teaze, teaze, 
for ever! The fame thing, tho’ anfwered fifty times’ 
over, is every hour to be repeated — Lord blefs me! 


" what a life muft my poor papa—— But I muft remem- 


ber to whomITamwniting. | — 

‘If this evet-active, ever-mifchievous monkey of a 
man—- This Lovelace—- contrived as you fufpet— ° 
But here comes my mamma again — Ay, ftay a little 
longer, my mamma, if ‘you pleco can but be © 
fufpected ! Ican but be chidden for ‘making you wait ; 
and‘ chidden I'am fure ‘to be, whether I-do or not, ~ 
inthe way you are Antony’dinto, © 

(eee Ge Cm Bere. 
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Blefs me | — how impatient f - I muft break off — 
A CHARMING dialogue—But I-am_fent for down. irs 

2 very peremptory manner, I affure you.— What ar 
incoherent letter will you Haves when-I can get it to 
you! But now. know where to fend it, Mr. Hiek~ 
man {hall find me a meffenger.. Yet, if he be de- 
tected, poor foul, he will be Harhwed-of, as well 


as his meek miftrefs | — aa es 
Doo Es our fdays April 13. 

I nave this mioment your continuation-letter, and 
a litle abfence of my Argus-eyed.mammaie 
' r creature !—~J can-account forall your diffi- 
culties.. A perfon of your delicacy | —- And with: 


fuch a man! —I maft be.brief-———~- 


_ ’The nian’s a fool, my:dear, with all his:pride, and: 


swith all his complaifance, and affe&ed regards to your 


injun@ions. Yet his.ready inventions——-- 
Sometimes I think you fhould go to Lady Betty’s. - 
— I know not. what -to advife yew to.—- 1 could, ‘if 


- you . were not ,fo. intent. upon reconciling yourfelf to’ 


your relations.. But they are implacable, you can: 


‘have no hopes from them— Your uncle’s errand to 


my Mamma may. convince yeu of ‘that; and if ydu 
have an an{wer to your letter to your {ifter, that will 


confirm you, I dare fay.. 


. + You-need not to have. been afraid of .afking me, -: 
- Whether I thought.upon reading your narrative, any" 
- extenuation could lie for what you have done. Ihave + 
told you above.my mind:as.to that—And Irepeat; that 
I think, your provocations and inducements, confidered, : 
_ you are free from blame :. At. leaft, the freeft, that’: 
ever young creature was whotook fuch a ftep. . 
. But you. took it.not— You were driven on: one :: 
fide, and, :poffibly, trick’d on the ,other.—— If; any: 
young perfon on earth {hall be cirgumftanced«as yauis 
were, and fhall hold out fo long as you did, een 
e 
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her perfecutors on. ope hand, and her feducer on die 
other, Iwill forgive her for all the reft. tees ae 
- Al} your acquaintance, you may fuppofe, talk of ne-- 
body but yaus, Some, indeed, bring yeur admirable, 
character againtt you: But nobody. doess, oF 674, 96> 
quit your father. and ainclese ed 
Every-body feems, appsized.of your brother’s and 
filter's. motives, It isy. no, doubt, the very thing 
they aimed. to drive you to, by the, various attacks. 
they made upon you ; unhoping (as. bier ag, da 
all the time) the fugcefs.. They knew, that if once 
ou.ware reltored to favour, Love fulpended would be- 
Love augmented, and that.you. muft defeat and expofe. 
them, and triugph, by yqur amiable. qualities, and 
great talents, over ail their, arts.—And new, | hears. 
they enjoy their fyccefstul malign st 
Your father, is all rage and violence, . He.ought,. 
Lam fure,:to turn his rage inward. All your family 
accufe-you of aéting: with deepart; and are put ppon 
fuppofing,. tat you are eager agi hour exulting 
ever them, with.youranan, in the fuccefs. of it... 
. 1, They-all pretend now, ,that your. trial of Wednel- 
eMay-wastebethelat 2. 
.. Advantage would indeed, my mamma owns, hare 
been taken of yous yielding, if you had yielded. But 
-had yeu not bean: to, be. prevailed upon, they would 
have given up their fcheme,, and taken your ..pranuic 
for renouncing Lovelace — Believe them who will! 
..”Fhey own, hawever, that a.minifter. was to be-pre- 
; fent, My, Solmes was. te be at hand, .And your 
. father was previoufly to try. his authority over. you, 
in: order: to make you fign. the fettlements—- All 


"pf it 3 romantic contrivance of your wild-headed. 


. foolifh brother, I make no doubt.-—Is it-likely, that. 
_neand Bell would have given way: to your reitora- 
., tien to: faveur,.on, any other.terms than thefe their 


4 


How 


Let Lae De a Ne ae 
2 ek  <) es %7 


Ae a &. 


ea RM 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe.. 65 

How they took your flight, when they found it 
e@ut, may be better fuppofed than defcribed. 

Your aunt Hervey, it feems, was the firft that went 
down to the Ivy fummer-houfe, in order to acquaint 
you, that the fearch was over. Betty followed her ; 
and they not finding you there, ‘went on towatd the 
cafcade, engi to a Hint of yours: - ! 

iter aan i the gatden-door, they meta‘ fervant 

They don’t it was thet Jofeph Leman s but it 
f ig likely, Ae it was he] running, as he faid, 
ba purfuing Mr. Lovelace {a preat hedpe-ftake in 
his hand, and out of breath), to alarm the family. 
‘EB it were this’ fellow, and if he were employed in. 
the: double ‘ae of cheatirig them, -and eed | 
you, what thall wethink of' the wretch you are-with 
--- Run away from hin, niy dear, if foi No matter 
to ‘whom —or marry him, if you cannot. + *! 

- Your nee ‘and all your family were- -secordinsly 
glarmed: by this fellow [evidently when téo ‘late for 
‘purfak}."Phey got together, and, wher 2 pofle, ‘ran: 
to the slece of Miter view s'-and fome of’ them: as Yor 
‘as'te-the tracks of the charidt-wheels, without 
ping. And having heard. the man’s tile, upper's 


‘Spot, @ general lamentation, a-nrutual upbraiding and: 
‘Yage, -and grief, were ochved from: the different: per- 
fons, according to their different: Hoa aut and Cotte. 


ceptions. + Aad dey returned ‘like fool _ ow “they 


Yume) Biothde, KEG: aide ine ual averted: 


“men, tobe for a prrftiit. Selmes and your 
uncle’ wed lov to be be the ‘party. But. ta 

‘ mamath ant your atint Hervey difkiaded then 

‘it; for fear of adding evil to: evil ; noe doubt me 
* Lovelace had! taken meafures td fupport’ hie 

“what 'he had done; and cfgetially wher: “the fervint 
" declared, that he: faiw yon fon: with: him, ‘a3’ faft’as: 
ig could fet, foot to ground s- andithae ‘diete\were: 


feveral: . 
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feveral armed men on nee at a {mall diftance 


off. 
op 9p 


“My mamma’s 8 abfence swag owing to ber fafpicion, 
that the Knollys’s were to affiift in our-correfpond- 
ence. She made them vifit uponit.. She doesievery 
thing at once.. And they have promifed, that. no 
more’ letters fhall be left there, without her. know- 
lege. 
ne Mz.. Hickman has engaged ¢ one Filmer, a huf- 
bandman, in. the lane we -call Finch-lane,- near us, 
to receive them... Thither you will be pleafed te: di- 
rect yours, under cover, to. Mr. John Soberton;. and 
Mr. Hickman himfelf will call for them theres and 
there fhall: leave mine. . It goes againft me too, to 
make him {o ufeful to me. — He looks already. fo 
proud upon it !—I fhall have him (who knows? ). give 
jo ea Woe had. beft confider, heed the favour 

e has miming afy may put inte a ¥e 
dangerous, .a ivery ticklifh. fituation: .He that..can 2, 
oblige, may difoblige-—— H app for fosne people notto 
have it in their power to.o ; 

I will have patience, .if J Can, for. a while, to fee 
if. thefe buftlings in. say mamma -will fubfide — But. 
an my word, I will aot long, bear this ufage. 

.Sometimes I am ready.to think, that my mamma. 
Carries it thus on purpofe to tire me out, and to make 
me.the foaner'marry, » Jf I fied.it: to be fo, amd that 
Hickman, in onder: to make a merit with me, is:in 
the low plot, -I-will never bear him in my Jight. . 

Plotting wretch, as I deubt your manis, [ with:to 
heaven, that. you were married, that you might brave 
them all; and not be forced to hide, yourfelf, and. a 
hurvied from , one ipconvenient place to another. . 
charge ee omit not. to lay hald: on:any fealoee 
ae md offex for that purpofe. ..: = 

ee i sere 


r 
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_- Hete again comed mymemnma.-- 


SR 

g look mighty glim upon each other, I can tell 

P peat She had. not beh. darlows meat this rate !— 
-E-won't:beariio!——-. 05 ee tne 


yo otha st! ada SS tos Hee ee 
<- E-have await deal-to write. I :kaow not what to 
upprite firft.-Yet-my mind is fall,and feemsto run over. 


-. -am got-into a private -corner.of, the:garden, to 
be out of her way.-— Lord help. thefe mothers !-- 
‘Do they think they: can prevent a daughter’s writing, 
or doing any thing fhe. has\a mind to do, bydfulpicion; 
-swatchfulneis, and fcoldiag ?--: They ‘had: better place 
“gw confidence in one by half-—+.A.gensrous mind {corns 
‘to abufe a generous confidence...) 6 
You have a. nice, a very nice part to aét, with 
this. wretch — Who yet has, I think, but. one. plain 
‘path before him. I pity. you ! — But you muft make 
the beft: of the fot you have been forced-to draw. Yet 
I fee your difficylties,—- But if he do not offer to abufe 
‘your confidence, 1 would :have you:‘feem, at Jeatt,.:to 
place fomei, him. Oe, BRE ede SEG ae Ney pie ees 
_ If you think not.of :marrying foon, . 1 approve..of 
your refolution to. fix fomewhere oat of his reach : 
And if he know-not where to-find you, fo much the 
better. Yet I verily believe, they would force you 
‘back, could they but comte-at you, if they: ‘were not 
afraid of dim, et ee a 
.. I chink, dy all: means, you fhould:demmtind of beth 
your truftees to be -put in. pofleffion of your: own 
eftate.: - Mean, time I have fixty guineas at your fer- 
vice. I beg you will command ‘them. - Before they 
are gone,. I'll take care.you.fhall be further fupplied. 
I.don’t think you’ll havea fhilling, or a fhilling’s 
worth, of your own, from your Felations,..unle{s 
youextortit-from-them. © 6 0 
As they believe you-went off by. your ownconlent, 
they are furpriz’d, it feems, and glad, ¢hat you ne 
= . ae 


68 Vbe Hrevory of 

left your jewels and ‘nroney’ behind: -yeu; am? have’ 
contrived for cloaths fo ill. Very little likelihood, 
this fhews, of their anfwering your requefts. 
'' Indeed every-body, hot-knowing what Fnow khow, 
Thuft be at a tof to aecouht fer your! fipht, ‘as they 
wilt call it. And how, my dear, tan one téport it 
with any tolerable aévaritug# te-you ? =. To fay, you 
did not intend it, when yeu met him, ‘whe will befevé 
tium'To fay, that # perfon of yout known fteadi- 
hefs -and- pun&iilio was: dver-perfuated, when - he 
gave him the meeting, how will that found? — To 
fay you wete trick’d out of yourfelf, and people were 
to pive credit tu it; how difreputable ? And whit: 
urimarried, ‘and yet-with him, he a: man of fach a 
Character, what would # not fead 2 cenfuring world 
to think ? ' ae a, le Ae ak ' NE “Ss . 
I want to fee how you put'it in your fetter for yout 
cloaths. ee a ee 


that you will.not WAP hep ‘Anns Mowe upon a foot 
with Lovelace, in refufing to aceept of shy ‘offer, IF 
you do viot oblige ate, I thail be apt'to think, that you 
rather incline to be obliged to him, than-to favour me. 
Ad if: I find this, I-fhall not kriow how to reconcile 
it with ‘your delicacy Yn other refpects; © | 
Pray iform me of every thme that paffes between 
ou-and him. My ¢ares for you (however neediefs, 
your ‘own pridenice) make mre wilh you to 
continus to be vety minute. If any thing occur, that 
you would tell_me of; if prefent, fail not to put it 
down in writing, altho’, from your natural difiidence, 
i fhould net appear to you altogether fo worthy of 
your pen, or of my knowing. A ftander-by may fee 


more 


more of the. game than ape shat plays.. _ Great ronfe- 
quences, like. great folks, .aro. e generally asesied, and 
even made great, by. fall caultes, incidents. 

Upen.the whole, J do xat now. shink it isin your 
rows to difmifs him whea.you pleafe.. L apprized 

rehand that it would not. I repeat, there- 
tone that were I yous. I would at leaft /eem to place 
fome confi in him; S@ lang as be is decent, 
‘you may. ee ‘vifibly oblervable, 40 fuch: ich wi 
as YOUTS, es that behaviowy in him, which 
make him unworthy of fome confidence. 

_¥our relations, according to old Antony to my 
wnther, and fhe to ma. (by way of sapere that 
Seok will nat gain your fuppofed ends. upon them by 

saab) fice feem ta expe, that: you. will throw 
yourtel into Lady Betty’s protetion; and that fhe 
will offer to mediate for you: And. they vom,: that 
they will.never hearken to aay accommodation, or 
terms, that. {hall come. from that. quarter. They 
might {peak eut, and fay, fromiony quarter 5 for 
dare aver, that. your brother. and fifter: will nos: let 
thes: copk—At leaf, till their uncles hawe-made fuch 
difpofitions, and. your father, ton, ‘perhaps, Lcaenesd 
would have them make... 

As this letter will apprize you. of an ‘tension: im 
the place ta which you muft dire& your next, I fend 
it by; a friend of Mr. Dickmaa’s, wha may be depended 
up He oleae in the. neighbourhood of Mrs. 

Sis ete he. kyows; aad: willtequm to Mr. 
Hickman this thie night and briag back: nati ring 
fhall . have. ready to fond, -OF CAR > Bet: read oe is is 
moonlight. He won't mind waiting for yau. 7 choofe 
not ta fed by any of Mr. Hickman’ fervants ;-nat 
prefent, however. Every haur is new, ex may be, 
important 3. and may: make, an alterson aad refo- 
lutions and fguation necoflary. . .. 

l hear, from where I fits my: mamma calling akint 
be and putting ‘¢very-body: into motions | dhe will 


‘foon, 
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foon;* I fuppate, “make'me, and: my employment; tlie: 
“fubje& of ther inquiry. eee 
“Adieu, aty dear. | May heiven proferve you, “atid 
reftore you with honour as unfullied a3 your ‘entintd; to - 
ov! Your ee 


ie eos { 
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 Mifs Crarsssa Harrower, To Mifs Howe. 


Ther fday,-P. A. April I 2. : 
I A M. infinitely concerned, my ever-dear and ever~ - 
kind friend, that I am the fad occafion of the dif-— 
ue between your mamma arid you. —-How many 
perfons have I made — . 
a add not to confole myfelf, that my error is not 
owing to wicked precipitation, I fhould be the moft 
miferable of all creatures. _ As it is, I am enough pu- 
nifhed im the lofs of my. character, more valuable to 
me than my life; and in the cruel doubts and per- 
plexities which, confliGting with my hopes, and each 
getting the victory by turns, harrow up my foul be- 
tween them. 

I think, however, that you fhould obey your mam- 
ma; and decline a ‘correfpondence with fo unhappy a | 
creature.—Take care how you fall into my error ; 
for That began with carrying on a prohibited corre- 
fpondence 3 which I thought it in my power to difcon- | 
_ tinue at pleafure. My talent is fcnibbling, and I the | 
 -readier fell into this freedom, as I found delight in 
writing ; having motives too, which I thought laud- 
able ; and, at one time, the permiffion ra) ail my 
friends, to write to him (a). 

‘Yet (altho’ I am ready fometimes to difcontinue a 
correfpondence fo dear to me, in order to make 
your mamma eafy) what hurt could a letter now-and- 

| then 


ANNA Hows." i 


(a) Vol, i, és 16, 17. 


= VL 


Mafia Clarif, Harlowe. 7% 
then from, each..dof---Mine occafionally filled: with 
felf-accufation too !— So much prudence and difcre- 
tion as you have; and lying under no temptation of 


: following fo, bad an example, .in writing,to me. 


ou moft heartily fer your kind offers. You 
may be aflured, that I would fooner be beholden to 
ou, than to any. body living. To Mr. Lovelace the 
lat. Sa, do not think, that by declining it, I have 
an intention to lay myéelf under obligations to him. 
am willing. to. hope, notwithftanding what you 
write, that I fhall have my little money, together with 
my cloaths, fent me by my friends. They are too con- 
erate, fome of them, at leaft, to permit, thatIfhould | 


_ be put to fuch dow difficulties. Perhaps, they, will 


nat be in hafte to eblige me. . But if not, I cannor 
yet want.— I believe you think, I muft net difpute | 
with him the expences of the road and lodgings, till-I 
can get to a fixed.one. But I hope {oon to put an 
end eyen to thofe fort of obligations. - iat 
Small hopes, indeed, of a reconciliation, from your 
account of my uncle’s vifit to your mamma; to fet 
her-again{t an almoft- friendlefs.creature, whem once 
he loved ! But is it not my duty to try for it?: Ought 
Ito widen my error, by obftinacy and refentment, 
becanfe of their refentment ; which muft appear rea- 
fonable to them, as they fuppofe my flight premedi- 
tated; and as they are made to believe, that I am 
capable of triumphing in it, and over them, with the 
man they hate? When I have done all in my power 
to reftore. myfelf to their favour, I fhal] have the lefs 


" to reproach myfelf with.— Thefe confiderations make. 
_ Me waver preiagaly, Dk advice, in relation to 


marriage ; efpecially, as he is fo full of his complai- 
fance, with regard to my former conditions, which 
he calls my tnjundciiens. And, at the fame time, that 


_ they difpofe me not to go to any of the Ladies of his 


family, whofe mediation my friends, as you tell me, 
have fo ftrenuoufly declared againft; Iam ready fe 
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fix all my reliance on my eeufin Morden. ForJ thi 
that if } can be feeuse in 2 tolerable ftate of independ- 
ence, till he comes to England, all. muft then be: der 
termin’d, ina better manner, than by. any other. wey-. 
+ Xot,. if I cannot get this man to leave me, how 
fhatl terms to my friends be propofed ?—If he do,-and 
they fhould get me back again by force, which you 
think they would attempt but for fear of him; how 
will the tovereft acts of compulfion which they can 
have recourfeto, be juftified by my flight paerdhion ; 
—And while we are together, and unmarried, as you 
ebferve, what cenfures do I expofe myfelf to !—-And 
muft I then, to fave the poor remains of my- reputa- 
tion, in the world’s eye, watch the gracious motion 
from this man’s lips ? . 

I will acquaint you, as you defire, with all that 
paffes between us. Hitherto I have not difcover’d any 
thing in his behaviour that is very exceptionable. Yet 
I cannot fay that I think the refpect he fhews me, an 
eafy, unreftrained, and natural refpect; altho’ I can 
hardly tell where the fault 1s. 

But he has doubtlefs an arrogant and incroaching 
fpirit. Noris he fo polite as his education, and other 
advantages, might have made one expect him to be. 
He feems, in fhort, to be one, who has always had 

too much of his own will, to ftudy to accommodate 
himfelf to that of others. =~ | 

As to the placing of fome confidence in him, I fhall 
be as ready to take your advice in this particular, as in 
all others, amd ashe will be to deferve it. But tricked 
away asI was by him, not only againft my judgment, 
byt my inclination, can he, or any-body, expe, that 
I fhoyld cara treat him with complaifance, as 
if T acknowleged obligation to him for carrying me 
, aya TF I id, muft he not either think me a vile 

sifembl beforg he gained- that point, or after- 
Un ee . 
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on. Wsideed, tindeed, my dear, ‘I could tear my fiair, on 
reébnfittering what ‘you write ‘(a8 to’ the probabifit 
-ttat thd dreaded’ Wednefday was more dreaded than it 
néetef tobe); to-think, that I fhould be thus trick’d 
“Sy this “man ; and that,’ in all likelihood, ° thro’ his 
ile agerit Jofeph Leman. ‘ So premeditated and ela- 
borate a ‘wickednefs as‘tt muft be !— Mutt I not, with 
‘fuch a man, ‘be: wanting to myfélf, if I’ were not 
jealous and vigilant ?’—Yet what life to live fora 
fpirit’ fo open, and naturally fo urffufpicious, as mine? 
«.° Lam obliged to Mr. Hickman for the affiftance he 
zis fo’ kiridly ready to give to our correfpondence. He 
- is fo little likely to make to himfelf an additional merit 
‘with the daughter upon it, that I fhall be very forry, 

if he rifk any thing with the mother byit. 
I am now in a fate of obligation’: So mutt eft fa- 
 tisfy’d with whatever I cannot help.— Whom have 
I the power, once fo precious to me, of obliging ?— 
- What I mean, my dear; is, that I ought, perhaps, 
to expect, that my influences over you are weakened 
by my indifcretion. Neverthelefs, I will not, if I can 
‘help it, defert niyfelf, nor give up the privilege you 
ufed to-allow me, of: telling you what I think of any © 
part of your condw& which I may difapprove of. 
~ You muft perimit: me therefore [fevere as your 


{ manima is againft an undefigning offender] to fay, that 


Ithink your livelinefs to her inexcufable— To pafs 
over, for this time, what neverthelefs concerns me not 
a little, the free treatment you‘almoft indifcriminately 
give my relations; a 
' If you will not; for your cw fake, forbear fuch 
' tauntings and ithpatiency’as you repeat to me, I¢t me 
- befeech you, that ‘you will for mine :— Since other- 
‘ wife, your: mamma may apprehend, that my ex- 
ample, like a leaven, is working itfelf into the mind 
of her beloved daughter. And may not fuch an ap- 
ptehenfion give her an irreconcileable difpteafure 
againft me? | 


Vor. II. E | I 
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inclofe the copy, of er,to may, Giers Vwiich 


Gre défirous. to fee. | You/ll oblereey thas alba’. 
suf not’ demanded. 7. eftate, in, fonts, jah a of ny 


et that Ihave inted. at Jeane te:Reticht® Je 
Ti Seajchll 


fly we ‘Keep ay, werd, they rewropdal 
cept of the offer I renew-! jill Ape HOE propennd 
pas you'll thinks. on any aroun am thet 
ws carry’d 0 ag ainft, my inclination. . ; i Tear 
I ams my, Fick friend, . : 

z Tour a eyer-bliged and bjetbinnain 
oe oe. scaupagie 


‘Te Mifs hei Hanvower” Sones 
Inclofed te Aifi Hows. inthe preceding. 


+ My- dear ‘fifter, St. Alban’s, Tuefday, Apr. 11. 


I HAY E, T confefs, been guilty of an a@ion which 
catrigs with. it: a vath-and undutiful zppearance. 
And I fhould have thought it.aa inexoufable one, had 
y. been. ufed. with lefs feyerity thap Ihave -been -of late ; 
ad had I not: had teo great, reafon.-to::appnehend, 
that Twas. to be. made a facrifice to a. man I gould not 
pear to.think.of. But what jg.done,: is done + Per- 
haps I could’ ‘with it had not—and that J had truffed to 
the. relenting of my dear and honoured parents.— Yet 
"This from no lanes aes lhe ‘but-thofe of duty ta 
them. — To whom I am ready to return [if I may 
not. be permitted:to retire to The Grove}, on conditions 
ich.]. before. offered. to-comply with. 3 
Nor fhalk-J be .in. any, fort of dependence. ‘ipon 
_perlon: by. ‘whofe. means] have taken, this truly 
rane ep, inconfiftent. path apy: kpafgnable en- 
{hall enter Antos if Lainct fasthes pre 


popitateda...z 
wba fala ie fy snowy at shines 
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crefie'!} ‘chut F-have'a fifter, but not a firiend in her. 
My-reputation, dearer to me than life (whatever. you 
‘may ithagine from the ftep I have taken), is fuffering. 


. Adedelenity will; even yet, in a great meafure, reftore 


at5- and make that pas ora temporary mifunderftand- 
Fr aaetha which otherwife will be a ftain as durable as 
ife;‘ upon 2 creature who has already been treated with 
preat unkindnefg, to ufeno harfhera word. __ 
For your own fake therefore, for my brother’s 
fake, who have thus precipitated me [I muft fay it !, 
and for all the family’s fake, aggravate not my fault, 
if, on recollecting every thing,.you think it one ; nor 
by widening the unhappy difference, expofe a fifter 
for ever—Prays, a 
| Hour ever-affectionate. -  - 
Cr. HaRLowe. 


J fhail take it for a very great favour, to have my 
cloaths dire@lly fent me, together with fifty 
guineas, which you’ll find in my efcritoire [of 
which I inclofe the key]; as alfo the ewan 
and mifceHlany claffes of my little library ; and, 
if it be. thought fit, my jewels — Directed for 
me, To be left at Mr. Ofgood’s, near Soho- 
‘Square—Till call’d for. : 


LETTER X. | 

'| Mr. Loveracs, To Joun BetFoap, £/9; 
: R. Lovelace, in continuation’ of his laft letter, 
No, vi. gives an actount to his Friend,’ pretty 
- much to the fame effec with the Lady’s, of what 
paffed between them at the inns, in the journey, 
- and till their fixing at Mrs. Sorlings’s. ‘Ie aveid 
repetition, thife paffages in his account are only 
- g@eteadted, whith! will ‘Maes to embeilifb hers 5 to 

2 | open 
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open his views ; or to difplay the humourous talent 
he was noted for, © Ee 
aay ake a ee ee ec ee 
At their alighting at the inn at St. Alban’ son Mondiry 7 
night, thus hewrites~ RE 
The people who came about us, as we alighted, “’ 
_ feemed, by their jaw- fallen faces, and gogelirig dyés, 
to wonder at beholding a charming young lady, ma- — 
jefty in her air and afpe@t, fo compofedly drefléd, yet 
with features fo difcompofed, come off a journey, ' 
which had made the cattle fmoke, and the fervants* 
fweat. I read their curiofity, and my beloved’s uh-* 
eafinefs.” She caft a confcious gla * fhe alighted, ’’ 
upon her habit, which was no habit, ard rai ively, > 
as I may fay, quitting my affifting hand, hurried into 
the houfe el as the could. . * ne 
Ovid was not a greater mafter of metamorphofes © 
than thy friend. Fo the miftrefs of the houfe I in- 
ftantly changed her into a fifter, brought off by fur- ’*- 
prize from a near relation’s (where fhe had winter’d), - 
to prevent her marrying a confounded Rake [1 Tove’ ~ 
always to go as near the truth as I can], ‘whom’ her ~ 
father-and mother, her elder fifter, and all her loving -” 
uncles, aunts, and coufins, abhorred. “This ac- ~ 
counted for my charmer’s expected fullens ; for her 
difpleafure when fhe was to jdin me again, were it‘ 
to hold ;. for her unfuitable dyefs upon a ae 3 and, . 
at the fame time, gave her a proper and feafonable " 


wens 


_ Lh erifige of He 7 duty an 


f 83 iat ce spie eo: a SS ae | .f 
{till more mortifying things, fhe faid, °' 


_argued, T anfwered ‘her, as_ 
“humiticy would“snot! 
do, 


ees turp, J. leaded, 
WE ie as I a ‘ —And when 


_—— 


for ‘which more favourable interpretations \ will Iie.” 3 


ae 


To that’ ‘part “qubere fhe tells Bim’ of ‘thé diffitulty foe 
oe to correfpond : with ‘him ait Sirf; thu's eat ha A 


M; ie Chai Harlowe:, 77. 


do, .] raifed my yoice, and fuffer’d my eye to {parkle 


with anger ; hoping to take advaiit e'of that fweet 
bias which is fo amiable in’ the Sex [which 


: any, § of them. indeed, fantaftically affect], and 2 
whie 


my vitory over this proud beauty is Principal hy" 
owing, ». 
She. was not ‘intimidated, “howevers ‘ahd’ was’ boilig 


to rife upon me th her temper; and would have broke 


in upon.my defence. But when, a miaii talks to a tady ° 
upon ‘fach fubjects, let her bé ever fo much in te 
tis‘ ftrange, if he carinot ‘throw out a tub t6' 

whale ;—if he cannot divert her’ from Yefenting one” 
bold thing,, by: uttering two or threé full as ‘bold ; bie 


A aah 8 


93 


oe 
tt 


bee he ta my precious !— And inhumerabte have 


difficulties thou haft made me ftruggle with.” 


en one day | thou mayeft with, that thou hac hia 


this boaf-; as well as thofe other pretty Hau htine#ies, * 

—That thou didft not: Fejekt Solmes fo my faki eT hae © 
any glory, if 1 valued myfelf upon carrying’ “hee off, 
was thy thame :—That tT have rriote merit with moet 
than ‘with thee, or any. “bod oly elfe é [ What-a cbxcotitbs’ “ 
fhe makes me, J Jack 1] at thou wifhelt thyfelF'n 
thy father’s houfe ‘ sat ‘whatever Were th be the'cons''' 
fequence.—If 1 forgive thee, charmer, for'thefe hints, ° 


for thele reflections, for thefe wiflies, : for ‘thefe' a 


tempts, I am not the Lovelace'l thive beért’ reputed to: 
be ; and that thy treatment of me. fhews that thay 
thinkeff I am— 
=) fhort, her whole air hroxighout this: debate, 
a “majeftic kirid of indignation, which-im- 
plied a- believed fuperiority of tillents overthe man the 
fpake to. Cos BaF tnt moan ey ; 
ae haf neki ul uk ‘often ‘exp 
Figure a pan aids ie a oft wi 
i 3. 


iF 


t 


. eves fhe has, -more fenfe:than himfelf. ‘A! ¢haufand 
: eafons could I give, why lL ought net. to. think.of 
- anarrying Mifs Clariffa Harlawe: At deaf tiJl T.can 
_be fure, that the-loves me with the preference i muft 
-expect from.a wife. 

I begin to ftagcer in my refolutiozs. ‘Ever averte 
_as I was to the Hymeneal .fhackles, how eafily will 
__ old prejudices recur |~~- Heaven give me the heart. to 

be honeft to her ! — There’s a prayer, Jack! — If 
I fhould not be heard, what a fad thing-would that be, 
for the mot admirable of women !]_—Yet, as I do not 
often trouble Heaven with my ‘prayers, who knows 
‘but this may be granted? 
But there lie before me fuch charming difficultics, 
fuch fcenery for intrigue, for ftratagem, for enter- 
.prize— What a horrible thing that my :talemts paist 
all that way !~-When I know what is honourable-and 
. jut; and would almoft wifh.to behoneft ?—/mg/?, I 
~ fay; for fuch a-varlet.am 1, that I cannot altogether 
~ - with it, forthe foul of - me |— Such a.triumph ever 
the whole Sex, #.I can fubdue this lady |—My maiden 
--.wow,.as I may call:it !— For did not the Sex . begin 
with me?—And does this lady fpare me ?—~’Think’ft 
- thou, Jack, that I fhould have fpared my Rofebud, 
_had I been fet at defiance thus ?— Her grandmepgher 
befought me, at firft, to fpare her Rofebud 5 and 
” when.a girl isput,or ppts herfelf, into a, man's power, 
: Awhat oan he with for further? while Lalways con- 
. ‘fider’d appofstion and ae as.a challenge ta do 
> ny worlt (a). 
|... Why, why, will the dear eae ‘ake fuch pains 
to appear all ice to me /—Why will they. by. sz pride, 
awaken. me? Haft.thou not: feen, in the above, 
hae contemptibly fhe treats. me ?-— What have. I.not 
ies fe her, and even from-her ?— Is it tolerable 
to be told, that the will wed pal . l valus mnyfalt 
ae shat. odiows: eS . | 
- me 


“a See Vel. is p. 29). 23%, - 


| : 
wa Wom te Be 


Tb et 
A ex 
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_ ."Bhen‘dhe. cate me hhort in-albmy-ardors.: ‘Tovow 
_ fidelity, is, by a curfed turn upon me; to fhew, that 
--thére is-xeafon, in:my owh opinion, for doubt:ofit.— 


: She sery.fame seflection wpen: nie; ‘once before (2). 


In my power, or out of my power, allone to her.— 
: B05 Beiord, amy poor vows' are cramm’d dowh my 


' ¢hroat, before. they..can well: rife to my lips. ' And 


owhat cancadever ‘ay to his :miftrefs, if the will neither: 
lethim lye norfwearf . -- a. ° 

- 1ne little piece of artafice I had recourfe to : When 
#heipufh’d:fo'hard for me ‘to leave her, I-made a re- 


. syredt.tosher, wpen a: condition fhe: could-not refife ; 


and pretended as much gratitude:upon her granting’ it, 


, . ‘asifit wereia favour of the laft confequence. - 


And what-was This? but.to.promife what the had 
‘before promifed, ‘Never -to marry any other man, 
while I am living, and fingle,: unlefs I fhould give 


: cher. caufe fer-high difguf againft me.. This, you 
_ denow, was promifing nothing, becaufe fhe could be 


atany time.; and was to be the‘fole judge of 


_ the:offence. But it fhew'd:her, how reafonable'and 
| garft.any sexpediations were; and‘thac 1 was ‘no en- 
{ scroacher. : Ree | | 


» She confented; and afeld, What fécutity I’ ex- 


¢ . 
¥ + wt ! 
i -. thee+word ; 


~ Ghe gavesme her word + But-1 befoughe her excu(e 


dor Sealing i's And, inthe darrieimomenit] face to have 
.. . waited: for confent, wodld have-been afking for a ‘dé= 


nial], faluted her.’ And, believe me, or-noty but, as 


« -¥-hepe-te live, it wns the. fel time I-had the ‘courage 
_ eartouch her charming lips with mine.’ And This Etell 


thee, Belford, ithat That Hingle-prefftire (as modeftly 


+ quit too,.28 af | wereasimuch:a virgin 4s herfelf, that 
five tight not be ufraid of'me anothertime) ‘delighted 


seme snore than ever lowas ‘delighted by thé Ufrmatur 


swith any other wonsn, << Se ptecious docs awe, re- 
eee 1 OS at , 2 


; edt 2s - Be : --verenice, 
(a) See Vol. ii, p. 66,-.- ~~ eae a 


86. the BASTony of. 
veren¢e, and. aperchendad. ‘probibitions: anes fori 
WOur Fecch bie ELATED at om 
; mee am only afraid, “that I fhall be ‘t00 Cc ty 
the. dogs nos-at prefestt sald enopgh forime:-.: L ancly 
Know, what so make of palate raat yet: 
+d topt..the brother's - part.on-Monday, night before 
the: dandlady: at St. Albans; afing: my: fitter ’s paodon, 

carrying her: off {o,unpxepar’d for.a journes 5) pated: 
of the joy -my father and mether, .and alt our friends 
would have.on receiving her arid This with fo many 
Grcumftances, that I perceiveds by- a look. the gave 
me, that went thro’ my very reina,: that; | hades 
too far. ..] .apelogie’d -for it, indged;. wher alotie ; 
but Ecould, Not penetrate, for the foul.of.me, iwhesher 
I made the matter. better or -worfe by it. —Butd amof 
qoo frank a nature: My fuccefsy and-the. joy: Ichavey 
becaufe of the jewel I amchalf in pofleffion: we »-has not 
ouly ualock 'd. my. bofom, but hele the. dooR — 
open 

this | is - _eonfounded ay Sex, "Weald. fhe sbist 
fea outs J do-- But I sautt learn refesves of bess: 

needs be unprovided of money But hae 

iso suck gale to accepe of any from me. J would 
have her go to town [to town, if poflible, muft I.get 
her to confent to goj,-in order to provide herfelé. with 
the richelt: of flks which That.can afford. Bue nei- 
ther is this to. be aflented to. . And yet, .as my intelli- 
gen cer acquaints me, her implacable Caaeaied are ree 
olved to diftrefs her all they.can. 

Thefe wretches have been moft glo lorioully +1 saving, 
it feems,. ever fince her, ll Ges thank Hee 
yen, continue to rave ; wil, ~ hope, for a twelve- 
month to come.-—-Now, at laft, it ig my day t— 

Bitterly do they regret, that, they permitted. her 
poultry. vifits, and. garden-walke, which gave her the 

opportunity they know fhe.-had cg Mba gels 
find out how): to concert, as- they. fuppofe, : her 
pre-concerted efcape. For, as oe — in the 


Ivy- 


MOG Cheiffe Hactowe. 8% 
- bowers: they had: a; cunhing ‘defipy' to - arifwer 
spe +her in that permiffion, as Betty told Jofeph-he? 
3 ver (ayo: NDS PAS RAN ge I Se ; 
x’ Bhey. lof: fay, an excellent prétetice for more 
clofely Toatcagiee on-my threatening to refeue mer 
ee ain® her willed old 
’s moated ‘heute ()).:' For. this,'‘as I'told thee 
atothe: Hart, ‘and as 1 once himted-to the deat creature 
hebfelf: (c},. they:had it -in deliberation to do ;' appré+ 
herding, that I might attempt-to ‘carry her off, eithet 
with or: without her confent, on fome one of thofe 
Ooswyived-at'exturfions...5 2 8 TE 
. “Bat: here-my honeft Jofeph, who gave ‘me the ins 
formation, was of admirable fervice to'me: I had 
taught him. to‘rtiake the Marlowes believe, that I was 
phermemseypege! ry rahe rca fiu + 
€s. to Jofeph (d): Jofeph, as they fuppofed, 
by: tampering with walle): gotatall my fecrets, arn 
was acquainted with all my motions: And having’ 
dndertaken to watch all dad te ret too'( 7) 5 
the wie family were fecure ; and fo was toy beloved, 
and fo-was'E.: ee ee Jens PE Te ea ae as 4 
~ Tonce had it-in my head [ahd I hinted ‘it to'thee ii, | 
a former (¢),] <2 cake fuch a ftep'Thould be rtd. 
S. wttemipt'to- carry ‘her’ off by furprize “from the 
wood-houfe ; asit is remote from the dwelling-houfe. 
This; had L-ateempted,-I thould’certainly have effeet- 
ed, by the help of the Confraternity’: “And it would 
have been an action ‘worthy of us All. —. But Jo- 


. feph’s confience, ashe dalled*it,"ftood in'my wa 


for he thought, it niuft have been kriowh'to bedone bf 
a het PP Ne ere ea he YO Dees ~ cee SEAG “tad i oe 
(a)}-See Fol. tts pr yous 5 BY Seer Vo: pS 4B Yd 
ae8-ha44s.245.. <.: (¢) Hol. id, pr:22g.— See Alf p. 252. 
d}: Kel tis: pu gata 304, 905055 5 (a This tai] Re: Kary 
oe saplain'd ite Letters xx of: this lume) ASP BO 
ah bs Bs 3 GB 939s 2349 795-09 (Ch Ste Bal. tym dys 
SAT RL Gia best QE 28 aa ; nna | 


y 2 


§ Ja Historr gt. 
his connivance, _I-canld, J damfy. have-averconie 
this frruple,.ag eably.a.1 did many of bit ethens, thal 
not dependeds at one.time,. upon. her maesti a 
ai midnight ox late-hour.s when, ifthehad,: :it aveuld 
fumes, . uppA the CURRIN: family’s going my: owonk dor 
ME, b "drivin; her lato ROY ZEB, ee oe ee ay 
e And then T-kpew, that Janses and. Arabella were 
determin’d.never ta leave.off shai foolith, trjals.and 
provacations,' till, by, tiring, her out, they had either 
made her Salmes’s. wife 5. or guilty: of .fuch a rafhnes 
as fhould throw her for ever out of -the; favour of 
both her uncles. 5 on a 


as . pact ae | ao Se ay? xe : 4° eno "tes 
. te jc «Bey: me oe © a , re [NR fae id: aa 
4 o- ry e 


"Mr. Lower acs ; ‘In Continuation. 


. 


J Obliged ‘the dear creature highly, I could percnives 


2% by bringing Mrs. Greme fo, ‘attend hex, and tp 
fuffer dea good woman’s recommendation. of lodgings 

to take place, on fier refufal to go to.the Lawn. | 
‘ She mutt obferve, that all my views were honourable, 
ci had provided fer her no particular lodgings, 
eaving it.to her choice, ‘whether the’d gq to M. Hall, 

to the Lawn, to London, ortg,either pf my aunts. 
~ She was vilibly, pleafed with my motion’ of putting 
‘Mrs. Greme. into the chaife with her, and riding.on 
horfeback myfclifK .  ~ See ae 
“Some people would have been apprehenfive of what 
might pafs between her and Mrs. Greme. . Butas all 
any relations. know the juftice of my potemug# by her, 
J wasinno pain on thataccount. Efpecially as I had 
been always, above hypocrify, -or wabting: te . be 
thought better than] ams And indeed, what pccafion 
has a.man to be an hypocrite, who has hitherto found 
his views upon the Sex better anfwer’d, for his being 
Acnown to: be a‘ rake {— Why,even my beloved here, 
x Fs 7 3 deny’d 


‘ 
a. 


“1 
3. 


- e RG. 
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Geny'd Wet'ho! cometpend witty me, the” her Rionds 
drad taught her Yo thirkk: me'otte:—~Who then would 
betryinga new anid: Work chata@er Bo} 
i. And then’ Mis. Greme -is -& ‘pidtis ‘matron’; Wiis 
‘would not have been biaf’d agaitft the truth on ary. 
confideration. She-ufed fdritterly, While thére wet 
any hopesiof my réformati0n, t6 pray formes ‘She 
thawily continues the good citftom, Tdoubts for het 
worthy Lotd makes no feruple, otcefionally, to rave 
‘againit-me te nian, woman, and child, as they comet 
in his’ way.’ He is vety undutiful, ag thou knoweft. 
Suredy,.\ l-may fay fo; fined’ all ditties’ are’ reciprd+ 
‘cal. But for Mrs. Greme, poor worran! ‘ wheh 
nry Lerd has the gout, and is at the Lawn, and 
the chaplain not to be‘found, ‘fhe prays by him, or 
reads a chapter to him: in the Bible, or fome other 
good ‘book. a a a, St r 3 
~? Was it not therefore rivht, to introduce fach a godd 
‘fort of wonran: to my beloved; and to leave them, 
without referve, to their own talk ?— And very bufy 
in talk I-faw they were, as they rode; ‘and felt it too 


_ For mioft'charmingly glowed my cheeks. 


> -T hope I fhall be honeft, ‘I once more fay ! But as 
‘we frail mortals ate not our own' matters, at all ‘times, 
I muft endeavour to keep the dear creature unappre- 
‘henfive, until [can pet her to our acquaintance’s in 


. London, or to forne other fafé place there. Should 


I, in the interim, give her the leaft room for fufpi- 
‘cion 3 or offer to reftrain her, or refufe to leave her 
at her own will ; fhe can make her appeals to ftrangers, 
‘and call the country in upon me; and, perhaps, throw 
“herfelf upon her relations, on their own terms. And 
‘were I now'to lofe her, how unworthy fhould I, be, 
to be the prince and leader of fuch a confraternity as 
‘ours !— How unable to look up among men! or to 
-fhew my face among women !— As things at prefent 
7 ftand, the dare not own, fhe went Of againtt hes 
oo 6 own 


8% >For Bisinalvy afl 

own contents: and I have.taker case to make-wibahe 
jocabies beliewe, thatthe efeapedwithitens zi .1°\, 
ehagreveived. ah anfwer from Mifs Howe, ¢o.the 

letéer written tober from 8t. Adbans Gapiur cas cows! 

i Whativer: are: the-contents,. I-knaow mobs a 
yes dtown'd in' teats § and am the Sufferers! 

i Nit: Howe .is''a charming : creature: tod4 bet he 
foundedty: favart, ‘and ‘ipiritful. . T am.’ good ded 
es peaplreagar envio ioee Cir al 

Sufiphs open 7 to» pt a Antony, ‘by my neft 
Fefeph, opon ' That Hy bacag in gic a : Fhat 

y and obli HO. Gonna teas an. de> 

> upon my - 4 

iftrefs Howe: , ee contradi@ioné:. Soi | 

Mis VA young lady. who is fenfible that dhe has -ail 

the maternal requifites herfelf, to: be under::matérnal 

controul ;—fine ground for-a man of intrigue to‘build 

{iA mother: over-notable ;. a daughter over- 

fenfible; and their Hickman, who oe ae 

but merely-a paffive— 

Only that-1 have an objet fill more defaable law 

: Yetshow unhappy, ‘that thefe two young. ladies 
liveth fo. near. cach other, and are. fo well acquaint= 
ed! Elfe : how: charmingly might I have managed 
them both | YF 

But one man cannot have every woman worth 
having.— Pity tho’—~ when the man is  fuch a VERY 

clever fellow | 


‘LETTER XI. 


Me ‘LovELacs; In Cotas 


N EVER was there: fuch a. pair of {cribbling 
lovers as we ;-—. Yet perhaps whom it fo:much 
concefns to keep from.each other what éach writes. 
She won’t have any thing elfe to do. I wexudd, if 
ee let me. a am nob pada cw for a huf- 
: | i. band. 
a) Fol. li, Letter — (8) Voli i. p 198, 


cae, Yoo 


_ Mifs vGlarifia: Bante. $8 
Dandie-Dations i102 worter, Lard Me fayns ibs 
Sure, is. another of bis: Seateaces,': Ib had pre es 
dealofthativirtue; J thould not havewnited tie 
Jowes own tishe) of ripening into exscoution: my pool 
sition: J benrfelves;iahd- upon then ti fo nt 
- My beloned hasbeen. weiting to her Guoyyfhiend 
Acheliewd, ali thetihas befallen her, and whathad pinfe’d 
betwee us:hitherto. _She-will pofibly -have-fine fabs 
jeGQs for:hen pen, ifthe. be as minute ab I ans-to thee: 
As Tiwould: net he fo'barbarous, . 49 to:penmitiold {Ama 
tony ta fet: Goody Howe again&her; did.Inotidread 
ebp onnfeences:of the. correfporideade betwen tho 
two young ladies. So lively the one, fo-vigtlant, $4 
prudent: both, wha: would not - with: to ‘outwit; fach 
gils;.:and to:be able:to twirl them round his finger:M 
.+- Bly charmer <has. written‘ ta; hen - fifter.-for bes 
tloaths; for::.fome gold, and fier. forse. of -her henkss 
‘What books can tell: her more than the knows? 

T can.:)' So the had better Budy:mes be: 2 al 
_ She may write. She muft be obliged to meat laf, 
with all her pride... Mifs Howe:will be ready extough, 


a 
a 


indeed, tofupply ther;!. but:-1 queftien, whether. fhe . 


ee it bahar te -her iets who. is: 9s sy cir 
aa tregrave... And my agent's ageht Antony. has! 
Yeady ici the mother a bint, which will eae 
} Of pecuntaries: eae Oy F 
. Belides, if Mafs. Howe has money by her, I can 
put her mother. upon borrowing it of her.—Nor blame 
me, Jack, for contrivances that have their founda- 
tion in generofity.. Thou ‘knoweft my fpirit; and 
that I fhould be proud to jay an obligation upon my 
charmer, to ‘the amount of half my eftate.. Lord M. 
has miore for me than: I caniever with for... My pretlos 
minant: paffion is- Girl, not Gold; nor-value I This, 
but as it ‘helps: me to: Téa, and gives: me‘ indepen 
dence. mS nn ee 
} was forced to put it into the fweet novice’s head; 
as well for my fake.as for hers (left we fhould be set 
é 


~ 
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able by hex diredtion),. whither: to di s-feithk 
of » cen if they: oe beer ita: } 
; bt aA Sok 

do, I hall bapin to-dread: a. copetiion 3 

dts be foxced ‘to: muferfor a comtrivance or tS, 
po prevent ity and.to:aveid: mifchie&. For thar as I 
a cages Jotoph _ tis bi panhaged rich 


eee how wilt think me: i fad fellow, Tnloabtssi-: ‘Bat 
ase not.all rakes fad fellows?—~A ndthow,” toi aby: liede 
power, as bad as any?. If theu dodt:all that’s.in* 
head and in oT heart todo, thou are worle then m 5 
for Ldo not, :I aflurethee..:: > + uM 
; J psopofed,.and the: oonleaud ‘geen leech: or 
whatever clfe hex relations faould think fit-to fend:her, 
fhould be directed to-thee, atthy coufin Ofgoori’s.— 
Let afpecial: meflenger, a¢.my charge; bring? me:.any 
detter, or portable: parcel,: that: fhall: comecs If net 
portable, . give me notice of tit.::.:Bat thouwlt have:no 
rouble. of shis fort from her relations,. I dare be fworn. 
And, in this afflurance, I-will leave.them, I think; 
a upon they own. heads... A man would havd no 
more: te anfwer for than:needs mufh.) v2. 

But one thing, while I shink: of. CEevie: ohigrene 
importance to be attended:to }-- You mud = Hee 
writeto me in charaéter, as I fhall do to-you. : 
know we into whofe hands ‘our letters may sah ? Pie 
would.be a confounded. shing. to, be. blown he a a 
train of ene’s own laying. 

: Another thing remember ; I. hive: chang’d my 
name: Chang’d it without an agt of parliament? 
“ Robert Huntingford’’ it is:now. Continue 2ygarra 
. Itis.a refpeCtable addition,: altho’ every forry fellow 

affumes it,’ almoft to the banifhment:of the ufuat tra- 
vellidg one of Captain, ‘< To be left till called. ihe 
« at the pofthoufe at Hertford,” 

 Upon-naming thee, fhe afked thy charaSter. I gave 
‘thes a better than thou. deferveft, in order to do 


credit 


Mis--Glarfie: Harlowe. &y 
Eredit: to syfalf... Vet Ltald: hes, thet thad weit. ag 
aukward:-puppy: x: and “This todo credit to Thepysthag 
fhe may not, if ever the.is'to fee thes, .expeft.a-cle- 
yexer.fdjaw, than. fhe’Jl: find ;.. yet Ghparet mak 
warsdnefs hefviends thes not a ditsle +. Kar.wort thon, 
Gightly..varleg, people src swould. difcover. nothing extra- 

erdinaxy in. thee, when. they Somers 4: with. thee; 
Whereas feeing a bear, they are ‘urges ’d:to. find in 
thee any thing that is like amagm., Felicitate thy felf 
$hen upon: thy..defeéts-; which ara: fo guidently thy 
principal een and which. occafion. thee a. di- 
&inGien thou wouldft otherwife. never have. . 

The lodgings we ae in ‘at prefent are not-conver 
nient. . I was fadglicate aa to find fault awith them, as 
commaunicating wath.each other, becaufe I knew the 
lady would ; and fold her, ‘Fhat-were Ifure fhe was fafe 
from. purfuit, I would leave her ‘in them, fince. fuch 
was her earneft defire.. -The devil’s: in’t, if I don’t 
bariith:evea the Madew of miftruft from: her heart... She 
it dan an infidel againg all resfon pee apiearaness 

Qn: *te oe _ 

Flere are two young likely girks;, daughtersvof the 
widow Sorlings ; that’s the name of-our. landlaaly.. . 

.Thayeonly, at erefent, admur’d thenxin-their dairy 
peorkss How :greedily do the whede Sex: fwallaw 

|= So: pleas’d was I.with the.younged;: for the 
elegance of her works, that I kifs’d her, aad fhemade 
me. a cowtefy for my:.condefceniion:; .and dbluth’d, 
and feem’d fertible all over.: Encouragingly, yet in- 
nocently, the adjufted. ber handherchish and looked 
tewards the door, as.much asto beh She'-would: mot 
tell, were L to kids hes:again. 

. Her elder fitter popt. upon her. The eunttious out 
bluth’d again, -and look’d fo confounded, that I made 
an excufe for her, which gratify’d- both. Mrs, Betty, 
faid I, I haye been fo. much. pleas’d with the neatnefs. _ 
of your ania agus that I could not help ot 
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your fifter: You have your fharé-of mievit’ it: them: F 
am fure—Give me leave—-.- pais amar PTS | aes Pris 3" 
- Good fouls!— I likethemn’ both.-8hé towrtefied ' 
too!——Hew.I love a: grateful: temper’ lO that nry 
Mifs Harlowe were'but half fo ‘avknowlégitig P28 7°°3 
- I chink I -ntoft: get one‘ of them: td atterid ity 
charmer,: when: fhe removes The mother (eens ta 
be a notable wemani'- ‘Shehad Hot belt; However, be: 
ter notable: For, were the-by' fifpieionte pivé'a face 
of diffrculry 0' the mitter; it: would ‘prepare me'for 4- 
al withone or both the daughtérs.: “9% 6 °° - 7? 
Allow mea little rhodomontade, ‘Jack But réally: 
and traly,' sy heart & fix’d. © E-can think'ef necrea 


oe 
be, 
er: 


ture breathing of the-fex, but Hiy Gloriana. °° - 
ne ran eee “s Fe ue a a a ee ee ine a Ayiite 


LETTER xX, 
py From Mr. Loverace 5, In Continuatione 5 5: 

& Eaee S is Wednefday ; the oa I was to have lo&: 

t myocharmes for:ever ben. With: what high: fatuf-- 
faétion and hearts-eafe can I now fit down, and triumph. 
over my mien in: fleaw: at’ Harlowe- Place! ::. Yet! “tis 
perhapscheft for them; that fe got:off as the:did.: Who: 
knows: what :confequeaces might have follow’d upon! 
my! attendiig -her .ins: or: (if the chad :net: met me)}' 
upon: my projected wifit, followed by my. Myamideonst: 

But-had:Lieven gone in with hes :unsaccompany’tl,' 
Lathinlo L+had::but-littde> reaton: for approbenfion's°Foy! 
well:thou-knoweft,. that:the' tame Spirits: which.vahié 
theméelyes upon reputation, :and are; held within the! 
fhirts of: the:law, by: political confaderations only, mayo 
be:comypar'd,to an infé€tious {pides ; which will rai into 
his -hole the maméné one:of his threads: is toutheds byt 
a finger that ¢an-cruth him, Jeavirigyall this toils deferioen 
lefs,.and-te be .brafh’d down abthe -willsof the potent 
invader. ds Wehile id: fly Alyy that has-netthen ‘courage: 
nor ftrengeh to: xebthy nd fobnenipives notice -by: ste 
byno aid its ftruggle, of its being intangled, aa out 

cps 
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, Fteps the, felf:cinguialeribed tysant, winds rowstl and. 
round the .poor infect, ‘till be: eoversnit ‘with: hii: 

: bpwel(gun toils; sind when-fo, fully fcouned, :thatne 
| Cen neithen move leg- nor: wing, fufpends itwasiffor-a? 
; SpeCacle.to-hesexutted aver .Dhen Maling té tho! 
| does of bis cell,:.tarne- abaut;.- - glotes: over at ‘a 
diftanee 5,and, fometinecs advancing, fometisacs: retires 

ing, preys. at; leifuse-upon its -vitals.. -: 

. But-new. L-think of it, -widl not. dua complies de: 
as well. for the intangled. girls, as fer. the same. nae ?> 
——Better o’ my canicience 1 Fis but comparing ithe es 


nd {pictex to. us. brave. fellows ; a and. if 


quadrates,-~ . 
_ Whatever our, hearts arein,g- ous heads will: follow: 
Begin with, fpiders, with -Alics, with ‘what .we will, : 
the Girl is the. centre _ ‘gravity, and we ail naturally 
tend toit. -.: 

Neverthele&s,, to recur 5 T cannot but. obferve, that 
thefe tame fpirits ftand a poor chance i ina fairly offen- 
; fidte war with fuch of. us. nvad fellows; as are. above’ 

alk! Jaws sind: ftorn to. ikulk behind’ the’ ‘hypoeriticat 
. fadgeniot reputation.’ Poa eee” 

Thou knowedt; that L never: feaupled: to: throw: mye 
ff Amorig. numbess:.of .adverlaries;.: the ‘more. the? 

fafors -One'br twos no:feary> will take the purtve6ix: 
¢ fingle adveneurer,. if not intentionally, in faa: ‘bol: 
ing im ia, -while othere hold in the: principal watago~: 

| -nift, 00: the angmentation- of. their, motual: prowels, 
;, tid both.are: prevailed upen:.to compromife,: 05 one. to! 
g abéént.~So, that. upon. the. whole, ‘the law-breakexs: 
bate the advantage of the. layw-beepers, gill the: world: 
over; .at leaft for:2. time, : tilh they have‘rurto the end! 
‘of their racer—Add to: this, is the: queftidn between: 
me and she Harlowes, thatthe: whole ‘family-of them: 
Diufh know that they have injur’d me~ Did-they not,: 
. at, their-own chusrchy clufter together like bees, when: 
thay: faw me enter it 2,-Nau:knew they-whtich fhoutd: 
i venture preeee: neben.the abiaafedntrigels ean iON 
fig ey Gs Sia = Aone 16S, 


x 


whurches. 0-0 
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James, indeed, was not there. Ifhe had, he would 
sperhaps: have endeavour’d)to. /eat vatiant. . Buc there 
is a fort.of vadourin she face, which, by its oversbhitter, 
fShews fear.in the:beart : Juft fuch-a face-would: fames 
-Harlowe’s -haveibeen, had I made them a-wiity. - - 

+ ‘When I have: had fuch: a-face and/fuch-a teart as 
that to deal. with, Ihave beew ail: calm-and ferene, 
and left it to the friends of fucha-one, -as' ckave done 
to. the Harlowes, to.do my work forme. © 

[am about mufterng up:in my memory, -all-that I 
have ever done, that: has: been -thought praife- worthy, 
or but barely tolerable.: I am afraid thou: carift not 
kelp me to many remembrances-of this fort 5 -becaufe 
I never was fo bad as fince I have known thee. :~ . 

Have. I nothad it in my heart to: do fome: good that 
thou canft remind me of? Study for me, Jacek. I 
dnave recolleGed feveral inftances, which I think will 
tell in ;—But fee if thou canft not help me to fome 
-which I.may have forgot) «© =. 2 6 3 3 
: This I may:venturetofay, That.the principal blot 
in my efcutcheon is owing to thefe-Girls, ‘thefe con- 


' founded Girls. But for’ Ziem, could go-to .cherch 


with a-good confcience : ‘But-when A do, ‘There they 
are,’ Everywhere ‘does “Satan fptedd” his {nares ‘for 


gre 


oe ut, nowt think of ity whavifeur govertiors fhould 
appoint chutches ‘for ‘the: ween: only, ‘arid others* for 
ithe meh ?—Full'as proper,:4 thifk, for’ the promoting 


vof-tene: piety ini both, 4 fuck better. thanr the” fyna- 


igogue- lattices] as feparite ‘boakding-{chools ‘for thea 


 ducation, (0° 8 1 


 "Phereare already ntale-and female dedications of 
EN Ee Oe, ae ade ee ode Mee EE 
. Sti Swithin's, ‘Se. *Stephen’s, “Seo Phone's, Ba. 
‘George's,’ aid fo forth, might be appropritted to the 
thon: and theSanta Katharina’s, Santa Anna’s; Santa 
Maria’s, Santa ‘Miargarettd’s, for‘the women! =” 


Yet, 


a Se i oe i whe 


=e 
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.- Wety ware it.{o, and life to: be the forfeiture of being 
: found at the female churches, I believe I fhould, like 


: , wa fecond, Clodius, change. my, drefs, to come.at my 


. Portia: or, Calpurnia, thd’ one the daughter of a 
Cato, 'the other the-wife.ofa Cefar. 

: Wut how]. aap l—eYet thouufed& tocfay;/thou 
dikedft.my.excurfions: If thou.doft, thou’lt have 


_enow: of them :. FarI never.bad a fubject I-fo much 


‘adored ; and with which I fhall probably -be! com- - 
 pelled. to :have fo .much patience, before I ftrike the 
dvlows if the blow Ido ftrike. 5 

| But let.me call: myfelf. back to. my secordatton-fab- 


| jeQ-c-T hou nesdedt nat to remind me of my. Rofsbud. 


J have. her in.my: head ; . and moreover ‘have contrived 
fo -giye my fair-one an hint. of that. affhir, by the 
_ agency. of honeft Jofeph Leman -(a)3 altho’ I kave 


"mot xeaped the hoped-for credit of her acknawlege- 


cMmMenterr tt, 
_ That’s the devil; and it :was always: my-hard-fate-- 
Every thing I dothat.is good,..is but.as I ought !— 
Everything of a cantrary.nature:is brought .into-the 
. dneft glaring light:againgt me leds this fair? Ought 
snot a balanee to: be Hruck ? -and.the. credit carried: to 
My, acgaynt(-—=Y et Lamaft omn tee, that I:half grudge 
gohnny this blooming maiden ; for, .in-tguth, 1 think 
| foe wemar too. rich a jawel toihang about a poar 
WMaan’s.neck, oo Beet - ee ae 
_ ively, Jnek, if I am in a fault in my amivesial 
sasonations, iafithe. fex,. the even. in general ought to 
5: love me the better for it. vty 
' And fo they do, I thank them heartily:;- except 
~here and there a.covetousiittle rqgue-comes orofs me, 
who, -under ghe-pretence of Joving virtue for Ks own 
fake, .wants to‘have me all to herfelf,— : 
793d bawpuiambledenoughw sy 
Sito tart wet er a. +, Mdtetty forthe preoferte 
() See Vol, ii, p, 148, 349-0155, 152. 
[o-  @ v7 had LE T- 
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LETTER XIV. 
Mifs CrarissA Hartowe, To Mi/s Howe. 
Thurfday Night, April 13. 

] Always lov’d writing, and my unhappy fituation 
gives me now enough of it ; and you, I fear, too 
much. —I have had another very warm debate with 
Mr. Lovelace. It brought on the fubje&t, which you 
advifed me not to decline, when it handfomely offer’d. 
And I want to have either your acquittal or blame, 
for having fuffer’d it to go off without effect. 2 
The impatient wretch fent up tol me feveral times, 
while I was writing my laft to you, to defire my com- 
pany ; yet his bufinefs nothing particular ; only to hear 
bim talk. ‘The man feems pleated with his own volu- 
bility ; and, whenever he has collected together abun- 
dance of fmooth things, he wants me to find ears for 
them.—Yet he need not: for I don’t often gratify 
him either with giving him the praife, or fhewing the 
pleafure in his verbofenefs, that he would be fond of. 
When I had difpatch’d the letter, and given it to 
Mr. Hickman’s friend, I was going up again: But he 

befought me to ftop, and hear what he had to fay. 
Nothing, as I faid, to any new purpofe—but com- 
puainings, and thofe in a manner, and with an air, as 
thought, that bordered upon infolence :—-He could 
not live, he told me, unlefs he had more of my com- 
pany and of my zndulgence too, than I had yet given 

im. 


Hereupon I ftept into the parlour, not a little out of 
humour with him 3 and the more, as he has very 
Quietly taken up his quarters here, without talking of 
removing. - ; 

We began prefently our angry conference. -He 
provoked me; and I repeated fevetal of the plaineft 
eninge I had faid before ; and particularly told him, 
that I was every hour more and more difflatisfy’d with 

: ~. myfelf, 
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myfelf, and with him: That he was not aman, who, 
in my opinion, improv’d upon acquaintance: ‘And 
that I fhould not be eafy till-he had left me to myéfelf. . 
_-He might be furprized.at my warmth, perhaps.— 
But really the man looked fo like a fimpleton; hefi- 
tating, and having nothing to fay for himfelf, or that 
fhould excufe the peremptorinefs of his demand upon 
me [when he knew I was writing a letter, which a 
gentleman waited for}, that I flung from him, declare- 
ing, that I would be miftrefs of my own time, -and 
of my own actions, without being called ta. agcount 
for either. © - oe eu had, de ee 
He was very uneafy till he could again be admitted 
into my company. And when I was obliged to fee 
him, ‘which was fooner than I liked, never djd man 
put on a more humble and refpe&tful demegnour.. - 
~He told me, That he had, upon this. gccafien, been 
é¢ntering into himfelf, and had found a great. deal of 
reafon to blame himfelf for an.impatiency and incopfi- 
deration, which, altho’ he meant. nothing, by it, -muf 
be-very ‘difagreeable to one of my delicacy. ,. That 
having always aimed at a manly hacerity aad. openndss 
of‘ heart, ‘he bad not till now difcaver.d, that beth 
were very confiftent with that true politenefs, ..which 
he feared he had too much difregarded, while he fought 
fo avoid'the contrary extreme ; knowing,, that in me 
he had. to deal with a lady, who defpiied -an.bypor. 
crite,’ and: who ‘was above all flattery. 1.Buts fron 
this time. forth, I fhould find fuch an ‘alteration in.hisi 
hole behaviour, as might. be expected from, a-ntdn, 
Wha knew himfelf ay get mg prefancel 
find ‘conyerfatioh of a perfon, who had the.mott delie 
cite mind in' the world—that was his flourilh. 5,.,.-462 
I faid, That he might, perhaps.expect congratulation 
sipon die Wilcgvety he had juft new, made, Chat. tre 
politeness’ and: firicerity were yery. compatible}: dius: 


at “L,. who. Had, ‘py ‘a, perverfe fates hegn terran 


that 
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that he had not fooner found this out:—Since, I 
believed, very few men of birth and education: were 
ftrangerstoit, = = a ee 

He knew not, neither, he faid, that he had fo badly’ 
behav’d himéfelf, as to deferve fo very fevere a rebuke. 

Perhaps not. But he might, if'fo, make another 
difcovery from what I had faid ; which ‘might be to 
my own difadvantage: Since, if hé had fo much rea- 
fon to be fatisfied with bimfelf, he would fee what an 
ungenerous perfon he fpoke to, who, when he feem’d 
to give himfelf airs of humility, which, perhaps, he 
thought beneath him to aflume, had not the civility 
to make him a compliment upon them; but was 
ready to take him at his word. 

He had long, with infinite pleafure, the pretended 
flattery-hater faid, admired my fuperior talents, and 
a wifdom in fo young a Lady, perfeély furprifing ! 

Lady he calls me, at every word, perhaps in com- 
pliment to himfelf. As I endeavour to repeat his 
words with exactnefs, you'll be pleafed, once for all, 
to excufe me for repeating This. I have no title to it. 
And I am fure I am too much mortify’d at prefent to 
take any pride in that, or any other of his compli- 
ments. Oo e 

Let him ftaid ever fo low in my opinion, he faid, 
he fhould believe all were juft; and that he had nothing 
to do, but to govern himfelf for the future by my 
example, and by the ftandard I fhould be-pleafed to 
give him. | 

I told him, I knew better, than to value myfelf 
upon hiis volubility of fpeech : As he pretended to pay 
fo preferable a regard to fincerity, he fhould confine 
himfelf to the ftrict rules of truth, when he fpoke of 
me, to myfelf: And then, although he fhould be fo 
kind as to imagine, he had reafon to make me a com- 
pliment, he would have much moreto pride himfelf in 
his arts, that had made {0 extraordinary a young crea- 
ture fo great a fool—- a a 
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- Really, my dear, the man. deferves not politer 
treatmnent:!—- And then has. he- not.made a fool, an 
egregious fool, of me ?—I am aftaid he thinks fo 
kamteli—~ 650 | oe, 


He was furpriz’d! He was amaz’d! at fo ftrange a. 


“ turn upon him !—He was very unhappy, that nothing 


he. cauld door fay would give me a good opinion of 
him. . He with’d I :would let him know, what he. 
could do.to obtain: my confidence.— 

I told. him, I defiv’d his abfence, of all things. I 


* faw. not, that my.friends thought it worth their while 
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to give me‘difturbance: Therefore, if he would fet 
out for London, or Berkthire, or whither he pleafed, 
it would be moft agreeable to me, and moft reputable 


too. | 14 ; 

, He would.do fo, he faid, he intended to do fo, the 
moment I was in a place to my liking—in a place 
convenient for me. . ° : 

This would be fo, I told him, when he was not 
here, to break in upon me, and make the apartments _ 
inconyement. _ . | 

He did. not think this place fafe; and as I had not. 
had. .thoughts.of ftaying here, he had not been fo foli- 
citous, as otherwife he. fhould have been, to injoin 
privacy to his fervants,.nor to. Mrs. Gugme, at her 


‘leaving me; and there were two or three gentlemen 


in the neighbourhood, he faid, with whofe fervants 


' his goffiping rafcals had fcraped acquaintance : So that 


he could not think of leaving me here unguarded and 
unattended. — But fix a any place in England, 
where I could be out of danger, and undifcovered, 
and he would go to the furthermoft part of the king’s 
dominions, if,. by. doing fo, he could make me eafy. ° 

I told him plainly, that.I fhould never be in humour: 
with myfelf for mesting him; nor with him, for | 


” feducing me away: That my regrets increafed, inftead 
- of diminifhed: That-.my reputation was wounded . 
* That nothing I cquld do would now setrieve it: fe 
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that he muft not wonder, if I every hour ‘grew more 
and more uneafy both with myfelf and him: That 
upon the whole, I was willing to take care of myfelf; 
and when he had left me, I fhould beft know what te 
refolve upon, and whither to go. | 

He with’d, he faid, he were at liberty, without 
giving me offence, or being thought to intend to 
infringe upon the articles that I had ftipulated and 
infifted upon, to make one humble propofal to me.— 
But the facred regard he was determin’d to pay to all 
my injunctions (reluctantly as I had on Monday laft 
put it into his power to ferve me), would not permit 
him to make it, unlefs I would promife to excufe 
him, if I did not approve of it. 

I afked, in fome confufion, What he would fay ? 

He prefaced and paraded on; and then out came, 
with great difidence, and many apologies, and a bafh- 
fulnefs which fat very aukwardly upon him, a propo- 
fal of {peedy folemnization : Which, he faid, would 
put all right: would make my firft three or four 
months, which otherwife muft be paffed in obfcurity 
and apprehenfion, a round of vifits and vifitings to 
and from all his relations; ‘To Mifs Howe; To whom 
I pleafed: And would pave the way to the reconci- 
liation I haddo much at heart. 

Your advice had great weight with me juft then, as 
well as his reafons, and the confideration of my un- 
happy fituation: But what could I fay? I wanted 
fomebody to fpeak for me: I could not, all at once, 
act as if I thought, that a// pundtilio was at an end. 
I was unwilling to fuppofe it was fo foon. 

The man faw I was not angry at his motion. [| 
only blufh’d up to the ears; that I am fure I did: 
Look’d filly, and like a fool. 

. He wants not courage. Would he have had me 
catch at his firft, at his very firft word?—I was flent 
too !—And do not the bold fex take filence for a mark 
of favour ?e=Then, fo /aiely in my father’s houfe | 

at 3 Having, 


In 


- Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 97 


—* 4ey 


ptuous filence. True Love was fearful of offend- 
ing — [Take care, Lovelace, thought I, how yours 
is tried by that rule]. Indeed fo facred a regard 
[foolifh man!] would he have to all my declarations 
made before I honour’d him— a 
I would hear him no further; but withdrew in tog 
vifible confufion, and left him to make his nonfenfical 
Alourifhes to himfelf. | : | 
I will only add, that, if he really withes for a fpeedy 
folemnization, he never could have had a luckier time 
to prefs for my confent to it. But he let it go off; 
and indignation has taken place of it: And now it 
fhall be my point, to get him at a diftance from me. 
Iam, my deareft friend, , 
Your ever faithful and obliged fervant, 
7 Cu. 
LETTER XV. 
Mr, Lovetace, To Joun Berrorp, E/q; 


{17 HAT can be done with a woman who is above 
flattery, and defpifes all praife but that which 


‘flows from the approbation of her own heart? 


But why will this admirable creature urge her 
deftiny? Why will fhe defy the power fhe is abfo- 
lutely dependent upon ?—Why will the ftill with to 
. Vou. IT. F my 
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my face, that fhe had never teft her father’s houfe ?-— 
Why will fhe deny me her company, till fhe makes 
me lofe my patience, and lay myfelf open to her refent- 
iment ?— And why, when fhe is offended, does ‘the 


carry her indignation to the utmoft length, that a - 


fcornful beauty, in the very height of her power ahd 
pride, can go? = - : 
' Is it prudent, think’ft thou, in ter circumftances, 
to tell me, bi ipo to tell ine, That fhe is every 
hour more and more diffatisfy’d with herfelf and he? 
‘That am not one, who improve upon her, in my 
converfation and addrefs? [Couldft thou, Jack, bear 
this from a captive '] That fhe fhall not be-eafy white 
fhe is with me? That fhe was thrown upon me by 4 
perverfe fate? That fhe knew better than to value 
erfelf upon my volobility? That if I thought fhe 
deferv’d the compliments I made her, I might pride 
myfelf in my. arts, which had made a fool of fo exe 
traordinary a perfon? That fhe fhould never forgive 
herfelf for meeting me, nor me for feducing her away? 
{Her very. words !] That her regrets increafe inftead 
of diminifh? ‘That fhe would take care of herfelf; 
and fince her friends thought it not worth while to 
purfue her, fhe would be left to that care? That I 
Should make Mrs. Sorlings’s houfe more agreeable by 
my ‘abfence?—And, go to Berks, to town, or where~ 
ever I would [to the devil, I fuppofe], with all her 
heart? | Soe | 

The impolitic charmer !—To a temper fo vindic- 
tive as fhe thinks mine! To a free-liver, as fhe be- 
lieves me to be, who has her in his power !-—I was 
before, as thou knoweft, balancing ; now this fcale, 
now that, the heavieft, I only waited to fee how 
‘ber will would work, how mine would lead me on, 
Thou feet what biafs hers takes—And wit thou 
doubt that mine will be determin’d by it ?—Were not 
her faults before this numctous enough ?-~Why will 
the put me upon tooking back ? -- , 

3 : | 
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I will fit down to argue with myfelf by-and-by, 
and thou fhalt be acquainted with the refult.- . 
If thou kneweft, if thou but beheldeft, the abje& 
flave fhe made me look like !—I had given myfelf high 
airs, as fhe call’d them: But they were airs that fhew’d. 
my love for her: That thew’d I could not live out of 
her company. But fhe took me down with a ven- 
! She made me look about me. So much 
advantage had fhe over me; fuch fevere turns upon 
me; by my ‘foul, Jack, I had hardly a word to fay 
for myfelf. I am-afhani’d'to tell thee, what a poor 
creature fhe made me look like !—But I could have 
told her fomething that would have humbled her pretty 
pride at the inftant, had fhe been in a proper place, 
and proper company about her. © ot 
To {uch a place then—and where fhe cannot fly 
me—And then to fee how my will works, and what 
can be done by the amorows See-faw ; now humble $ 
now proud; now expecting, or demanding ; now 
fubmitting, or -acquiefcing—till I have tired refift- 
ance, But.thefe hints are at prefent enough—I may 
further explain myfelf as I go along; and.as 1 confirm 
or recede in my future motions.— If the wiil reyive 
paft difobligations !—If fhe wi/I—But no more—No 
more, as I faid, at prefent, of threatenings. 


LETTER Xvi. 
Mr. Loveract ; In Continuation. | 
AND do I not foe that I fhall need nothing but 


patience, in order to have all power with me? 

For what fhall we fay, if all thefe complaints of a 
character wounded ; thefe declarations of increafing 
regrets for meeting me; of refentments never to be 
got over for-my feducing her away ; Thefe angry com- 
mands to leave her :—What fhall we fay, If all were 
to mean nothing but Matrimony ?—And what if 
F\2 : my 
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my forbearing to enter upon that fubject come out te 
be the true caufe of her petulance and uneafinefs ? 

I had once before play’d about the fkirts of the 
irrevocable obligation; but thought myfelf obliged 
to {peak in clouds, and to run away from the fubject, 
as foon as fhe took my meaning, left fhe fhould ima- 
gine it to be ungeneroufly urged, now fhe was in 
fome fort in my power, as fhe had forbid me, before- 
hand, to touch upon it, till I were in a ftate of 
vifible reformation, and till a reconciliation with her 
_ friends were probable. But now, out-argued, out- 
talented, and pufhed fo vehemently to /eave one, 
whom I had no good pretence to hold, if fhe would go; 
and who could {fo eafily, if I had given her caufe to 
doubt, have thrown herfelf into adie: protection, or 
have return’d’to Harlowe-Place and Solmes ; I fpoke 
out upon the fubject, - and offer’d reafons, altho’ with 
infinite doubt and hefitation [Jeff foe fhould be offended 
at me, Belford !] why, fhe fhould affent to the legal 
tie, and make me the happieft of men. And O how 
the mantled cheek, the downcaft eye, the filent, yet 
trembling lip, and the heaving bofom, a {weet col- 
Je&tion of heighten’d beauties, gave evidence, that the 
tender was not mortally offenfive ! 


. Charming creature, thought I [But I charge thee, _ 


that thou let not any of the fex know my exultation] 
Is it fo foon come to this ?—— Am L already lord of the 
deftiny of a Clarifla Harlowe!—Am I already the 
reformed man thou refolvedft I fhould be, before I had 
the /ea/# encouragement given me? Is it thus, that 
the more thou knoweft mz, the lefs theu feeft reafon ta 
approve of me?—And can art and defign enter into 
a breaft fo: celeftial; To banifh me from thee, to 
infift fo rigoroufly upon my abfence, in order to bring 
me clofer!to.thee, and make the bleffing dear ?—-Well 
co thy-arts juftify mine; and encourage me to let loofe 

my plotting genius upon thee. | z 
_ I ut 


? 
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ichigo ‘ But let me tell thee, charming maid, if thy wifhes 
njueg ate at all to be anfwer’d, that thou haft yet to account 

+ the fin tO. me for thy reluctance to go off with me, at a crifis 

ips when thy going off was neceflary to avoid being 

| boat ie forced into the nuptial fetters with a. wretch, that 
deta Were he not thy averfion, thou wert no more honeft 

nor fet tO thy own merit, than to me. | | 

vile Tam accuftomed to be preferr’d, let me tell thee, 
14 DY thy equals in rank too, tho’ thy inferiors in merit 5 

A , but who is not fo! And fhall I marry a woman, 

a, who has given me reafon to doubt the preference fhe 

-’ has for me! , 

‘ ‘i _ No, my deareft love,—I have too facred a regard 
- for thy injunctions, to let them be broke thro’, even 
“T by thyfelf. Nor will I take-in thy full meaning, by 
ce" blufhing filence only. Nor thalt thou give me room to 
si doubt, whether: it be neceffity or love, that infpires 
ine this condefcending impulfe. , 
ue Upon thefe principles, what had I to do, but to 

a conftrue her filence into contemptuous difpleafure ? 

a And I bege’d her pardon, for making a motion, which, 

* Thad fo much reafon to fear, would offend her: For 
©" the future I would pay a facred regard to her previous 
“injunctions, and prove to her, by all my conduct, the 

truth of that obfervation, That true love is always 

fearful of offending !— _ 

_ aay tgs could the Lady fay to this? methinks 
ou afkett. | 

Say !—Why fhe look’d vex’d, difconcerted, teaz’d; 

was at a lofs, as I thought, whether to be more angry 

with herfelf, or me. She turn’d about, however, as 

if to hide a fturting tear ; and drew a figh into two or 

three but juft audible quavers, trying to fupprefs it 5. 
and withdrew, leaving me mafter of the field. 

Tell me not of politenefs: Tell me not of genero- 
fity : Tell me not of compaffion :—Is fhe not a match 
for me? More than a match? Does fhe not out-do 
me at every fair weapon? Has fhe not made me 
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doubt herlove? Has fhe not taken officious pains to 
declare, that fhe was not averfe to Solmes for any 
refpect fhe had to me? and her forrow for putting 
al out of dis reach; that is to fay, for meeting 
me 

Then what a triumph would it be to the Harlowe 
pride, wereI now to marry this Lady?—A family be- 
neath my own !— No one in it worthy of an alliance 
with, but her !— My own eftate not contemptible !— 
Living within the bounds of it, to avoid dependence 
upon their betters, and obliged to no man living !|—My 
expectations ftill fo much more confiderable-My perfon, 
my talents — not to be defpifed, furely —Yet rejected 
by them with fcorn :—Obliged to carry on an under- 
hand addrefs to their daughter, when two of the moft 
confiderable families in the kingdom have made over- 
tures, which I have declined, partly for her fake, and 
partly becaufe I never will marry, if fhe be not the 
perfon: To be forced to ffeal-her away ; not only 
trom them, but from herfelf :—And muft I be brought 
.to implore forgivenefs and reconciliation from the 
Harlowes !— Beg to be acknowleged as the fon of a 
gloomy tyrant, whofe only boaft is his riches? Asa 
brother to a wretch, who has conceived immortal 
hatred to me; and to a fifter who was beneath my 
‘attempts, or I would have had her in my own way, 
fand that with a tenth part of the trouble and pains, 
that her fifter, whom fhe has fo barbaroufly infulted, 
has coft me, yet not a ftep advanced with her ?] And, 
finally, as a nephew to uncles, who valuing themfelves 
upon their acquired fortunes, weuld infult me, as 
creeping to them on that account ?- Forbid it the blood 
of the Lovelaces, that your Jaf, and, let me fay, not 
the meaneft of your ftock, fhould thus creep, thus 
fawn, thus lick the duft, fora Wire !— 

Proceed anon. | 
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LETTER XVU. 
From Mr. Loverace ; In Continuation. 


BY T is it not the divine Clariffa [Harlowe let me 
not fay ; my foul fpurns them all but her] whom 
} am thus by implication threatening '—— If virtue be 
the true nobility, how is fhe ennobled, and how would 
an alliance with her ennoble, were there no draw- 
backs from the family fhe is {prung from, and prefers 
tome? .. be 
. But again, let.me ftop.—Is there not fomething 
wrong; 4as there not been fomething wrong in this 
divine creature ? — And will not the reflections upon 


that wrong [what tho’ it may be conftrued in my fa- . 


vour?] make me unhappy, when zovelty has loft its 
charms, and fhe is mind and perfon all my own ?— 
Libertines are nicer, if at a/l nice, than other men. 
They feldom meet with the ftand of virtue in the 
women whom they attempt. And by thofe they have 
met with, they judge of all the reft. Jmportunity 
and Opportunity no woman is proof againft, efpecially 
from a perfevering lover, who knows how to fuit 
temptations to inclinations. This, thou knoweff, is 
a prime article of the rake’s creed. | | 

And what! (methinks thou afkeft with. furprize) 
Doft thou queftion this moft admirable of women ?—+ 
‘The virtueof aCLarissa doft thou queftion ? 

I do not, I dare not queftion it. My reverence 
for her will not let me, direé#ly, queftion it. But lef 
me, in my turn, afk thee—Js not, may. not her 
virtue be founded rather in pride than principle ?— 


‘Whofe daughter is fhe?—And is fhe-not a daughter ? | 


If impeccable, how came fhe by her impeccability } 
— The pride of fetting an example to her fex hag run 
away with her hitherto, and may have made her 
till xow invincible —But is not that pride abated ? — 
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What may not both men and women be brought to 
do, ina mortify’d ftate? What mind is fuperior to 
calamity ?— Pride is perhaps the principal bulwark of 
female virtue. Humble a woman, and may fhe not 
be poe? humbled? - . | 

Then who fays, Mifs Clariffa Harlowe is the pa- 
razon of virtue? Is virtue itfelf ? 

All who know her, and have heard of her, it will 
be an{wer’d. 

Common bruit !— Is virtue to be eftablifhed by 
eommon bruit only ?—— Has her virtue ever been 
proved ?—Who has dared to try her virtue? 

' I told thee, I would fit down to argue with myfelf ; 
and I have drawn myfelf into the argumentation be- 
fore I was aware. : : 

L<t me enter into a ftri& difcuffion of this fubje&. 

I know how ungenerous an appearance what I have 
faid, and what I have farther to fay, on this topic, 
will have from me: But am I not bringing virtue to 
the touchftone, with a view to exalt it, if it come 
out to be virtue? — Avaunt then, for one moment, 
zl! confideration that may arife from a weaknefs, 
which fome would mifcall gratitude; and is often- 
times the corrupter of a heart not ignoble ! 

To the teft then. And I will bring this charming 
creature to the ftricteft teft, that all the fex, whomay 
be fhewn any paffages in my letters [And I know 
thou cheareft the hearts of all thy acquaintance with 
fuch detached parts of mine, as tend not to difhonour 
characters, or reveal names. And this gives me an 
appetite to oblige thee by interlardment] that all the fex, 
I fay, may fee what they ought to be ; what is expected 
from them ; and if they have to deal with a perfon of 
_ reflection and pundctilio [pride, if thou wilt], how 
careful they ought to be, by a regular and uniform 
conduct, not to give him caufe to think lightly of them, 
by favours granted, which may be interpreted into ma- 
tural weaknefs, For is not a wife the keeper of a man’s 
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honour? And do not her faults bring more difgrace 
upon a hufband, than even upon herfelf? 
It is not for nothing, Jack, that I have difliked the 
life of fhackles!— ae ee 
‘To the teft, then, as I faid, fince now I have the 
queftion brought home to me, Whether I am to have 
a wife? And whether fhe be to be a wife at the firft, 
or atthe fecond hand? . | 
I will proceed fairly ; I will do the dear creature 
not only ftri@, but generous juftice; for I will try 


her by her own judgment, as well as by our prin- 
ciples. 
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She blames herfelf for having correfponded with 
me, aman of free character ; and one indeed whofe 
firft view it was, to draw her into this correfpond- 


to herfelf. vd nee : 
Now, what were her inducements to this corre- 

fpondence ?— If not what her nicenefs makes her 

think blame-worthy, why does fhe blame herfelf ? 

Has fhe been capable of error ?— Of perfifting in 
that error? Cae ae, 4 

Whoever was the tempter, that is not, the thing ; 
nor what the temptation. The faé?, the error, is now 
before us. ° 2 -_ 

Did the perfift in it againft parental prohibition ? 

She owns fhe did. 

Was there ever known to be a daughter who had 
higher notions of the filial duty, of the parental au- 
thority? | 

Never. , 

What muft be thofe inducements, how ftrong, . 
that were too ftrong for duty, in a daughter fo duti- 
ful?— What .muft my thought have: been of them, 
what my hopes built upon them, at the time, taken 

in this light ? 

Well, but it will be faid, That her principal view 
was, to prevent mifchief between her brother and her 
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other friends, anid the man vilely infultéd by them 
all. | 

But why fhould fhe be more coricerned for the fafety 
of others, than they were for their own? — And had 
not the rexcounter then happen’d ? — Was a perfon of 
wirtue to be prevailed upon to break through her ap- 
parent, her acknowleged duty; upon any confidera- 
tion? — Much lefs was the to be {6 prevailed upon 
to prevent an s thegenan evil only ? 

Thou, Lovelace, the tempter (thou’lt again break 
out and fay), to be the accufer ! ; 

But I am-wet the accufer; I am an arguer only, 
and, in my heart, all the time acquit and worfhip the 
divine creature. But let me, neverthelefs, examine, 
‘whether the acquittal be owing to hey merit, or to my 
weaknefs, the true name for love. _ | 

But fhall we fuppofe another motive f= And that 
is Love 3; a motive which all the world will excufe 
her. for.—But let me tell all the world that do, zot be- 
caufe they ought, but becaufe all the world is apt to | 
be mifled by it. ) 

Let Love then be the motive : — Love of whom ? 

A Levelace is the anfwer. . | 

Is there but one Lovelace in the world ? — May 
not more Lovelaces be attracted by fo fine a figure? 
By fuch exalted qualities ?— It was her character that 
drew me to her: And it was her beauty and good 
‘fenfe, that rivetted-my chains; and now, all toge- 
thér make me think her a fubjet worthy of my at- 
tempts ; worthy of my ambition. oe 

But thas fhe had the candor, the opennefs, to ac- 
knowlege that love? 

She has not. 

Well then, if love it be at bottom, is there riot 
another vice lurking beneath the fhadow of that 
love ! — Has fhe not affectation ?— Or is it pride of 
hart ? 7 

And what refults? —Is then the divine Clariffa 

Harlowe 
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“Harlowe capable of loving a man whom fhe ought nat 


to love ? — And is fhe capable of affectation? And 
is her virtue founded in pride?— And, if this anfwer 
be affirmative, muft fhe not then be a woman ? ~ 
-Aind can fhe keep this lover at bay ?-~—Can the make 
bim, who has been accuftomed to triumph over other 
“women, tremble? —Can fhe fo conduét herfelf, as 
to make him, at times, queftion whether -fhe loves 
him or any man; yet not have the requifite command 
over the paffion itfelf in fteps of the higheft confe- 
uence to her honour, as foe thinks [I am lea? her, 
Jack, by her own thoughts] —but fuffer herfelf to 
be provoked to promife to abandon her father’s houfe, 
and go off with him, knowing his character ; and even 
conditioning not to marry till improbable and remote 
“contingencies were to come to pafs.? — What tho’ the 
provocations were fuch as would juftify any other 
woman ; yet was.a CLarissa to be fufceptible to pro- 
vocations, which fhe thinks er/el/f-highly cenfurable — 
for being fo much moved by ? | 
But let us fee the dear creature refolving to revoke 
her promife ; yet meeting her lover; a bold and in- 
trepid man, who was more than once ‘before difap- 
pointed by her; and who comes, as fhe muft think, 
prepared to expect the fruits-of her.appomtment, and 
refolved to carry her off.—And Jet us fee him aétually 
carrying her off ; and having her at his mercy—May 
there not he, I repeat, other Lovelaces ; other like 
intrepid perfevering enterprizers ; altho’ they may not 
go to work in the fame way ? — | 
And: has then a CLarissa [herfelf her judge] 
failed? —‘In fuch great points failed ?—— And may 
the not further fail? — Fail in the greatef# point, to 
which all the other points in which ‘fhe has failed, 
have but a natural tendency:?- 
Nor fay thou, that virtue, in the eye of heaven, 
is as much a manly as a womanly grace [By virtue in 
this place 1 mean chaftity, and tobe fuperier to tem- 
F 6 ptation ; 
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ptation ; my Clariffa out of the queftion]. Nor afk 
thou, Shall the man be guilty, yet expe& the woman 
to be guiltlefs, and even unfufpe@table ? — Urge thou 
not thefe arguments, I fay, fince the wife, by a 
failure, may de much .more injury to the hufband, 
‘than the hufband can do to the wife, and not only 
.to her hufband, but to all his family, by obtruding 
another man’s children into his pofleffions, perhaps to 
_the exclufion of (at leaft to a participation with) his 
own ; he believing them all the time to be his. In the 
eye of heaven, therefore, the fin cannot be equal. 
Befides, I have read in fome place, that the woman 
was made for the man, not the man for the woman. 
Virtue then is lefs to be difpenfed with in the woman 
than in the man. 
Thou, Lovelace (methinks fome better man than 
thyfelf will fay), to expec fuch perfe&tion ina woman!— 
Yes, I, may I anfwer. Was not the great Cefar a 
great Rake as to women? — Was he not called, by 
his very foldiers, on one of his triumphant entries in- 
to Rome, The bald-pated lecher ?—and warning given 
of him to the wives, as well as to the daughters, of 
his fellow-citizens? — Yet did not Czfar repudiate 
_ his wife for being only in company with Clodius, or 
rather becaufe Clodius, tho’ by furprize upon her, was 
found in hers? And what was the reafon he gave for 
- it? — It was this (tho’ a rake himfelf, as I have faid), 
-and only this — The wife of Cafar muft not be fu- 
fpelted !— | 
Cezfar was not a prouder man than Lovelace.— 
Go-to then, Jack; nor fay, nor let any-body 
fay, in thy hearing, that Lovelace, a man valuing 
himfelf upon his anceftry, is fingular in his expedcta- 
tions of a wife’s purity, tho’ not pure himfelf. 
As tomy CLaARissA, I own, that I hardly think, 
_ there ever was fuch an angel of awoman. But has 
fhe not, as above, already taken fteps, which fhe her- 
felf condemns? Steps, which the world, and her own 
| family, 


smi i 8 | 


Mis Clariffa Harlowe. 109 
umily, did not think her capable of taking ?— And 
ox which her own family will not forgive her? 

Nor think it ftrange, that I refufe.ta hear any thing 
leaded in behalf of a flandard virtue, from high pro- 
vocations. —~ Are not provocations and temptations 
the tefts of virtue? — A ftandard virtue. myft not be 
allowed to be provoked to deftroy or annihilate itfelf. . 


a ae wee ee 


May not then the fuccefs of him, who could carry 
her thus far, be allowed to be an encouragement for 
him to try to carry her farther ?— ’Tis but.to try, 
Jack — Who will be afraid of a trial for this divine 
lady ?— Thou knoweft, that I have more than once, 
twice or thrice, been tempted to make this trial upon 
young ladies of name and character: But never yet 
found one of them to hold me out for a month ; nor 
fo long as could puzzle my invention. I have con- 
cluded againft the whole fex upon it. And now, if I 
have not found a virtue that cannot be corrupted, I 

will {wear that there is not one fuch in the whole fex. 

Is not then the whole fex concerned that this trial 
fhould be made? — And who is it that knows her, 
that would not ftake upon her head the honour of the 
whole? — Let her who would refufe it, come forth, 
and defire to ftand in her place. ; 

I muft affure thee, that I have a prodigious high 
opinion of virtue ; as I have of all thofe graces and 
excellencies, which I have not been able to attain 
myfelf.— Every free liver would not /ay this, nor 
think thus — Every argument he ufes, condemnatory 

_of his own actions, as fome would think — But inge- 
nuity was ever a fignal part of my character. 

Satan, whom thou mayeft, if thou wilt, in this 
cafe, call my inftigator, put the good man of old up- 
on the fevereft trials.— To his behaviour under thefe 
trials, that good man owed his honour and his future © 
rewards. An innocent perfon, if doubted, muft with 
to be brought to a fair and candid trial. 
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Rinaldo, indeed; in Ariofto, put’ the Mantuan 
knight’s cup of trial from him, which was to be the 
‘proof of his wife’s chaftity (@) — This was his ade 
ment for forbearing the experiment: ‘ Why fhould I 
“© feek a thing I fhould be loth to find? My wife is a 
* woman: The fex is frail. I cannot believe better of 
© her than Ido. It will be to my own lofs, if I find 
© reafon to think worfe.”? But Rinaldo would not 
have refufed the trial of the lady, before fhe became 
his wife, and when he might have availed himfelf by 
detecting her. 

For my part, I would not have put the cup from 
me, tho’ married, had it been but in hope of finding 
reafon to confirm my good opinion of my wife’s ho- 
nour ; and that I might know whether I had a fnake 
‘or a dove in my bofom. 

To my point — What muft that virtue be, which 
“will not ftand a trial? — What that woman, who 
would with to fhun it ? 

Well then, a trial feems neceflary for the further 
eftablifhment of the honour of fo excellent a crea- 
ture. 

’ ° And who fhall put her to this trial? — Who, but 
the man, who has, as fhe thinks, already induced her, 
in /effer points, to fwerve ?— And this for her own 
fake, ina double fenfe— Not only, as he has been 
able to make fome impreffion, but as fhe regrets the 
impreffion made; and fo may be prefumed to be 
guarded againft his further attempts. | 

‘The fituation fhe is at prefent in, it muft be con- 
feffed, is a difadvantageous one to her: But if fhe 
overcome, that will redound to her honour. é 
Shun 


(a) The frory is, That whoever drank of this cup, if bis 
mife were chafte, could drink without fpilling : If other- 
wife, the contrary. See Ariofto’s Orlando Furiofo, Book 
x]i1i, 
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Shun not, therefore, my dear foul, further trials, 


nor hate me for making them.— For what woman 
can be faid to be virtuous till fhe has been tried ? 
Nor is one effort, one trial, to be fufficient. Why ? 
Becaufe a woman’s heart may be at one time ada- 
meant, at another wax. — As I have often experienced. 
And fo, no doubt, haft thou. 

A fine time on’t, methinks, thou fayett, would the 

women have, if they were all to be tried ! | 

But, Jack, I am not, for that, neither. Tho’ I 
am a rake, I am not a rake’s friend ; except thine 
and company’s. 

And be this one of the morals of my tedious 
difcuffion — * Let the little rogues who would not 
< be put to the queftion, as 1 may call it, choofe 
© accordingly — Let them prefer to their favour, good 
© honeft fober fellows, who have not been ufed to 

, © play dogs tricks: Who will be willing to take them 
“ as they afr and who, being tolerable themfelves, 
© are not fufpicious of others.’ 
‘But what, methinks thou afkelt, is to become of 
- the lady, if the fail? 
i What? — Why will fhe not, HA once fubdued, be 
; always  baaeeate ? Another of our libertine maxims— 
And what an immenfe pleafure to a marriage-hater, 
‘st what rapture to thought, to beable to prevail upon 
@  fuch a lady as Mifs Clarifla Harlowe to live with him, 
“a Without real change of name! | 
But if fhe refift-—If nobly fhe ftand her trial— 
its Why then I will marry her, to be fure; and blefs 
gyi, My ftars for fuch.an angel of a wife. - 
; i will the not hate thee? — Will fhe not re- 
b © fule— 7 | 
No, no, Jack! — Circumftanced and fituated as 
af «SOW are, I-am not afraid of that.— And hate me !— 
4s (Hf 


‘a Why thould fhe hate the man who loves her upon 
nye tt f ? mee | 
jiin® rook 
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And then for a little hint at reprizal — Am I not 
juftify’d in my refolutions of trying her virtue ; who 
is refolved, as I may fay, to try mine ?— Who has 
declared, that fhe will not marry me, till fhe has 
hopes of my reformation ? 

And now, to put an end to this fober argumenta- 
tion, wilt thou not thyfelf [whom I have fuppofed an 
advocate for the lady, becaufe I know that Lord M. 
has put thee upon ufing the intereft he thinks thou 
haft in me, to perfuade me to enter the pale; wilt 
thou not thyfelf] allow me to try, if I cannot awaken 
the woman in her?— To try, if fhe, with all that 
glowing fymmetry of parts, and that full bloom of 
vernal graces, by which fhe attracts every eye, be 
really inflexible, as to the grand article? 

Let me begin then, as opportunity prefents.—I 
will — And watch her every ftep to find one fliding 
one; her every moment, to find the moment criti- 
cal. And the rather, as fhe fpares not me, but takes 
every advantage that offers, to puzzle and plague me; 
. nor expeéts, nor thinks me to bea good man. If fhe 
be a woman, and love me, I fhall furely catch her 
once tripping: For Love was ever a traitor to its har- 
bourer: And Love within, and I without, fhe’ll be 
more than woman, as the poet fays, or I /e/s than 
man, if I fucceed not. | 

Now, Belford, all is out. The lady is mine ; hall 
be more mine. — Marriage, I fee, is in my power, 
now fhe is fo [Elfe perhaps it had not]. If I can 
have her without, who.can blame me for trying? If 
not, great will be her glory, and my future confi- 
dence.— And well will fhe merit the facrifice I thall 
make her of my liberty ; and from all her fex honours 
next todivine, for giving a proof that there was onee 
a woman whofe virtue no trials, no ftratagems, no 
temptations, even from the man fhe hated nat, could 


overpower. 
Now 


Co 
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~ Now wilt thou fee all my circulation: As in a glafs 
wilt thou fee it—CaBata, however, is the word 
(a); nor let the fecret efcape thee even in thy 
dreams. | oo a 

Nobody doubts, that fhe is to be my wife. Let 
her pafs for fuch, when I give the word. . Mean- 
time Reformation fhall be my ftalking-horfe; fome 
one of the women in London, if I can get her thither, 
my bird.— And fo much for this time. 


LETTER XVII. 
Mifs Howe, To Mifi Cuarissa HARLOW 


[In.anfwer to Letters viii. xiv.] 


ON’T be fo much concerned, my deareft friend, 
at the bickerings between my mamma and me. 
We love one another dearly notwithftanding. If my 
mamma had not me to find fault with, fhe muft find 
fault with fomebody elfe. And as to me, I am a 


very faucy girl; and were there not this occafion, 


there would be fome other to fhew it. | 

You have heard me fay, that this was always the 
cafe between us. — You could not otherwife have 
known it. For when you was with us, you harmo- 
nized us both; and indeed I was always more afraid 
of you than of my mamma. But then that awe is 
accompanied with love. Your reproofs (as I have al- 
ways found) are fo charmingly mild and inftructive ! 


‘fo evidently calculated to improve, and not to pro- 


voke, that a generous temper muft be amended by 
them.— But here now, mind my mamma, when ycu 
are not with us — You fhall, I tell you, Nancy! —TI 
will have it fo! — Don’t I know beft ! — I won't be 
difobey’d ! — How can a daughter of fpirit bear fuch 

| % language ! 


(a) This word, whenever ufed by any of thefe gentle 
men, was agreed to imply an inviolable Secret. 
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language! Such looks tee with the language ; and 
not have a longing mind tadifobey? e 

_ Don’t advife me, my dear, to ebey my mamma in 
her prohibition of correfponding with you. She has 
no reafon for it. ‘ Nor would fhe of her own judg- 
ment have prohibited me. That odd old ambling foul 
‘your uncle (whofe vifits are frequenter than ever), in- 
{tigated by your malicious and felfith brother and fifter, 
is the occafion, And they only have borrowed my 
mamma’s lips, at the diftance they are from you, for 
a fort of fpeaking-trumpet for them. The prohi- 
bition, once more I fay, cannot come from her 
heart: But if it did, is fo much danger to be ap- 
prehended from my continuing to write to one of 
my own fex, as if I wrote to one of ‘the other? 
Don’t let dejeGion and difappaintment, and the 
courfe of oppreffion which you have run thro’, weaken 
your mind, my deareft creature ; and make you fee 
inconvenjencies, where there poftibly cannot be any. 
If your talent is /cribdling, as you call it ; fo ismine— 
And I will fcribble on, at ‘all opportunities ; and to 
you; let ’em fay what they will. — Nor let your 
letters be filled with the felf-accufations you mention: 
There is no caufe for them.— I with, that your Anna 
Howe, who continues in her mother’s houfe, were but 
half fo good as Mifs Clariffa Harlowe,. who has been 
driven out of ‘her father’s. | . 
_ I will fay nothing upon your letter to your fifter, 
till I fee the effe@ it will have. You hope, you tell 
“me, that you fhall have your money and cloaths fent 
you, notwithftanding what I write of my opinion to 
- the contrary.— I am forry to have it to acquaint you, 
that I have juft now heard, that they have fat in coun- 
cil upon your letter; and that your mamma was the 
only perfon, who was for fending you your things ; 
and was over-ruled. I-charge you therefore to accept 
of my offer, as by my laft; and give me particular 
directions for what you want, that I can fuppl you 
with befides. Don't 
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“== Don’t fet your thoughts fo much upon‘a reconcilia- 
tion, as to prevent your laying hold of any handfome 
‘{ (opportunity to give yourfelf a protéCtor 3 fuch a one 
i} as the man will be, who, I imagine, hufband-like, | 
# will let-nobody infult you but himfelf. : 
i What could he mean, by letting flip fuch a one as | 
i that you mention ?—I don’t know how to blame you 
= neither. How could you go beyond filence and 
&  blufhes, when the foolith fellow came with his ob- 
=  fervances of the reftriCtions which you laid him un- 
:' der when in another fituation? But, as I told you 
= above, you really {trike people into awe. And, upon 
1 gy word, you did not fpare him. : 
i I repeat what I faid in my laft, that you have a very 
f mice part to a@: And I will add, that-you have a 
| ymind that is much too delicate for your part. But 
; when the lover is exalted, the lady muft be humbled. 
He is naturally proud and faucy. I doubt, you muft 
engage his pride, which he calls his Soxour : And that 
you muf throw off a little more of the veil. And I 
would have yeu reftrain your wifhes before him, that 
you had not met him ; and the like.—What fignifies 
wifhing, my dear ? — He will not bear it. You can 
hardly expect that he will. , 

Neverthelefs it vexes me to the very bottom of my 
pride, that any wretch of that fex fhould have fuch a 
triumph over fuch a lady. 

I cannot, however, but fay, that lam charmed with 
your fpirit, So much fweetnefs, where fweetnefs is 
requifite ; fo much fpirit, where fpirit is called for— 
What a true magnanimity ! 

But I doubt, in your prefent circumftances, you 
muft endeavour after a little more of the referve, and 
palliate a little— That humility which he puts on 
when you rife upon him, is not natural to him. 

Methinks I fee the man hefitating, and looking like 
the fool you paint -him, under your correCtive fupe- 

riority ! 
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riority !— But he is not a fool. Don’t put him upon 
mingling refentment with hislove. = 

. You are very ferious, my dear, in the firft of the 
two letters befare me, in relation to Mr. Hickman and 
me; and in relation to my mamma and me. _ But, 
as to the latter, you muft not be too grave. If we 
are not well together at one time, we are not ill to- 
gether at another——And while I am able to make my 
mamma fmile in the.midft of the moft angry fit fhe 
ever fell into on the prefent occafion (tho’ fometimes 
fhe would not, if fhe could help it), it is avery good 
fign — A fign that difpleafure can never go deep, or 
be lafting. And then a kind word, or kind look, to 
her favourite Hickman, fets the one in raptures, and 
the other in tolerable humour, at any time. 

But your cafe pains me at heart; and with all my 
levity, they muft oth fometimes partake of that pain, 
which salt continue as long as you are in a ftate 
of uncertainty; and efpecially as I was not able to 
prevail for that protection for you, which would have 
prevented the unhappy ftep, the neceffity for which, 
we both, with fo much reafon, deplore. a 

I have only to add (and yet that is needlefs to tell 
you), That lam, and will ever be, 


Your affectionate friend and fervant, 
: Anna Howe. 


LETTER XIX. | 
Mifs Cuartssa Hartowe, Zo Mifs Howe. 


Y OU tell me, my dear, that my cloaths and the 
little matter of money I left behind me, will not 
be fent me.— But I will ftill hope. It is yet early 
days. When their paffions fubfide, they will better 
confider of it; and efpecially as I have my ever dear 
and excellent mamma for my friend, in this requett. 
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iptt =O the fweet indulgence ! how has my heart bled, 
and how does it ftill bleed for her ! | | 
nxt You advife me. not to depend upon a reconcilia- 
“att tion... I do not depend upon it. -I cannot. But. 
<<® meverthelefs it is the wih next.my heart.. And as 
st. to this man, what can I do? You fee, that marriage 
vat’ is not abfolutely in my own power, if I were inclin’d 
2 to prefer it to the trial which I think I ought to have 
:" principally in-view to make for a reconciliation. 
‘az You fay, .he is proud and infolerit. Indeed he is. 
vz, But can it be your opinion, that he intends to humble 
22 me down to the level. of his mean pride? | 
La And what mean you, my dear friend, when you 
<3 fay, that I muft throw off a little more of the veil ?—~. 
Indeed I never knew that I wore one. Let me affure 
+: you, that if I fee an thing in Mr. Lovelace that 
b looks like, a defign to humble me, his infolence thall 
' never make. me difcover a weaknefs unworthy of a 
x perfon diftinguifhed by your friendthip ; that is to fay, 
unworthy either of my fex, or of my former felf. 
But I hope, as I am out of all other protection, 
that he is: not capable of mean or low refentments.. 
What extraordinary trouble I have given him, may he 
not thank himfelf for ? — His character, which as I 
have told him, gave pretence to my brother’s anti- 
pathy, he may lay it to, if he pleafes—And did I 
ever make him any promifes? Did I ever profefs a 
love for him ?— Did I ever wifh for the continuance 
of his addrefs ? — Had. not my brother’s violence pre- 
cipitated matters, would not my indifference to him, 
in all likelihood (as I defigned it fhould), have tired 
out his proud fpirit (@), and made him fet out for 
London, where he ufed chiefty to refide? And if he 
had, would there not have been an end of all his pre- 
tenfions and hopes? For no encouragement had I 
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given him: Nor did I then correfpond with him. 


Nor, believe me, fhould I have begun to do ars 
ata 


(a) See Vol.1. p. 24. 
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fatal rencounter not having then happen’d; which 
drew me in afterwards for others fakes (fool that I 
was !), and not for my own. :And can you think, or 
can he, that even this: but temporarily-intended cor- 
sefpondence [which, by the way, my dear mamma 
connived at (¢)] would -have ended thus, had I not 
been driven on: one hand, and teazed on the other, 
to continue it ; the occafion which had at firft induced 
it, continuing ? What pretence then has he, were I 
to’ be abfolutely in his power, to avenge himéelf on 
me, for the faults of others; and thro’ which I have 
fuffered more than he? It cannot, cannot be, that I 
fhould have cauie to apprehend him to be fo ungene- 
rous, fo bad, aman. ao 

You bid me net be concerned at the bickerings be- 
tween your mamma and you. Can I avoid concern, 
when thofe bickerings are on my account ?— That 
they are raifed by my uncle, and my other relations, 
furely muft.add to my concer. 

But I muft obferve, perhaps too critically for the 
ftate my mind 18 in at prefent, that the very {en- 
tences you give from ‘yout mamma, as fo many m- 
peratives, which you take amifs, are very fevere re- 
flections upon yourfelf.— For inftance— You jfball, I 
tell you, Nancy, tmplies, that you had difputed her 
will.— And fo of the reft. . 

. And further let me obferve, with refpeét to what 
you fay, that there cannot be the fame reafon fora 
prohibition of correfpondence with me, as there was 
of mine with Mr..Lovelace; that I thought as litde 
of bad confequences from him at the time, as you 
can do from me: But if obedience be a duty, the 
breach of it is the fault; however eircumftances nray 
differ. Surely there is no merit in fetting up our own 
judgments againft the judgments of our parents. And 
_ if it be punifhable fo to-do, I have been feverely pu- 


| 


(a) See Vol. V. p. 27. - 
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miffed ; and that is what I warn’d you of, from my 
own example. 2 

Yet, God forgiveme ! Tadvife thus againtt myfelf 
‘wath very great reluétance : And, to fay truth, have not 
ftrength of mind,.at prefent, to decline it myfelf— 
But, if the occafion go not of, I willtake it into fars 


: ther confideraticn. — 


You give me very pood advice ia relation to this 
nan 5 and I thank you for it.—-When you bid me 
be more upon the reserve with him, pethaps 1 may try 
for it: But to paltiate, a8 you call it, that cannot be 
done, by, my deareft Mifs Howe, 

“we « a Your own 
CrarissA HARLOwE, 


LETTER x, | 

Mifi CLarissa Harowe, To Mifs Howe. | 
ye U may belteve, my dear Mifs Howe, that the 
=. circumftance of thé hoife and outcry within the 
garden-door, on Monday laft, gave me no {mall un-- 
eafinefs, to think that I was in the hands of a man, 
who could, by fuch vile premeditation, lay a frare to 
trick me out of myfelf, as I have fo frequently called 


it. ep 23 a eee 

Whenever he came in my fight, the thought ef this 
wave me an indignation that made his prefence dif; 
guiftful tome; and the more, as I fancy’d I beheld in 
his face a triumph which reproached my weaknels on 
that account; altho’, perhaps, it was only the fame 
vivacity and placidmefs that generally fit upon his fea- 
tures. . a ye eS r 
_ Twas refolved to. tak him upon thie-fubje&, the 
firft time I could have patience to enter upon it with 
iim. For, befides that-it piqued me exceffively: from 
the nature of theartifice, 1 expected fhufling.and eva» 
fion, if he were guilty, that would have incenfed ae 

- nd, 
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And, -if, not. cop&fladly guilty, fagh unfasisfahpy 
declarations, as fuill-would have kept pay mind. dopbt- 
ful and uneafy ; and would, upon every new. 
‘that.he might. give me, fharpen. my difgufts ¢9, bine 
». L.have bad the apporeantys! waited for, ;--and grill 
lay before:you therafult. - ; Wormer gt git? 

He was making his court to my- good. Opinien in 
very polite terms, and with great ferioufpels lanyenting 
that he had left it ;. declaring, that he knew nos.how 
he had deferved to do {0 ; > attributing to mé¢-a: preju- 
dice, at leaft .an indifference to him, that feemed, to 
his infinite concern, héusly ito increafe.. .And he be- 
fought me to let him.know my whole mind, that he 
might have an opportunity either to confefa his faults, 
and amend them, or to clear his condu& to my fatif- 
faction, and thereby intitle himfelf to a greater. fhare 
of my confidence, - - 

I anfwer’d him with quicknefs—-Then, Mr, Tove: 
Jace, I will tell you one thing with a franknefs, that 
is, perhaps, more fuitable to my character, than to 


yours [He hoped nots he faid], which gives mé.a very 


bad opinion‘of you, as.a defi ignings. artful Mane. | 
. Tam all attention, Madam. - | 

I never can think tolerably of: you while the: oife 
and voice I heard at the oor, which -put: me 
into the terror you took fo much'advantage :of, : re- 
mains unaccounted for. ‘Tell me fairly,: tell me can- 
didly, the whole of ‘that.circum#ftances and af your 
dealings with that wicked Jefeph. Leman 5. ands. ae- 
cording to your explicitnefs in ths particular,. I fhall 
form a judgment of your future profedions; . 1. - 

I will, withont referve, my dearelt life, -faidche, tell 

ou the ‘ahole< and hope that my fincerity i in the. re- 
fation will atone for any thing bad _ elie’ WRONE 
in the fact. 

‘I knew nothing, fad be. of. this: man, this JLe- 
“-man, and fhould have fcornead a refort to. fo: low a 
“ method, as bribing’-the fervant of any. family, to 

© let 
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}et me into the fecrets of that family, if I had not 
' dete€&ted him attempting to corrupt a fervant of 
+ mine, to inform him of all my motions, of all my 
© fuppofed intrigues, and, in fhort, of every action 
< of my private life, as well as of my circumftances 
< and engagements; and this for motives too obvious 
< to be dwelt upon. 
< My fervant told me of his offers, and I ordered 
< him, unknown to the fellow, to let me hear a con- 
© verfation that was to pafs between them. 
< In the midft of it, and juft as he had made an 
< offer of money for a particular piece of intelligence, 
< promifing more when procured, I broke in upon 
¢ them, and by blufter, calling for a knife to cut off 
¢ his ears (one of which I took hold of), in order ta 
© make a prefent of it, as I faid, to his employers, 
< I obliged him to tell me who they were. 


© Your brother, Madam, and your uncle Antony, 
¢ he nam’d. 

© It was not dificult, when I had given him my 
€ pardon on naming them, after I had fet before him 
< the enormity of the tafk he had undertaken, and 
« the honourablenefs of my intentions to your dear 
< felf, to prevail upon him, by a larger reward, to 
© ferve me; fince, at the fame time, he might keep 
« your uncle and brother’s favour; as I defired to 
« know nothing, but what related to myfelf-and to 
¢ you, in order to guard us both againft the effets of. 
« an ill-will, which he acknowleged all his fellow= 
« fervants, as well as himfelf, thought undeferved. 

« By this means, I own to you, Madam, I fre- 
¢ quently turned his principals about upon a pivot of 
‘ my own, unknown to themfelves: And the fel- 
* low, who is always calling himfelf a plain man, and 
« boafting of his Consc1ENCE, was the eafier, as I - 
« condefcended frequently to affure him of my ho- 


* nourable views ; and as he knew, that the ufe I 
Vou. ILI. G 


¢ made 


122 The HisTory of: : 
© made of ‘his ‘intelligence prevented, -perhaps,y fatal 
¢.. mifchiefs. | > a eee ee 
~6 J. was the more pleafed with his-fervices, as, let 
©’ me acknowlége to you, Madam, they procured to 
¢ you, unknown to-yourfelf, a fafe and uninterrupted 
‘ egrefs (which perhaps would not otherwife have 
< been continued to you, fo long as it was) to: the. 
«. garden -and wood-houfe: For he. undertoek to 
© them, to watch all your motions: . And the more 
<. chearfully (for the fellow loves. you), as it kept off 
«. the curiofity of others. (a).°- 2 
So, my dear, it comes out, that I my/elf was obliged 
to this deep contriver. | a 
I fat in filent aftonifhment ; and thus he went on. 
< As to the circumftance, which you, Madam, 
© think fo hardly of me for, I do freely confefs, that 
© having a fufpicion that you would revoke your in- 
.tention of getting away, and in that cafe, as I was’ 
¢ determin’d, if poffible, to prevail upon you to ad- 
¢ here to your refolution, apprehending that we fhould 
© not have the time together, that was neceflary for 
¢ that purpofe; I had order’d him to keep off every. 
© body he could keep off, and to be himfelf within 


¢ view of the garden-door.’— a 2 

But pray, Sir, interrupting him, how came you to 
apprehend that I fhould revoke my intention? I had 
indeed depofited a letter to that purpofe ; but you had: - 
it not: And how, as I had referved to myfelf the pri- 
vilege of a revocation, did you know, but I might 
have prevailed upon my friends, and fo have revoked 
upon good grounds ? _ oc ce oe 

6 ] will be very ingenuous, Madam ; You had made 
© me hope, that, i* you changed your miind, you 
© would give me a mecting, to apprize me of the rea- 
¢ fons for it: ] went to the loofe bricks, and I faw the 
§ letter there; And as ] knew your friends were un- 


| ee | £.moveably 
. (a) See Vol, XV. p. 233) 234. 
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‘maoveablyi fixed in their fchemes, I doubted:net. but 


the letter was to revoke or fufpend your refolution ; 
--and probably to ferve inftead of a meeting ton : I- 


* therefore: let it lie, that, if you did revoke, you, 
< might be. under the neceflity of meeting me for the: 
“fake of :the expectation you had given me: And as» 
< -L came prepared, I was refolved, pardon me, Ma-- 
< dam, whatever. were lad Imentions, . that you. 
© fhould not go back. d I taken your letter, I; 
<. muft have been determin’d . by the contents of it, - 
< for the prefent, at leaft: But not haying receiv’dyit, | 
<¢ and you having reafon to think I wanted not refo- 

< lution, in a fituation fo defperate, to make your. 


© friends a perfonal vifit, .1 depended upon the inter- * 


< view :you had bid me hope for.’ | ee 
, Wicked. wretch | faid 1; Itis.my grief, that I gave - 
you opportunity to take fo. exact a meafure of my. 
weaknefs !—- But would you have prefumed .to- vilit. 
the family, hadI notmetyou?: = si 
Indeed I would. I had fome friends in. readinefs,- 
who were to have accompany’d me to them. And. 
had they refufed to fee me,. or,.to give ine audience, 
I would have.taken my friends with me to Solmes. - 
And what did you interid to do to Mr..Solmes? 


oy > Not the leaft hurt, had the man been paffive. 
“yy » But had:he aot been .paffive, as you call it, what 


would you have done to Mr. Salmes ? 
He. was loth, he faid, to tell me—Yet no 
hurt to his perfom .. a= 
. T repeated, my queftion, ns 
If he muft tell me, he only propofed to earry off 
. the.poor fellow, and. to hide him for a month or.two. 
M And this hewould have done, let what would have.been 


t the leatt 


ni’ the confequuce, 5 ts yes 
ae Was ever fuch a.wretch heard of !—- I figh’d from, 
oi es , the bottom of my heart-—— But bid bina procged from 


the part. had interrupted him at. 
3 G2:. aed 
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_ © TL order’d- the fellow, ‘as I told you, Madan,’ fad 
he, to keep within view of the garden-door :‘ And 
‘ if he found any parley. between us, and any-body 
“ coming (before you could setreat aridifcover’d) 
© whofe coming might be. attended wids vicléntef- 
© feds, he would cry out ;. anid thisned only ii order? 
Sto fave himfelf frem their fufpicioms: of him Bur td 
‘ give me warning to. make off and, i poflibie, ‘to 
* induce you [I owt it, Madam] to guiot? with'iie; 
according to your own appointment. Aind  hefe, 
‘, all circumftances confider’d, and the danger I weas-in 
< of lofing you forever, that the acknowlegement of 
© this contrivance, or if you had wet met me, that upon 
¢ Solmes, will not procure me your lratred <::For, 
< had they come, as f expected; .as well’ as you, What 
“‘ adefpicable wretch had 1 been, could I have left you 
© tothe nfules of a brother, and others of your farti- 
“© ly, whofe mercy was eruelty, when they had ‘not 
© the pretence which this detected interview would 
_ © have furnifhed them with !? ee : = 
. What a-wretch, faid I! But if, Sir, taking yout 
gtx account: of this: ftrange matter to be fa@t, any- 


a 


body were coniing, how happen’d it, that I faw only. 


that man Leman (for I thought it washe) out of the 
door, dnd at.a-diftance, look. after us? 7 ‘" 
Very lucky ! faid he, putting his hand. firffin one 
pocket, then in another. —TI hope I have not throwm 
it away. It is,, perhaps, im the coat’ I had-on 
yefterday — Little did I think it would’ be neceflary 
to. be produced — But I love to ¢dme:to a: demon- 
ration whenever I can ++ £ mary ‘be: piddy—1 may 
be heedlefs.' £-am: indeed —- But no: mati, as’ to fon, 
Madam, ever had a fincerer heart: © 8 6 
.-.He.then ftepping to the parlour-door, ¢aHed his 
fervant to bring himi the coat he had on yefterday. 
»- The fervant-didy- Aind-in -the pocket, ‘rumpled 
up as.a paper-he regarded not, he piied 6uéa. better, 
Ss ovaritten 
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writtos iby ‘that  Jdafeph, -dated: Monday nighe; in 
which ‘be begs parden for crying out fo foon::’ Saye, 
‘-That-his fears, of being difcovered to aét on both 
+ fideo, had made thim take the:rufhing of a little dog 
‘.(that always follows him) chro’ the'ph Piiyllirea her, 
* fox. Bemy’s being at hand, -or fome of? hie mafters : 
‘ Amd that, when he foand his miftake, he opened 
‘the doar by his: own -key {Which the contrivin 

© wretch confefled he.had furnifhed him with} an ag 
‘ inceafiderately ran out in.alhurry, to have apprifed 
S him, that his. cryimg-out was owing to his fright 
‘only :’ And he added, ‘ that they wete. upon the 
*. bunt for me, -by the timerhe rctarned (2). ee 

I fhook my head—Deep!. deep! deep ! fald I; at 
the beft.!—O: ‘Mr. Lovelace ! God fergive and reform 
you L--Rut you are, I fee plainly, i the whole‘of 
your. own, cout a very artful, are ‘defigning, 
man. 

Love, my. deareft life, is ingenious.. Night ‘and 
day have I racked my ftupi brains: ‘[O Sir,- thoughe 
I, not Rupid! ?Twere well, perhaps, -if they were] 
to contrive methods to: prewent the facrifice ‘defigned 
to be miade-of you, and the mifchief that muft have 
enfued upon it: -So little hold in your. affections : 
Such undeferved antipathy from your friends: So 
much. danger of lofing. you. for ever from doth caufes 
——L have not had, for the-whole: fortnight: ‘before laft 
Monday, half-an bour’s reft ata tine. And I own 
$0 yous Madam, that I:dhould. never have forgiven 
mydelf, |hed 1 omitted any coatawance er forethought, 
that would bave prevented your return without me. 

.Again. I blamed mayfelf for meeting him: And 
juftly ; for there were many chances to one, that Thad 
nat met. chim a if I had: bead ial His. fortnight’s 


(a): See bit sbeton: $0. Fafape Va ANA, di. of -this 
sae 126, subere.i al puirnas ha wWohld emtrive far 
ee afetter of this nature to copy. 
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‘contrivances, a3 to me, would have come to nothing; 
_and, perhaps, I might neverthelefs have efcaped 
Solmes. | te 
~ Yet, had he refolved to ‘come to 'Hatlowe-Pface 
with his friends, and been infulted, as‘he certainly 
would have been, what mifchiefs might have followed! 
But his refolution to run away with, ‘and to hide 
‘the poor Solmes for a month or fo, O my dear! what 
“a wretch have IJ let run away with me, inftead of him! 
_ Tafked him, I[f he thought fuch enormities as thelfe, 
fuch defiances of the laws of fociety, would have paffed 
unpunifhed | a 
He had the affurance to fay, with ore of his ufual 
gay airs, That he fhould by this means have difap- 
' pointed his enemies, and faved me from a forced mar- 
riage.’ He had no pleafure in fuch defperate pufhes. 
_ Solmes he would not have perfonally hurt. He muft 
have fled his country for a time at leaft: And, truly, 
if he had been obliged to do fo, as all his hopes of my 
favour muft have been at an end, he would have had 
a fellow-traveller of his own fex out of our family, 
whom I little thought of§ © © 8 6 
‘Was ever fuch a wretch! —- To be fure he meant 
my brother ! ee 
* And fuch, Sir, faid I, in high refentment, ‘are the 
— ufes you make of your corrupt intelligencer— = 
_ | My corrupt intelligencer, Madam, interrupted he! 
' He is to this hour your brothet’s as well'as mine. 
‘By what I have ingenuoufly told you, you may fee, 
_who began this corruption. Let me affure you, 


‘ Madam, that there are many freé things, which I 
_ have been guilty of, as reprizals, which I would not 


- have been the agg ofr in. _ 

All that I'fhall further fay on this head, Mr. Love- 
lace, is this: “That as this vile double-faced wretch 
has probably been the caufe of great mifchief on both 
fides, and ftill continues, as you own, his wicked 
pracuces, it is but my duty to have my friends ap- 

ce 2 ; prized, 


| 
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.prized,. what a creature he is, whom fome of them 


. encourage. 


What you pleafe, Madam, “as to that—My fervice 
. and: your brother’s are now almoft over for him. ;The 


= 


‘fellow has.made a good hand of it. He does not in- 
“tend to ftay Iong in his place. He is now actually in 


_treaty for an inn, which will do his bufinefs for life. 


~ 


I can telk you further, that he makes love to your 
fifter’s Betty: And this by my advice, They will be 
marry’d, when he is eftablifhed. An innkeeper’s 
wife is every man’s miftrefs ; and I have a fcheme in 
my head, to fet fome engines at work, to make her 
xepent her faucy behaviour to you to the laft day of 
her life = | | - © 

.. What a wicked fchemer are you, Sir !—Who fhall 


"avenge upon you the {till greater evils which you have 


been guilty of ?—I forgive re with all my heart. 
She was not my fervant; and but too probably, in 
what fhe did, obey’d the commands of her, to whom 

fhe owed dyty, better than I obey’d thofe, to whom 
I owed more. | | 


No matter for that,’ the wretch faid [To be fure, 


_ my dear, he muft defign.to make me afraid of him] 


‘The decree was gone out—Betty muft fmart—Smart 


_ too by an act of her own choice. He lov’d, he faid, to 


make bad people their own punifhers.—Nay, Madam, 


 excufe.me; but if the fellow, if this Jofeph, in your 


opinion, deferves punifhment, mine is a complicated 


_{cheme; a man and his wife cannot well fuffer fepa- 
“‘yately, and it may come home to him too.— 


Lhad no patience with him. I told him fo.—But, 


- Sir, faid I, 1 fee what a manI am with. Your rattle 


warns me of the /nake. And away I flung 5 leaving 


__him feemingly vex’d, and in confufion, 


a. 


ive ara xe 3 “pe ay at Pas ae “7 
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dfs Craaissa Hagtows, Te Mifs Howe,: 
Y plaindealine with him, on feein; him | vain, 
c M at the free “diflike Y expreéffed’ icy ae his 
“manners, ‘and his coritrivances, as well as to his 
wfeeches, have obliged him to recollect himfelf a Tittle. 
- Hewillhave it, that the menaces which he threw out 
juft now againft my brother and Mr, Solmes, are only 
the effc&t of an unmeaning pleafantry. He has too 
ie a ftake in his country, he fays, to be guilty of 
uch enterprizes, as fhould lay him under a neceffity 
of quitting it for ever. Ee ate particularly, 
«he fays, he has fuffer’d Jofeph Leman to tell of him, 
- that were not and could not be true, in order to make 
“himfelf formidable int fome peoples eyes, and this 
purely with a view to prevent mifchief. He is un- 
_ happy, as far as he knows, in a quick invention, in 
hitting readily upon expedients ; and many things are 
“reported of him which he never faid, and many which 
~*he never did, and others which he has only talked of 
‘(as juft now) and which he has forgot as foon as the 
. words have paffed his lips. ° : 
_ “This may be Io, in part, my dear. No one man 
:-fo-young could be fo wicked as he has been reported 
tobe. But fuch a man at the head of fuch wretches 
-~as he is faid to have at his beck, al] men of fortune and 
-‘Fearlefnefs, and capable of fuch enterprizes as I have 
_ enhappily found him capable of, what is not to be ap- 
prehended from him ! 
> ..His careleffnefs about his character is one of his 
 excufes: Avery bad one. What hope can a woman 
- have of arman, who values net his reputation ?— 
Thefe gay wretches may, in mix’d converfation, 
’ divert for an hour, or fo:—But the man of probity, 
the man of virtue, is the man that is to be the partner 
for life. ‘What woman, who could help it, would 


dn 


a8 


eS ee, 


Ca 
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df Lwould fly from him? , 


bieay 
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Submit it tp the coustefy of.a wretgh,,.who avows a 
ifegard to all moral fasctions,: whethar she will per- 
foura hig| part ef the matrimonial abligation; and-trenc 
her with tolerable politenels? 


Ny 


: Wea SMe ae A Bae” 
: With thefe notions, aud with’ thee refleStoass kp 
~ Bethrowg upon {uch a maa myfelf—Wauldto H Gaver 


—-But what avail.wifhes now ?—To whom can Lfy, 
‘LETTER. XX@.>. 
_ ddr. Lovenace, Fo Joun Betrorp, £/7;. + 
eg, Rr iday, April 14. 
N EVER did I hear:of:fuch.a pareel of foolifh toads 
.~ gs ithefe Harlowss !—Why, Belford, the Lady 
mauft fall, if every hair.of her head wee a guasdian 
angel, .unlefg they were to make a vifible.appaananee 
for her, .or, {natching her from me at.:unawares, 
. would idraw her after them inte the flasry regions, 
__All I had to apprehend, »was, that .a daughter :fo 
reluctantly carried off, would offer terms to her father, 
_and would be accepted .upon.a mutual .comcadenaes 
‘They to give:up Selmes; She to giveiup me: -And- fo 


_ T.was contriving. to. do all I could to guard againtt the 


latter. But they feem refolved to perfect the srork 
bags foal begun. _ | a ee ee 
What ftupid creatures there are in the world |. Cun: 


ning whelp:the brother! not to know, that he who 


_-would.be bribed to undertake.a bafe thing by one, 
would be over-bribed to retort-the bafenels :--Efpe- 
cially when he.could be put ‘into the -way to -ferve 

_ himfelf by both !—Thou, Jack, wilt never know one 
half of my contrivances. ee 3 


| He here relates the conver fation between bim and the 
Lady, (upon the fubject of the naife and.exclame- 
trons his agent made at the garden-dagr) to the fame 
fe as in Letter xx. and proceeds exulting : 
G5 What 
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‘What & ‘capacity for: glorious mifchief has’ thy 
friend !\~"Yet how hear the truth all of it! The only 
deviation, my afferting, that the fellow made the 
noifes by miftake, and thro’ fright, and-not by pre- 
vious direction : Had fhé known the precifé-truth, her 
‘pride (to be fo taken in) would never have let her for- 
giveme.--6 ee 
Had I been a hero, I fhould have made gunpowder 
ufelefs ; for I fhould have blown up all my adverfaries 
by dint of ftratagem, turning their own devices upon 
them. - .. a 
- But thefe fathers and mothers—Lord help ’em !— 
Were not the powers of nature ftronger than thofe of 
difcretion, and were not that bufy Dea Bona to afford 
her genial aids, till tardy prudence qualified parents 
to manage their future offspring, how few people 
‘would have children ! : 
~ James:and Arabella may have their motives ; but 
what can be faid for a father acting as this father has 
ated ? «~What for a mother? ‘What for an aunt? 
What for uncles?—Who can have patience with 
fuch fellows and fellow-effes ? i oe 
- Soon will the fair-one hear how high their foolith 
¥efentments run againft her: And then fhe’ll have a 
little more confidence in me, I hope. Then wil I 
be jealous: that fhe loves me not with the preference 
my heart builds upon: Then will I bring her to con- 
feffions of grateful love: And then will I kifs her 
when I pleafe ; and not ftarid trembling, as now, Itke 
an hungry hound, who fees a delicious morfel within 
his réach (the froth hanging about his vermilion jaws) 
yet dare not leap at it for his life. - - | 
But I was originally a befhful whelp—Bafhful ftill, 
with regard to this Lady !—Bafhful, yet know the 
fex fo well!—But that indeed is the reafon that I 
know it fo well:—For, Jack, I have had abundant 
caufe, when I have looked into my/elf, by way of 
comparifon with the other fex, to conclude, a a 
co -h <a b: ful 


oe. 


“ee Ma we. ta 
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bathful man has.a good deal of the foul of a wonran 5 

and fo, -like Tirefias, can tell what they think, and 
what they drive at, as well as themfelves. : 

--The modefk, ones and I, particularly, are pretty. 


much. upon a par. The difference between us is only, 
- What. They think, ad. . But the immodeft ones 


out-do the worft of us by a bar’s length, both in 
thinking and acting.. 
One argument let me plead in proof of my affertion; ; 


That even we sakes.love modefty im a woman 3 while 
. the modeft women, as they are accounted, that is to — 


fay, the flyeft, love, and generally prefer, an impu- 


dent man. Whence can this be,. but from a likenefs 


in nature? And this made.the. gat fay, That. every 
woman is a rake in her heart.. It concerns them, by- 
their eétious, to prove the contrary, if they can.: 
Thus have I read in fomeof the philofophers, That 
no witkedns/s is comparable to the qwickednefs of a 
weman(a).. Canft thou tell me, Jack, who fays this. ? 
Was it. Socrates? for he had the devil of a wife ?=— 


‘Or who? Or is it Solomon ?— King. Solonior 


Thou remembreft to have read. of fiche aking, doft 
thou .not?. Sonvomon, I learned, when: an. infant. 


,[My mother was a good woman] to anfwer, when 
atked, Whe was the wifeft man ?—- But my indulgent 


queftioner never .afked.me, How he came by. the un- 
in{pired part of his wifdom. . 
.Come, come, Jack, you and I are not fo. very 


| had, .could we but ftop where we are. , 


"He then gives the particulars of what pa py between 
bim and the Lady on his menaces relating to her 
brother and Mr. Solmes, and of his defign to pam ? 
Betty Barnes and Foe ph Leman... .... 


: } ie ie a 


(2) Mr. Lovelace i is as much out i in his bameetre. of Solomon, fie 


Socrates. The paflage i is in Ectlefiatticus, chap. AAT. 
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‘EET ER. xxat” 
“Mi Mi Chanissa Hattows; To Adife Howes: 


: ae “Friday, April 44m. 
TLL se you:the particulars of 2: COniver- 
thut-has jolt pafled Seoween — ae 
and me; which I muft call 

- ie began with his ‘telling me, that tee had ale ré- 
ocived intelligence, that my friends were of 2 fadilen 
come to a refolution, to lay afide all-thoughts of pur- 
fuing me, or of getting me back: And that abe te 
he attended me, to know my pemer and ‘Wheat I 
would:do, or have Lim do? 

--- Bold him, chat I would have: hint lene ee 
rely ; -and that, ‘when it was-known ‘to 

that I was abfolutely independent of him, es d 
pafs, that d had left:my father’s houfe, bocaaife ef aay 
brother’s ill-ufage ‘of me: ‘Which was a plea chard 
gnight make with juftice, and ‘0 ‘the -excufe ball ~ 
father, ‘as well as-of mylelf. -. 

He mildly reply’d, that #: hecould de certain, that 
my ‘relations would edbere to this thot new: refolu- 
tion, he could have no obje&ion, : fnve fuch“wus wniy 
pleafuré :. But ‘that, as he was well affured, chat they 
had taken it only. fom apprehenfions, that. sore 
aétive one might involve my-brother(whohad breath’d 
‘pathing. but revenge) in ‘fome fatal misfortune, there 
’ ‘was too much reafon to ‘believe, that they would xe- 
fume theiz former purpey: the moment seed ster 
think they /afoly snight. 

This, Madam, fatd he, is a ‘a rifque I cannot run. 
: You would- think it: firange, 4 Tcould. And yet, as 
foon as I -knew.they had fo given out, I thought it 
ee to apprize re ‘of it, and 1 to take your com 
iabels $ Upon it. . ° 

'. Let: me: heat, Ai L, willing to. try if he had 
pargoul ivie Ws: what you: think: moft advilcable 3 ? 


Tis 
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"Tis very enfy to fay That, if 1 durft — If I might 

net offend yoo If it wére not to break conditions 
that fhatl be. inviolable with me. a 

Say then, Sir, what you would fay. I can ap- 


-preve or difapprove, as I think fit. 


_  Te-wave, Madam, what 1 weuld fey ‘till T hate 


acre courage to fpeak out [More courage — Mr. 


Levwelace more courage, my dear !}—I will only pro- 
pofe what I think will be moft agreeable to yov.— 
Suppofe, if you choofe not to-go to Lady Betty’s, 
that you take a turn crofs the country to. Wind- 
fer? : —— 


“Becaufe it is a pleafant place: Becaufe it lies in the 
way either to Bevkfhire, to Oxford, or to London — 
Berifhire, where Lord M. is-at prefent : Oxford, in 
ahe acighbourhood of which ‘lives Lady Betty. Lon- 
don; whither you may retire at your pledfure: Or, if 
You will Aave it {o,-‘whither I may go, you ftaying at 
Wiindfor ; and yet be within an eafy diftance of you, 
if any thing fhould ‘happen, or if your friends fhould 


1 


. ghange their pacific refolution: 
"This difpleat 


:me.not. But I faid, My only ob- 
‘jection was, the diftance from Mifs Howe, of whom — 
fkould be gjad:to be always within two or three 
Srours reach by a meflenger, if poffible. — 
If E-had thoughts of any other place than Windfor, 
or ‘nearer to Mifs Howe, he wanted but my com- 
mands, and would feek for ‘proper accommodations : 
‘But, fix as I pleafed, farther or nearer, he had fer- 


vants, and they ‘had nothing elfe to-do, but to obey 


mec, * . : 
ois i cana thing ther he named to me~To fend for 
my “Hannah, as foon as I fhould be fixe]; unlefs I 


‘would choofe:one of the young gentlewomen bere:to 
‘attend me, both of whom, as I had .acknowleged, 


yrere very obliging; and he knew I-had generofity 
enough to. make:it worth either:of their whiles. ay 
. | is 
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‘ This of Hannah, he might fee, I took very well. 
I faid, I had thoughts of fending for her,. as foon,as 
got to more convenient lodgings, , Astothefe yoyng 
_gentlewomen, it were pity to break.in upon that ufe- 
fulnefs which the whole family were of to each other ; 
Each having her proper part, and. performing it with 
'an agreeable alacrity: Infomuch that I liked them 
all fo well, that I could even pafs my. days among 
them, were he to leave me; by which means the 
lodgings would be more conyenjent to.me than. now 
they were. : . ae eo 

He need not repeat his objections to this place,, he 
faid : But as to going to Windfor, or where-ever elfe 
Ithought fit, or as to Ais. perfonal attendance, or 
leaving me, he would affure me. (he very. agreeably 
faid), that I could propofe.nothing in which I thought 
my reputation, and even my puxdiilia, concerned, that 
he would not chearfully come into.. And fince I. was 
fo much taken up with my pen,. he would inftantly 
order his horfe to be got ready, and would fet out. © 

Not to be off of my caution, Have you any. ac- 
quaintance at Wimdfor ? faid ].— Know you.of any 
convenient lodgings there? , Bre eves. ae 
' Except with the foreft, reply’d he, where I have 
often hunted, I know the leaft of Wind{for, of any 
place fo noted, and fo pleafant. Indeed, I have not 
a fingle acquaintance there. __ _ 

Upon the whole, I told him, that I. thought his 
-propofal of Windfor not amifs; and that I would ree 
move thither, if ] could get a lodging only. for.my- 
_felf, and an upper-chamber for Hannah ; for that, my 
ftock of money was but fmall, as was eafy to be con- 
ceived; and I fhould be very loth to be obliged to 
any-body. Iadded, that the fooner I removed the bet- 
ter; for that then he could have no objection to go to 
London, or Berkfhire, as he pleafed: .And I fhould 
let every-body know my independence... - 
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--: F¥e apain propofed himfelf,: in :very polite terms, 
for fap ee But I, as civilly, declined his offers, : 
-- "Fhis converfation was to be, all of it, in the main, 
agreeable.‘ He afked, whether I would choofe to 
lodge in‘ the town of Windfor, or out of it? — : 
_ '' As near the caftle, [faid, as poffible,. for the cons 
venience of going conftantly to the-public worthip : 
An opportunity I‘had been too long deprived of. | 
- ‘He fhould be very glad, he told-me, if he could 
procure me accommodations in any.one of the ca- 


-nons houfes ; which he imagined. would be more 


-agreeable to me than any other, on many accounts. 
And as he could depend-upon my promife, Never to 
have-any other man but himfelf, on the condition he 
had-fo chearfully: fubferibed to, he fhould be eafy ; 
fince it was now his part, in earne/?, to fet about re- 
commending himfelf to my favour, by the on/y.way 
he knew it could be done. Adding, with a very fe- 
rious air —- 1am but a young man, Madam; but I 
have run_a long courfe: Let not your purity of mind 
incline you to defpife me for the acknowlegement : 
}t is high time to be weary of it, and to reform; fince, 
like Solomon, I can fay, There is nothing New 
under the fun. -But that it is my belief, that a life of 
virtue can afford fuch pleafures, on reflection, as will 
be for ever-blooming, for ever New! . oe 
I was agreeably furprifed. I looked at him, I be- 
reve, as if I doubted my ears and my eyes! — His | 
features and afpect, however, became his words. | 
‘TI exprefs’d my fatisfaction in terms fo agreeable to 
him, that he fatd, He found a delight in this early 
dawning of a ‘better day to him, and in my.approba- 
tion, which he had never received from the fucecfs of 
the moft favour’d of his purfuits. _ : 
’ Surely, my dear, the man muff be in earneft. He 
could not have faid this; he could not have thought 
it, had he not.. What followed made me ftill readier 


to believe him. 
3 In 


! 
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© En thé midft of my ‘wild ‘vagaries; fiid’ He;' Fave 
ever preférv’d a revererice fot religion, dnd ‘for ‘relit 
gious mer. -T' diways called another cant, ‘when 40; 
‘of my Hbertiné ‘comparniotis, ‘in’ purfixince “oF “En 
Shaftefbury’s teft (whichis a ‘part of the rake’s treed, 
und ‘what’ T iniay: cal The whet/fore of infidelity ),’' en- 
deavour’d to turn the’fatredfubje& into ridicale. ‘On 
this very account 7 have been callel, ‘by good meh of 
the clergy, who'neverthelefs would: havé it,’ that I 
was a praftical rake, The wecent ruke :’ And indeed { 
had too much pride’ itr my fhame, to difown the-name. 
«This, Madam, I-am the’ readier to confefs, as it 
may ‘give you Hope, that the generous tafk af ‘my ré- 
formation, which I fatter myfelf you will have the 
oodnefs to tindertake, ‘will not be fo difficult a‘one as 
you may have'imagin'd ; ‘for it ‘has afforded me fome 
pleafure in’ my retired ‘hours, when a temporary re- 
‘morfe has ‘ftriick-me'for any thmg I have done amifs, 
that I ¢hould one day'take delight in another courfe of 
life: Por, without otie can, I dare fay, no durable 
‘good is to be expected from the endeavour.— Y our ex- 
cae Madam, ‘muft do all, ‘muft confirm all (a). ° 
-'- Phe divine prace, or favour, Mr. Lovelace, muf 
‘do All, and confirm All. You know not how:much 
you pleafe-me, that I-can talk'to you in this dialect. 
~ And I then thought df his generofity to his pretty 
‘ruftic ; and of his kindnefs to his tenants. aoe 
«- -¥et, Madam, ‘be'pleafed to remember one thing : 
Reformation cannot be a fudden work. ‘I have in- 
“finite vivacity : Tt is that which runs away with me. 
“Judge, deareft Madam, ‘by what I am going to cori- 
‘fefs, that I have a prodigious way to journey on, be- 
‘fore a‘good perfon will think me tolerable ; fince, 
tho’ I have read in fome of our Perfectionifis enough 
‘to make a better man than myfelf, either run’ into 
oe Tha fes. i 
: gets 2 ue he Prepos :s mA 2 reform, and that he has fomotisnes 
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: Spadnels. pr. dalpaits about the grace ‘you, mention ; 
yetl.ca 


Canpgt enter into the meaning of the word,. nor 
eee. the modus. pf its operation... Let me not. then.be 
gked, .when.I mention. your example for my, ww/ble 


ate ks 


_geliance; and inflead .of ,uling fuch words, til I. can 


Detter underftand them, fuppefe all the reft included 
. da the, profellion, of shat reliange. « .-, -_ 


:,, told him, .that,. altho’ I: was fomewhat.concern’d 
at. his expreffion, and furpris’d at.fo, much darknefs, 
as, for want of another word, I would call it, ina 
man of his talents. and learning ; . yet. 1..was ‘pleas’d 


..with his ingenuity, ..1 wifh’d him to encourage this . 


‘way, of thinking : I told him, that his.abfervation, that 
no durable ggod wag to be. expected from any new » 
-gaurfe, where there, was.nota delight taken in it, was 
juit: But that the delight would follow. by: ufe-. 


-.. And twenty things of this fart I even preach’d to 
bim.; taking care, however, not to be tedious, nor 
‘to let my expanded heart give him.a contrated or im- 
‘patient brow... And, indeed, he took wvifible. pleafure 
4n, what I faid, andeven hung upon the fubject, when 
I, to try him, feem’d to be realy to drop it, once ar 
jtwice: And proceeded to. give me a mott agreeable 
inftance, that he could, .at times, think both deeply 
‘and ferioufly—Thusitwas 2 ws (wt 

__, He was wounded dangeroufly, once, in.a duel, he 
‘faid, in the left arm, baring it, to fhew me the {car : 
‘That this (notwithftanding a great effufion of blood, 
it being upan.an artery) was fallow’d by a violent fe- 


ver, which at laft fixed upon his #pirits ; and that {fo 


obftinately, that -neither did be defire life, nor his 
friends expe& it: That, for a manth together, his 
heart, as he thought, was fo totally changed, that he 
defpifed his former courfes, and particularly that rafh- 
refs, which had:brought him to the. fate he-was in, 
and his antagonift (who, however, was the aggweflor) 
into a much. worfe: That, in this fpace, he had 
-heuphts, which, ‘at times, gives him pleafirg £9 re. 
pe ee a 
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-fleét upon: And altho’ thefe promifing profpetts | 


Changed, as he recovered ‘health and fpirits ; ‘yet he 
_ parted with them, with fo gouch relu€tance; What he 
could not help fhewing it, jn‘ a copy of verfes; truly 
blank ones, he faid ; forte of which-he repeated,* and 
(advantaged by the grace which he gives to every 
thing he repeats) I thought ‘them very tolerable ones; 
the fentiments, however, '4much-graver than <I ex- 
_pected from him. = pee 
He has promifed mea copy of the lines ; and then 
J fhall judge better of their merit; and fo fhall you. 
The tendency of them was, ‘* That, fince ficknefs 
£6 only gave hima proper train of thinking, and that 
. © his reftored health brought with it a return. of his 
~ evil habits, he was ready to renounce. the gifts of 
‘** nature for thofe of contemplation.”’ . 
He farther declared, that altho’ all thefe good mo- 
tions went off (as he had own’d) on his recovery, yet 
- he had better hopes now, from the influence of my 
example, and from the reward before him, if he per- 
fevered: And that he was the more hopeful that he 
fhould, as his prefent refolution was made in a full 
, tide of health and fpirits; and when he had nothing to 
- with for, but perfeverance, to intitle himfelf.to my 
favour. : 
I will not throw cold water, Mr. Lovelace, faid I, 
- ona rifing fame: But look toit! For I fhall endea- 
. Vour to keep. you up to this fpirit: I fhall meafure 
- your value of me by. thisteft; And I would have you 
- ‘bear thofe charming lines of Mr. Rowe for ever in 
your mind. you, who have, by your own confeflion, 
fo much to repent of ; and as the fcar, indeed, you 
fhew’d me, will, in one inftance, remind ‘you to your 
- dying day. e 
- The lines, my dear, are from that poet’s Ulyiles. 
;. You.have heard. me often admire them:; and I re- 
: peated tham.to-him: - 3 i 3, | 
- 7 _ Habitual 
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ot Habitual evils change net on.a fudden; . 
: .. But many days muff pafs, and many forrouss 5... 
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ool F 


+, Gonfeieus remorfe-and anguifh muh be felty 
cand ovenrbdefire, tabreak the fubborn.will, .-...: 
. .. Mnd-work.a fecond nature in the foul, 


dere virtue can refume the place-fhe loft: men ak 


.?Lisdfe DissiMULARION— sg oP gee 
He had often read thefe lines, he faid; but never 


‘ tafted them before.— By his foul‘(the unmortified crea- 
: «ture fwore) and as he hoped ‘to be faved, he was new 
: in'darneft,:in his good refolutions. He had faid, be- 
. ‘fore 'Frepeated théfe lines‘ from Rowe, ‘that habitual 


aperee 


“evils could:not be changed on a fiedden? But he hoped, 


he fhould not be'thought a diffembler, if he were not 
enabled to held his good purpofes; fince ingratitude 
and diffimulation were vices that of all others he ab- 


: ‘fhorred. 


"May you ever abhor them! faid I. “They ate the 
moft odious‘of all vices. °° 


| “| T- hope, my dear Mifs Howe, I hail not have: oc- 


cafion, in: my future letters, to contradi& thefe' pro- 


mifing appearances. Should Ihave nothing on Kis 
: 'fide’to combat with, Ifhall be very far from being 


happy, from the fenfe of my fault, and the indigna- 


, tion of all my relations. So fhall not fail of ‘condizn — 
_ -punifhment for it, from my inward remorfe, on ac- 


count of my forftited character. - But-the leaft ray ‘of 


| ‘hope could not dart in upon me, without my being 
. -willing to lay hold of the very’ firft opportunity. to 


communicate it to yoz, who take fo generous a {hare 


. ‘in all my concerns. 


+ Neverthelefs, you may depend upon it, my'dear, 
that thefe agreeable affurances, and hopes of his begun 


reformation, fhall not make me forget my cattion. 


‘Not that I'think, ‘at-worft, any more than yous. that 
he dare to harbour a thought injurious té my honour: — 


But he is very various, and there isan apparent, and 


even 
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even an acknowleg’d unfixednefs in his temaper, . which, 
at times, gives me fome umeafinefs.~ I ant refolved 
therefore to keep him at diftance from my perfon and 
my thoughts,as much as I-can: For whether q// men 
are, or ate net} ‘incroachers, [am fure Mr. Loyelace 
is one. a + re ns - ea ' 

. Hence itis, that Ihave always catt about, and will 
continue to caft about, what ends he may have ia 
view from this propofal, or’ from that report: Ina 
word, tho’ peer of the 4e/, I will always be fear- 
ful of the wor/f, in every thing that admits.of doubt. 
For itis better, in fuch a fituation as mine, to appre- 
hend without caufe, than to fubje& myfelf to furprize 
for want of forethought. er ee 

Mr. Lovelace is gone to Windfor, having left two 
fervants to attend me. . He purpofes ta be back-to- 
sae sti | 
I have written to my aunt Hervey, to fuppli 

her jntereft in nry behall, for my cloahs, books: ant 
money ; fignifying to her, ‘* That, could I be reftored 
“* to the favaur of my family, and be allowed a ne-. 
‘* gative only, as to any man who might be propofed 
“< to me, and be ufed like a daughter, a niece, and 
“a fifter, I would ftill ftand by my offer to live 
fingle, and fubmit, -as I ought, toa negative, from 
my father.” Intimating ‘neverthelefs, ** That it 
“© were perhaps better, after the ufage I have received 
<* from my brother and fifter, that I might be allowed 
“‘ to be diftant from them, as well for their fakes as 
“© my own,’ [meaning, as I fuppofe it will be taken, . 
at my Dairy-houfe}— offering ‘ to take my father’s. 
“< direCtions, as to the manner I fhould live in, the. ' 
‘ fervants I -fhould have, and in every thing that 
“<< fhould fhew the dutiful fubordination that I’ was. 
“S willingtoconformto.” = = =.) | 

. My aunt will know by my letter to my fifter how, | 
py nietiag tome, if fhe be permitted to favour me with, | 
BAU ee SO 
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 Twith my fifer in That I wrote toser, to obtain for me 
“ly fpeedy reconciliation, that I may not be further: pre» 
iT ipitated 5 intimating, ** That, by.a.timedy lenity, -alk 
nist. a pafs for a nvifunderftanding only, which, others 
.,  wife,-will be thought equally difgraeeful. to them, 
chalk ¢ and to’me ; appealing to her for the neceflity I was 
Ghee yndér to do what E did,” ee Gore ae 
1 itd Here I clofe for the prefent, with the aflurance that 
CTA TG Wy Sc oe ee See ee lie 
uals ---" Your ever-abliged and affectionate: 
sme 7) 04s CraRisséA. HARLown. - 


Hija wo, be gait ated, 
nus - Ade. Loverace, Jo Journ Betrorp, Ej. 
on |  Preday, April ig. 
ery (Og T HOU haft often reproached me, Jack, ‘with’ 
ty Mi * > my vanity, without diftinguifhing the humorous: 
oitll® turn that accompanies it; and for which, at the fame 
be ul time that thou robbeft me of the merit of it, thot ad- 
‘iM mireft me highly. £xvy gives thee the ind: /finéioh 
1,1 Mature infpires the admiration: Unknown to thyfelf 
y o&' it infpires it. But thou-art too chimfy ard too fhort~” 
neg fichted a mortal, to know how to account even for 
6 *! the im yulfes By which thou thyfelf-art moved: ©" ” 
[xt® ° Well, but this acquits thee not of my charge of va-' 
sits nity, Lovelace, methinks tho fayft:°-<0 ee 
ie? ““And true thou fayft: For I have. indeed’. atén- 
wi founded parcel of it. . But, if men of parts. nlay tiot~ 
en? be allowed'to be vain, who fhould ?> And-yet, uport’ 
jjxt# fécond thoughts, men of parts have the’ left occafion 
+t of any to bevain; fince the world [fo few: of them'arée 
,ia there in it] are ready to find them out, and extol’ 
them. If a foolcan be made fenfable, ‘that there is a 
@t man who has more underftanding ‘than himfelf, ‘he ig’ 
ja! ready enough to conclude, that fuch a man muft ‘be a* 
very extraordinary creature. nea 
| | n 


a 
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And what, at this rate, is the general conclufion ta: 
be drawn from the premifes ?—~Isit not, That xo man: 
ought to be vain? But what if a mafi can’t-help id? 
This, perhaps, may be my cafe. But there is nothing. 
on whichI value myfelf fo much as.upon .my teven+ 
tions. And, for the foul of me, I cannot help letting 
it befeen, thatI do. Yet this vanity may be a meanrts, 
perhaps, to overthrow me with this fagacious lady. 

_ She is very apprehenfive of me, Ifee. I have ftu- 
died before her and Mifs Howe, 'as often as I have 
been with them, to pafs for a giddy thoughtlefs fel- 
low. What a folly then to be fo expatiatingly fincere, 
in my anfwer to her home Put, upon the noifes within 
the garden ?—— But fuch fuccefs having attended that 
contrivance [Succefs, Jack, has blown many a man 
up !],'my curfed vanity got uppermoft, and kept down 
my caution. The menace to have fecreted .Solmes, 
and that other, that I had thoughts to run away with 
her foolifh brother, and of my project to revenge her 
upon the two fervants, fo much terrified my beloved, 
_that I was forced to fit down to mufe how to retrieve 

myfelf with her. 7 Coes, 

Some favourable incidents, at the time, tumbled in 
from my agent in her family ; at leaft fuch as I was. 
determined to make favourable: And therefore I de- 
fired admittance ; and this before fhe could refolve 
any thing againft me; that is to fay, while her ad- 
miration of my intrepidity kept refolution in- fuf- 
pentfe. | . 
Accordingly, I prepared myfelf to be all gentle- 
nefs, all obligingnefs, all ferenity ; and as I have now- 
and-then, and always 4ad, more or lefs, good mo-. 
tions pop up in my mind, I encouraged and colle€ted 
every thing of this fort that I had ever had’ from no-. 
vicehood to maturity, [not long in recollecting, Jack !] 
in order to bring the dear creature into good humour 
with me: And who knows, thought I, if I can hold 


it, and proceed, but I may be able to lay a foundation | 


‘At 


| Mis. Glarifia Harlowe. 14.3: 

thit:to: build. my grand {cheme upon ?-—Love, thoupht 
id, vis: not zeturallya doubter: Fear is: L-will: try tos 
banith. the Jatter : Nothing then but Love will remain. 

: Credulity is the God of. Love's C) Eee minifter ; and 
they never-are afunder. o 


He then gcquaints his fr fiend with iba paffed hain: r 
.  pim and the Lady, in relation to.his advices from ; 
» ~ Harlowe-Place, and to his propofal about lodg- 
a INgSy. pretty much ta the. fame purpofe as in hers 
» preceding, 
a When he comes-to mention his ‘propofal of the Windfor 
-. + lodgings, thus be. expreffes himfelf. 
é Now: Belford, can it enter into thy leaden head, 
. what I meant by- this. propofal - — I know it cannot. . 

, And fo-T’ll tell thee. 

' Ta leave her for a day or two, with a view to sens 

,, her by my abfence, would, .as I thought, look like. 
, " confiding i in her favour.—I could not think of leaving 
 her,. thou knoweft, while I had rezfon to believe her 
, friends. would purfue us ; and I began to apprehend, : 
” that fhe would fufpe€t, that I made a pretence of that. 
. iIatentional purfuit, to keep about her,. and with her. 
” But now. that they had declared againft it, and that 
i they would ‘not receive her, if fhe came back again. 
". [a deelaration fhe had better hear firft from me, than 
', from Mifs Howe, or any other] ; what fhould hinder 
. me from giving her this mark of my obedience ; efpe- 
cially as I could leave Will, who is a clever fellow, 
. and..can do any thing but write and fpell, and my 
“ uncle’s Jonas [not as guards, to be fure, but as atten-. 
" dants :only]; the latter to be difpatch’d to me occa- 
~ fionally by the former, whom I could acquaint with 
_ My motions ¢ - 
: Then I wanted to inform myfelf, why I had not 
; congratulatory letters from my aunts, and from my 
coufins Montague, to. whom I had written, glorying 
in ay beloved's efcape ; ; which letters, as they maul 

e 
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be worded, might poffibly be made nete£Ezty to fet, Dado 

23.matters proceed. te ee ot 

— Asto Windfor, Thad no defign to car-ay ie pn fi 
i 
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~ 


‘cularly thither: But fomewhere it was pr <>perto,natt, | 
as fhe condefcended te afk my’ advice abenut if.‘ Ta if lo 


don, I durft not; but very cautioufly ; “and fo 3° 
make it her own option: For I muft tell theé,, tht 
there is fuch a perverfenefs in, the fex, that, ‘whel they 
afk your advice, they do it only to know your opinion, 
that they may oppofe it; the’, had nate thing ! ml lf 
queftion been your choice, perhaps it had¥ been thar. se I 
- I could eafily give reafons again/t Windfor, after! |. ick 
had pretended to be there ; oe this would have looked 
the better, as it was a place of my own nomination; rh 
and fhewn her, that I had no fixed fcheme. —Never 1/7, 
was there in woman fuch a fagacions, fuch an al-ali ) 
-apprehenfion, as in this.—Yet it is a grievous thing to 
an honeft man to be {fufpeéted. - aes tthe 
Then, in my going or return, can call upon Ms. | ¢¥ 
Greme. She and my beloved had a great deal of tak tt | 
together. If I knew what it was about; and tht |"™ 
Either, upon their firft acquaintance, ‘was for bene | 
fiting herfelf by the Ozher, I might costtrive tofeve | | 
them both, without hurting my/elf: Fom thefe are the 
moft prudent ways of doing friendfhips, and what ae | Mt, 
not followed by regrets, tho’ the ferv- ead fhoyld pyre tp 
ingrateful. Then Mrs. Greme cosrefponds. by ta it 
and ink with her farmer fifter, where we are: ony | Bh an 
‘thing may poffibly arife that way, either ofa conyt- by or 
nient nature, which I may purfue; ar an inconve 
nient, which I may avoid. nah gf ebes eee 
_ Always be careful of back-doors, is a maxion with me |, 
in all my exploits. hoever knows me,,kagws that "tp, 
Iam no proud fan. I can talk as familiarly to &- AD 2 
vants as to principals, when I have a mind.tompkeit |). 
worth their while to oblige me in any thing. Thet ie 
fervants are but ae the common foldiess in an th in th 
’ ¢] Airy 
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They do all-the mifchief; frequently without malica, 


‘and merely, good fouls! for mifchief-fake. 


. I am moft apprehenfive about Mifs Howe. . She 


has a confounded deal of wit, and wants only a 
‘fubje@, to thew as much roguery: And fhould 1 


“be out-witted, with all my fententious, boafling con-: 


‘ceié of my own no/ffrum-monger/oip—[I love to plague 
‘thee, who art 4 pretender to accuracy, and a furface- 
skimmer in learning, with out-of-the-way words and 
phrates| I fhould ‘certainly hang, drown, or fhoot 
myfelf. | oo ae | 
Poot Hickman !—I pity him for the profpe@ he has 
with fuch a virago! — But the fellow’s a fool, God 
wot ! And now i think of it, it is abfolutely necef- 
fary for complete happinefs in the marry’d ftate, that 
one fhould be a fool ; an argument I once held with 


i this very Mifs Howe. —. But then the fool fhould 


‘Anow that he is fo, elfe the obftinate one will difap- 
point the wife one. | 1 ae, 


'¢ “*But my agent Jofeph has help’d me to fecure this 
std ‘quarter. ' | - | we | | _— 

a tte i ye : _ . 
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| an : | Mr. Lovetaces In Continuation. 

‘ts QU T is it not a confounded thing, that I cannot 
it ““* faften an obligation upon this proud emer ee I 
.@! “have two motives, in endeavouring to prevail upon 


ya 
tye 
he 
1 ‘ , 
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; hér to ac¢ept money and raiment from me: One, the 


real pleafure T fhould have in the accommodating the 
haughty maid ; and to think there was fomething near 
“er, and upori her, that I could éall ‘mine :” The other, 
‘in’ otder “co abate fier feverity, and humble her a | 
tic ae ee 4. a 

«Nothing fooner brings down a proud fpirit, thana - 
Fehfe of lying under pecuniary obligations. This has 
alvaydimad 3 mne‘{dlicitous to avoid laying my/elf uri- 
¥2 Voz, IIL. a ~ l der 


146 The History af's 


der any fuch: Yet fometimes formerly haved bton.. 
put (0° it, and curfed “the tardy revolution of, the: 
quarterly periods. And yet Lever made hhift to avqid- 
anticipations: J: newer woujd eat the calf in the doru’s: 


belly, a3 Lord M.’s phrafe is: For what,-is, thafy byt. 


to hold onr Jands upon senagt-courte/y,: the vileft 


. of all tenures? To be deny’d 4 fox-chaces, -fos. feen- 
of breaking down a fence upon my gwn grounds 2. 


To be clamour’d at for repairs fi edias fot, rather than 
really wanted? To be prated to by a bumkin with 
his hat on, .and his arms folded, as if he defied your 
expectations of that fort; his foot firmly fixed, as if 
upon his own ground ; and you forced to take his 
arch leers, and ftupid gybes; intimating by the whole 
of his condud, that he has had it in his power to ob- 
lige you, and, if, you behave civilly, may oblige you 
again? —I, who think I have a right to break every 
man’s head I pafs by, if I like not-his Igoks, to, bear 
this!— I no more ‘could do it, than I could borrow 
of an infolent uncle, or inqujfitive aunt, who. would 
thence think themfelves intitled to have an account of: 
all my life and actions laid before them for their review 
and cenfure. at, ele ae 

My charmer, I fee, has a- pride hke my own: 
But fhe has no diftinétion in her pride; Nag knows 
the pretty fool, that there is nothing nobler, nothing 


more delightful, than for lovers to be conferring and - 


receiving obligations from one another. In this very. 
farm-yard, to give thee a familiar inftance, I have 
more than once feen this remark illuftrated. A ftrut- 
ting rafcal of a cock have I beheld chuck, chuck, 
chuck, chuck-ing his miftrefs to him, when he has 
found a fingle barley-corn, taking if up with his bill, 
and letting it drop five or fix times, ftill repeating his 
chucking invitation: And when two or three of his fea- 
ther’d ladies ftrive who fhall be the firft for’t [O Jack! 
a cock is a grand-fignor of abird!], he directs the bill 
of the foremoft to it ; and, when fhe has got the ay 

gS pearl, 


Pee ee Eo 


Mifo Cntiés Hdlowe. rag 
pearls he fits over her with an erected craft; aiid art” 
exdkirig chack-—a: chuck-zw-aw-w, circling round” 


1 heey witht dropewririgs, Sollee the ‘duft in humble” 


While: the: d fhe, haif-fhy, half- , 
wilting, ‘by. her cowring: tail, half-{tretch’d wings, , 
pariocningty affciphted eyes, and contracted neck, lets- 
one for; seestbe knows barley-corn was not all he, 
calhid) het-fors;) - 


Phen be comes ‘to a part of his varvativ ve, a ; 
he mentions the propofing of the lady's. maid Han-~ 

~ "nah, or one of the. young zentlqvoeinens to pie 
 der,, thushe writes: i 


‘Now: Belford, cantt: thou: imaghte hie 1 ‘neant: 
by: Hannah, or one'of the girls tere, for. 
her-attendant? Pll give thee a month to guefs. 

Bhon. velle notre etend to gucts, thou ay "ft. 

Well; thon; 1’1L tall thee:: : 

-Believing, fhe would certainly propofe to hve that 
fayourite wench about her, as foon as fhe was a little. 


. féttled,, I had caufed the to’ be inquired after, with 


an intent-to. make intereft, fome how or’ other, that a 
month’s warning {hould be infifted on by her matter 
or miftrefs, or by" fone other mearis, which I had 
not: determined: upon, to prevent her coming to 
her. Bat. fortune: fights for me: ' The wench: is 
luokdy 33 5: a violent rheamatic diforder, which has 
obliged: her to leave her: place, confines her to her’ 
chamber; Poor Hannah! How I pity the girl 
Thefe things are very. hard upon induftrious fervants ! 
vr Aintend: to; make the poor maid a fmall prefent on. 
the oceafion-— 1 know)it:wall oblige nvy charmer. © 
And. foy. Jack; pretending riot to know any thing 
of -the:matter; I prefied her to'fend for the wench. 
She:knew ‘I had: always:4 regard for this fervant, be- 
caufe of her honeft love to her lady: But now Ihave 
a-greater repard for her than ever. Calamity, tho’ a. 


poor fervant's a vas rather increafe.than di- 


minifh 
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minifh good-will, with 'x‘traly-eherous maftet or - 
miftrefs. eke IY SRO aS, some ay: Sh RA PA 
_ As.to one of the: young Sorlings’s attendance, there 
was nothing at all..in propofing that, for if either: of 
them had. been chofen by er, and permitted by .the 
mother [Two chances ‘in that [}, it would have been 
only till I had fix’d upon another. And: if afterwards 
they had been loth to part, I could‘eafily have piven 
my beloved a jealoufy, which would have done the 
bufinefs ; or to the girl, who would have quitted fer 
country dairy, fuch‘ a relifh for a London one, :as 
wauld have made.it very: conveniént for her to fall _ix 
love with Will:;- or perhaps I could have done fill 
better .for her with-Lord:M.’s chaplain, ‘who: is: very. 
defirous of ftanding welliwith his: Lord's prefumptive. 
heir. Beatie ant aa ve ped i Oe a oe SS eee Se ES a 
A bleffing on thy honeft heart; Lovelace! thov’lt 
fay; forthou art for providing for evérysbody.:: 


. 


in truth and nature. But there was alitde touch of 
policy in it befides ; that the lady, if I fhould fly out 
again, fhould! not. think me:.too gtofs-an hypocrite : 
For, asf plaigly told her, I was afraid, that my fits 


that, is & fay. could, 
uld argue, 


impedfeon, Something to repent of_we;dhauld jog 


iit “t “(a 


we 


ee ee a oe 
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on much more equally, and be better able to compre- 
hen ene another: And fo the eomfort would be mu- 


taal; btid‘thé remorfe not‘all on‘one fide.) 
node. cclnawiges, that be, wai. greatly aided and 
en bla ed with the lady's, feriaus cd la the 
novi H4 | But even then was apprebenfive that bis 
veg R@mper. would not bold.” Thus he writes; 

‘3 his Jady-fays feriows things in’ fo agreeable a man- 
ner.¢iand' then her voice is:all harmony, when fhe 
touches:.ai fabject:the «is pleafed with; that I could 
have liftened to her for half aday together. But yet I 
ar afeaid,: if fhe: falls, as they. call it, fhe will lofe a 


: id 


. goort deal of that pathos, of that noble felf-confidence; 


which gives a good perfon, as I now fee, a vifible fu- 
periority over one not'fo good. Poms 9s 

But, after all, Belford, I would fain know why 
people call fuch free livers as you and me Aypocrites.— 
‘That’s a word] hate; and fhould take it very ill to 
be called by it. For myfelf, I have as good motions, 
and perhaps have them as frequently as any-body : All 
the bufinefs.is, they don’t hold; or, to fpeak more in 
character, I don’t take the care fome do, to conceal 


- gny lapfes.. - : 


LETTER XXVI. 


Mifs Howe, To Mifs Clarissa HaRLowe. 
one | _ Sat. April 15. 
HO?’ pretty much preffed in time, and oppreffed 
by my mamma’s watchfulnefs, I will write a few 


Jines upon the new light that has broke in upon your 


gentleman ; and fend it by a particular hand, 

I know not what to think of him upon it.— He 
talks well ; but judge him by Rowe’s lines, he is cer- 
tainly a difémbler, ‘odious as the fin of hypocrify, 
and, as he fays, that other of ingratitude, are to him. 


Heaicole And 


390 Lhe History wf’. 
,_And.prayy aay dear, let me afk yous Could behave 
tniumgphed, as it is, id he.bas-done, ever fo. neany-of 
. ou fens had he net been -egregioudly guilty, of bee 
Sor Piiuh Sid,” ate ed as es 
+, His ingenuity 3s the thing that flaggers me: Yet is 
he cunning enough to. know, that: whoever ‘accufes 
Ata firk, bhints the edge of an adverfary’s accu- 
-£a00N. Te 2 ee ee 
_. He is certainly.a man of fenfe :; These is more hope 
of fuch a one, than of a foal: And there-muft bea 
aginning to.a. refoamation, Théfe I will alow in bes 
aVvOuUs. | lacy el er CONG ee ON Pe BO AEE a 
—: But thigy I think, isthe only way to: judge of his 
Specious .confeftions , and; felf-accwfations ~—— he. 
confefs any thing that you knew moat.befere, or that 4; 
you are not likely to, find @ut-from.athers '— If no- 
thing .elfe, what. does he. confefs to his own difadvan- 
tage? You have heard of his duels: You .have ‘heard 
of -his fedyctions: .AH the werld has.-- He owns 
_ therefore what.it would. be:te so parpofs, t:con 
;,ceal,; and. bis: ingenuity is.a falvo—§ ‘Wiay,; this, |, 
Gisela ais than My, Lovelace thisyelf |, 
+j8 ac HOW s 3. pie Hise. B.S SB. Us: SP aha Che eee \ 
_« Well, but, what is now to be done t-- You mut 
. make the bef of your fituation: And as:you fay, fo 
+ fay-1, I hope that will,not be bad: For Llike:all:that 
he. has propofed to you. of Windfor, ‘and his Canon's 
houfer Hho, srading!s to. isave you, antes hisidelé sn 
».quett ofa lodging, likewife looks well.— And I think 
. shere is nothing can be foproperly doue, as {wheter |; 
you get toa Canon's houfe or. not] that the Canen |, 


joins you. together in wedlock. as foon as. poffible, . . 

: Lmuch approve, however, of all yqur cautions, of 
all your vigilance, and of every thing you have dane, 
but of your meeting of him, , et, in. my difapproba- | 
tion of that; I judge by the event only ; for who would | 
have divined, it would have concluded as it did? But | 
he is the devil, by his own account; And had he run 

Mee x 2G away 


Mifs Ciaita Hartowe. ist 


‘away with the wretched Solmes, and your: more 
wretch 


ed brother, and been himfelf tranfported for 


fife, he fhould have had. my free confent for all three. 


What ufe. doe’ he-make of that Jofeph Leman t — 


His ‘ingenuoufhefs, I muft once more fay, confounds 


mes but if, my dear, you can forgive your brother; 

I don’t know whether you dught to be angry at his 
on that account; yet I have with’d fifty times, fince. 
‘he ‘got you away, that you were rid of him, whether 


It were by a burning fever, by hanging, by drowning, _ 


or. by a broken necks provided it were before he laid 
you under a neceflity to go into ponrning 1s him. | 
at my hitherto-rejected offer. May I fend i¢ 


 @ | 
-fafely by your old man ?— I have reafens for not fends 


ing it by Hickman’s fervant; unlefs I had a banknote 
‘or notes. Inquiring for fuch may caufe diftruft.. My 


-gmammia is fo bufy, fo inquifitive | — I don’t love fu- 
{picious tenypers. . ; 


r 
5 ‘ 


here the is continually in and‘ out —I mutt 


- break off. Mr. Hickman begw his mioft refpectful 
compliments to you, -and offer of fervices.. I told 
‘him I -would oblige him, becaufe minds in trouble 


take kindly any-body’s civilities: But that he muft 


‘‘not imagine he obliged me. by this: Since I fhould 
‘ think the man or woman either blind or ftupid, wha 
‘admired net a-perfon of your exalted merit fer her 
“own ‘fake, and wilh’d not to ferve her without view 
to other reward, than the honour of fervittg her. 

6 be-fure, that was his principal motive, with great 
1. daintinefs he faid it: But with a kifs of his hand, and 


a bow to my feet, he hoped, that that fine lady’s bee 
ing my friend did not leflen the merit of, the reverence 


‘he really had for her. Believe me ever, what you . 
-fhaH ever find me,. et os 


Your faithful and affettionaté -.- 
-  .,.. Anna, Hows. | 


_H4 " LET- 
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Afi Charissa "Wartowe, To Mifs Howe. - 


vere a ow Fs 8 Sate Afternoon. : 
b peas ‘your -meflenger while I write in anfwer 
: to‘yours 3° my poor old man not being very well. : 
You difhearten me a good deal about this man... F 
may be too willing, from my fad circumftances,. to 
think the bef of him.—-If his pretences to reforma- 
tion are but pretences, what muft be ‘his intent ?. But 
can: the heart of: man be fo very vile? Can he, dare 
he, mock the Almighty ?— But may I not, from 
one very fad reflection, think better of him; That I 
am thrown too much in his power; ‘to make it nere/- 
fary for him (except he were to intend the very utmoft 
villainy by me) to be fuch a fhocking hypocrite ?>— He 
muft, at leaft, be in carneft, at the time he gives the 
better-hopes.- Surely he muft. — You yourlelf mutt 
join with me in this hope, or you could not with ‘me 

to be fo dreadfully yoked. poe ee 
_ But after all, 2 had rather be independent of: him, 
and of his family, altho’ 1 have an high opinion of 
them ; much rather: At leaft all I fee what my own 
may be: brought to.— Otherwife, I think, it were 
beft forme; at once, to caft myfelf into Lady 
Fetty’s protection. All would then be conducted 
with decesicy, and perhaps many mortifications would 
be fpared me. - But then I mult be ys, at all adven- 
tures, and be thought to defy my own family. And 
fhal! I not fee the iflue of. ene application firft ’>—And 
yet cannot make this, tll I am fettled fomewheses 
and at adiftance from him. . s it 
Mrs, Soslings fhew’d- me a. letter this morning, 
which fhe had received from her fifter Greme laft 
night ;..in which (hoping I will forgive her forward, 
zed, if her fifter thinks ft to thew herJetter to.sne) fis 
, ee , © wifhes 


Mifs Clarif Harlowre. 1§3 


© withes for all the noble family’s fake, and fhe hopes 
« fhe may, 4 for my own, that Iwill be pleafed to. 
< yield to rnake his honour,’ as‘fhe'calls him, happy ” 
She grounds her officiou/nefs, as the calls it, what 
he was fo condefcending [her word alfo] to ay to her 
ai »:in. his way to Windfor, on her pre/uming 
afk, te. fhe might ‘haem give him joy. * That'nd 
. en ever Joved a woman as he loved me: ‘That nd 
« woman ever fo well deferved to be: beloved: ‘That 
‘in every converfation, -he admired me {till miore 
¢ That he loved-me-with feth a purity, as he had. ne~ 
© ver believed -himfelf capable of, or that. a! mortal: 
© creature.could have imfpired: him: with: ;-lookisrr ae 
“ on measall foul; as an angel fent: dewn:to Lavebis;? 
and a great deal more-of this fort: © But that he ap- 

« prehended, my confent to make him happy was at. 
< a greater diftance than he wilhed. “And complain’d- 
© of my too fevere reftrittions’ upom him, . before I: 
« honour’d ‘him with my‘confidence > Which. reftri-. 
« &ions muft be:as facred to him, acy were parts’ 
‘: .of the marriage-contratt, Sc. > 

__What, my dear, fhall I fay'to'this: jn. How fhail Lb 
take it’? Mrs. Greme is'a good woman. ‘Mrs: Sorlings 
is’ a good woman. And this letter agrees with the: - 
coriverfation I thought, ‘arid ftill think, ‘fo agreeable: 
Yet what means the man by. p the oppottuni~ 
fies he has had to declare himfelf ?—° What mean his’ 
eomplaints of my reftrictions to Mrs. Greme? : He is 
nota bafhful man |— But you fay, F infpire people 
with. an awe of me | ee “An awe; my: beiske — As 
Row? — | 

>. T am quite pecan: at tines; to find, ‘that t an? 
bound to: fee the workings of this yuri inh vig giddy 
Ds ; which fhall I callit?:  % 

-How am I purtifh’dj ast frequently: thinte, for my 
vanity, in hoping to be an ara) tae te yourig péifons of 
my-fex! Let me te but 4 warring, and] will: now' de 
ponleneees “F6ry be amy oet hat itcmayy fi thalk 


never — 


iY : pag History af... 
never be able to hald. again among, . 
beft friends and Bird fy ben ae sae 
It is one.of the.cruelleft canuiftances that attends 
a fal mh the pennies iderate, that fhe = all who 
ove her ppy ».3 only ta, her own ene- 
mies, and to the poy = 7m aires poxony , ay 
What ap ufeful Jeflon would. ree Y ford, were it 
Bropes| inculcated at the time that the tempted mind 

i blanciog upon a doubtful adventure ? 

You know not, my dear, , the worth of a virtuous: 
man ; and .noble-minded as you are in. moft particu. 
Jars, you partake of the comman weaknefs.of human 
nature, in being apt to flight .what is in your own 

power. - 
ce would not think. of afipg. Mr. Lovelace, were 
he your fuitor, as you, do the much worthier Mz. 
Hic an =. Would you.? You know, who, fays,: in 
my_mamma’s .caley * Much. will. bets paste fail. 


_ © bear, all the world through (o).’ Me. Fickenapa 


I fancy, would be glad to know the lady’s 
made fuch an obfervation. He would think it, hardly 
peffible, but.fuch a one fhould benefit b age OWN} Fes 


ynark; and would, be apt te with, his, }\ Hows se 


quainted with. her,.. .. 

. Gentlenefs of hearts, faraly, i ig nat. fiesta ia a. 
man... Why,.. if. it he, is: the. higheft diftingtion:. a 
man,can, arrive at, that of, a. Gentleman ?— A. diftin- 
étion which a prince may not deferve.. For manners, 
more. than. hirth,, fortune, . or title, are requifit¢: in. 

is, Character. “Mapners are indeed the. eflente of 
it,,, And fhalJ it be generally faid, aad Mifs Howe act 
he an-exeeptiontoit [as once you- wrote ()}, that.our 
den.care beft deals with y boiftroug ai ey fpi- 

its? i 
: Pas ive me, my dade: 4 and lave) me as you ‘ufed. to 
‘or altho’ may fortunes are changed, my ;hesrt is 
oh : Nor ever bias _— it bids baits pen ath Shad hie 
AP Ei LOY a p ia - it 


(2) Voli. p. 58. no Pal, Ip. rs. 
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Mifs CaM Marlowe: gg 
: hu ceafe ‘to beat; wWheri itis not “as tric ‘yours 


oe a os Your Cxaxtssa’ Haitows’s 


LETTER: XXVIII... 


| Mife CLARISSA Hantows, To Mift Howe, ° i 


. Satyrday Evening... 
ME: Lovelace his fen divers apartinénts at. Wind- 
‘for; but net one, he faysy that he thought: fit 

for whe, ‘or int ay manner anfwering my defcription. * 
1. “He had Beert very foliciteus to een: to the letter of 
my inftructions: Which looks well: And the better 
I Yiked him,. as, altho’ he prépofed that town,’ he 
caine back,: diffuading: me from it: ‘For he faid, that; 
ity his’ journey fromrthente, he’ ‘had thought Windfory 


4 


aldite’ of his own: . & Wrong-choice ; becaufe 
}-eoveted privacy, that was place any ‘vin 
fited and admitted. 


: Teeld' him, theeif Mrs. Sortings thought me not art 
incuntbrance, I would be willing to ftay there a little 
fonger; provided he would leave me, and :go: to Lord 
M.’ s, or to London, which ever he thou ght beft. : 

He-hop’d, he faid,_that:-he might: fuppoe me abfo- 
futely: 'fafe from the infaltsor attempts of my brother ; 
and therefore, -if-it would make me eafter, pene 
— ines shaw at leaft. 

od to fend for Hannah— I told him 
¥ defign’d to do fo, thro’ you: And fhall -beg of you, 
my dear, to caufe the honeft creature to. be fent to ? 
Your faithful Robert, I think, knows where the is, 
Pethaps fhe will be permitted to: quit her place dire@- 
ly, by ene a month’s wages, which I wn repay 
ee 


/He'took‘ notice of the ferious humout he found me 
itty and: of the rednefs of my. eyes: I had juft been 
‘anfwering yout letter ; 3 and, had he not approach’d 

'H 6 Mme, 


rm AHI etiost? of 


me;0f his’ costing off this journey; ira very retpeOeul 
manner, had he not made an:unexceptionable report of 
his inquiries;.and. been fv: ‘peaily to’ go ‘from mie, atJehe! 
Mal! Arh word: Jiwasprepar’d:: (notwithfanding the: 
i terms we parted upon when he -fet ‘out for’ 

lang for) to have :pivérahim: wa? vibenoten -reeep- 
tion; .Fori the contents: of your. daft letter: had fo-af-’ 
fected: me, . ‘tha¢. the: moment <I .faw-him, I beheld: 
with-indignation the: feducér,: who had been the canfe: 
of all, che evils I Gaffer, :andshave foffered. 9: % + 

_, He. hinted. tome, tbat he hadirectived a‘ letter: from. 

Betty, and another, :.as 1 underftood him, from 

one. of the; Mifs Montagues.” If. they take notice’of’ 
me in them, I wonder that he did not acquaint me 
with the contents. .b.am.afrait, my dear, that his 
relations are amohg :thofs, who: think. Lhave takerea: 
rath. and inexeufable ftep.. Ite1s. not. to: my credit w* 
ket even them know, how I have: been: fri cu pee of: 
myfelf: And who. jnows but:they: may hold: me un-_ 
apse of theif alliance, if they may think my flight. 
3 voluntary one i--+O:iny dear, how uneafy. to: us are: 
our refledtions,upon, every doubtful occurrence, ‘whet.’ 
We. Teno: we haye-been. ian Been to de ite 


thing + 
| ‘ as cGueaas Morning on 
3 ‘Waar an additions! G concern mut I have in: my" 
refiedtions upon Ms. Lovelace’s hatred of ali: my :ré- 
hatiens '—~, He calls fome of: them implacable; .but I - 
am afraid, that he is:as; pe aaa as: ‘the uaa 
inveterate of them::.; .. a 
Lcould noe forbear, with great eects: toviexs ’ 
prefs my wifhes. for a «céconcuiation with them’; ‘and; 
in erder to begin a: treaty for. that. perpofe, to re-urge | 


his. departure from. me; He gave hunfelf high airs ups - 


on the occafion, mot doubting, he -faid, that-he was ° 
to be the preliminary: facrifice s and thenshe reflected 
ina very.free manner. upon. my brother 5..nox fpared ° 
my. father himfelf. 


So . 


| 


A 


eee eT eT Ce eT TRY eee ees eee SE 


° a re y | 
if - fe Chaeiffe Hirlovics = hge 
nated «1: SOditde conpfideration .éox sue} mari dear,! a+ Aneg-ats 
| had: always, aa. k toldchim;; been: he polite: wayyic0! 
fone) teeetimy: family. weigh contempt; wicked. creatureithasi | 
viii © oWasy:to know). ity: and- ye om conpefpondeRce! | 
eat With him bee as ten a) tw eso, boo 
ia -- Butlotimne tell-yory Sir, faid Jy that arhatetned yout! 
i violent teniper add :contempp of me, may-rive youre? 
tin | Lay-e&my brother, I will not-bear'my: father {pokes 
vat all.of, Jt -issertoughy: durely,: that] have-cqumented™ 

- his worthy heart. by: my difobedience 5 and that: his> 
a i — beloved. child: kas: been fpirited away from: bin 
ui: 2 @shave: bis: character reflected upon, ‘by the! man! 
seems hes heen he calufe of all, ‘is! weet Twill. net? 
sa He Laid, ‘many gen his: aii deface but Hoe 
aq OBG 281 :told -him,. that could: Jaded what hter to’ 
bear, r.a man to-fay, wee abet ideas apres? 
tended. to.that daughter: i 6! Tat. at Tal 
| -And..then,: feeag sme’ very: Gincerely tanigry, het 
“a bege’d my ‘pardon, tho?.not imacvery hum "et 
2 Net. But, to.change.the fubject, he: took notice: of 
.y the. two letters he had received; one from:Lad y Betty > 
“, da@wrance,.the other from MifsMbontaguc:;: andead? 
me paflages out of both. 
Why did not the man fhew them to me laft night > 
‘Was he afraid of:giving me too muc ay seep Baree 
- Lady, Betty in hers; exprefles herfelf ig: the» mot” 
obliging manner, in relation tome. % .She:withes him: ! 
‘ 4p to behave, as te encourage:me:to make ‘him: foot: 
‘ happy. She defires her compliments ‘to ‘me ; andexe's 
‘ her-.impationce \to'fee, as-hervnizce, ‘fo eeld- 
< brated a. lady [Thofeare her high words}. She fhald: 
© take it for an war riers fhe: fays, to.be putunte a way! 
¢ to oblige me. She: hopes I:will not too long diday-:' 
<« the ceremony 3. -becaufe that perform’d, will be tov 
© her, and to Lord M. and Lady. Sarah, a'fure pledge 
© of her nephew's mieritsy and: Bi Eoee behaviour.” oe 
rink ek Oe: rth 


a, 


4 Tbe! Wisdouny: of 's' 

- Sire fiys;* She wal Aways forty te bane: of the 
© -havdfips: EF tad met with on His accoune- | FReehe’ 
é--wil be the moft ihairktefel: of mith, # he nktite not’ 
¢ all-up to me: And that fie thinks: it-irtderbene’ 
é =n all their family to fupply to me the left favaar’ 
*:of my owt: And, ‘for her purt, ‘riothing' of ‘ghac’ 
S lend, fie Bide hint aire they frelf be warrtiris.? is * 

| Her ee bod obferves, * That the treatment ‘Re 
¢ had receiver? fromy sity’ family,’ woult: Rave: been 
¢ mort undcoduttable than it was, with fuck naturel 
& sant decides adwantagesas he had, had it not beer 
6 owite tohis own: chrelefi rhatiness. -Bert fie hopes,’ 
¢ that he-will convince: the Hatlowe-family, that they 
¢ had thought worfe of him than he had deferved ;° 
¢ fince now it was in his power to eftablifh his cha- 
© radter for éver: Which ithe prays God: to enable 
¢ hint to-do; as well far his own horfour, as for the 
¢ honour of their houfe’ [was-the magnificent word]. 

"She eénclades;: with “daiving to be inférmed: of 
« ui rtupititls’ the moment they ave celebrated, that 
& fhe my be with the eatlieft iy fellcitating ine on ‘the 
© happy obcifion” 
- But her Ladyfiitp- gives me no-diredt invitation te 
attend her before marriage. Which I might have ex- 
pected fren what Ke had-fol@mes 

' He then fiew'd nie partof Mifs Montague’s ‘more 
forightly lettef, * congratulating him upon the ho- 
© nour he had obtain’d, of the confidence of fo- admt- 
© rable a Lady [Thole are‘het words: Confitenicte, my 
dear ! Nobody, indeed, as you fay, will believe other- 
wife, were they ‘to! be told the ruth : And you fee, 
that Mis: Moritugue' (arid all his family, I fappofe) 
think the ftep I have taken, ait extraerdtnary one): 
© She alfo withes' for his fpeedy nuptials; and‘ to fee 
€ her new'coufin at M. Hall: As do'Lord-M: fie tells 
© him, and her’ fifter'; and-in- general! at the well- 
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mvs lS of Whenever shia-bappy-day thall he pafiad, ‘fhegito~ 
accom | €: pots, the x: to attend mac, and to;make ones in. 
fed _bay-stain to M, Hall, if is lordfaip Maal :oontinse- 
nie cMedlobthe-gauts as ad‘prefent,. But thet thouldihe: 
ne eid gat betty. Will haatelf attend me,, fre is fure,: 
neta ‘condudime thither: Auad alterwardaquit either: 
eal Si ti a cre Mite a toreert 
en eh 
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) SOU may beligyes my doar), that. hele letgers, put 
on bY : Ine An.ganP, aod. humour, with, hima. id iHe.faw i¢ in:my 


. #¥ 


tid yet I ceed: that I could not have. the. contents of 


ae oe . communir¢ated, to me laft nu 

shen wiged eo go in yt Lady Betty's 
on ee ftreng 

, _. But how, id, ea were out of all 

"hope .of. a reconciliation with. my. friends [which- yet,, 

i however. improbable. to be brought about, is my duty 

" to attempt] as her ladyfhip has given NIE. ND particular. 

; invitatien?; ._ 

"That, he was faves: was iowing to: her- doubt that it 

would. be accepted : -Elf the had done: it with the. 

greateft. pleafure.in. the. werkd,, -; 

' “~ That doubt. itfelf, I faid, was. “enough to deter. me :! 

' Since her dadydhip, who knew fo. well the boundaries. 

of the ft .and the unfit, by her. not-axpecting I would. 

' accept of an invitation, had fhe given ity would have 
teafan to. think me very forward, if I bad accepted it ;: 

I and 


be bf 


.congratulated himfelf upon it. Buti 
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and much more forward to go without it. Then, faid:' 
I, I thank you, Sir, I have no cloaths fit to go any-- 
where, or'to be feen.byany-body; © ae 
O, I was fit to appear in the "drawing-room, were 
full drefs and. jewels to be excufed,. and fhould make 
the moft amiable [extraordinary he muft mean] figure 
there. He was aftonifh’d at the elegance of my dreds. 
By what art he knew not, but I appeared to fuchrad- 
vantage, as if I had a different fuit every day. Befides, 
his coufins. Montague would fupply: me with ‘ai: 
wanted for the-prefent ;. and hevwould write to Mis : 
Charlotte accordingly, - if I would give him leave.. «. * 
. Do you think. me the jay in the fable? faids Iss: 
Would you have me vifit the owners of the borrewed 
dreffes in their-own cloaths ?7-~Surely, Mr. Lovelace, 
ou think I‘have either a very low, or a very con- 
Fdent mind. ay, egend 2h 7. 
Would I choofe to go to London, for a few ‘days 
only, in orderto fernith my felf with cloaths? 
Not at.43 expence. Iwas not prepared to wear his 
livery yet. Pe Ee Bie gee ee em oe VENA : se a2 LaND ae Fe 
. | could-not have appeared in‘ earneft to him, ‘in my: 
difpleafure at his-artful dontrivances“'té ‘get me away, 
if i were not occafionally to fhew my real fretfulnefs 
upon the deftitute condition he -has reduced me to. 
When people fet out wrong together, it ts very diffi- 
cult to avoid recriminations. on 
He with’d he knew but my mind«That fhould: 
direét him in his propofats, and if would be his delight" 
to obferve it, whatever ‘it wari : tO te PG. Me eke’ 
"My mind was, that:he fhould leave ‘me out of hand 
— How often muft'L-tell hin f6?—- OT POET 
If I were any-where but’liefe, he would-obey ‘tie; 
he faid, if dunfitted upervit.: But if I] would affert-thy® 
right, that would be infinitely-prefetable; “1 Ris pr” 
nion, to any other mivahtiré: but’ ones brbihe: dat/F 
only Bintiat - Por then, adinitting bis -vifiesjOar Hefule- 
iid tenn I phafed ferarititg a° corréfpohdenusd yi 
3 — rs Jetrer 
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owt h Idtter only} it:-would. appear: to: all. thec wostscthisc, 


tsi what. I had done,: was but int order ,ta : docamy ffs 


-juftice. econ a ley 
om  SHow. often: mutt, I tell you,. Sir, ‘that L will. at 
xia litigate twith my: papa ?—Do- you think: that my-un-3 
ioe happy ciroumftances.wiil alter.my notions. of. my @wnR ; 
ned? duty, i fo: far ascit-is practicable for:.me to-perform: i¢;? ; 
an —hrow:.can I ary :poflefiion witheut ditigation, and: 
én] byurt-by. my. truftees?. One of them-will.be again ma’, 
weg tHe other‘is abroad. ..This muft:.take. up time, wese! 
ti 1 difpofed. to. fall upon: this. meafure.— And, what .I- 
val 3 te is prefent independence, and reer irametiate 
: ablenfe...0 0 
: . Upon his foul, the wretch fywore, he did not think: 
: it fafe,. for the ealots he had before given, to Jeave. 
is me. here.—-He. hoped I would think of fome place, . to, 
'' which I fhould like to go.. But he mutt. take-the: 
4 been ho to fay, that: he. hoped, his, behaviour, had .not 
" been fo exceptionable,: as to. make me.fo very carnett, 
¥ "fa. his abfence in the:interim: And the le&, furely, 
as I. was almoft eternally fhutting up myfelf froma him: 
_. altho’: he. prefumed, he. {aid,.to..allure me, that he 
Never went from me, but with a correted. heart, and. 
’ with. fxengthened. refolutions: of improving by my, 


4 


; eternally foutting myfe I repeated I~ 
sernaly ting myfelf up from you repeate — 
I hope, Sir, that Ba af fr pretend | to take it 
| eee :that I saa to be uninvaded in. May. retire - 
— ments,.; Ishope you do not think me fo weak,a crea, 
ture (novice as you haye found me ina very capital 
inftance) asto be fond of.oceafions to hear your. 
{fpeeches, efpeciall ae as_ no. differing circumftan a 
sequire your over-frequent vifits; nor. that I ana to be 
addrefled to as if I cought hourly profedions: needful: 
to. affure me of your honour... ee ae 
-. He feemed a little difconcerted.. 7 
“You kgow,, Mr. Lovelace, rocesded. I, “why. T: am 
fo capi: for your abfencg., At sy. that | may appear, 
7 to 


ed 
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to the world independent of you; and in hopes, ‘by that 
means, to find it fefs difficult to fet os foot a recon- 
ciliation with my friends. And now let me add. (in 
“otder to make you eafier as to the terths Of that hiiped- 
for récoitciliation) that a ‘find I have the good 
fortune fo ftand fo well with your relations, I. will, 
from time to timé, aequaint you, by letter; shen 
‘you are abfent, With every ftep I fhall take; and with 
every overture that fhall be made to me. But not 
with an intention to render myfelf accountable to 
you, neither, as to my acceptance or rion-atceptance 
of thofe overtures. ‘They know, that have a. power 


given me by my grandfather’s will, to sbeque ath the 
veftate he left me, together with my Tharé of the effetts, 


‘in a way that may affect them, though not abfo- 
lutely from them: ‘This cexfideration, T hope, will. pro- 
cure mé /ome from them, walten their. paion fubfides, 
and they know I am independent of you. - 
- ’ Charining reafonisix !—And let him tell mie, that 
the affurane¢ I had given hitn was all he wiflied fo. it 
‘was more than he could afk.—-What a happinels td 
have 4 wothan of henour and generofity to depend 
"upon Had he, on his firft entrance into the world; 
met with fuch a one, he had never been other than a 
man of ftri& virtue—But all, he hoped, was for thé 
beft; fince; in that cafe, he had néver, perhaps, had the 
happinefs now in his view ; bécaufe his relations had 
been always urging him to mdrty’; arid that before he 
had: the henour to know mé.—And now, as he had 
ftot been fo bad as fomé peoples malice reported 
him to bes he hoped; he fhould have more merit in 
his repenfarice, than if he had never err’d. 
I faid; I took it for granted, that he affented to the 
réafofting he feeméd.to approve, and would leave me. 
And then I afked him, What he really, and ih Bis 
moft deliberate mind; would advife me‘to, i my pfte- 
, font fituafion? He miuft hends fee; I-faid, ‘thar I wes 
hs 4 great-lofs. what-to refolve upon; intirely a ftrat- 
ger 


ont | Mifs Clariffa Hartowe. 163 
8 er to London, having no advifer, no proteftor, at. 


0G tt irefent sua Hinefelf, he mut give me leave to tell him, 
it We! “greatly deficieert ini: privzite, if not in the divevlepe, OF 
‘ett thie decorurns, which, 1 had apprehended, wel 
‘fll. indifpenfable in the charaSter of a man of bitth, for- 
a nt tune, and education. | pare 

t,t? He imagines himfelf, I find, to be a vety polite 
hilt: man, and carmnot bear to be thought otherwife. He put 
8% up ‘his Hip, — YT am Yurry for it, Madam. — A man of 
it! breeding, a man of politenefs, give me leave to fay, 
ott peels is-much tnore of a black fwan with you, 
tule “ahah with any lady Fever met with 

Log") Phen‘ that ts your misfortithe, Mr.:Lovelacey @ 
furié Swell ds'mime, at prefent.—Every woman of difcern- 
(ogi! ‘trent, I am confident, meek what I know of you 
typ! now, would fay as I fay [I a mind to aged 2 
rm: pride, that I am fure i ine to be mortify’d] that 
ww ‘your: politenefs is tot ‘regular, hor conftant It is 
melt “not habit. Ie is too much feen’ by fits, arid’ ftatts, and 
ent Tallies,’ arid’ thofe fot Mdhtaneous.' You thuft be 
18 “reminded into ther Oe 
irs:  9OMLord ¥ O Lord Poor I eee yet 
so ‘the half-arigry wretch’s {elf-pitying expreffion!— * 

ni ‘ E-préceeded._Upon my word, Sir, you are not 
,@ the accomplith’d man, which your talents and oppof+ 
os ‘tunities: would have led one to expect you to be.— 
dt ““Yoii'are Indeed in your noviciaté [He hdd, in a for- 
at Alter doriverfhtion, ufed that-word] as to every laudable 
8 Cattainmertim 7° a | 
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i fpare ame. I-am:forry that I have lived :to this so 
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164 The History of. a2 
for nothing at all. But furely you could: not.:have 
quitted a fubjeét fo much more agreeable, and fo much 
more fuitable, I will fay, to our. prefent-fituation,. if 
you had not too cruel a pleafure in mostifying.a mais 
who before looked up,to you, with ‘a diffideace im his 
own merits too great to permit him_to {peak half his; 
mind to you.—Be pleafed but to return to the fubje& 
we were upon ; and at another time I will gladly: em- 
brace cofrection from the only mouth in the-wesld fo. 


qualify’d to give it. 


_” You talk of reformation, fometimes, Mr. Lovelace s - 


and in’ fo talking acknowlegs errors. But] fee you 
can very ill bear the reproof,,.which perhaps you dre 
not folicjtous ta ayoid giuiug occafjon for.—-Far be.it 


from me to take delight in finding-fault. . I fhould be. 


giad for both our fakes, fince my Situation ‘is, what it 
is, that I could do nothing but praife yous. But fail- 
ures which affect a mind, that need not be. very: deli- 
cate to be affected by, them, are.too grating to be 
paffed dver in filence by a.perfon, who wifhes to be 
thought in earneft in herown duties. 

J admire your delicacy, Madam, again interrupted 
he.—Altho’ I fuffer by it; yet would I not have ie 
otherwife: Indeed I would not, when I confider of 
it. It is an angelic delicacy, which fets you above all 
our fex, and even above your own. It is natural to 
yor, Madam ; fo you may not think it extraordinary 
-—But there is nothing like it on earth, faid the flat- 
terer—[ What company has he kept?] .__ zt 

‘But let us return to the former fubjet—You were 
fo good as to afk me, what I. would advife you to do 
—I want but to make you eafy, I want but to fee you 
fixed to your liking—Your faithful Hannah with you. 
—Your reconciliation with thofe with whom you 
wifh to be reconciled, fet on foot,’ and in a train. 

And now let me mention to you- different propofals ; 
in-hopes that fome one of thera may be acceptable to 
you. . #, , 


ifs Clariffa 
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I will go to Mrs. Howe, or to Mifs Howe, or to 

whomfoever you/would have me go, and: endeavour 
to-prevail: upon ¢hem. to receive you. . 


' Do you incline to go to Florence to your coufin — 
Morden ?—I. wilt furnith you with the opportunity of 


goin thither, either ‘by'fea to Le horn, or by and 
through France. Perhaps ¥ may‘be ablé to procure 
dhe of thé laties'uf ‘my family to’ attend you. Either 
Charlotte’ or! Patty -would-rejoice it’ fuch an opportu- 
nity of feeing. France and Italy. ‘ As for miglele I 
will only be your efcorte; in difguife, ‘if yoy will 
have -#t fo) ‘even in ‘yoir' livety, that’ your punttilio, 

not receive offence by my attendance. 
5-F tobat him,: would confider of dll he had 'faid; “But. 
that: I hoped-for a‘line or two from thy aunt Hervey, 


it ; 
bie wehdrew with'great refpe > ‘Abdih an hour? (i 


mit ofthieaécompanying me, in any fhape, or upon 
anyteonuieion! It was highly improbable that I fhould 
obtain sthelfavour of either ‘of his coufins company : 
And if that could be'ddne, it would be the fame thing, 
ithe World's eye; ‘as if he went himéelf. 

“his deci us into another convefation ; Which fhall 
be the fubjeev of thy next. es | > 
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Mifs Cuarissa Hagrowe’s Pus Cina. 


Me! Lovelace. lees ald fie ‘hation. the Wena thai 


might not, be oan he.had been. ftudying 0) find, 
out, if poffible, fomewhat, that might porns 
and which mj he conyince me, . that. he peetgsr: ade 
fatisfaction to his.own, . 

He then offered: to, got ‘hinstelf, and procure mn: 
Hannah to come and attend.me: As. I h had-declia'd. 
the fervice of ati , Of the, young, Mrs. Sor ling he, 
was, extremely folicitous,. he fai. that-I thoy d-haye,, 
a fervant,, in in. whofe.integrity I might confide... ;, 

I told him, that you. would. be fo. kind, as. to fend,, 
to engage Hannah, ‘if poftible,, 

If any thing, he faid, thould prevent her.from.come-. 

», {uppofe he himfelf waited upon Mis, Hawe,. to, 


de ire her,, to lend me her fervant ti till Iwas provided | 


oir high difplealy the:ftey t 
aid, Your ma;s Wwe af P| 
had taken (as J Kee, voluatarily), had.deprived... 
me of any open affiftance of that fart from you. +... 
He was amazed, fo inuch as Mrs. Howe horfelf. 
ufed to.admire me 3, and fa. great, aninfluence.as Mifs- 
was fuppofed to have over her mamma. (and .deferved,, 
to have) that that lady fhould take upon herfelf ta be - 
fo much offended with me, He.wifh’d, that the map, 


who took fuch. pains to keep-up and inflame the paf-.. 


fions of my father and uncles,, were not.at ihe. hostors, 
of this mifchief tog. 

I was afraid, T faid, that 1 my brother was ; 3. or. velfe,, | 
my uncle Antony, I dared to fay, would not have . 


taken fuch pains to fet Mrs. Howe againft me, asI _ : 


underftood he had done. 
Since I had declined vifiting his aunts, he afked 
me, If I would admit of a vifit from his hes 
on- 


i 
“ 


aT a no, 


ae ee ~~ 
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| Montague, and accept of a fervant of hers for the 


prefent ! 


ee | BALMS, not, } fae. an unacceptable propotal: 


Rut I “would firlt fee, if my friends would fend me 
my Cloaths, ‘that I might not make fuch a giddy and 
run-away appearance to. any. of his relatigns, _ 

‘If. pleafed, he would, make another, journey to 
Windfor, to make more particular inquiry among the 
canons, or in-any worthy family. nian 

Were not his objections as to. the publicnefs of the — 


place, I afked him, as ftrong now. as before ? 


I remember, my dear, in one of, your former letters, | 
you mentioned London, as the privateft place to be 


 in-(a) : And ¥ faid, that fince. he made fuch pretences 


againft. leaving me here, as fhewed he had no inten, © 

tion to do fo ; and fince he engag’d to go from me, 

and ta leave. me to purfue my own meafures, if I 

were elfewhere ; and fince his. prefence made thefe 

lodgings inconvenient to me, I fhould not be difin- 

sane to go to London, did I know any-body 
re. 

As he had feveral times propofed London tome, I 
expected, that he would eagerly have embraced that 
motion from me. But he took not ready hold of it : 
Yet I thought his eye approved. of. it. 

We are both great. watchers of each other’s eyes ; - 
and indeed. feem to be more than half-afraid of each 


' other. 


He then made a grateful. propofal to me; that, I 
would fend for my Mrs, Norton to attend me 
He faw by my eyes, he faid, that he had at laft. 
been happy in.an.expedient, which would anfwer,hoth 
our wifhes. Why, fays he, did not I) think of it 
before ?—And {natching my hand, Shall I write, Ma- 
dam? Shall-I fend? Shall I gq and fetch the good 
woman myfelf ?. 
— After 


(4) See Vol. Il. p. 232. 
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After a little confideratiori, J told him,: that this 
was indeed a grateful motion : But that I apprehended, 
it would put her to a difficulty, which fhe would not 
be able to get over; as it would ‘make a woman of 
“her known prudence appear to countenance a fugitive 


daughter, in oppofition to her parents; And as ber 
coming to me would deprive her, of my, mamma’s. 


favour, without its being in my power to make. it up 
toher a coe - ete. 


Q my beloved creature ! faid he, generoufly enough, 


let not this be an obftacle. I will do every thing for 
the good woman you wifh to have done bet me go 
_ forher. ee aan 


More cooly than perhaps his generofity deferved, 7 


I told him, It was impoffible but I muft foon hear 
from'my friends. I fhould not, mean time, embroil 
‘any-body with them. Not Mrs. Norton efpecially, 
frem whofe intereft ‘in, and mediation with, my 
mammia, I might expect fome good, were fhe to keep 
herfelf in a neutral ftate: That, befides, the good 
woman hada mind above her fortune; and would 
fooner want, than be beholden to any-body impro- 
erly : | 
: Tesrauiie faid he !—Have not perfons of merit 
a right to all the benefits conferr’d upon them ?— 
Mrs. Norton ‘is fo good a woman, that I fhall think 
fhe lays me under an obligation, if fhe will put it in 
‘my power to ferve her; altho’ fhe were not to aug- 
ment it, by giving me the sLeageriae at the fame 
time, of contributing to your pleafure and fatif- 
fation; = 9: 7. ee 
_ How could this man, with fuch powers of right 
thinking; be fo far deprav’d by evil habits, -as to dif- 
grace his talents by wrong a@ting $0 
Is there riot room, after all, thought I, at the 
time, for hope (as he fo lately led me to hope ), 
that the example it will behove me, for both ,our 
fakes, to endeavour to fet him, may influence hina to 


at 
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rt ichhinber'bF miannets; ‘in which both may. find their 
Gigante ne? h NENS TAY. 

305 Give ‘me ‘leave, Sir, faid I, to tell you, there tsa 


'Wrengé fhixturéin your mind.’ “You muft have taken 


“falas t6 fupprefs many good motions and reflections, 
*a8 they ‘arofe, or my muft have: been furprifingly 
' predominant in ‘it. — But as to the fubject we were 
‘upd, thete is no‘ taking any refolutions till I hear 
from my friends. ooh. 

Ss Well; ‘Madam, I can'only fay, I would find out 
“fete expedient, if I ‘could, that fhould be agreeable 
“t“you.” But fince I cannot, will you be fo good 
as to tell me, what you would wi/h to have done? 


. (Nothing in the world but I will comply with, except- 


_ing leaving you here, at fuch a diftance from the 
‘place fhall be in, if any thing fhould happen; and in 
“dplace where my goffiping rafcals have madée me in 
“d manner public, for want of proper cautions at firft. 
"VT hefe vermin, addéd he, have a ‘pride they can 
‘Rardly rein-in, when they ferve a, man, of family. 
“They boaft of their mafter’s pedigree and defcent, as 
‘if théy were related to him. Nor is any. thing they 
know .of him, or of his affairs, a fecret to oné au- 
‘other, were it what would hang him. ___. | 

*. If fa, thought I, men of family fhould take care to 
give them fubjeéts‘worth boafting of. | 

_ Tam quite at a lofg, faid I, what to do, or whither 
to go. , Would you, Mr, Lovelace, _ in earneft, . ad- 
vife me to think of goingto London? , — 

" And T looked at him with ftedfaftnefS. But no- 
thing could I gather from his looks. __ 
At firft, Madam, faid- he, I was for propofing 
London, as I was then more apprehenfive of purfuit. 
But as yeuy relations feem cooler on that head, I am 
the mare indifferent about the place you go to.—So as 
you are pleafed—So as you are eafy, I fhall be happy. 

This indifference of his to London, I cannot but 

_ Vou. Kil. . I fay 
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fay, made me like going thither the better. Tafked 
him [to hear what he would fay}, if he could recom’ 
mend me to any particular place in London ? 


No, he faid: None that was fit forme, or that I 


fhould like. \His fiiend Belford indeed, had very 
handfome lodgings, near Soho-Square, at a relation’s, 
a lady of virtue and honour. ‘Thefe, as Mr. Belford 
was generally in the country, he could borrow till I 
were better accommodated. a 
I was refolved to refufe thefe at the firft mention, 
as J fhould any other he had named. Neverthelefs, I 
will fee, thought J, if he has really thoughts of thefe 
for me. If] break off the talk here, and he refume 
’ this propofal with ‘earneftnefs in the morning, I fhall 
apprehend, that he is Jefs indifferent than he feems to 
be, about my going to London; and that he has al- 
ready a lodging in his eye for me.— And then I won’t 
go at all. | Se soe Oa 
But after fuch generous motions from him, I really 
think it a little barbarous to a€&t and behave as if 
thought him capable of the blackeft and moft ingrate- 
ful bafenefs. But his character, his principles, are 
fo faulty !— He is fo light, fo vain, fo various, that 
there is no certainty that he will be next hour what he 
is This. ‘Then, my dear, I have no guardian now; 
no father, no mother! Nothing but God and my vi- 
gilance to depend upon. And I have no'reafon to 
expect a miracle in my favour. ae 


Well, Sir, faid I, rifing, toleave him, fomething 


mutt be refolved upon : But I will poftpone this fubject | 


till to-morrow morning. =~ . 
. He would fain have engag’d me longer ; but I faid, 
I would fee him as early as he pleafed in the mormting. 
He might think of any convenient place in London, of 
near it, mean time. co : 

And fo I retired from him. As I do from my pen ; 
hoping for better reft for the few hours that will re- 
7 : | main 


4 
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main for that defirable aa than I have had 
of a pone ee 

Cu. Hartow Ee. 


‘LETTER XXXIL 
ae tf Crarissa HaxkioweE ; Jit Continuation. 


Monday Morning, April 17. 


7 ATE. as I went to bed, I have had very little 

reft.. Sleep and I have quarrell’ d; and altho’ I 
court it, it will not be friends. I hope its Fellow- 
irreconcileables at Harlowe-Place, enjoy its balmy 
comforts. Elfe, that will be an aggravation of my. 
fault. My brother and ie I dare fay, want,it 
not. | 
. Mr. Lovelace, who is an ‘early rifer, as well as I, 
join’d me in the garden about fix ; and, after the 
ufual. F-series afk’d me to refume our lait night’s 
a Fe It was upon lodgings at London, he faid. 

think you mention’d one to me, Sir ;— Did you 
not | 

Yes, Madam, but (watching the. turn of my coun- 
tenance) rather as what you’d be welcome to, than 
perhaps approve of. 

I believe fo too.. To go.to town upon an yncer- 
tainty, I own, is not agreeable ; ; but to be oblig’d to 
any gentleman of your acquaintance, when I want to 
be thaught independent of you; and to a gentleman 
efpecially, to whom my friends are to direct to me, if 
they vouchfafe to take notice of me at all; is an ab- 
furd thing to mention. 

He did not mention it as what he imagin’d I would 
accept, but only to confirm, to me. what he had faid, 
that he himfelf knew of none fit for me. 

Has not. your family, Madam, fome one tradefman 
they deal with, who has conveniencies of this kind? 
1 would make it worth fuch ae ee ’s while, to ne 
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the fecret of your being at his houfe. . ‘Traders-are 
dealers in pins, faid he; and will be more oblig’d by. 
a peny cuftomer than a pound prefent, becaufe it 1s 
in their way :—Yet will refufe neither. © ©.) 

My father’s tradefmen,: [ faid, -wouldy: no.doubt, 
be the firft employ’d to find me out: So that propofal 
was as abfurd as the other. oe ee 

We had a good deal of difcourfe upon.the fame 
topic. But, at laft, the refult of all was this. —- He 
wrote a letter to one Mr. Doleman, a marry’d man of 
fortune and charaéter [I excepting to Mr. Belford], 
defiring him to provide decent apartments ready. fur~ 
nifh’d [for I had told him what they fhould be} for.a 
fingle woman ; confifting of a.bedchamber ; another. 
for a maid-fervant, with the ufe of a dining-room.or 
parlour. ‘This he gave me to perufe ; and then fealed 
it up, and difpatch’d it away in my prefence,. by one 
of his own fervants, who having bufinefs.in town, is 
to bring back an anfwer. Shes Bly 8s 

_ T attend the iffue of it; holding myfelf in readinefs 
to fet out for London, unlefs you. advife the contrary. 
I will only add, that I am 7 dees 

7 Your ever-affectionate ca ot 
| Ci, HARLOW. | 


LETTER XXXII’ 
Mr, Loverace, To Joun BELFORD, ElQse- 3 
os a | ok Sat. Sunday, Monday.. 
“H E gives, in Jeverat tetters, the fubfiance of. 
‘i what ts contained in the laf? of the Lady’s. 
He tells his friend, that calling at the Lawn, in bis 
——ogeay to A. Hall (for be cwns that he went net.to 
“"Windfir), be found the ltters from Lady. Betty. 
~' -Lawrance, and his coxfin Mdontague,, which, Mrs. 
3" Grame was about fending to bin by a Special mefr. 
ar; éNEEYs | : _— 
He 


- 


“\ 

Mifs Ctariffa Harlowe. 173 
fe goons the particulars from Mrs. Greme’s report, 
1: OF tohat paffed between the Lady and her,’ as. 
7 2 p. 48, 49. and makes fuch declarations ta Mrs. 

Greme of bis'honour and affection to the Lady, as 
Sic pubber upon writing the letter to her fier Sir- 
too “dings, the contents of which are given by the Lacy, 
wm p. 152, 153- _ . 
. ‘Eke then accounts, as follows, for the ferious humour 
il he found her in, on bis return. | . 
~~ Upon fuch good terms when we parted, Iwas fur- 
priz’d to find fo folemn a brow upon my return, and 
‘her charming eyes red with weeping. But when I had 
under{tood fhe had’ reteived letters from Mifs Howe, 
it was eafy to imagine, that that little devil had put her 
out of humour with me. Yo 4 
“This gives me infinite curicfity to find out the fub- 
jeCt of their Ictters. ' But this muft not be attempted 
yet.’ An invafion in an article fo facred, would iuin 
me beyond retricve. Yet it vexes me to the heart to 
think,. that fhe is hourly writing her whole mind, on 
‘all that paffes between her and me ;—I under the fame 
‘roof with her ; — yet kept at fuch awful diftance, that 
I dare not break into a correfpondence, that may per- 
haps-be a means to blow me, and all my devices, up 
‘together ! 

Would it be very wicked, Jack, to knock her 
meffenger o’the head, as he is carrying my beloved’s 
letters, or returning with Mifs Howe’s ? To attempt 
to bribe. him, and not fucceed, would utterly ruin 
me. And the man feems to be one ufed to poverty, 
dee who can fit down fatisfy’d with it, and enjoy 
it ; contented with kand-to-mouth conveniencies, and 
not aiming to live better to-morrow, thin he does to- 
day, and than he did yefterday. Such a one is above 
temptation, unlefs it could come cloath’d in the guife 
of truth and truf?. What likelihood of corrupting a 
man who liasno hope, no ambition? 

| Ig - a ¢-1; 
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~ Yet the rafcal has but balf-life, and groans ‘ufhdér 
“that.—Should I be anfwerable in his cafe for a: whole 
one ?——But hang the fellow |—Let him live Were I 
aking, or a minifter of flate, an Antonio Perez (a), 
it were another thing. And yet, ‘on fecond thoughts, 
am not Ia Rake, as it is called? -And whoever knéw 
a Rake to ftick at any thing? But thou kneweft, Jack, 
that the greateft half of my wickednefs is vapour, to 
se my invention; and that I cou/d be mifchievous if 

would. = an 


He colleéts the Lady's sae aie which bis pride 
cannot bear :— Such as, That he is a ftranger to 
the decorums which foe thought infeparable from a 
man of birth and education ; and that he ts not the 
_ accomplife’d man he imagines himfelf to be; and 
threatens to remember them againfi hers. 
fe values himfelf upon bis preopofals and fpeeches, 
which be gives to his friend pretty much to the fame 
purpofe that the Lady does in her four-laft letters. 
When he recites his endeavouring to put ber upon bor- 
rowing a fervant from Mifs Howe, till Haunab 


could come, be writes as follows: 


Thou feeft, Belford, that my charmer has no ‘no- 
tion, that Mifs Howe herfelf is but a puppet danc’d 
upon my wires, ‘at fecond or third hand. ‘To outwit, 
and impel, as one pleafes, two fuch girls as thefe, who 
_ think they know every thing; and, by taking’ ad- 
' ‘vantage of the pride and ill-nature of the old ones of 
' ‘both families, to play them off likewife, at the very 
‘time that they think they are doing me fpiteful dif- 
ea ; what charming revenge !—Then the fweet 

ady, when I wifhed, that her brother was not at the 
~ bottom ‘of Mrs. Howe’s refentment, to tell me, That 
ee ta eo ce 
_-. (a). Antonio Perez was firft minifter of. Philip I king of Spain, by 
whofe command he caufed Don Juan de Efcovedo to be affaffinated : 


Which brought on his own ruin; “thro” the perfidy of his viler mafters 
’ Geddes’s tra&s, : ones 


oa ; 
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fine was afraid he was, or her uncle would not have 
appear’d againft her to that lady.— Pretty dear ! how 

dangcent! — 7 - 
_. But don’t think me the caufe neither of her family’s 
_maliceand. refentment. Ie is all in their hearts. I 
work but.with their materials. They, if left to their 
own wicked direction, would perhaps exprefs their 
revenge by fire and fagot ; that is to fay, by the pri- 
vate dagger, or by Lord Chief Juftices warrants, by 
Law, and fo forth: I only point the lightning, and 
teach it where to dart, without the thunder: In other 
_mords, I only guide the effects: The caufe is in their. 
_saalignant hearts: And, while I am doing a little 
-mifchief, I prevent a great deal. og 


- Lbus be exults on ber mentioning London. 


I wanted: her to propofe London herfelf. This 
made me again mention Windfor. If you woulkl 
have a woman do one thing, you muft always propofe 
another |— The Sex! the very Sex ! as I hape to be 
-- faved |— Why, they lay one under.a neceflity to deal 
_ doubly with them: And, when they find themfelves 
outwitted, they cry out upon an honeft fellow, wha 
_ has been too hard for them at their own weapons. 
_- I could hardly. contain myfelf. My heart was at 
.. my throat—Down, down, faid I to myfelf, exuberant 
~~ exultation |—A fudden cough befriended me: I again 
turned to her, all as indifferenced-over, zs a girl atthe 
_firft long: expected queftion, who. waits for two more. 
A heard out the reft of her fpeech :. And when fhe had. 
_ done, inftead of faying any thing. of London, I pro- 
-pofed.to her to fend for her Mrs. Norton, 
As I knew fhe would be afraid of lying under obli- 
_ gations, had fhe accepted of my offer, I could have 
- propofed to do fo much for the good woman and her 
fon, as would have made her refolve, that I fhould do. 
‘nothing:.This, however, not metely to avoid ex- 
" pence ;. But there was- no. pe ne as allowing = : 
4 - the 
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_ the a of Mrs. Norton... I might.ad Well: have 
: had her mother, or aunt Hervey. with; hex,.; Hlamaah, 
had fhe been able to come, and had fhe come, I could 
have done well enough with.. What do J:keep fel- 
Jows idling in the country for,. but to fall inilowe, and 
“even tq marry, whom I would have them marry. 
How unequal i is. a. modeft woman. te the adventure, 
“when fhe throws herfelf into the power. of: a rake |— 
Punctilio will, at any time, ftand for reafons with 
fuch a one. She cannot break thro’ a well-tefted 
modefty. None but the impudent little -rogues,. who 
can name the parfon .and the church. before, you can 
afk them for either, and undrefs and go to bed, before 
you the next hour, fhould think of running away, with 
aman, * #* # 

Tam in the right train now. ‘Every hour, I doubt 
not, will give me an increafing intereft in the af- 
feétions of this proud beauty !— I have juft carried 
un-politenefs far enough to make her afraid. of. me. 3 
znd to fhew her, that Iam no whiner : Every in- 
ftance of politenefs, now, will give me double credit 
with her! My next point will be to make her.as- 
knowlege a Jainbent flame, a preference of me to all 
other men, at leaft:, And then my happy hour is not 
far off. An acknowleged. love fanctifies every free- 
dom: And one freedom begets another. And if fhe 
call me wxgenerous, I can call her cruel. .The fex 
love to be called cruel. Many a time have I com- 
. plained of cruelty, even in the act of ane! becaufe 
I knew it gratified their pride. | 


Mentioning that he had only hinted at Mr. Bel, Iford?s 
lodgings, asan inflance to confirm. what he had 
faid, that he knew of none in London fit rs her, 
be fayss 

T had a mind to alarm her with fomething furtheft 

from my purpofe ; for (as much as fhe difliked my 
motion) 


a. 
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> motion) intended nothing by it: Mrs. Ofgood i is too 
‘pious’ woatan } and would have been more her friend 

than dine. 

to' L had a view, moreover, to give her an high opi- 
upiowof her own fazacity. ‘ Tlove, when I dig a pit, 
to‘have my prey tumble in with fecure feet, and open 
<eyés:: “Then a man can look down upon her, with an 
had ‘ho, charmer | kes came you there { J 


pre es : Monday, Ait a 
-Thave jaft now received a frefh piece of intelligence 
from my agent, honeft Jofeph Leman. Thou knoweft 
the “hiftory of poor Mifs Betterton of Nottinghem. 
“James Harlowe is plotting to revive the refentiments 
of that family againft me. ‘The Harlowes took great 
“patns,' fome time ago, to get to the bottom of “that 
ftory.' But now the foolith devils are refolved to do 
“Yomething in it, if they can. My head is working to 
imiake this booby "Squire a plotter, and a clever fel- 
‘fow, im order to turn his plots to my advantage, fup- 
“pofing ‘the Lady fhall zim to keep me at arm’s length 
~when in town, and to fend me from her.—But I will, 
in proper time, let thee fee Jofeph’s letter, and what 
‘T fhall-anfwer to it (2). To know, in time, a de- 
figned mifchief, is, with: me, to difappoint i ity and to 
‘turn it upon the contriver’s head. 
| Jofeph is plaguy fqueamifh again ; but, Tknow, he 
only intends, by his qualms, to fwell his merits with 
ame, O- Belford; Belford ! “what a vile corruptible 
he whether in poor or in‘rich, is human na-_ 
suse 
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LETTER -XXXIV. 0: 


| Mifs Howe, To Mifs Cuarissa HaRLOwE. 


In anfwer to Letters xxvii. to xxxii, ‘invlufive.. © 

| — Luefday, April 18. .. 
Y OU have a moft implacable family. . Another 
vifit from your uncle Antony has not only con- 
firm’d my mamma an enemy to our correfpondence, 

but has almoft put her upon treading in their fteps. . 

But, to other fubjects ; | _ b, 7 
You plead gencroufly for Mr. Hickman :—Perhaps, 
with regard to him, I may have done, as I have often 
done in finging or mufic — Begun a note or key too 
high; and yet, rather than begin again, proceed, tho’ 
J itrain my voice, or fpoil my tune.—But this is evi- 
dent, the man is more obfervant for it; and yeu have 
‘taught me, that the fpirit which is the humbbler for ill- 
ufage, will be infolent upon better. So, good and 
grave Mr. Hickman, keep your diftance a little 


longer, Ibefeech you. Youhave erected an altar to — 


me; and [hope you will not refufe to bow to it... - 
- But you afk me, if I would treat Mr. Lovelace, 
were he to be in Mr. Hickman’s place, as I do Mr. 
Hickman?——Why really, my dear, [believe I fhould 
not.—I have been very fagely confidering this point 
of behaviour, in general, on both fides, in court- 
fhip; and I will very candidly tell you the refult. I 
have concluded, that politenefs, even to excefs, ..is ne- 
cefiary on the mens part, to bring us to liften to their 
firft addrefies, in order to induce us to bow our necks 
to a yoke fo unequal. But, upon my confcience, I 
very much doubt, whether a little intermingled info- 
lence is not requifite from them, to keep up that in- 
tereft, when once it has got footing. Men muft not 
Ict us fce, that we can make fools of them. And, I 
think, that /mocth leye, that is to fay, a paflion with- 

out 
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out rabs; in other words, a paffion without paffion, » 
is like & fleepy ftream that i hardly feen to give mo- 
tion to a ftraw. So that, fometimes to make us fear, 
and even, for a fhort fpace, to ate the-wretch, 1s 
productive of the centrary extreme. — 

If this be fo, Lovelace, than whom no man was 
ever more polite and obfequious at the beginning, has. 
hit the very point. _ For his turbulence fince, his rea-- 
dinefs to offend, and ‘his equal readinefs to humble — 
himfelf, as he is known to be a man of fenfe,..and of 
courage too, muft keep a woman’s paffion alive; and 
at laft,. tire her into a non-refrftance, that fhall make | 
pier es paflive as a tyrant hufband would wifh her’ 
te hen es | oe 

‘I verily think, that the different. behaviour of our- 
two heroes to their heroines, makes out this doctrine - 
to demonftration. Iam fo much accuftom’d, for my. 
own part, to Hickman’s whining, creeping,’ fub- 
miffive courtfhip,. that I. now. expect nothing but . 
whine and cringe from him; and am fo little moved: 
with his nonfenfe, that I am frequently forced to go. 
to wriy harpfichord,' to keep me awake, and to filence 
his humdrum.—Whereas Lovelace keeps ap ‘the ball . 
with'a witnefs, and all his addrefs and converfation is : 
one continual game at racket. . Ck ae 
‘Your frequent quarrels and reconciliations ‘verify — 
this. obfervation’:: And I really believe, that, could 
Hickman have kept my attention alive after the Love- 
lace manner, only thathe had préferv’d his ‘morals, I 
fhould have-marry’d the man by this time. - But then | 
he:muft have fet out accordingly. Fornow, -hecan : 
never, never recover himfelf, that’s certain ; but muft - 
be a. dangler to the end of: the courtfhip chapter; . 
and, what is {till worfe for him, .a paflive to.the end. 
of his. life. . eS 7 | 

Poor Hickman! perhaps: you'll fay. I have been - 
called your Echo—Poor Hickman! fayI. > 

You wonder, my.dear; oe Mr. -Lovelace tock 


wy. aa 
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pot notice. to you of his aunt’s.and coufin’s letters -tp* 
him, over-night. .,b.don’t like his keeping fuch a ma-’ 
terial and relative circumftance, as I may call it, one’ 
moment from you. By his communicating the cone 
tents of them to you nextiday,. when you was.angry 
with him, it looks. as if he with-held,them for.ogca+: 
fional. pacifiers ; and, if.fo, muft he:not. have. hada. 
forethought that he. might give you xauje for angen? 
Of.all the circumftances that-have happend fince you: 
have been with him, I think I like this the leaft.. Chis 
alone, my dear, fmall.as it might look to.an indsf- 
ferent cye, in mine warrants all your. cautions, .. ¥ et 
I think, that Mrs. Greme’s -letter to her fifter Sore. 
lings; his repeated motions for Hannah’s attendance 5: 
and for that.ef one of the widow Sorlings’s daughters;: 
and, above all, for that of Mrs..Norton,. are agreeable. 
ecounte bal ees: Were it not for thofe circumftances;” 
T fhould have fuid a great de J more of the-other.. “Yes: 
the foolifh man, to let you know over-night, that he 
bad fuch ictters |—I can’t tell what tomake of him. : - 
Tam pleafed with what thefe: ladies write... And: 


the more, as I have caufed them to be again founded: 


and find, that the whole ay) are as. defirous a as ever. 
ef your alliance. 


[ think there can be no objeation to your going. to. 
London. There, as in the centre, you'll be in the 
way of me irom every-body, and fending to any~ 
body. . And then you will put ail his tincerity to: the 


teft, asto his promied abfence, and fuch-like. | 


But really, my dear, [ think you have,nothmg for: 


it but marriage. You may try (that you may fay you 
bave try’d), what your relations.can be brought: to 


But the moment they refule your propofals, -fubmit. 


to the yoke, and mike the beft of it... He will be a 


favage indeed, if he makes you {peak out. Yet, is. 
is My Opinion, tnat you muff bend a tittle ; 3 for he can-~: 


not bear to be thouzht flightly of. - 
_ This was. ane of his {peeches. once; I balave de- 
a fign’d 


Y fs cme py OK’ 
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figin’d:for:me-+* A:-womanm who means one day'to fa- 
“ .vour a man, ‘fhould : fhew’ the world, fer ‘her vz 
‘.fike, that fhe sss Joceaa dahl adorer froma the’ 
‘.eommmon herd ine 

y Shall I give you attother fine: peenes of his, sii ine 
the true. libertine ‘ftile,: as te fpoke it,‘ throwing out 
his: challenging «hand ?—*,.D—n him, ‘if he would 
“ marry (indelicate'as iin perfons thought him to 
‘ be}. the firft princefs on earth, if he but thought fhe 
© balanced: a mainute in her choice of him, ‘or of 3 an 
‘. emsperor.” - 

: All the-world, in. fhort; oie you to ba this 
mam. They: think, that you left your father’s houfe 
for this. very - purpofe. ‘Lhe longer the ceremony is 
delay'd; the worfe appearance it will have in the 
world’s eye... And it will not be the fault of fome of 
your relations, if a flur be not thrown upon your re- 
putation, while you continue unmarried. Your uncle 
Antony in particular, fpeaks rough and vile things, 
grounded upon the morals of his Brother-Orfon. But 
hitherto your admirable character has antidoted the, 
poifon'; the {fpeaker is defpifed, and every one’s in~ 
dignatron raifed againft him. 

' I have written -thro’ many interruptions: And’ 
you'll fee the firft fheet creafed and rumpled, oc¢a- 
fioned by putting it into my bofom, on my mamma’s 
fudden coming upon me. We have had one very, 
pretty debate, I'll aflure you; but it is not worth, 
while to trouble you with the particulars.— But upon 
my word—No matter-tio’— 

-¥our Hannah cannot attend you. The poor git, 
left her place about a fortnight ago, on account of a, 
sheumatic diforder,, which has confined her to her’ 
room ever fince. She burft into tears, when Kitty. 
carried to her your defire of having her, and called 
herfelfdoubly unhappy, that fhe could not wait upon’ 
a miftrefs whom fhe fa dearly loved. on 
| Were my-mamma to have anfwer’d my withes, 1 ; 

2 o 
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fhould cave been forry Mr::Lovelace had:beerthe fof 
-propofer of. my Kitty for your attendant; ‘till Hannah 


could.come. To be altogether among ‘ftrangers, ‘and: 


a f{tranger to attend you every time you remove; a 
very difagreeablething. But: your confideratenefsand 
—- will: make bis canis paaliahoai ever: Ded 


eer mutt cake! your | own way: But a you fiaffer 


‘any inconvenience, sither as to-cloaths or money, 
that is.m my power to-fupply, I will never forgiveyou. 
‘My mamma (if that be your objection) need not know 
any thing of the matter, ... ~ 

Your next letter, I fuppofe, will be fron Lotion. 
Pray direct it, and your future letters, ‘till farther no- 


tice, to Mr. Hickman, at his own houfe. He is in-. 


tirely devoted:to you. Don’t: take: fo heavily my 


amamima’s partiality and hl eae I eck: I'am Noa 


‘a bab 

, Hesse preferve you, and make you as: happy atl 
ae os deferveto be; prays: - 

. Your ever affectionate a 
ANNA Ho: wR. 


LETTE R- XXXV.. 
| Mifs Cuarissa' Hartows, To Mifs Howe, ¢ 


Wedn. Morn. April 1Q.. 


I AM gla], my dear friend, that you pperore ot 


my removal to London. 


The difagreement between your mamma and you, . 


gives me inexprefible affiction. I hope I think you 
both more unhappy than you are. But I befeech you 
let me know the particulars of the debate you call @ 
wery pretty one. 1 am well acquainted with your dias 


leét. When you acquaint me with the whole, be: 
your mamma ever fo fevere upon me, I fhall be eafier. 


a great deal.—Faulty people fhould rather deplore the 
occafion, 
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occafion, than refent the anger that is but the confe- 
quenceioftheirfawit. © «© (oh + 

If I:am to be obligéd to any-body in England for 
maney, it fhall be to you. -Your mother need not 
know of your kindnefs to me, you fay— But fhe mu/? 
know. it, if:it:be done; and if fhe challenge my be- 
loved friend upon it— For would you either fallify or 
prevaricate ? +. 1 wifh your mamma could be made 
ealy om this head —.Forgive me, my dear — But I 
know-— Y et once -fhe had a better opinion-of me.—O 
my inconfiderate rafhnefs !—Excufe me once more, I 
pray you.— Pride, when it is ative, will thew itfelf 
fometimes, in the midft of mortifications !|— But my 
ftomach is :down-already ! - 

1 am unhappy that I cannot have my worthy Han- 
nah !—I am as forry for.the poor creature’s illnefs as 
for my own difappointment by it. Come, my dear 
Mifs Howe, fince you prefs me to be beholden to 
you; and would think me proud, if I abfolutely re- 
fufed your favour, pray be fo good as to fend her two 
‘gumeas in my name. | 

If I have nothing for it, as you fay, but matrimony, 
it yields a littke comfort, that his relations do not de- 
Spife the fugitive, as perfons of their rank and quality- 
pride might be fuppofed to do, for having been a fu- 
gitive. . 

But O my cruel, thrice cruel uncle! to fuppofe— 
But my heart checks my pen, and will not let it pro- 
‘ceed, onan intimation fo extremely fhocking as that 
which he'fuppofes !—Yet, ifthus they have been per- 
fuaded, no wonder if they are irreconcileable. ‘This 
is 211 my -hard-hearted brother’s doings ! — His fur- 
mifings '— God forgive him! Prays his injured fifter, 
and : 
ot Your ever-obliged and affectionate friend, 

| . oy ee Cu. H. 


LET- 
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“LE E ei T E R SOKXVI.” ie 
Mie Cuarisea Hartowe, To Mif Howe. te 


7  Thurfday, , Api ils as 2 


CR. Lacan Ss erenks js. already: ‘peturn’d with an 
an{wer from his friend Mg, Dolemans wiso:bas 
taken pains in his inquiries, and is very partictlar. 
Mr. Lovelace brought me the letter as foon. asdhe had 
read it; and as he now knows, that l-acquaint you 
with every thing that offers, I defired -him. to let ime 
fend it to you for your perufal.. Be. pleafed to return 
it by-the firft opportunity. You will fee by: it; that 
his friends in town hs a KOON ae we ave pe acbialy 
married. | Ph Bee eos Pee eo 


To ROBERT malleus Ef: . 


Dear Sir, : 7 _ Tuefday Night, April 18. 
I AM extremely rejoiced to hear, that we thall fo. 


foon have you in town, after fo long an abfence.. 
You will be the more welcome ftill; if what report 
fays, be true ; which is, that you are actually marry’d 


to the fair Lady upon whom we have heard you make ~ 


fuch encomiums. Mrs. Doleman, and my fifter, 
both wifh you joy, if you-are, and joy upon. your 
near profpect, if you are not. Ihave been. in town 
for this week paft, to get help, if L could, from my 
paralytic complaints, and am in a courde for. then1.—~ 
Which, neverthelefs, did not prevent me from: make- 
ing the “defired i inquurics.. Thisis the refult. . 5 
You may have a firft floor, well-furnibed, sat. a 
mercer’s in Bediord-fireet, Cevent-garden, -widr 
what conveniencies you pleafe for fervants : And 


thefe either by the quarter or month, . ‘The terms:ac~ 


cording to the conveniencies required. ty 2 tae 
Ms, Dormnge has feen lodgings in Norfolk rect, 
I and 
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and others in Cecil-ftreet ; but tho’ the profpects to the 
Thames, end Surry-hills, look inviting from both 
thefe aces a tupPele ey. are too near the 
cit es gh ods 

The ov owner of. thofe in Norfolk. oe ould fave 
. half the houfe go together. It would be too much 
for: your defcription therefore: And I fuppofe, that 
youwHl hardly, when you think fit to cae Riad 
ier sper be in lodgings. . | 

 Thofe in Cecil-ftreet are neat and convenient, The 
owner: is. a:widow of good character ; but fhe infifts, 
that you take them for a twelvemonth certam.- «© 

+ .You. may have .good. accommodations in: Dover- 
fret, at: a widow’s, the reli€t of an officer in the 
guards, who dying foon after he had purchafed his 
commiffion (to which he had a good title by fervice, 
and which coft him moft part of what he had), fhe 
was obliged to let: lodgings. 

This may poffibly be an objection. But fhe is very 
careful, fhe fays, that fhe takes no lodgers, ‘but of 
figure ‘and reputation. She rents two good houfeé, 
diftant from each other, only join’d by a large hand- 
fome: paflage. The inner-houfe isthe genteeleft, ard 
3s wery elegantly furnifhed ;_ but you may have the ufe 
of.a very handfome parlour i in the outer-houfe, if you 
choofe to look into the ftreet. 

' A little garden belongs to the inner-houfe, irt'which 
the old gentlewoman has difplay’d a true female fancy, 
aud cramm/’d it with vales, flower- plots, and figures, 
without number. _ 

das ‘thefe: lodgings feem'd to me the moft likely to 
pleafe you, I was more particular in my inquiries about 
them. .Theapartments fhe has to let are in the inner- 
houfe :. They are a dining-room, two neat parlours, 
a -‘withdrawing-room,: two or three handfome bed- 
ehambers (one with a pretty light clofet in tt, which 
looks into the little garden); all furnifh’d in tafte. 

A ee clergyman, his wife, and maiden- 

Gauentels 


x 
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daughter, were.the laft who. lived in them: : They 
have but lately quitted them, onhis being, peefented 
.to a confiderable church-preferment in Iseland.. ‘The 
gentlewoman fays, that he toak the lodgings but for 
three months certain; but liked: them and: her ufage 
fo well, that he continued. in :them two years 3: and 
left them with regret, tho’ on fo good. an:account. 
She brage’d, that this was the way of all the-ledgers 
fhe ever had, who ftaid with her four. times’ as long 
cas they at firft intended. ao oe 

I had fome knowlege of the colonel, :who waral- 
ways looked upon as a man of honour. Hisreité& I 
never faw before. I think fhe has .a mafcuhne «air, 
and is a little forbidding at firft: But when I:faw her 
behaviour to two agreeable maiden gentlewomen, her 
hufband’s nieces, whom, for that reafon, ‘fhe. calls 
doubly hers, and heard their praifes af der, I could 
impute her very bulk to good humour; fince we fel- 
dom fee your four peevifh via plump. She lives 
very reputably,. and is, as I find, aforehand ‘in the 
world. . 

If thefe, or any other-of the lod 


ngs I have men- 


i 
tioned, be not altogether to br (ad's mind, fhe 


‘May continue in them the iefs while, and choofe 
others for herfelf, | on 

The widow confents, that you fhould take them 
for a month only, and what of them you pleafe. The 
terms, fhe fays, fhe will not fall out upon, -when the 
knows what your Lady expects, and what her fervants 
are todo, or yours will undertake ; for the:obferved, 
that fervants are generally worfe to deal witb, than 
their mafters or miftrefles. : 3 
_ ‘The Lady may board or.not, as fhe pleafes. 

As we fuppofe. you marry’d, but that you have 
-reafon, from family-difterences, :to keep it private for 


.the prefent, I thought it not:amifs to hint as much to; 


. the widow (but as uncertainty, however), and afked 
her, if fhe could, in that cafe, accommodate you and 
your 
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‘your fervmits,-as ‘well as‘the lady and hers? She faid, 

‘fhe could 5. and. wifh’d, by all means, it were to be 
fol; firice:the cireumftance of a perfon’s being fingle, 
af mot 2s wwell. recommended as this lady, was one af 
ber ufual exceptions. .0 

a If none of-thefe lodgings pleafe, you need not doubt 

‘wery handfome ones in or near Hanover-Square, Soho- 

Sguate, Golden-Square; or in fome. of the new ftreets 

about Grofvenor-Square. And Mrs. Doleman, her 
fitter, and myfelf, moft cordially join to offer to your 

aod lady the beft accommodations we can make for 
‘her at Uxbridge (and alfo for you, if you are the hap- 

spy man we with you toibe), ‘till fhe fies herfekk more 
-tovher. mind. b. ee ; 
. Let me add, that the lodgings at the Mercer’s, 

thofe in Cecil-ftreet, thofe at the widow’s in Dover- 

fireet, any of them, may be enter’d upon at a day’s 


warning.. Ss 
| Tam, my dear Sir, | | 
.. Laur fincere and affectionate friend and fervant, 
Tuo. DoLEMAN. 


~ You will eafily guefs, my dear, when you have 
read the letter, which lodgingsI made choice of. But 
firft, to try him, as in fo material a point I thought I 
could not.be too circumfpect, I feemed to prefer thofe 
‘in Norfolk-ftreet, for the very reafon the writer gives 
‘why he. thought I weuld net; that is to -fay, for its 
-neighbourhood to.a city fo well-govern’d as London 
is faid to be. Nor fhould I have difliked a lodging in 
-the heart of it, having heard but indifferent accounts 
-of the liberties fometimes taken at the other end of 
‘the town:-— Then .feeming to: incline to the lodgings 
~ in Cezil-ftreet—Then tothe Mercer’s. But he made 
no vifible preference: And when I afked his opinion. 
of the widow-gentlewoman’s, he: faid, He thought: 
thefe: the moft-to my tafte and convenience : But as he 
-boped, that I would think lodgings neceflary but for a 
= very: 


~ 
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very little while, he knew not which to. give /hiswet@ 
for. * “ : pets siyyi gee Waly 
I then fixed upon the widow’s. ;.and. he has twritten 
accordingly to Mr. Doleman,. making. my: comple, 
ments to his lady and fifter, for. their kad: offers | :.);; 
-* Tam to have the dining-room, ‘the -bedchamber,! 
with the light clofet (of. which, .if.I ftay any: time #t: 
the widow’s, I fhall make-great ufe), and a fervant’s: 
room; and we propofe.to fet out.on Saturday mern- 
‘ing. As for a maid-fervant, paor Hannah’s, illnefs ss 
‘apreat difappointment to me: But, as he fays,. I. can; 
-make the widow fatisfactian for one of hers, till. I cam 


get one to my mind, And you know, I-want. rat, 


Mr. Lovelace has juft now, of his own accord, 
given me five guineas for poor Hannah. I fend them 
inclofed. Be fo good as to caufe them to be-convey “d 
to her; and to let her know from whom they came. 

He has obliged me much by this littlé mark of his 


much attendance, 


confideratenefs. Indeed I have the better opinion of © 


him ever fince he propofed her return to me. ' 
T HAVE juft now another inftanceof his confiderate- 


nefs. He came to me, and faid, that, on. fecdnd:. 


thoughts, he could not.bear, that I fhould go up to 
town without fome attendant, were it. but: for the 
look of the thing to the widow: and her nieces, who, 
according to his friend’s’ account, lived. fo gen- 
teelly ; and efpecially as I required him to leave me 
foon after I arrived there ; and fo would be left. aldne 


among fttrangers. He therefore thought, that I might.. 


engage Mrs. Sorlings to lend.me one. of her. two 


maids, or to let one of her daughters go up-with: me, : 
and ftay till I‘were provided. . And if-the latter, the 
young gentlewoman, -no doubt, ‘would be glad:.of fo~ 


good an opportunity to {ee a little of the curtofities of 


‘ 1 ‘ 
Pd a ne ie ar ane ven 
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the townh,? 2Ad woul! be'a proper attendant to me'on 
the fame occafions. 

> Jtold Aimy ‘as T-had:done before, that the erate: 
anid: the thro young! gentlewomen, were.fo equall 
ufeful in-eheit way (and fervants in‘a bafy farm were ra 
litdé to be fared), that I thould be lath to take them 
off of: thelr Jaudable :employments. .Nor fhould I 
think ‘much ‘of diverfions for one while; and fo the 
bef ‘wantan'attendant out of doors.  ~ 

And now, my:dear,' left any thing fhould happen, 
in:-foi vatiable a fituation as mine, to overcloud my 
profpects (which at’ prefetit aré more promifing than 
evet yet ‘they ‘have been fince I quitted Harlowe-" 
Place), I will {natch the opportunity to fubfcribe 
myfelf | 

Ree oe > Your'net unhopeing, ’ 

“and cver-obiged ae and fern, 

CN a ee Cu: HARLOWE. 
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ie “EET TER XXXVI 
Ip. LovELAct;, To Joax BELFORD, Efy; - 


 Thurfday, April 20. 
Fy begins with’ communicating to him the letter 
he worote to Mr. Doleman, to procure fuitable. 
fodeings in tiwn, and which he fent away by pe. 
- Lady's approbation: And then gives him a copy 
Utheanfwer'to 1t (See p. 184).: as wae be. 
“thas expreffes bimf: aes 


Dhow knoweft ‘the - epee ; thou know” hee 
niecesis : thou: knoweft the: lodgings’: And didft 
thom: ever teadia letter: more artfully couch’d, than ~ 
this: of."Tom Doleman? Every poffible objection an- 
ticipated: |: “Every: accident provided againtt! - !_— - Every’, 
tittle of it plot-proof! « 

«Who could forbear {miling, to fee my laa like* 
a farcical dean and chapter, choofe what was before 

choien 
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chofen for her; and fagacioufly {as'they-go in form: 
to prayers, that God would dire& their'choice) port: 
dering upon the different propofals; as ‘if fhe would. 
make me believe, fhe has 2 mind for fome other ? Phe: 
dear fly rogue looking upon me, too, with 2% view'‘to 


difcover fome emotion in me, that I can tel her, ‘lay: 


deeper than her eye could: reach, tho’ it had: been a 
fun-beam. > ae ee ee ae 
No confidence in me, fair-one! None at all}: ’tis 


plain. Thou wilt not, if I. were inclined'to chahge 


my views, encourage me by a generous rehiance'on 
my honour ! — And fhall it be faid, that I, a mafter 
of arts in love, fhall be overmatch’d by fo unpractifed 


anovice? , ees 


But to fee the charmer fo far fatisfy’d with my core. ; 


trivance, as to borrow my friend’s letter, in order to 
fatisfy Mifs Howe likewifel © 2 sre 
Silly little rogues! to walk out into by-paths on 


the ftreagth of their own judgments !— When no-. 


thing but expertence can teachthem how-to difappoint 
us, and learn them grandmother-wifdom ! When: they 
have ‘it indeed, then may they fit down, like fo man 
Caffandra’s, and preach caution to others; who wi 
as little mifid shem, as they did their inftru@reffes, 
whenever a fine. handfome confident fellow, fuch a 
one as thou knoweft who, comes crofs them. 

But,. Belford, didft thou not mind that fly rogue 
Doleman’s naming Dover-ftreet for. the widow’s place 
of abode ?-—W hat doft think could be meant by that ? 
—’ Tis impoffible thou fhouldft guefs. So, not to 
puzzle thee about it —Suppofe the widow Sinclair’s, 
in Dover-ftreet, fhould be inquired after by fome offi- 
ciots perfon, in order to come’ at characters’ [ Mifs 
Howe is as /ly asthe devil, and as afy to the full]; and 
neither. fuch a name, ‘nor fuch:a‘houfe, can be: found 
in that ftreet, nor:a houfe to anfwer . the defcription, 
then will not the keeneft hunter ‘in England be at a 
Faults 1. Sete a a Ge ee, eG Ue sas 

- But 


3 


\ 
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Bat how: wit! :thdu do, methinks thou afkeft, to 
hinder the Lady from refenting the fallacy, aad mif-. 
tnufting thée the. more on that account, when the finda: 
it aut to bein another ftreet? 

‘Pho! nevermind that: Either I: {hall have a way. 
far it, of we fall thoroughly. underftand one another 
by that time ;-or, if we don’t, fhe’ll know enough of: 
me, not to wonder at fuch a peccadillo. 

- But. how wilt thou hinder the. sits from: apprifing 
her friend of the realname? : 

nes mutt fur know'it hes{elf, monkey, mutt fhe 
net 
Well, but, how wilt thou do to hinder her for 
knowing the ftreet, and her friend from directing let- 
ters thitker ; which .will. be. the cesins a as if ae 
name were knewn? 

Let mealone for that too. 

~df theu further objeCteft, that Tom Doleman is too 
great a dunce to write fuch a letter in anfwer to mine;, 

++ Canft thou not imagine, that, in order to fave ho- 
neft Tom dll this trouble, I, who knew the.town fo 
well, could fend him a copy ‘of what he thould write, 
and leavehinr nothing to do, but tranferibe ?. 

What now fayft thou to me, Belford ? 

_ And fuppofe iad ‘defign’d this tafk. of inquiry for 
thee ; and fuppofe the Lady excepted againft thee, for 
no other ‘reafon in. the world, but becaufe of my va- 
lve for thee? What fayit thou to the Lady, Jack?» 

‘This itis to have leifure upon my hands !—-What.a 
matchlefs plotter. thy friend! Stand by, and let me 
fwell !— I am already as big as an elephant ; and ten 
times wifer | mightier too by far! Have I not reafon 
to fnuff the moon with my probofcis ?— Lord help 
thee for a poor, for a very poer creature |— Wonder 
not, that i defpife thee heartily — Since the man who 
is difpofed immoderately to exalt himfelf,. cannot do it 
but by defpifing’ every-body elfe in proportion. ie 

I fhall make good ufe of the Dolemanic¢ hint of be= 


ing 
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ing matry’d. ‘Bat I will not tell thee :all at: one. 
Nor; indeed, have I thoroughly digefted that pare of 
my plot. . ‘When a general muft regulate himfelf-by 
the motions of a chil adverfary, ‘how can hefay 
beforehand. what he will, or what he will not, ‘do * 


- Widow SincL arm += Did&- thou not ays Love- 


lace?— . 7 


~Ays SINCLAIR, Jack! 2 Reacnber the rains! 


Sincuacr, I repeat. She tas no other. :'And-her 


features being broad, and fulliblown, ‘1 will fappofe’ 


her:to be of: Highland extraction; -as her‘ hufband the 


colonel [mind that. ole was a Scot, as s brave, as ‘Te- 


nett. , } ‘ , . ae) 


- I never forget the minutia in my contrivances. In 
all doubtable matters the.minutie clofely attended to, arid. 
provided for, are of more fervice than ‘a thoufand: 


oaths, vows, and proteftations made to fupply the ne- 


gieCt of them, and when sesiouly has’ ey got in- 


to the working mind. - 


Thou wouldft wonder f thou kneweft onéhalf of my. 
providences. To give thee but one: I have dlready been. 
fo good as to fend up a hft of books to be procured 
for the Lady’s. clofet; moftly: at: /econd-band- » Atid, 


thou knoweft, that the women there are-all well read. 

But I will not:anticipate—Befides, it fooks as‘if I-were 
afraid of leaving any thing to my old friend CHANCE; 
which has many a time heen an excellent fecond to 
me ; and ought not to be affronted or defpifed ;- efpe- 
cially by one, who has the art of making unpromiting 
| incidents ‘turn out in his favour. 


a E T TER XXXVIH. 
Mii a Lo ddifs a HaRLowE. ; 
a Zed n: fay, Aprid 19. 
J Have a piece of anaes to give you, which 
concerns you much to ‘know. 


Your brother having becn affured, that you are 
- not 
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gat martied,: -has taken a refolution to find you out, 
wey-lay you, and carry you off. A friend of his, a 
_aptaia.@f-a fhip, undertakes to get you on fhip- 
‘bpard 3. and to fail away with you, either by Hull or 
Leth, -ia the way:to-one of your brother’s houfes. — 
., -They.are. very- wicked: For in fpite of all your 
virtues, they conclude you to be ruin’d. But if they 
can be affured, patina have you, that you are not, 
they. will fecure you, till they can bring you out Mrs. 
Solaes: And mean time, in order to give Mr. Love- 
Jace. fall employment, they talk of a profecution 
which will be {ct up againft him, for fome crime or 
other, that they have got a notion of, which they 
think, if.it do not coft hun his life, will make him fly 
his country. 

This is very early news. Mifs Bell told it in confi- 
dence, and with mighty triumph over Lovelace, to 
Mifs Lloyd 5; who is at prefent her favourite ; though 
as much your admirer as ever. Mifs Lloyd, being 
very apprehenfive of the mifchief which might fol- 
low fuch an attempt, told it to me, with leave to ap- 
.pize you privately of it—And yet neither fhe nor I 
would he forry, perhaps, if Lovelace were to be fairly 
hang’d-—that is to fay, if you, my dear, had no ob- 
jeBion to it. But we cannot bear, that fuch an ad- 
mirable creature fhould be made the tennis-ball of two 
violent {pirits—Much lefs, that you fhould be feized, 
and, expofed to the brutal treatment of wretches who 
have no bowels. . : ot Aaa 

If you can engage Mr. Lovelace to keep his temper 
upon it, I think you fhould acquaint him withit; but 
not to mention Mifs Lloyd. . Perhaps his wicked agent 
may come at the intelligence, and reveal it to him. 
But I leave it to your own difcretion to do as you 
think fit in it. —Alf my concern is, that this dare- 
ing and foolifh project, if carried on, will bea 
means of throwing you more into his power than 
ever.— But as it will convince you, that there can 

Vor. °° K . 
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he no hope of a reconciliation, I with you were atu- 
ally married, let the caufe for. the profecution hinted 
at be what it.will, fhort of murder-or.arape, ( * 


2. Yow. Hannah was very: thankful for your 'kintd 


prefent. She heaped a thoufand-bleffings upon ydu 
for,it. She has Mr. Lovelace’s tog, ‘by this time!’ °° 
_. Lam pleafed with Mr. Hickmas, I can tell you!—= 
For he has.fent her two guineas by the perfon’ who 
carries Mr. Lovelace’s five, as. from: an unknown 
hand-: Nor am I,.or you, to knew it. The man- 
per, more.than the value, I am pleafed with him for. 
But he does a great many things of this fort; and’ is 
as filent as the night; far nobody knows of them; till 
the gratitude of the benefited will not-let them: be 
concealed. - He is now-and-then my almoney; and I 
believe always adds to my little bertefactions. t. 
But. his time is not.come. to be praifed for ‘thefe 
things 5 nor does he feem to want that encourage- 
gnent. . : 54 a ee oe 
_ The man has certainly.a good. mind. ‘Nor car we 
expe in one man every. good quality. But he is 
geally a filly. fellow, my dear, to trouble his head about 
mie, when he fees how. much I defpife his whole fex ; 
and muft of courfe make a common man look like 4 
fool, were he not to make. bim/elf look like one, ‘by 
wifhing to pitch his tent fooddly. Our likings, and 
diflikings, as I have often: thought, are-feldom gO 
verned by prudence,. or with a view to happinefs, 
Theeye, my dear, the wicked eye—has fuch a fti1ct 
alliance with.the heart !~— And both have-fuch enmi 
to the underftanding !—+..What an unequal union, the 
mind and body! All the fenfes, like the ‘family: at 
Farlowe-place, in aconfederacy againft that which 
woyld aniin.te, and give honour to the: whole, were 
it allowed its proper precedence. = Tee 
. Permis me, I befcech you, before you -go ‘to‘Lon- 


don, tofend you forty-eight guineas —I mention that 


fum to oblige you, becaufe, by accepting back the two 


to 


sae 
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éo. Hannah, I will hold you. indebted to me fifty:— 
Surely tis. will induce you !— You know that I can 
not want ‘the money. I told you, that I’ have near 
double that fum ; and that the half of it is more thart 
my mamma knows I am miftrefs of. With fo little 
money as you have, what can you do at. fuch a‘ place 
as London? — You don’t know what occafioh you 
may have for meflengers,- intelligenca, and fuch-like. 
— If you, don’t oblige me, I fhall not.think your fto- 
mach fo much down as you fay it is; and as, in this 
one particular, I think it ought to be. 7 
As to the ftate of things between. my mamma and 
me, you koow enough of her temper, not to néed to 
be told, that fhe never efpoufes or refents with indiffer- 
ence. balan oi ay diesen, that I = ber 
daughter. No, truly, I am all my papa’s girl. 
She was very fenfible, furely, of the violence of my 
poor papa’s temper, that fhe can fo long remember 
that, when acts of tendernefs and affection feem 
quite forgotten. Some. danghters would: be temtpt- 
ed to think, that controul fat very héavy upon a 
mother, who can endeavour to exert the power fhe 
has ovey a child.; and regret,.for years after death, 
that fhe had not the fame over ahufband. =~ 
_ If this manner of expreffion. becomes not me, of 
my mother, it will be fomewhat extenuated by the 
love I always bore my father, and by the reverence I 
fhall ever pay to his memory: For he was a fond fa- 
ther, and perhaps would have been as tender a: huf- 
band, had not my mamma and he been too much of 
One temper.to agree. = 
_ The misfortune was, .in fhort, that, when one was 
out of humour, the other would be fo too: Yet nei- 
ther of their tempers comparatively bad. Notwith- 
ftlanding all which,: [did not imagine, girl as I was, 
in my papa’s life-time, that my.mamima’s part of the 
yoke fat fo heavy upon her neck, as fhe gives me 
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zoom to think it did, whenever fhe is pleafed to-dif- 
claim fer part of me. a fo! ae 
. Both parents, as I have often thought, ‘fhould be 
very careful, if they would fecure to themfelves the 
undivided love of their children, that, of all things, 
they fhould avoid fuch durable contentions with each 
other, as fhould diftrefs their children in choofing their 
party, when they would be glad to reverencé both as 
they ought. | «A 
' But here is the thing: There is not a better ma- 
mager of her affairs in the fex, than my mamma ; 


and I believe a notable wife is more impatient of con- | 


troul, than an. indolent one. An indolent one, pet- 


haps, thinks fhe has fomewhat to compound-for ; while - 


women of the other character, I fuppofe, know too 
well their own fignificance te think highly of that of 
any-body elfe. All muft be'their own way. In:one 
word, Becaufe they aré u/efu/, they will be more than 
ufeful. ge ee es 
my do affure you, my dear, were I a‘man, ahd a 
man who loved my quiet, I would not have one ‘of 
thefe managing wives on any confideration. I would 
make it a matter of f{erious inquiry beforehand, whe- 
ther my miftrefs’s qualifications, if I heard fhe was 
notable, were mafculine or feminine ones. If indeed 
I .were an indolent fupine mortal, whe might be in 
danger of becoming the property of my fteward, I 
‘would then perhaps choofe to marry for the qualifica- 
tions of a fteward, : | 
- But, fetting my mamma out of the queftion, ‘be- 
caufe fhe is my mamma, have J not'feen how Lady 
Hartley pranks up herfelf above ‘all her fex, becaule 
fhe knows how to manage affairs that do not deleng to 
her fex to manage? Affaits that can do no credit to 
her, as a woman, to underftand 5 praéfically, I mean ; 
for the theory of them may not be amifs to fe known. 
Indeed, my dear, I do not think 4 manx-woman 
a pretty character at all: And,: as-I'fdid, were Ia 
on mans 
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man, 1 would fooney choofe for a dove, tho’ it were 
fit for nothing, but, as the play fays, to go tame 
about houfe, and breed, than a wife that is fetting at 
work (nty infignificant felf pre/ent perhaps) every bufy 
hour my never-refting fervants, thofe of the Stud 
hot-excepted ; and who, wish a befom in her hand, 
as I may fay, would be continually filling me with 
apprehenfions, that fhe wanted to fwvep me out of 
my own houfe as ufelefs lumber. | 

Were indeed the miftrefs of the family, like the 

wonderful young Lady I fo much and fo ju/tly admirey. 
to know how to confine herfelf within her own re- 
fpe&table rounds of the needle, the pen, the houfe- 
keeper’s bills, the dairy for her amufement ; to fee the 
poor fed from fuperfluities that would otherwife be 
‘wafted 5 and exert herfelf in all the really ufeful 
branches of domeftic management; then would fhe 
move in her proper fphere; then would fhe render 
herfelf amiably ufeful, and refpectably neceflary; theft 
would fhe become the 77//?re/s-wheel of the family 
{Whatever you think of your Anna Howe, I would 
not have her be the ma/zer-wheel]; and every- body 
would love her; as every-body did you, before your 
infolent brother came back, flufh’d with his unmerit- 
ed acquirements, and turn’d all things topfy-turvy. 
. If you will be inform’d of the particulars of our 
contention, after hey have known in general, that. 
your uaneery affair was the fubject; why then, I. 
think, I muft tell you. | —_ 

Yet how fhall 1?—J feel my cheek glow with 
mingled. fhame- and indignation—Know then, my 


dear—that Ihave been—as I may fay-that I have been 


beaten —Indeed ’tis true-— My mamma thought fit 


to flap my. hands to get from me a fheet of a letter fhe 
caught me writing to you; which I tore, becaufe fhe 
fheuld not read:it, and burnt it before her face. 7 
oA knewthis will rouble yoy: 5o fpare yourfelf the 
Jabourto tell mecitdess, = gs 
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~ Mr. Mickman came in prefently after. I would not. 
fee him. “Iam either too much a woman to be beats, 
or too much a child to have an humble fervant..— So 
I told my mother. ‘What can one oppole but. aeaey 


when it would be unpardonable fo much as to, thin 


of lifting up afinger! ns & 
"dn the Harlowe-ftyle, fhe will be obey’d, fhe fays> 
And even Mr. Hickman fhall be forbid the houfe,. rd 
he contributes to the carrying-on of a correfpondence 
which fhe will not fuffer tobe continw’d.. 
Poor man ! He ftands a whimfical chance between 
ais. But he knows he is fure of my mamma; but not 
of me. *Tis eafy then for him to choofe his partys 
were it not his inclination to ferve you, as it furely 25, 
And this makes him a merit with me, which otherwife 
he would not have had; notwithftanding the good 


qualities which I have juft now atknowleged in his fav, 


vour. For, my dear, let my faults in other re{pects 
be what they may, I will pretend to fay, that I have 
in my own mind thofe qualities which I praifed him 
for. And if we are to come together, I coyld for. 
that reafon better difpenfe with them in him. — So if 
a hufband, who has a bountiful-temper’d wife, is not 
a niggard, nor feeks to reftrain her, but has an opinion 
Of al] fhe does, that is enough for him: As, on th 
‘contrary, if a bountiful-temper’d hufband has a fruga 
wife, it is beft for both.. For one to give, and t’other 
to give, except they have the prudence, and are at fo 
good an underftanding with each other, as to compare 
notes, they may perhaps put it out of their power to 
be juft. Good frugal doctrine, my dear !— But this 
Way of putting it, is middling the matter between 
what I have learnt of my mamma’s over-prudent, 
and your enlarged, notions.— But from d¢¢trine to 


“Tfhut myfelf up all that day; and what Iittle I did 
eat, eat alone. But at night fhe fent up Kitty, with 
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a cotimand, upon my obedience, to attend ‘her ‘at 

fiipper. 7 
1 went down: But moft glorioufly in the fullens..: 
YES, and ‘NO, were great words with me, to every, 
thing "fie afked of me, for a good ‘while. 

That behaviour, fhe told me, fhould not do for 
her. 

“ Beuting fhould not with me, I faid. 

*“My bold refiftance, fhe told me, had provoked her 
to flap my hand; and fhe was forry:to have been fo 
provok’d. But again infifted, that I would either 
give up my correfpondence abfolutely, or let her fee 
all that paffed in it. 

J muft not do either, I told her. It-was unfuit- 
able both to my inclination and to my honour, at the 
fre of bafe minds, to give up a friend in di- 


~ She. rung all the maternal changes upon the words 
any obedience, filial obliedtion, and fo-forth. 

told her, that a duty too rigoroufly and unrea(on: 

ably exacted, had: been your ruin, if you were ruin’d. 

If I were ‘of age to be marry’d, I hop’d fhe woul.l 


. think me capable. of making, or at leaft of keeping, my 


own friendfhips ; fuch a-one efpeciafly.as this, with a 
young Lady, whofe friendfhip fhe herfelf, till this 
diftrefsful point of time, had thought the ‘moft ufe- . 
ful and edifying, that I ever had contraéted. 
The greater the merit, the worfe the action : The 
finer the talents, the more dangerous the example. _ 
There were other duties, I faid, befides that of a. 
child toa parent ; and I hoped I need not give up 
a fuffering friend, efpecially at the inftigation of thofe 
by whom fhe fuffered. I told her, that it was very 
hard to annex fuch a condition as that to my duty § 
when I was perfuaded, that both duties might be 
performed, without oa he from either : ee an 
unreafonable commiand [She muft ae me, I muft 


fay 
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- fay it, tho’ I were flapt again]-was a dégree:.of ty- 
' xanny: AndI could not have expected, that at: thefe 
years I fhould. be allow’d ne wil, no choice. of. my 
own; where a woman only was concern’d, and the 
devilifh fex not in the queftion, ; co a oe 
What turn’d moft in favour of her. argument: was, 
that I defired to be excufed from letting het read alt 
that pafles between us. She infifted much upon this : 
And fince,. fhe faid, you: were in the hands of the 
_moft ee man in the world; .and a man, who 
had made a jeft of her favourite Hickman, as fhe has 
been told; fhe knows not what confequences, un- 
thought of by you or me, may flow frem fuch a cor 
Xeipondence. | - ; “ig at 
_So you fee, my dear, that I fare the worfe on Mr. 
Hickman’s account! My mamma might fee: all that 
pafles between us, did I not know, that it would 
cramp your fpirit,, and reftrain the freedom of. your 
pen, as it would alfo the freedom of my own.:. And 
were fhe not moreover fo firmly. attached. te the <on- 
trary fide, that inferences, ,confequences, ftrained de- 
ductions, cenfures, and conftrutions the moft partial, 
would for ever be hawled in to teaze me, and would 
perpstuaily fubjeG us to the neceffity. of debating 
canvaliing. a ee 
Befides, I don’t choofe that fhe fhould know how 
" much this artful wretch has outwitted, as I may call 
it, a lady fo much his, fuperior. , | ak x 
The generofity of your heart, and the greatnefs of 
our mind (a mind above felftth confiderations ) full 
well I know; but do not offer to diffuade me from 
this correfpondence. — or a ee 
_ Mr. Hickman, immediately on the contention 
above, offer’d-his fervice; and. I, accepted .of it, as 


yourll fee by my laft. . He thinks, tho’ he has al} ho~ — 


nour for my mamma, that-fhe.is unkind to us both. 
He was pleafed to tell me (with an air, as I thought), 
that he not only approved of our correfpqndence, but 

at . admires 
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admires* the fteadinefs of rhy friendfhip ;- and having 
‘RO Opinion of your man, but a great one of me, thinks 
‘that my advice or intelligence, from time to time, 
2 mnay'be.of ufe to you; and, on this prefumption, fatd, 
that it would be a thoufand pities, that you: fheuld: 
fofter'for want of either: = = 
. Mr. Hickman pleafed me in the main by his fpeech ;. 
and it is well-the general tenor of it was agreeable :— 
—Otherwife, I.can-tell him, I fhould have reckon’d: 
with him for his word approve; for it is a ftile Ihave 
not yet permitted him to talk to me in:— And you 
‘fee, my dear,. what thefe men are :—-+No fooner do: 
- they. find that you-have.favour’d them -with the power 
of doing you an agreeable fervice, but they take upon: 
them to approve, forfooth, of your actions !|—By which: 
‘is: imply’d aright to difapprove, if they think fit. 
‘. Tate told my mamma, how much you with to be 
ireconciled to your relations, and how independent. 
pou are on Mr. Lovelace. | 
Mark the end of the latter affertion, the fays.—And: 
ai to reconciliation; fhe knows, nothing will do, and. 
‘will have it, that nothing ought to do, but your re- 
turning ‘back,. without prefuming to condition with: 
them. And this if you do, the fays, will beft thew 
your independence.on Lovelace. 
You fee, my dear, what your duty is, in my mam~ 
ma’s opinion. . 
I fuppofe your next dire&ted to Mr. Hickman, at 
his own houfe, will be from London. 
+ Heaven preferve you in honour and fafety, is my 
ae : : 
_ What you do for change of cloaths, I cannot inras 
‘prre. yo : : : 
- It is-amazing to me, what your relations can mean 
by diftreffing you as they feem refolved todo. I fee’ 
they‘ will throw you into his arms, whether you will. 
Ornot.' «© | : 7 
I fend this by'Robert, for difpatch fake: And-can 


4on The bhistony of 


only repent the hitherto rdjected offer of my: helt fers 
vices! Adieu, my deareft friend’ ‘Believe me ever’ 
ete oe ‘affettionate and eee oi 


“ANA Howe: 
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ne Thy flay, April 20» 4 

F Should. thine my fait <tieity amworthy ‘of your 

friendfhip, did’ my: own concerns, heavy as they 
Ste, {6'ingro® me,: that I could not find leifure for a 
few lines, to-dethare to my beloved friend my fincere 
difapprobation of ‘her condu&, in an inftance: ‘where 
fle is’ fo' ‘generoufhj fauity, that the con{ciowfriehs ‘of 
that very gencrofity may Hide ‘from her the’ fais, 
which I, more than any dther, have teafan todeplore, 
as being the unhappy occafion of it. © - 

You know, you fay, that your actount eéthetons 
tentions between‘your manima aid you will trouble 
the; and fo you bid me fpare may tel the labour to“ tell 
you that they do -- Tee 

' You did not ufe, my: dear, to forbid me thus hefarns 
hand. "You-was wont to fay, ‘you loved ‘me the bet 
ter for my expoftulations with you on that: dcknow- 
leged warmth and quicknefs of your temper, which 
‘your own good fenfe taught you to be apprehenfive of. 
‘What tho’ I have fo miferably: fallen, anéd'am un- 
happy; if ever I-had any judgment worth Acai 
hg, it is now as much worth as ever, becaufe I can 
vive it as freely againft myfelf, as againft any-body 
elfe. “And thallI-not, when thete feemis to. be an in- 
fection in my fault; and that it leads you ‘likewife to 
refolve to carry’ on a correfpondence againftprohibi- 
tion, expoftulatd with you.'upon it; when whatever 
-Gorfequénces Row from: your difobedience, but widen 
my error, which is as the evil root, from: which fach 
bad branches fpring?) | ae 

3 The 
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_ .W he mind ‘that can glory in-bemng capable of fo 


noble, fo firm, fo unfhaken a friendship, as that of 
my dear Mifs Howe; a-friendfhip which no cafuaky 
oc diftrefa can leffen, but which increafes with the 
misfortunes of its friend——Such a mind muft be above 
taking amife the well-meant admonitions of that di- 
ftinguith’d friend, 4 will not therefore apologize for 
my freedom on this. fubfe&+ And the lefs’ need‘ I, 
wher that freedom is the refult of an affection, in the 
very: inftance, fo eb/olutely difinterefted, that it tends 
to. deprive myfelf of the only comfort leftme, 

-Your acknowleged fullens ; your tearing from your 
mamma's hands the letter fhe thought fhe had a right 
to fee ; and burning it, as you awn, - before her faces 
your refufal to fee the man, who is fo willing to ebey 
you -for the fake of your unhappy friend; and this 
purely ‘to vex your mamma; can you think, my 
dear, upon this brief recapitulation of hardly one half 
of the faulty.particulars you give, that thefe faults.are 
excufable in one, who fo well knows her duty? — : 
‘Your mamma had a good opirion of me once: I 
not that a reafon why fhe fhould be more regarded 
now, when Ihave, -as fhe believes, fo defervedly for- 
feited it?. A prejudice in favour is as hasd to be totally 


overcome, as-a prejudice in disfavour. In what a 


Rrong light, then, muft that-error appear to her, that 
fhould fo-totally turn her heart againft me, herfelf 
not a-principal.in the-cafe ?- Roe eo 
 “T’herg are-other duties, you fay, befides that of a 
child tq.a parent: But-That muft be a prior duty to 
al] other duties; a duty. anterior, as I may fay, to 
your very birth: And what duty ought not: to~ give 
way to That, when they come incompetition? — 

. + You-ase perfuaded, that both duties may be per- 
formed without derogating from either.. She thinks 
otherwife. What is the conchufion tobe drawn from 


thefe ‘premifes ? ee ee ee ee 
When your. .mamma: fees, how-much / fuffer in 
K 6 | my 
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my! reputation: from: the flep J have taken; from -whiont 
fhe and all the- world expe&ed, better - things,.:how 
much -reafon has fhe to be watchful over you! One 
evil draws another after it ; and. how crip the; oF 
anybody, where it may: ftop ? - 

Does not the perfon who will vindieaus or reeke 8 
extenuate, a faulty. {tep in another [In this light muft 
your: mamma look upon the. matter in-queftion be- 
tween you], give dn indication either of a cubpable 

will, or.a weak judgment? — And may not fhe: aps 
prehend, that the cenforious will think, that fuch a 
one might probably have equally failed, under the fame 
inducements and provocations, to ufe your own averds 
in a former letter, apply’d to me ! - Ge a ae 

Can there be a ftronger.inftance in human. life than 
mine has fo early furnifhed within a few months pait 
{not to mention the uncommon provocations to -it, 
which I have met with), of the necefiity.of the cone 
tanuance of a-watchful parent’s care over a daughter} 
Jet that daughter have obeaticd ever fo great a sou 
tion for her prudence ? 

Is not the fpace from fixteen to» twenty- one, that 
which requires this care, more, than any time ef.a 
young womai’s life? For in that ‘period, de we nee: 


generally attract the eyes of the other fex, and be-. 


come. the fubje@ of their addrefles, and not feldom of 
their attempts? And is not That the period. in which: 


our conduct or mifcondudt gives us.a reputation. or: 
dHreputation, .that almoft infeparably accom us 


throughout our whole future lwes? - 

Are we not then. moft in danger. from useless 
becaufe. of the. diftinétion with which we are apt to 
behold particulars of that fex ? | 

And. when our dangers multiply, both from dite 
and without, do net our parents know, that their vi- 
pilance. ought to be doubled ?—And fhall that necef{- 


fury increafe of care. fit uneafy. upon us, becaufe we: 


are growa up to flature — woman hood? 
- wilt 
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>) 7. Wall-you tell me, iffo, whatiis the precife ftature 

and age, ‘at which. a good child fhall conclude herfelf 
abfolv’d from: the duty the owes‘to 2 parent ? — And 
at, whanh.a pasent,: after the example of the ‘dams of: 
the brute creation, 1s to lay afide = care: and tenders. 
nefs for herofifprng? = - 

- Is:itfaihard, for you, my dear to he real hoe 
child 3 2, And can you not think it as hard, for a good: 
parent.to imagine herfelf under the unhappy nece ffi a: 
of fo treating her woman-grown daughter? 

Do you think, if your mamma had been you, dnd, 

| yon. your mamma,and your daughter had ftruggled with. 
| 
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“you, as.you did with her, that you would not have: 
been as apt, as your mamma was, to have flapt your. 
daaghter’s hands, to have made her quit her nee to 
you, and give up the prohibited paper ? - 

‘Tt is a great truth, that your mamma tok: yous that: 
you provoked her .to this harfhnefs ; and a great con> 
defcenfion in her. (and not taken notice of by you, as 
it,defery’d) to fay, that fhe was.forry for it. - 

At every age on this fide matrimony (for then we: 
come under another fort of protection, tho’ that is far 
frona, abrogating the-filial duty), it will be found, that- 
the wings of our parents are our moft neceflary and 
moft effe€tual fafeguard, to preferve:us from the vuls _ 

' turs, the hawks, the kites, and the other villainous . 

| birds of prey, that hover over us, with a view to. 

| feize and deftroy us, the firft time we are caught wan: . 

| desing: out of the eye or care of our watchful and Tle - 

tural guardians and protectors... s 
Hard as you, may, fuppefe it to be. deny. ae conti 

_  nyance of a correfpondence.once fo. much approved, 
| even by the reverend denier ;—Yet, if. your mamma: 

think, that my fault is of fuch.a nature, as.that a cor- 

j refpondence with me will caft_a:fhade upon. your: 

reputation 3, all my. own friends having given me up 5+ 
—th..t hardfhip,is to. be fubmitted to.. ‘And mrudt vit! 

} not make her the more ftrenuous:to fupport her:own ° 

| opinion 
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opinions. when fhe fees. the firft :fruits: of this tenac 

cioufnels of your fide, is to be glorteufly in the fadllent, i 

as youcall it; and ina difobedient.oppofition ?:..... <.. 
. L know, my dear, you. mean an bemoroufpefs in: 

that expreffion, which, in moft cafes, gives adelight.. 


ful poignancy, both to your converfatian, and -cprrer. 


fpondence—~But indeed, my dear,. thés cafe will not. 
oi bear it. MR Se ee OS nee roe es aces 

Will you give me leave to, add.to this tedious expe. 
ftulation, that I by no means approve.of fome.of: the. 
things you write, in relation to the manner.in which: 


your father and mother lived? —at, times —-Only. 


at times, I dare fay ; tho’ perhaps, too‘often.— ~~. 
Your. mamma is. anfwerable. to, exy body, . rather 

than toher child, for whatever. was -wrong.in her cea, 
aie if any thing wes wrong, towards M. « Howes -@: 
gentleman, of whofe memary I will only fay, chat it 
ought to be revered by yau—But yet, fhould you aot 
examine yourfelf, whether your difpleafure at. your 
mamma had no part in your revived .reyesance for 
your papa,. at the time you,wnote?, 95+... 5 
No one is perfeét :: And: altho’ yawr mamma. may. 
not. be fo right to remember. difscieegplenalion aeninle 
the departed, yet fhould you not want ta be reminded, 
on .whafe account, and on shat occafion, fhe .re- 
membered them.—You cannot judge, nor.ought you 
to attempt to judge, of what might have paffed be- 
tween both, to keep awake, and imbitter difagroeable 
remembrances in the furvivor, 6 2) e s 
LETTER XL 0 

— Mifs Carissa Hartowe ; In Continuation. — 
Bu T this fubject muft not be purfued. Another 
~~ might, with more pleafure.(tho’ not with more 
approbation) upon one of your livel excurfions.. I¢ 
as upon the high airs. you give yourtelf upon the word 
GPEOUE SS cote -Sahee Weay Soa teh, Whe a oe Gee 
: How 
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. How comes it about, I wonder, that a young lady 
fo neted for a predominating generofity, fhould not 
be uniformly generows ?—~T hat your generofity fhould 
fail in-an inftance, where policy, prudence, gratitude, 
woild ‘not permit itto fail? Mr. Hickman (as you 
corifefe) has indeed a worthy mind. If I had not long 
#¢0 known that, he would never have found an advo~ 
cate in me for the favour of my Anna Howe. Often and 
oftéi have I been-concerned, when I wzs your happy 
gueft, to fee him, after a converfation in which he 
had well-fupported his part-.in your abfence, fink at 
ouce into filence the moment you came into com- 
pany. - . 

: I have told you of this before: And I believe I 
hisited to ‘you onee, that the fupercilioufnefs you put 
On only to'him, was capable of a conftruction, which 
at the time would have very.hitde gratify’d your pride 
to have had. mrade; fince it was as much in his favour, 
asin your own disfavour. 

‘Mr, Hickman, my dear, is a mede/? man. I never 
fee a modeft man, but I am fure (if he has not wanted 
Opportunities) that he has a treafure in his mind, 
which requires nothing but the key of encouragement 
to unlock it, to make him fhine:. While a confident 
man, who, to se confident, muft think as meanly of 
his company, as highly of himfelf, enters with ma- 
gifterial airs upon any fubject; and depending upon 
his-affurance to bring himfelf off when found out, 
talks of more than he is mafter of. | : 

But a mode/# man !—O my. dear, fhall not a modeft 
woman diftinguifh and with to confort with a modeft 
man?——-A man, before whom, and to whom, fhe may 
open her lips fecure of his good opinion of all fhe fays, 
and of his juftand polite regard for her judgment ?- and 
who muft therefore infpire her with an agreeable con- 
fidence,; 7) 7 Be es 

- What alot have I drawn !s—We are all apt to turn 
teachers. But, furely, I am better enabled to talk, 
a to 
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to write, upori thefé’ fubje&ts, than “ever® T- Was'l— 
But I will banith myf/f, if-poffible, from an‘addreft 
whith, when'f began to write, PF was detetmin’d 'to. 
confine wholly to your own particular. 9) 4 07 A 

My dearefty 

tell us what others Ihould do, and even what a mother 
fhould ‘have done! But indeed-you once, I remember}. 
advanced, that, as different attainments reqttired drf- 


ferent talents to mafter them, fo, in the writing-ways. 


@ perfon might not bé a bad critic upon the works ‘of 
others, altho’ he might htmfelf be unable’ ‘to write 
with ‘excellence: But will you permit me to‘account 


for all this readinefs of finding fault, by placing: it to 
human nature, which, being fenfiblé of the defects 


of human nature (that'is to fay, -of its own defe@s)5. 
loves to: be correé?ing ? But in exercifing that talent; 
choofes rather to turn its eye outward than inward 2 


~_ Inother words, to‘employ itfelf rather‘in the outs. 


U 


door Search, than in the n-door examination f° -"- - 
_ And here give me leave to add'-(and yet-it is with: 
tender reltiCtance) that altho’ you fay very pretty things 
of notable wives ; and altho’ I: join with you in opf+ 
hion, that hufbands may have as many: inconvenien« 
Cies to encounter wrth, as conveniencies to boaft off 
from women of that character; yet Lady Hartley, 
perhaps, would have had milder treatment from your: 
pen, had it not been dipt in gall; with a mother i- 
your eye. ° es oe ie ee ¢ 


LETTER Xr. 
' Mifs Cuarissa HaRLowe}3 In Continuation,” 


AND now, my dear, a few words, as to the pro- 
‘hibition laid upon you; a er ha that I have 
frequently touched upon, but curforily ; becaufe I'was 
afraid to truft myfelf with it, knowing that my jude- 

ment, if I did, would condemn my practice. 
ou 


deareft friend, How ready are~yout' td: 
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_.. You,command.me not to attempt to difluade. you 
from this correfpondence ; and you tell me how kindly 
. Mr, Hickman approves of it; and how. obliging be 
%& tome, to permit it-to be carry’d on under.cover to 
bim :—But this.does not quite fatisfy me. . = 
.. Lama very bad cafuift; and the pleafure I take in 
writing to.you, who are the only one to whom I can 
difburden-my mind, may make me, as I have hinted, 
very. partial to. my own wifhes :—Elfe, if it were not 
an artful evafion beneath an open and frank heart to 
wifh to be comply’d with, I would be glad methinks 
to be permitted ftill to write to you; and only have 
fuch occafional returns by Mr. Hickman’s pen, as 
well as cover, as might fet me right when I am wrong 5 
confism me, when right; and guide me where I 
doubt. ‘This would enable me to proceed in the diffis 
cult path before me with more affurednefs. For what- 
ever I {uffer from the cenfures of others, if I can pre- 
ferve your good opinion, I fhall not be altogether un- 
happy, let. what will befalme. 

And indeed, my dear, I know not how to forbear 
writing. I have now no other employment or diver+ 
fion. And I muft write on, altho’ I were not to fend 
it to.any-body. You have often heard me own thé 
' advantages’ I have found from writing down every 
thing of moment that befals me; and of all I thing, 
and_of all I do, that may be of future ufe to me: —For,. 
befides that this helps to form one to a ftyle, and opens 
and expands the ductile mind, every one will find, 
that many a good thought evaporates. in thinking ; 
many, a good refolution goes off, driven out of me- 
mory; perhaps, by fome other, not fo good. But 
when I fet down what I will do, or what I have done, 
on this or that occafion ; the refolution or action 4s 
before me, either to be adhered to, withdrawn, ’or 
amended ; .and I: have entered into cempac? with.my- 
felf, asd, may fay; having given it under, ay one 

P Sy, | an 3; «AaNndy, 
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hand, to improve rethex than ge dgokwnrd; las The: 


longer, ee. ae ee 

J would willingly therefore waite to you, if [might ; 
the-rather as it would be mone infpisiting:tochave fome: 
end tn view in what I write 3 feme:friead ‘toi pleaftis' 
ne merely feeking to -gratify :my gaffion for: fertbe: 

a ho ‘ Ae we © Pe ees ee 
_ But why, if your mamma-will permit our corre- 
fpondence on communicating to -her all that paffes in 
it, and if fhe will condefcend to one. only-condition, 
may it not be comply’d with? ee eee. 

Would fhe not, do. you think, my dear, -be pres 


vailed upon to have the communication:madeto-her in: 


confidence? © ER Re 2 Ok 

If there. were any profpeét of a reconciliation with 
my friends, I fhould not :have fo much. regard :for.my- 
prides as to be afraid of any-body’s knowing how much 


have been outwitied, .as-you callit.. I would:in that: 
cafe (when I had.left Mr. Loyelace) acquaint your: 
mamma, and a]l my own friends, with the whele of 
my ftory. It would -behove me fo to do, formy x. 


OWn reputation, and for their fatisfadtien. =. | 

But if I have no fuch profpeét, what will the cam~ 
munication of my reluctance to go away with Mr. 
Lovelace, .and of his arts to frighten me:away, avail 
me?— Your mamma has.hinted, that my friends 
would infift upon my returning to theni (as.a proof 
of the trath of my plea) to be-difpofed of, without 
condition, at their pleafure. If I {crupled this, my 
brother would rather.triumph-over me, than keepmy 
fecret.— Mr. Lovelace, whofe pride already ‘fo! ill 
‘brooks my regrets for meeting him (when he thinks, 
if I had not, I muft have been Mr. Solmes’s wife) 
would perhaps treat .me with indignity :~-And thus, 
_ deprived of all refuge and. protection, | fhould besome 
the fcoff of men-.of imtripues and: be thought:a -yreates 


difgrace than ever to. my fex:—+Since Love, and con. 


oe -fequential 


~ 
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lage, will:find more excufes, than per- 


haps ought to be found, for actions premeditatedly rath. 
, Butdf; your.mamma ‘will receive the communica- 
tions. in confidence, pray thew her all that I have writ- 
teny:..0r fhall write. If my .paft conduct deferves not 
heany, blame, I dhall.then perhaps have the benefit of . 
her advice, as.well as yours. And if I fhall wilfully 
deferve blame for the time to come, I will be content- 
ed to be:deny’d yours.as well as hers for ever. 

_ Asito cramping my dpirit, .as you call it (were-I to 
Gt down to write what I-know your mamma mutt 
{ce) 5 that, my dear, is already cramp’d. And do 
get; think: fo unhandfomely of your mamma, as to 
fear that fhe would make pavia| conlrichoiis againft 
me. Neither you nor I can-doubt, but that, had 
fhe been left .unprepoflefiedly to herfelf, fhe would 
have. fhewn favourtome. And fo, I-dare fay, would 
my: wacle Antony. —Nay, my -dear, Ican extend my 
charity: {till fucther: For I am fometimes of opinion, 
that. were my. brother und fifter abfolutely certain; 
that they had ryin’d me beyond recovery in the opi+ 
non of both my: uncles, fo far, as that they need not 
be: apprehenfive of nty clafhing with their interefts 5 
they would net. oppofe .a pardon, altho’ they might 
not wifh a reconciliation—Efpecially if I would make 
a few: facrifices to them :—Whith, I affure you, I 
fhould be inclined to make, were I wholly free, and 


_ Independent of this man.— You know I never valued 


myfelf upon worldly. acquifitions, nor upon my grand- 
father’s -baquefts, but as. they inlarged my power to 
do things I loved to do. And if I were deny’d the 
power, I muft,-as-I now do; curb ty inclination. | 
- Do not, however, thirnk.me guilty of ari affe@tation 
in .Whatil-have faid of my brother and fifter. Severe 
enough | am fure it isin the mof favourable fenfe. And 
an indifferent perfon will be of opinion, that they are 
much better warranted than ever, for-the _ of ~ 
a a re sa ce Jamuy-= 


‘ 
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family-honour, to feek to ruin met the ‘favour ‘of atf 
my friends. PGs nee 


' But to the-former topit—-Try, my ‘dear, *if your 


mamma will, upon the ‘condition above-giver, per? - 


mit our correfpondence, on feeing all we writel:) Bat 
if fhe will not, what-a felfifhnefs would there bein 
my love to you, were I to with you to forego “your 
duty for my fake? te 

And -now, one word, 28 tothe freedom’ I Have 
treated you with in this tedious expoftulatory addtefs. 
I prefume upon your forgivenefs of it, becaufe few 
friend{hips are founded. on fuch ‘a: dafis as ours 
Which is, ¢ freely to give reproof, and thankfully to 
$ receive it, as oecafionsarife; that fo either may-have 
* opportunity to clear up miftakes, to acknowlege 
© and amend errors, a8 wellin behaviour, as in words 
* and deeds ; and-to rectify and corifirm each ‘other 
‘in the judgment each fhall form upon perfons, 
‘ things, and circumftances,’ And all this upon the 
following confideration ; ¢ That it is muth more eli+ 
© gible, as well as honourable, to be corrected with 
the gentlenefs of an undoubted friend, than by ¢on- 
tinuing either blind or wilful, to expofe ourfelves 
to the cenfures of an envious, and perhaps malignant 
world? = come 8 
But it is as needlefs, F dare fay, to remind you of 
this, as it is to repeat my requeft, that you will not, 
it your turn, ‘fpare the follies and the faults of!) °° 
2 tine ae i a a ee a Your ever- affectionate ets ms 
6 Ue Ce, HARLOWEL 

a de te a Et 
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pow ce tt Subjoiw Eto the above. yrs aay 
~ 'Ffaid, that I would avoid writing any thing of my 
own particular affairs in the above addrefs, if I could.~ 
I will write one letter more, to inform you howwé 
fland.’ But, my dear, you muft pertnit that dne {which 
_ will require your advice).and your anfwer 46 i€, andthe 
copy of one I have written to miy ‘awit,, to‘be the ee 
| ; at 


‘e@ 


wee 
ee a 
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that fhall-pafs between us,. while the prohibition con- 
finues. Las 

yd fear, J yery much fear, that my unhappy fitua- 
tion will. draw, me in to be guilty of evafion, of little 
afectations, and,.of curvings from -the -plain fimple 
trush,; which I was wont to value myfelf upon. But 
allow.me to fay, and this for your fake, and in order 
to leflen your mother’s fears of any ilf confequences 
shat fhe might apprehend from our correfpondence, 
that 1f L.am,at any tune guilty of a failure in thefe 
te{pects, I will not goon in it: But repent, and feek 
to. recover my loft ground, that I niay not bring error 
into habit.- st ee 
«I haye deferr’d going to town, at Mrs. Sorlings’s 
earneft requeft. But have fixed my. removal. to 
Monday, as.I fhall acquaint you in my next, I have 
already. made a progrefs in that next; but, having an 
poexpetted opportunity, will fend this by itfelf, ©. 


- DETTER XL. |’ 


| Adifs Hown, To Mi/i Crarissa Hartows. 


os Briday Morn. April 21+ 
M* mamma will not comply with your condition, 
- my dear. I hinted it to her, as from myfelf.— 
But the Harlowes [Excufe me] have got her intirely 
in with, them. It is a fcheme of mine, fhe told me, 
to draw her into your party, again{t your parents.— 
Which,: for her own fake, fhe is very careful about. 
Don’t be fo much concern’d about my mamma and 
me, once more, I beg of you. “We fhall do well 
engugh together: Now a falling-out, now a falling- 
in. , It ufed to be fo, when you were not in the que- 
. Yet dol give you my fincere thanks for every'line 


|” of your zepreheniive letters ; which, intend .to read.as 


often as I find my temper rifes.. . 


7 I 


v 


f 
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I wilt freely own; that I winced ‘ai Nttle’ at firft 
reading them, But Lfee, that in every repertfal; I 


{hall love and honour you ftill more; if ‘poffible, ‘than. 


te 


before. 


Yet, I think, I have one advantage over you sand | 


which I will hold thro’ this letter, and thro’''4{l m 
future letters; that is, that I will trea¢ you’ as freely 
as you treat me; and yet will never think an‘apo- 
logy neceflary to you'for my freedom: ~* “)-- 7° 
‘But this is the effect of your gentlenefs of temper ; 
with alittle {ketch of imply’d reflection on the‘warmt# 
of mine.—Gentlenefs in a woman you hold to‘ be no 
fault— Nor dol, a little due or provoked warmth— 
But. what is this, but praifing, on‘ both fidés, what 
neither of us ‘can help 5 nor perhaps wifh to: hetp } 
You can no more go out of your road, than I can go 
out of mine. It would be a pain to either to do. fo: 
—What then is it in eitHer’s-approving of her own 
natural byafs, but making a virtue of neceffity > 
- But one: obfervation I will add, that’ weré. your 
character, and my charaGter, tobe truly drawn; mine 
would be allowed to be the mof€ natural.’ ‘Shades and 
lights are equally neceflary in a fine picture. ~ Yours 
would be furrounded.with fuch a ‘flood of brightnefs, 
with fuch.a glory,. that it would indeed dazle’; but 
leave one heartlefs to imitate it. ge eS 
_ O-may. you .not fuffer from a bafe world’ for 
your gentlenefs; while my temper, by its warmth 
keeping all impafition at diftance, tho” lefs amiable ig 
~ general, affords me not reafon, as I have mentioned 
heretofore, to wifh ta make an exchange with you !- 
~ | fheuld indeed be inexcufeable to open ray fps by 
way of contradiction to my mamma, had I fuch a fine 
fpirit as yours to deal with— Truth is truth, my dear ! 
—Why fhoul! narrownefs run away with the praifes 
_ due to a noble expanfion of heart ?—If every-body 
would fpeak out, as I do [that is to: fay, ‘give oraife 
where only praife is due; difpraife where due, like- 
| wile], 
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Wik |, /hametif not principle, would mend the world 
—Nay. fhame would introduce principle in a genera- 
tion or two.—Very true, my dear—Do you apply — 
dare not—For I fear you, almoft as much as [ love 
a ee 
my will: give you an inftance, neverthelefs, which 
will-anew.demonftrate, that none but ver ‘generous 
and nable-minded people ought to be implicitly obey’d, 
You know what I faid. above, that truth is truth: 
Inconveniencies will fometimes arife from’ having 
to do with perfons of modefty and fcrupuloufnefs. 
Mr. .Hickman, you fay, is a modeft man. He put 
your corrective pacquet into my hand witha very fine 
bow, and a felf-fatisfy’d air, {We'll confider what 
you fay of this honeft man by-and-by, my dear], 
His ftrut was not-gone off; when in came my mamma, 
as I was reading it. % | 
_ When fome folks find their anger has made them 
confiderable, they will-be always anery, or feeking 
occafions, for anger. | 
_. Why, now, Mr. Hickman l—Why, now, Nancy, 
as I was putting the pacquet mto my bofom at her en- 
trance— You havea letter brought you this inftant— 
While the mode/?. man, with. his paufing brayings, 
Mad-da—Mad-dam, looked as-if he knew not whe- 
ther he had beft to run, and leave me and my mamma 
to fight it out, or to ftand his ground, and fee fair 
lay. ae | 
it would have been poor to tell a lye for it.——-She 
flung away. I went outat the oppefite door, to read 
it.; ‘Teaving Mr. Hickman to exercife his white teeth 
upon his thumb. nails. SO 4 
/ When I had read your letters, I went to find out 
my mamma. I told her the generous cont:nts, and 
that you. defired, that the prohibition mig‘it te ad- 
hered to.—I propofed your condition, as from myfelf ; 
and wasrejected, asabove. © st ae 
we ete 1 AC 
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She fuppofed, fhe was finely painted between two 
oung creatures, who had more wit than prudence. 
And inftead of being prevailed upon by the generofity 


‘of your fentiments, made ufe of your opinion only to- 


confirm her own, and reriewed her prohibitions, 
charging me to return no other anfwer, but that fhe 
did renew them. Adding, that they fhould ftand, till 
your relations were reconciled to you; hinting, as if 
fhe had engaged for as much ; and expected my com- 
pliance. . - 

I thought of your reprehenfions, and was meek, 
tho’ not pleafed. And let me tell you, my dear, that 
as long as I can fatisfy my own mind, that good is 
intended, and that it is hardly poffible that evil fhould 
enfue from our correfpondence; as long as I know, 
that this prohibition proceeds originally fon the fame 
fpichtful minds, which have been the occafion of all 
thefe mifchiets ; as long as I know, that it is not your 
fault, if your relations are not reconciled to you; and 
that upon conditions which no reafonable people would 
refufe—You muft give me leave, with all deference 
to your judgment, and to your excellent leffons 

which would reach almoft every other cafe of this 
ind, but the prefent], to infift upon your writing 
to me, and that minutely, as if this prohibition had 
not been laid. | 

’ It is not from humour, from perverfenefs, that I 
infift upon this. I cannot exprefs how much my 
heart is in your concerns. And you muft, in fhort, 
allow me to think, that if I can do you fervice by 
writing, I fhall be better juftify’d a continuing to 
write, than my mamma is by her prohibition. 

But yet, to fatisfy you all I can, I will as feldom 
return anfwers, while the interdict Jafts, as may be 
confiftent with my notions of friendfhip, and the fer- 
vice I owe you, and can do you. 

As to your expedient of writing by Hickman [ And 
now, my dear, your modeft man comes in: And as 

you 


| 
| 
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you Jove: modefty. in: that fex, I will:do! my en- 
‘deavour, by 2 proper diltance, to keep him in your 
‘ favour]: I know: what ‘you mean by ‘it, my fweet 
friend. It is to make that man fignificant with me. 


As to the-correfpondenee, THAT foal go on, i do 


‘affrre: you, be as fcrupulous as you pleafe—So. that 
that ‘will not fuffer,' if I do not clofe with your pro- 
ae a eae 54 


4 


poal astohim. = | - : 4 
‘-T think, I muft tell. you, that it will be honour 
enough for him to have his name made ufe of fo fre- 
quently betwixt us. This, of itfelf, is placing a con- 


fidence in him, that will make him walk bolt upright, 
and difplay his white hand, and his fine diamond ring ; 


and moft mightily lay down his fervices, and his pride . 
‘to oblige, and his difigence, and his fidelity, and his 

contrivances, to keep our fecret; and his excufes, 
and his evafions to my mamma, when challeng’d by 
her ; with fifty and’s befide. And will it not more+ 
over give him pretence and excufe oftener than ever 
to pad-nag it hither to good Mrs. Howe's fair daugh- 


‘ter? 


' But'to admit him into my company téte 4 téte, and 
{nto my clofet, ‘as often as 1 would wifh to write ta 


you; I only to dictate to bis pen—my mamma all 


the time fuppofing that I was going to be heartily in 


love with him—To make him. mafter of my fenti- 


ments, and'of my heart, as I may fay, when I write 
to you-—Indeed, my dear, I won’t. Nor, were I 
married to the beft HE in England, would I honour 
him with the communication of my correfpondencies. 
No, my dear, it is fufficient, furely, for him to 
parade it in ‘the character of our letter-conveyer, 


os ace 


‘and to be honour’d in a cover. And never fear but, 


modeéft as you think him, he wil! make enough of that. 
You are always blaming me for want of generofity 
to this man, and for abufé of power: But f profefs, 
my dear, I cannot tell how to help it. Do, dear, 
now, let, me fpread my plumes a little, and now-and- 
VOL. L then 
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then make myfelf feared. This is my time, you know, 
fince it will be no more to my credit,. than to Ars, to 
give myfelf thofe airs when I am marry’d. He has a 
joy when I am pleafed with him, that he would not 
know, but for the pain my difpleafure gives him. 
This, I am fatisfy’d, will be the confequence, if I 
do not make him quake now-aad-theny he will en- 
deavour to make me fear. All the animals in the 
creation are more or lefs ina ftate of: hoftility with 
each other. The wolf, that rune away from. a lion, 


will devour a lamb the next moment. [I remember, . 


that I was once fo enraged at a game-chicken. that was 
continually pecking at another (a poor humble one, 
as I thought him), that I had the offender caught, and 
without more ado, in a pet of humanity, wrung his 
neck off. What follow’d this execution ?—Whry that 


other grew infolent, as foon as Ais infulter was gone, _ 


and was continually pecking at one or two under 4zm. 
Peck and. be mane faid [—J might as well have pre- 
ferv’dthe firft; for I fee it is the nature of the beaft. 
Excufe my flippancies. I wifh I were with you. I 
would make you fmile in the midft of your graveft 
airs, as I: ufed to. do.—O that you had accepted of 
my offer to attend you !~~But. nothing that I offer, 
will you accept —- Take care! you will make me 
very angry with you: And when I am, you know I 
value nobody.—For, dearly as I love you, I muft be, 
_ and cannot always help it, 
| , Your faucy | 
Anna Howk. 


LEFTER XL. 
Mifi Crarissa HaRLowe, To Mifs Howe. 
ae Friday, April 2). 
KAR. Lovelace communicated to me ths morning 
early, from his intelligencer, the- news of my 
brother’s fcheme. 1 like him,tho better for making 
4 ‘ Bo . : ; very 
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very light of it ; and for his treating it with contempt. 
And indeed, had I not had the hint of it from you, 
fliould have fufpected it to be fome contrivanée of his, 
in order to hatter, me to town, where he has long 
wifhed to be himfelf. | | 
- He read mie tlie paffage in that Leman’s letter, 
pretty: much to the effect of what you wrote to me. 
from Mifs Lloyd ; with this addition, that one Single- 
ton, a mafter of a Scots veflel, is the man, who is to 
be the prin¢ipal in this aé of violence. 

' T have feen himi. He has been twice entertained 
at Harlowe-Place, as nity brother’s fricnd. He has 
the air of a very botd and fearlefs man; and I fancy 
it muft be bis project ; as my brother, I fuppofe, talks 
to every-body of the rath ftep I have taken ; having not 
fpared me before he had this feeming reafon to cen- 
fure me. | 3 | 7 

. This Singleton lives at Leith; fo, perhaps, I am 
to be carried to my brother’s houfe not far from that 

rt. 

Putting thefe paffages together, I am not a little. 
apprehenfive, that the defign, lightly as Mr. Love- 
lace, from his fearlefs temper, treats it, may be 
attempted to be carried into execution ; and of the 
confequences that may attend it, if it be. 

I afked Mr. Lovelace, feeing him fo frank and 
éool, what he would: advife me to do? 

- Shall I afk you, Madam, what are your own 
thoughts '—Why I return the queftion, raid he, is, be- 
caufe you have been fo very earneft that I fhould leave. 
you, as foon as you are in London, that I know not 
what to propofe, without offending you. - | 
~ My. opinion is, faid I, that I. fhould ftudioufly con- 
ceal myfelf from the knowlege of every-body but 
Mifs Howe; and that you fhould leave me out of 
hand; fince they will certainly ‘conclude, that where 
one is, the other is not far off: And itis eafter to trace | 


jou than me. 
La - You 
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You would not furely with, faid he, to fall into your 
brother’s hands by fuch a violent meafure as this ?-—] 
propofe not to throw myfelf officioufly in their way ; 
but fhould they have reafon to think I avoided them, 
would not that whet their diligence to find you, and 
their courage to attempt to carry you off; and fub- 
ject me to infults that no man of fpirit can bear ? 

Lord blefs me! faid I, to what has this one fatal 
ftep that I have been betray’d into— 

Deareft Madam! Let me befeech you to forbear 
this harfh language, when you fee, by this new 
fcheme, how determin’d they were upon carrying 
their old ones, had you not been Jetray’d, as you 
call it! Have I offer’d to defy the laws of fociety, as 
this brother of yours muft do, if any thing be intended 
by this project?—I hope you will be pleafed to ob- 
ferve, that there are as violent and as wicked enter- 
prizers as myfelf—But this is fo very wild a project, 
that I think therecan be noroom for apprehenfions from 
it.—I know your brother well. When at College, he 
had always a romantic turn. But never had a head 
for any thing but to puzzle and confound himfelf: A 
_ halfinvention, and a whole conceit, and without any 
talents to do himfelf good, or others:harm, but as 
thofe others gave him. the power by their own folly, 
built upon his prefumption. | 7 

This is very volubly run off, Sir!—But violent 
fpirits are but too much alike; at leaft in their me- 


thods of refenting. You will not prefume to make 
yourfelf a lefs innocent man furely, who had deter-. 


min’d to brave my whole family in perfon, if my folly 


had not faved you the rafhnefs, and them the infult— ; 


_ Dear Madam !—Still muft it be folly, rafhnefs /— 


It'is as impoffible for you to think tolerably of any-. 


body out of your own family, as it is for any one iz 


it to deferve your love !—Forgive me, deareft crea-. 


ture !—IJf I did not love you as no manever loved a 


I - woman, 


= 
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woman, I might appear more indifferent to prefer- 
ences fo undefervedly made.—But let me afk you,Ma- 
dam, What have you borne from me ?—What caufe 
have I given you to treat me with fo much feverity, 
and fo little confidence ?—And what have you not 
borne from them ?—My general character may have 
been againft me: But what of your own knowlege 
have you againftme? st 

’ I was ftartled. - But I was refolved not to defert 
myfelf. 

Is this atime, Mr. Lovelace, is this a proper occa- 
fion, to give yourfelf thefe high airs to me, a young 
creature deftitute of protection ?—It is a furprizing 
queftion you afk me. Had I aught againft you of my 
own knowlege—I can tell you, Sir——-And away If 
would have flung. | | 

He fnatched my hand, and befought me not to leave 
him in difpleafure.—He pleaded his paffion for me, 
and my feverity to him, and partiality for thofe from 
whom I had fuffer’d fo much; and whofe intended 
violence, he faid, was now the fubje¢t of our delibe- 
ration. pot ee: - : 
| was forced to hear him. | 

You condefcended, deareft creature, faid he, to 
afk my advice.—It is very eafy, give me leave to fay, 
to advife you what to do. I hope I may, oni this new 
occafion, {peak without offence, notwithftanding your 
former injun&tions —-You fee that there can be no 
hope of reconciliation with your relations.—Can you, 
Madam, confent to honour with your hand, a wretch 
whom you have never yet obliged with one voluntary 
favour !— 

What a recriminating, what a reproachful way, 
my Heats was this, of putting a queftion of this na- 
ture !— | : 

I expected not from him, at the time, either the 
queftion or the manner—JI am afhamed to retolleé& 
the confufion I was thrown ne 3—all your advice in 


3 Dy: 
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my head at the moment: Yet his words fo prohibi- 
tory. He confidently feemed to enjoy my confufion 
{ Indeed, my dear, he knows not what refpe€tful love 
is!']; and gaz’d upon me, as if he would have looked 
ame through. 

He was {till more declarative afterwards indeed, as 
J fhall mention by-and-by: But it was half-extorted 
from him. 


wil heart ftruggled violently between. refentment 
and 


ame to be thus teazed by one, who feemed to 
have all dis paffions at command,: at a time when I 
had very little over sing ; till at laft I burft into tears, 
and was going from him in high difguft; when, 
throwing his arms about me, with an air, however, 
the mofi tenderly refpe€tful, he gave a /fupid turn to 
the fubject. 

Tt was far from his heart, he faid, to take fo mych 
advantage of the ftreight, which the difcovery of my 
brother’s foolifh project had brought me into, as to 
renew, without my permiffion, a propofal which I 
had hitherto difcountenanced ; and which for that 
reafon— | 

And then he came with his half-fentences, apolo- 
gizing for what he had hardly half propofed. 

' Surely, he had not the infolence to intend to teaze 
me, to te if I could be brought to fpeak what became 
me not to fpeak--But, whether he had or not, it did 
teaze me 5 infomuch that my very heart was fretted, 
and I broke out at laft into frefh tears,. and a declara- 
tion, that I was very. unhappy, And juft then recol- 
IeCting how like a tame fool I ftood, with his arms 
about me, I flung from him with indignation. But 
he feized my hand, as I was going out of the room, 
and upon his knees befought my ftay for one moment: 
And then tendered himfelf, in words the maft clear 
and explicit, ta my acceptance, as the moft effeCtual 
ae to difappoint my byother’s fcheme, and fet all 
right. 

: But 
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But what could I fay to this? —Extorted from him, 
as it feem’d to me, rather as the effect of his compaf- 
fion, than of his love? What could I fay ?—I paufed, 
} looked filly! I am /ure I looked very filly. He 
fuffered me to paufe, and look filly; waiting for me 
to fay fomething: And at laft, afhamed of my confu- 
fion, and aiming to make an excufe for it, I told him, 
that I defired he would avoid fuch meafures, as might 
add to an uneafinefs which was fo vifible upon reflect- 
ing on the irreconcileablenefs of my friends, and what 
unhappy confequences might follow from this unac- 
countable project of my brother. 

He promifed to be governed by me in every thing. 
And again the wretch afked me, If I forgave him for 
the humble fuit he had made to me? What had I to 
do, but to try for a palliation of my confufion, fince 
it ferv’d me not? : 

I told him, I had hopes it would not be long before 
Mr. Morden arrived ; and doubted not, that he would 
be the readier to engage in my favour, wher he found, 


- that I made no other ufe of 4:s, Mr. Lovelace’s, 


afiiftance, than to free mvfelf from the addreffes of a 
man fo difagreeable to me as Mr. Solmes: I muft 
therefore with, that every thing might remain as it 
was, till I could hear from my couftn.: 

This, altho’ teazed by him as I was, was not a 
denial, you fee, my dear. But he muft throw him- 
felf into a heat, rather than try to perfuade ; which 
any other man, in his fituation, I fhould think, would 
have done: And this warmth obliged me to adhere to 
my feeming negative. 

- This was what he faid, with a vehemence that mr ft 


_. harden any woman’s mind, who had a fpirit above 


being frighted into paffivenefs : | 
Good God !—And will you, Madam, fill refo've 
to fhew me, that I am to hope for no fhare in your 
favour, while any the remoteft profpe@ remains, that 
: oy you 
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you will be received by my bittereft enemies, at the 
price of my utter rejection ! | 

This was what I return’d,with warmth, and witha 
falving art too—You have feen, Mr. Lovelace, how 
much my brother’s violence can affe& me: But you 
will be miftaken, if you let loofe yours upon me, with 
a thought of terrifying me into meafures, the contrary 
of which ‘you have acquiefced with. | 

He only befought me to fuffer his future aétions to 
Speak for him; and, if I faw him worthy of any fa- 
_ vour,. that I would not let him be the on/y perfon 
within my knowlege, who was not intitled to my 
confideration. 
. You refer to a future time, Mr. Lovelace; fo doI, 
for the future proof of a merit you feem to think for 
the paf? time wanting : And ju/fly you think fo. And 
I was again going from him. © | | 

One word more he begged me to hear :— He was 
determined. ftudioufly to avoid all mifchief, and evazy 
itep that might lead to mifchief, let my brother’s 
proceedings, fhort of a violence upon my perfon, be 
what they would: But if dny attempt, ‘that fhould. 


extend to that, were to be made, would I have him | 


to be a quiet fpectator of my being feized, or carried 
back, or aboard, by this Singleton; or,-in cafe of 
extremity, was he not permitted to ftand up in my 
defence ? | | 3 
Stand up in my defence, Mr.. Lovelace |— I fhould. 
be very miferable, were there to be a call for that : 
But do you think I might not be /afe and pri- 
vate in London ?—By your friend’s defcription of the. 

widow’s houfe, I fhould think I might be fafe there. 
The widow’s houfe, he reply’d, as defcribed by 
his friend, being a back-houfe within a front-one, 
and looking to a garden, rather than a ftreet, had the 
appearance of privacy: But if, when there, it was 
not approved, it would be eafy to find another more. 
to my liking — Tho’, as to his part, the method he 
would 
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would advife fhould be, to write to my uncle Harlowe 
as ane of my truftees, and wait the iffue of it here at 
Mrs. Sorlings’s, fearlefly dire€ting it to be anfwered 
hither. ‘To be afraid of little fpirits, was but to ene 
courage infults, hefaid. “The fubftance of the letter 
fhould be, * To demand as a right, what they would 
‘ refufe if requefted as a courtefy: To acknowlege, 
‘ that [had put myfelf [too well, he faid, did. their 
‘ treatment juftify me] into the protection of the 
© Ladies of his family ( by whofe orders, and Lord 
‘ M.’s, he himfelf would appear to a@): But that it 
* was upon my own terms; which laid me under no 
* obligation to them for the favour, it being no more 
‘ than they would have granted to any one of my fex, 
© equally diftreffed :’ If I approved not of this me- 
thod, happy fhould he think himfelf, he faid, if I would 
honour him with the opportunity of making fuch a 
claim in his own mame.— But this was a point [with 


- hig duts again !} that he durft but juft touch upon. 


He hoped, however, that I would think their violence 
a fufficient inducement for me to take fuch a wifhed- 
for refolution. ee | 

Inwardly vexed, I told him, That he himfelf had 
propofed to leave me when I was in town: That I 
expected he would: And that,- when I was known 
to be abfolutely independent, I fhould confider what 
to write, and what to do: But that, while he was 
hanging about me, I neither would nor could. . 

He would be very fincere with me, he faid: This 
project of my brother’s had changed the face of things.. 
He muft, before he left me, fee how I liked the Lon-. 
don widow, and her family, if I chofe to go thither : 
They might be people whom my brother might buy. 
But if he faw they were perfons of integrity, he then. 
might go for a day or two, or fo. But he muft needs 
fay, he could not leave me longer. 

Do you propofe, Sir, faid1, to take up your lodg-. 
ings in the fame houfe ? . 

L 5 He 
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He did not, he faid; as he knew the uf I intended to 
make of his abfence, and my punétilio—And yet the 
houfe where he had lodgings was new- fronting : But 
‘he could go to his friend Belford’s, in Soha; or per 
haps, to the fame gentleman’s houfe at Edgware, 
and return on mornings, till he had reafon to think 
this wild projeét of my brother’s laid afide. But ng 
farther till then would be venture. 

The refult of alk was, to fet out on Monday next 
for town. I hope it will be in a happy hour. ; 
- Tcannot, my dear, fay too has ae much I am 

Your ever-obliged | 
CL. HARLoWsE. 


LETTER XLV. 
Mr, LovELACcE, To Joun BELForn, Efq;. 


ce Ns Friday, April 21. 
A it was not probable, that the Lady cowd give fa 
: particular ax accaunt of her own confufion, in the 
affeéting fcene fhe mentions on bis offering himfelf ta 
. ber acceptance, the following extracts are made from 
bis af the above date. 7 


. ‘And now, Belford, what wilt thou fay, if like the 
Ay buzzing about the bright taper, I had like to have 
iindg’d the filken wings of my liberty’— Never was 


man in greater danger of being caught in. his own © 


fnares : — All his views anticipated: All his {chemes 
untry’d ; and, not having brought the admirable crea- 
ture to town; nor made an effort to. know if fhe be 
really angel or woman. | 

I offer’d myfelf to her acceptance, with a fudden- 
nefs, "tis true, that gave her no time to wrap herfelf 
in referve; and in terms /efs tender than fervent, tend- 
ing to upbraid her for her paft indifference, and re- 
minding her of her injunctions, J’or it was her 

, ; brother's 
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brother’s plot, not love of me, that had inclined her 
to difpenfe with them. 

I never beheld fo fweet a confufion. Whata glory 
to the pencil, could it dp juftice to it, and to the 
mingled impatience which vifibly inform’d every fea- 
ture of the moft meaning and moft beautiful face in 
the world. She hemm’d twice or thrice: Her look, 


pow fo charmingly filly, then fo {weetly fignificant ;. 


till at lait, the lovely teazer, teazed by my hefi- 
tating expectation of her anfwer, out of all power of 
articulate fpeech, burft into tears, and was turning - 
fram me,.with precipitation, when, taking the liberty 
of folding her in my happy arms --O think not, 
beft beloved of my heart, think not that this motion, . 
which you may believe to be fo contrary to your for- 
mer injunchens,. proceeds from a defign to avail my- 
felf of the cruelty of your relations: [f Lhave asfoblig’d’ 
you: by it [and you knaw with what refpectful tender- 
nefs I have prefumed to hint it], it fhall be my utmoft 
care for the future—There I fopt— 

Then fhe fpoke; but with vexation —I am—I am 
ery unhappy—T ears trickling down her crimfon 
cheeks ; and her fweet face, as my arms ftill incircled 
the fineft waift in the world, finking upon my 
fhoulder ; the dear creature fo abfent, that fhe knew: 
not the lionour fhe permitted me. 
_ But why,. but. why unhappy, my deareft life, faid : 
1?—All the gratitude that ever overflow’d the heart 
of the moft oblig’d of men — Juftice to myfelf there" 
ftopt my mouth ; for what gratitude did I owe her for: 
obligations fo involuntary ? | 

Then recovering herielf, and her ufual referves, . 
and ftruggling to free herfelf from: my clafpmg arms, . 
How now, Sir! faid fhe, with a cheek more indig-- 
nantly glawing, and eyes of a fiercer luftre. 7 

. I gave way to her angry ftrugple ;—but, abfolutely’ 
overcome by'fo chaiming a difplay of innocent con-- 
: L6  fuffon, 
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fufion, I caught hold of her hand, as fhe was flying 
from me; and, kneeling at her feet,O my angel, faid 
I (quite deftitute of referve, and hardly knowing the 
tenor of my own {fpeech ; and had a parfon beer 
there, I had certainly been.a gone man), receive the 
vows of your faithful Lovelace—Make him yours, and 
only yours, for ever !|— This will anfwer every end t 
-—Who will dare to form plots and ftratagems againft 
my wife? That you are not fo, is the ground of all 
their foolifh attempts, and of their infolent hopes in 
Solmes’s favour.—O be mine !—I befeech you [thus 
on my knee I befeech you] to be mine. —We thal 
then have all the world with us: And every-body 
will applaud an event that every-body expeéts. 

Was the devil in me !—I no more intended all this 
ecftatic nonfenfe, than I thought the fame moment 
of flying in the air ! — All power is with this charm~ 
ing creature !—It is I, not fhe, at this rate, that muft 
fail in the arduous tryal. — — 

Didft thou ever before hear of a man uttering fo- 
lemn things by an involuntary impule, in defiance 
of premeditation, and of all hisown proud {chemes ? 
But this {weet creature is able to make a man forego 
every purpofe of his heart, that is not favourable to 
her. — And I verily think, I fhould be inclined to 
{pare her all further tryal [and yet no tryal has fhe 
had}, were it not. for the contention that her vigi- 
lance has fet on foot, which fhall overcome the other. 
‘Thou knoweft my generofity te my un-contending 
Rofebud.—. And fometimes do I qualify my ardent 
afpirations after even this very fine creature, by this 
reflection : — That the charming’*ft woman on earth, 
were fhe an emprefs, can excel the meaneft, in the 
cuftomary vifibles only.— Such is the equality of the 
difpenfation, to the psince and the peafant, in thig 
prime gift, Woman. . : 

Well, but what was the refult of this involuntary 
7 pulic on my part? Wouldft thou not think, I 

: was 
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was taken at my offer ?— An offer fo folemnly made, 
and on one knee too ? , 

No fuch thing !—The pretty trfler let me off as 

eafily as I could have wifhed. | 2 

er brother’s project, and to find, that there we 
no hopes of a reconciliation for her; and the appre- 
henfion fhe had of the mifchiefs that might enfue — 
Thefe, not my offer, nor love of me, were the caufes 
to which fhe afcribed all her fweet confufion.—High- 
treafon the a/cription againft my fovereign pride— To 
make marriage with me, but a fecond-place refuge ! 
-—-and as good as to tell me, that her confufton was 
owing to her concern, that there were no hopes, that 
my enemies would accept of her intended offer to re- 
nounce a man, who had ventured his life for her, and 
was ftill ready to run the fame rifk in her behalf ! 

I re-urged her to make me happy — But I was to 
be poftponed to her coufin Morden’s arrival. On 
him are now placed all her hopes. : 

]-raved ; but to no purpofe. | “ee 

Another Jetter was to be fent, or had been fent, to 
her aunt Hervey ; to which fhe hoped an anfwer. 

Yet fometimes, I think, that fainter and fainter 
would have been her procraftinations, -had I been a 
man of courage.—But fo fearful was I of offending |—~ 

A confounded thing | The man to be fo bafhful ; 
the lady to want fo much courting !— How fhall two 
fuch.come together ; no kind mediatrefs in the way ? © 

But I can’t help it: I muft be contented. ’*Tis 
feldom, however, that a love fo ardent meets with a 
. fpirit fo refigned in the fame perfon. But true love, 
] am now convinced, only wifhes :- Nor has it any 
active will but that of the adorable object. 

' But, O the charming creature ! again to mention 
London of herfelf !—Had Singleton’s plot been of my 
own contriving,-it could net have been a happier ex- 
pedient to haiten her thither; after fhe had a 

; r 


23Q The History of 
her journey ;—for what reafon deferr’d it, I cannet 


divine.. | 

I inclofe the letter from Jofeph Leman, which I 
mentioned to thee in mine of Monday laft (2), with 
my anfwer to it. I cannot refift the vanity that urges 
me to the communication. Otherwife, it were bet- 
ter, perhaps, that I fuffer thee to imagine, that this 
Lady’s ftars fight againft her, and difpenfe the oppor- 


tunities in my favour, which are only the confequences 


of my own fuperlative invention... 


LETTER XLV. 


JosrrH Leman, Yo Ropert Lovexrace, Efg;: 


HE acquaints Mr..Lovelace of the profecution in-- 


tended to be fet up againft him, by his mafters, for 
a Rape upon Mifs Betterton, whom, by a ftratagem, he 
had got into his hands ; and who af 


fays, that his Honour went abroad to avoid the pro- 


fecution which the lady’s relations otherwife would: 
have fet on foot. And that-his mafters will not reft: 


‘till they get the Bettertons to commence it. 


_ Jofeph tells him, that this was one of the ftories. 
which ’Squire Solmes was to tell his yeung Lady of). 


would fhe have heard him (4). 


. He defires him. to let him know, if his Honour’s. 


life is in danger fram this profecution 5 and hopes, if 
it be, ¢ that he will not be hanged like as a common 


© man; but only have his head cut off, or fo; and 
© that he will xathele/s think of his faithful Jofeph Le-— 


© man, before his head fhall be condemned, becaufe 


© afterwards he underftands, that all will be the. 


* king’s, or the /hreeve’s.’ 


Heé 
(4) Letter xxxiii. p.177. . (b) See Vol, Ul. ~.81, 82. 


erwards died.in- 
child-bed ; the child ftill living, but, as Jofeph fays, not: 
regarded by his Honour.zm te leaf, His matters, he. 
fays,: call it a very vile affaix ; but God forbid that he.- 
fhould, without his Honour’s leave. He hears, he. 
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He then acquaints him, that Captain Singleton, and 
his young mafter and young miftrefs, are often in clofe 
conference tagether ; and that his young mafter faid, 
before his face, ta the captain, that bis bead bailed 
ouer for revenge upon his Honour; and at the fame 
time praifed him (Jofeph) to the captain, for his fide- 
lity and for his good head, altho’ he looked fo feelie. 
And then he offers his fervices, in order to prevent 
mifchief, and to deferve his bounty, and his favour, 
as to the Blue Boar Inn, which he hears fo goad an 
account of— , 

© And then the Blue Boar is not all neither (fays 
$ Jofeph), fince, and pleafe your Honour, the pretty 

Sow [God forgive me for jefting in fo ferious a 
matter] runs in my head likewife. I believe I thall 
love her mayhap more than age Hanour would 
have me; for fhe begins to be kind and good- 
humoured, and liftens; and pleafe. yqur Honour, 
like as if fhe was among beans, when I talk about the 
Blue Boar, and all that.’ res no fe 

‘ Pray your Honour forgive the jefting of a poor 
plain man. We common folks have our joys, 
and pleafe your Honour, like as our betters have ; 
and if we be fometimes fnubbed, we ean find our 
underlings to {nub again: And if not, we can get a 
wife, mayhap; and {nub her: So are mafters fom 
how or other.ourfelves” : -_ 
He then tells him how much his confcience {mites 
him for what he has done; fimce, but for the ftories 
his Honour taught him, it wauld have been snpofhble 
for his. old matters, and his lady, to have been fo 
hard-bearted as thay were, notwith{tanding the malice 
of his young mafkex and young, miftref. 

“And here is the fad thing, (proceeds he) ; they can- 
© not come to:clear up.matters with my deareft young 
‘ lady, becaufe, as your Honowr hag ardeved it, they: 
“ have thefe {faries ag if bribed oyt of your Hanour’s 
© fervant ; which naudt aot ke known, for fear your 

_ * Honour 
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© Honour fhould kill him and me too, and blacken 


the bribers !|--Ah,. your Honour ! — I doubt, your 
Honour, as that Iam a very vile fellow, — Lord 
blefs my foul! and did not intend it.’ | 
‘ But if my deareft young lady fhould come to 
harm, and pleafe your Honour, the Horfepond at 
.the Blue Boar—But Lord preferve me from all bad 
mifchiefs, and all bad ends, I pray the Lord !— 
For tho’ your Honour ts kind to me in worldly 
pelf, yet what fhall a man get to lofe bis foul, as holy 
{cripture fays, and pleafe your Honour ?” 
‘ But nathelefs } am in hope of repentance here- 
after, being but a young man, if I do wrong thro’ 
ignorance ; your Honour being a great man, and a 
great wit ; and Ia poor creature, not worthy notice; 
and your Honour able to anfwer for all. But how- 
foeverlam | . 
| Your Honour’ s faithful fervant in all duty, — 
| JosepH LEMAN. 
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April 15 and 16. | | 
LETTER XLVI. 


Mr. LovELACcE, To JosepH LEMAN. 
, isa April 17. 
HE tells him, That the affair of Mifs Betterton 
was a youthful frolick : That there was no Rape 
in the cafe: — That he went not abroad on her ac- 
count: That fhe loved him, and he loved her: Yet 
that fhe was but a tradefman’s daughter; the father 


grown rich, and aiming at a new line of gentry : “Phat 


he never pretended marriage to her: That indeed 
they would have had her join to profecute htm: And 
that fhe owed her death to her friends barbarity, 
becaufe ‘fhe would mot. “Fhe boy, he fays, is a 
fine boy; no father need to be afhamed of him: 
_ That he had twice, unknown to the aunt who had 
the care of him, been to fee him; and would have 

ay ‘provided 
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provided for him, had there been occafion. But that 
the whole family were fond of the child, tho’ they 
were fo wicked as to curfe the father. 

Thefe, he fays, were his rules in all his amours : 
‘ To fhun common women: To marry off a for- 
‘ mer miftrefs, before he took a new one: To fet the 


‘ mother above want, if her friends were cruel: To: 


‘ maintain a lady handfomely in her lying-in: To 
‘ provide for the little one, according to the mother’s 
‘ degree: And to go in mourning for her, if fhe 
“ dy’d im childbed :’——He challenges Jofeph to find 
out a man of more honour than himfelf in thefe re- 
fpects. No wonder, he tells him, that the women 
love him as they do. 

There is no room to fear for either his head or his 
neck, he tells him, from this affair: * A lady dying 
in childbed eighteen months ago; no procefs begun 
in her life-time ; herfelf refufing to profecute: Pretty 
circumftances, Jofeph, to found an indictment for 
a Rape upon !—Again, I fay, I loved her: She was 
taken from me by her brutal friends while our joys 
were young. —But enough of dear Mifs Betterton. 
— Dear, I fay— For death indears !— Reft to her 
worthy foul !— There, Jofeph, off went a deep 
figh to the memory of Mifs Betterton !’_ 

e encourages him in his jefting — ‘ Jefting, fays 
he, better becomes a poor man than qualms. All 
we fay, all we do, all we with for, isa jeft: He 
that makes it not fo, is a fad fellow, and has the 
worlt of it. — Whoever grudges a poor man joy; 
© ought to have none himfelf.’  s | 

He applauds him for his love to his young Lady : 
Profeffes his honourable defigns by her: Values him- 
felf upon his word ; and appeals to him on this head : 
© You know, Jofeph, fays he, that I have gone be- 
* yond my promifes to you. I do to every-body : 
“ And why !— Becaufe it is the beft way of fhewing, 
¢ that I have not a grudging or narrow fpirit. A jut 
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‘ man will keep his promife: A generous man ‘wilk 
* go beyond it. ‘That is my rule.’ 

He lays it wholly at the Lady’s doer, that they are 
not marry’d; and laments the diftance fhe keeps him 
at ; which he attributes.to Mifs. Howe, who, he fays, 
is for ever putting her upon contrivances; which is 
the reafon, he tellshim, that has obliged him to play 
off the people at Harlowe-Place upon Mrs. Howe, by 
his affiftance. - 

He then takes advantage of the hints Jofeph gives: 
him of Singleton and James Harlowe’s clofe con- 


ferences : — * Since Singleton, fays he, who has de-. - 


‘ pendencies upon James Harlowe, is taught ta have: 
‘ fo good an opinion of you, Jofeph, cannot you _ 


© (ftill pretending an abhorrénce of me, and of mv | 


£ contrivances) propofe to Singleton to propofe to 
‘ James Harlowe (who fo much thirfts for revenge 
* upon me), to affidt him with his whole fhip’s crew, 
€ upon occafion, to carry off his fifter, to Leith, 
‘ where both have houfes, or elfewhere !’ 

_ © You may tell them, ‘that if this. can be effected, 
* it will make me raving mad; and bring your young 
¢ Lady into all their meafures. You-can inform them,. 
‘ as from my fervant, of the diftance fhe keeps me 
‘ at, in hopes of procuring her father’s forgivenefs,. 
¢ ” cruelly giving me up, ifinfifted upon. ‘That as 
* the only fecret my fervant has kept from you, is, 
¢ the place we are in, you make no doubt, that a two 
€ guinea bribe will bring:that out, and alfo an informa- 
© tion when I fhall be at diftance from her, that the 
‘- enterprize may be fafely conducted. You may tell 
* them (ftill as from -my fervant) that we are about 
* removing from inconvenient lodgings to others more 
* convenient (which is true); and that I muft be often 
* abfent from her.’ | 

‘ If they liften to your propofal, you will promote 

“ your intereft with Betty, by telling it to her as a 

“ fecret, -Betty -will tell Arabella of it. Arabella fe 
i, | : * De 
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be overjoy’d at. any thing that will help forward her 
revenge upon me; and will reveal it (if her brother 
do not) to her uncle Antony. He probably wil) 
whifper it to Mrs. Howe. She can keep nothing 
from her daughter, tho’ they are always jangling, 
Her daughter will acquaint my beloved with it 
And if it will not, or if it will, come to my ears 

from fome of thofe, you can write it to me, as in 
confidence, by way of preventing mifchief, which is 
the ftudy of us both. I can then fhew it to my be- 
loved. Then will fhe be for placing a greater confi- 
dence in me. That will convince me of her love, 
which now I am fometimes ready to doubt. She will 
be for haftening to the fafer lodgings. I fball have a 
pretence to ftay about her perfon, as a guard. She 
will be convinced, that there is no ac eee of a 


reconciliation, You can give James and Singleton 


continual falfe {cents, as I fhali direét you; {0 that 
no mifchief can poffibly happen.’ . : 

¢ And what will be the happy, happy, thrice 
bappy confequence ?— The lady: will be. mine, in 
an honourable way. We fhall all be friends in 
good time. The two guineas will be an agreeable 
addition to the many gratuities 1 have help’d you to, 
by like contrivances, from this ftingy family. Your 
reputation,. both for head and heart, will be 
heighten’d. ‘Fhe Blue Boar will alfo be yours. 
Nor fhall you have the leaft difficulty about raifing 
money to buy the ftock, if it be worth your while: 
to have it.’ | 4 
¢ Betty will likewife then be yours. You have both. 
faved money, it feems. The whole Harlowe family, 
whom you have fo faithfully ferv’d [’Tis ferving. 
them furely, to prevent the mifchief which their 
violent fan would have brought upon them], will 
throw you in fomewhat towards houfekeeping. 
will ftill add to your ftare. So, nothing but happinefs 
before you !? ' | . 
» : ¢ Crow, 
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© Crow, Jofeph, crow! A dunghil of your own 
in view: Servants to fnub at your pleafure: A 
wife to quarrel with, or to. love, as your humour 
leads you: Landlord and Landlady at every word : 
To be paid, inftead of paying, for your eating and 
drinking.— But not thus happy only in yourfelf— 
Happy in promoting peace and reconciliation be- 
tween two good families, in the long run ; without 
hurting any chriftian foul— O Jofeph, honeft Jo- 
feph! what envy will you raife !— And who would 
be fqueamifh with fuch profpects before him!’ . | 
© This one labour crowns your work. If you car 
‘ get but fuch a defign entertained by them, whether 
‘ they profecute it or not, it will be equally to the 
‘ purpofe of 


RaAankRanawan a’ 


Your loving friend, | 
R, LovEvace, 


LE T TSE-2- XLV. | 
 Adifs CrarissA HARLowE, To Ars. HERVEY,’ 
[ Inclofed in her laft to Mifs Howe. ] 


Honoured Madam, Thurfday, April 20 
AVING not had ‘the favour of an anfwer to a 
letter I took-the liberty to write to you. on thé 
rth, I am in fome hopes that it may. have mifcarried ; 
for I had much rather it fhould, than to have the 
mortification to think, that my aunt Hervey deem’d 
me unworthy of the honour of her notice. 
In this hope, having kept a copy of it, and not 
being able to exprefs myfelf in terms better fuited to 


the unhappy circumftance of things, I tranfcribe and | 


inclofe what I then wrote (a). And I humbly befeech 
you to favour the contents of it with your intereft. 
Hitherto it is in my power to perform what I under- 
‘take for in this letter; and it would be very grievous 
to 
(4) The contents of this letter are given p. 140, 142. 
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to me to be precipitated upon meafures, which may 
render the defireable reconciliation more difficult. 

If, Madam, I were permitted to write to you with’ ’ 
the hopes of being anfwer’d, I could clear my inten-. 
tion. with regard to the ftep I have taken, altho’ I 
could not acquit myfelf, perhaps, to fome of my 
fevereft judges, of am imprudence previous to it— 
You, I am fure, would pity me, if you knew alf I 
could fay, and how miferable I am in the forfeiture 
of the ‘good opinion of all my friends. 

I flatter myfelf, that their favour is yet retrievable. 
But whatever be the determination at Harlowe-Place, 
do not you, my deareft aunt, deny me the favour of a 
few lines, to inform me if there can be any hope of a 
reconciliation upon terms lefs fhocking than thofe 
heretofore endeavoured to be impofed upon mé; or 
if, which God forbid! I am to be for ever repro- 
bated. Se. ne . + 

At leaft, my dear aunt, procure for me the juftice 
ef my wearing apparel, and the little money, and 
other things, which I wrote to my fifter for, and men- 
tion in the inclofed to you; that I may not be de- 
ftitute of common conveniencies, or be under a necef- 
fity to owe an obligation for fuch, where (at prefent,. 
however) I would leaft of all owe it. | 

Allow me to fay, that had I defigned what hap- 
pened, I might, as to the money and jewels, at leaft, 
have faved myfelf fome of the mortifications which. 
I have fuffer’d, and which I ftill farther apprehend, 
if my requeft be not comply’d with. 

If you are permitted to encourage an eclairciffement 
of what [hint, I will open my whole heart to you,, 

and inform you of every thing. | : 

If it be any pleafure to have me mortify’d, be 
pleafed to let it be known, that I am pouinian | mor - 
tify’d: And yet it is sntirely from my own reflections 
that Iam fo :—Having nothing to find fault with, in the 
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behaviour of the perfon from whom every evil was 
apprehended. | oe 
The bearer having bufinefs your way, will bring 
me your anfwer on Saturday morning, if you favour 
me according to my hopes. I knew not that I fhoul¢ 
have this opportunity cill I had wrote the above. 
Iam, my deareft aunt, : 
| Your ever-dutiful 


Cr. Hartowe. 


Be pleafed to dire&ted for me, if I am to be fa- 


voured with a few lines, to be left at Mr. OF 


ood’s near Soho-fquare; and nobody fhall eves 
now of your goodnefs to me, if you defire it to 
be kept a fecret. 


- LETTER XLVI. 
Mijfs Howe, To Mifs CLarissA HARLOWE. 
- Sat. April 22. 
I Cannot for my life account fer your wretch’s teaz~ 
ing ways. But he certainly doubts: your love of 
him. In this he is a mode/# man, as well as fomebody 


elfe; and tacitly confefles, that he does not deferve 
It 


onions [teftify’d ftill more in your letterto your aunt] 
Your often-repeated regrets for meeting him; for 
being betrayed away by him: ‘Thefe he cannot bear. 
 T have been retrofpecting the whole of his conduét, 
and comparing it with his general character ; and find, 
that he is more confi/fently, more uniformly, mean, re- 
vengeful, and proud, than either of us once ima- 
in’d. ; | 

. From his cradle, as I may fay, as an only child, and 
a boy, humourfome, fpotled, mifchievous; the go- 
vertior of'his zovernors, 
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A libertine in his riper years, hardly regardful of 
appearances ; and defpifing the Sex in general, for the 
faults of particulars of it, who made themfelves too 
cheap to him. 7 | 

What has been his behaviour in your family, a 
CLARIssA in view (from the time your foolith bro- 
ther was obliged to take a life from him) but defrance 
fos defiances?—Getting you into his power by terror, 
by artifice. What politenefs can be expe@ed from 
fuch a man? 

Well, but what in fuch 2 fituation is to be done? 
— Why, you muft defpife him— You muft hate him— 
if you can—and run away from him—But whither ? 
—Efpecially now that your brother is laying fooliff 
plots to. put you in a ftzll worfe condition, as it may 
happen ? | 


But if you cannot defpife and hate him—lIf you care 
not to break with him, you muft part with fome pun- 
Gilio’s.; and if the fo doing bring not on the folemnity, 
you muft put yourfelf into the protection of the ladies 
of his family. : 

Their refpeét for you is of itfelf a fecurity for 

his honour, if there could be any‘room for doubt. 
And at leaft you fhould remind him of his offer to 
bring one of the Mifs Montague’s to attend you at 
your new lodgings in ‘town, and accompany you, till 
all is happily over. : 
!  "Phis, you’ll fay, will be as good‘as declaring your- 
‘| felf to be his, And folet it. You ought not now to 
| think of any thing elfe but to be 47s. Does not your 
brother’s project convince you nrore and more’ of 
this? 2 ty | . 

Give over then, my deareft friend, any thoughts of 
this hopelefs reconciliation, which has kept you ba- 
lancing thus long. You own, in the letter before me, 
that he made very explicit offers, tho’ you give me 
not the very words: —And he gavevhis reafons, I’ per- 

saa ceive, 


2400s he: Hismdzy df 
weive,: with: his:.wifhes that. you feculd ; 


. Which very few of the.forry fellowsda; we Bbfe ples 
. 38 generally but.a compliment:to our felf-lave+-Faat 


we muft love them, however Pectin nucas: and am- 
worthy, becaufe they lrva use : ee Pe re 
Were L:in your. place, and had your carers ck: 


veacies, I fhould, pevhaps; de mapa) as .ANandioubt 


ar I. fhould expe& that the: man dhould urge) me 
with refpeCtful. warmth; thdt :he -thauld -fapplicate 
with conftancy, and that all his words’ ‘arid> adkions 
fhauld tend. to the one ‘principal -point-—Neverthelefs, 


‘if I fufpeéted art or delay, founded upon his doubtsof 


-my love, I would: either condefeend to- clear: up ‘his 
_ doubts, or renounce him for.ever 


And in this laft cafe, I,. your Anna Howe, would 


‘exert myfelf, and either find you a private merieee or 


. refolye to-fhare fortunes.with you - - + 


Pr 


. What a wretch,. to be fo eafily anfwer'd by. 


reference to. the. arrival of your.coufin Morden? "But 


Iam afraid that you was too {crupulous | or did he 


- not refentthat reference ? 


- eo 


Could we have-4is-account of the matter, d finey, 
my dear, I fhould thirik you over-nice, over-delicate: 
Had- you: laid hold ‘of his acknowleged explicitnefs, 


*; he would have been. as.much-in. your. power,y. as: now 


_ you feem to be in bis ?—You wanted: notito.be told, 


that the perfon who had been tricked into:fu¢h a. ftep 


. as you had:taken,- muft of. neceflity fubmic. to- many 
. mortifications. 


But were it to. me, a girl of fpisit, as Lam thought 


‘ to be, Ido affure:-you, I would in a. quarter. of an 
-hour (all the time I would allow to pundGilio in fach 
a cafe. as-.yours): know: what he drives..at... Simce 


either he muft mean weil or sii. . If. zi/,. the {coner 
you krjow it, the better. If wed, whofe modefty is 


ithe diftreffles, but that of his own wife? 


_ And methinks you 1 amas eneay our to avoid all 
-. * ¢xall pe - 
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exasperating, recriminations, 45 to what you have heard 
of his failure m ir dengplaly peared while ou are fo 
bappy, as not to have.oc to fpeak of them by 
experience. 7 

1 grant, that. it gives a worthy. mind fome fatisfaCtion, 
in having borne its teftimony againft a bad one: But 
if the teitimony be not feafanably -barne, and .when 
the faulty pesfon be.fitted to receive the correction, it 
may probably rather harden, or make an hypocrites 
than reclaim him. ae 

I am pleafed, however, as well as you, with :bis 
making ‘light of your brother’s .wife project.—Poor 
creature |—And muft mafter Jemmy Harlowe, with 
his half-wit, pretend to plot, and contrive mifchief, 

et rail at Lovelace for the fame things?—A witty vil- 
fin deferves hanging at once (and without sear i 
if you pleafe); but a half-witted one deferves broken 
banes firft, and\hanging afterwards I think Love- 
lace has given his charatter in few words. \ 

Be angry at me, if you pleafe ; but as fure as you 
are alive, now ,that.this poor creature, whom fome 
call.your brother, finds he has fucceeded in making . 
you, fly your father’shoufe, and that he has nothing to 
fear but your getting into your wz, and into an inde- 
pendence of him, .but..he thinks himfelf equal to any 
thing, and fo has a mind to fight Lovelace with hg 
own weapons ? oo | 

Don’t you remember his pragmatical triumph, as 
told you by your aunt, and prided im by that fawcy 
Betty Barnes, from his own foolifh mouth (a)? 

T expect nothing from your letter to your aunt. [J 
Aope Lovelace will never know she contents of it. In 
ribet Ac of yours, I fee. that he as warmly refents as 
he dares, the little confidence you have in him. [I 


fhould refent it.too, were J him ; and knew I deferyed 
better. , 


(a) See Vol. IT. p. 300, 301304, 305. ‘ 
Vou. Il. M . Don't 
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. ‘Don’t .be. fcrupulous about cleaths, if you. thinks of 
a siperrouctel into the. proteétion of the ladies. of his 
| ‘They. know how matters ftand between you 
and your. relations ; -and love you never the worfe for 
their oo to money, why will, yOu. deg m8 
offer in vain? 
t Lknow you won't demand pofleffion, of. your eftate. 

But give hima right to. demand | it’ ‘for you; and that 
will be ftill better... 7 = 


, Adieu, my dear |—May ‘Heaven guide and diredt 


yu in all your fteps, is the daily prayerof 
mf ae euer- i ea aud ad foithfel 
Ft ty a ANNA Howe. 
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. Friday; April bry 
TH U; Lovelace, hat fae 10 the entertainers: 
| I the: gitertainid. ‘Nor have J 1 folicitous toy 
animadvert, a$ thou -wenteft along, upon: thy jnven- 
_ tions, -and their tendency, For I believed, that with; 
all thy airs, the unequ alled perfeGtions. and: fine quali-- 
— thes.qf this lady: would always be: her prote&ion and 
fecurity:. But now; that 1 find, thou haft:{e far fuc~. 
weeded, a8 to induce her: to come-to town,- and. to! 
choofe:her lodgings in a houfe, the people .of -which. 
will too probably -danip: and feppref§ any‘ honourable, 
motions, which may arife'in thy mind in her -favouss ; 
I canpotvhelp caanseing > — chet protean y ts Mer 
“bebalf. .. votre Dy 
> ‘My inducernenta to this. are fiot. owing to vinteiaei- 
“But if they were, what hope- ‘could. I haveot npmect 
thee; by-pleds drifingifromit?-. 2 on 
-*:Norswauld fuch aman sa ciuceaat be-deters’d, wees y 
I to remind thee of the vengeance which) 4heu:mayetti 
one day. expedt;ciftthou infultett: alwiman: of bet: cha 
fates ee meena toe ar ip (a ty sie ip an 
= e! hes c 
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' Wither’ are gratitude and honour’ motives be 
fhientioned in a wornan’s favour, to men, fuch as wd 
are, who confider all thofe of the fex as fair prize; 
wiom we can obtain a power over. For our honaut; 
and Aoncur in the general acceptation of the word, aré 
two things. i Pai ws 
What then is my motive ?—Why, the true friend- 
fhip that I bear thee, Lovelace ; which makés mé 
lead Thy own fake; and Thy family’s fake, in thé 
joftice thou oweft to this incomparable creature ; who, 
however, fo ‘well deferves to have her fake tobe 
mentioned as the principal confideration. | 
‘ Eaft ‘time I was at M. Hall, thy noble uncle fo 
earneftly prefled me to ufe my intereft to perfuade 
thee to enter the pale, and-gave me fo many family- 
reafons for it, that I could not help engaging myJelf 
heartily on his fide of the queftion ; and the rather, as 
I knew, that thy own intentions with regard to this 
fine-woman, were then worthy of ber.» And of thig’ 
Paffured ‘his tordfhip.; who: was»:half-afraid: of ‘thee, 
bevaufe of the iH ufage thou received{t. from: her fav 
milys | But.now, that the cafe is altered, let me prefs 
the matter home to thee’from other:confiderations. . 
(By what'f have heatd of this lady’s-perfections ‘from: 
every mouth, as well as from thine; and from every: 
letter ‘thou: haft written, where wilt thou find fuck: 
akother woman? And why fhouldft thou tempt her. 
virtae.?=— Why fhouldft thou be for trying, where’ 
there is noregionto doubt? ee 
: Were 1 im -thy. cafe; and .defigned:to marry, and: 
if I preferred a lady, as I know thou doft This, to all’ 
the wonren in the world, Efhould dread to make fur- 
ther: tryal, knowing what we know of. the fex, for 
fear of fucceeding ; and: efpecially if I doubted nos;; 
that if .there were a womam inthe world virtuous‘ at 
hears titwedhe; 8 soto cow oe 
And let me telithed, Lovelace, that: in this: lady’s 
fituation, the tryal is not a: fair tryal—Confidering 
A M2 : the 


. 
Ne 


™/ 


rt) 
4 
* 


244 The History of * 

the depth of thy plots and contrivances: Canfidering 
the opportunities which I fee thou muft have with her, 
in fpite of her own heart; all her relations follies ating 
in concert, tho” unknown: to themfelves, ‘with: oy 
wicked {cheming head : esate: how ‘deftitute’ ol 
protéGtion ‘fhe is: Confidering the houfé ‘the js: to’ be 
in, ‘where fhe will be farrounded’ with thy ‘iple 
nents 5" /pectous,well-bred, and gente] creatures, fot 
eafily to be detected when the are dipoied ta pre- 
Serve appearances, {pecially by a young, inexpe- 
rienced lady wholly unacquainted with the town= 
Confidering all thefe things, I fay,—what glory, what 


‘Paufe of ‘triumph, wilt-thou have, jf fhe fhould:be 
- overcome!—Thou, tao, a man born for intrigue, 


full of mvention, intrepid, retnorfelefs, able patient 
to watch for thy opportunity ; not hyrried, as ma 
qnen, by gufts of violent paffian, which often -nip a 


putting ‘out its horns to. meet the inviter; withdraw 


into its fhell—A man who has no regard to his word 
‘or oath.to the fex ; the lady fcrupuloufly ftri&t-to ber 


~ 


ord, incapable of art or defign ; apt therefore-to 


believe well of others—It ‘would be a miracle. if fhe 
“food fuch an attempter,.fuch attempts, and fich 


fnares, as I {ee will be laid for her. And after all, I 


_fee not when men are fo frail without importuni y) 


-that fo much fhould be expected from women, daugh- 


_ ters of the fame fathers and mothers, and made up of 
~ the fame brittle compounds [education all the differy 
ence}, nor-where the triumph ‘is in fubduing them. : 
'- May there not be other: Lovelaces, thou atket, © 
who, attracted by her beauty, may endeavour to pre- | 
vail with her? a a ae 
No; there cannot, I anfwer, be fuch another’ mah, 
, perfon, mind, fortune, and thy character, .as-above 
* given, taken in.-If thou imaginedft there could; fuch 
: 7 a pride, that théu wouldit think the’ worfe of . 


’ 
wy. 


te 


But 


ees 
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_ But let: me touch upon thy predominant paffion, _ 
Revenge; for Love [ What cart be the love of a rake 7] 
is but fecomd to that, a¢ § have often told thee, th 
# has fet thee into raving at me—What poor pretehce$ 
for revenge.are the difficulties thou hadft in petting 
her off; allowing that fhe had rurt a rifque of bein 
Solmes’s wife, had fhe ftaid ; her injunctions fo cru+ 
elly turn’d upon her; and her preference of thé 
fingle life !— If thefe are other than pretences, why 
thankeft thou not thofe who threw her into th 
power ?— Befides, are not the pretences thou make 
for further trial, moft ingratefully, as well as contra+ 
diCtorily, founded upon the fuppofition of error ip 
her, occafioned by her favour totheeP = |. 
. And let me, for the utter confufion of thy poor 
pleas of this nature, afk thee—Would fhe, in thy 

opinion, had fhe willingly gone off with thee, have 

been: intiled to better quarter? For a miffrefs iti- 
deed fhe might: But wouldft thou for a wife have 
had caufe t6 like her half fo well, asnow? == 

_. That fhe loves thee, wicked as thou art, and criel 


_as a panther, there isno reafon to doubt. Yet, what 
a command has fhe over herfelf, that fuch a peretrate- 
“ing felf-flatterer as thyfelf, art fometimes ready to 
doubt it? Fho’ perfecuted on the one hand, as fhe 


was, by her own family, and attracted on the other, 
by the fplendor of thme ; every one of whom wifhes 
for, and courts her to rank herfelf among them? ' 

__"Phou wilt perhaps think, that I have departed 
from my propofition, and pleaded the /ady’s Jake 
more than thine in the above—But no fuch thing. 
All that [have written, is more in thy behalf than 
in hers—Since fhe may make thee happy—But it is 


_hext to impoffible, I fhould think, if fhe preferves her 
_ delicacy, that thou canft make her fo. I heed not 


give my reafons. : Thou’lt have ingenuity enough, I 


- dare fay, were there occafion for it, to fubfcenbe to 


My Opinion, - 
e M 3 ee | 
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+] plead--nét forthe ftate from any great liking: tp 
teri into it.. But as thou art the laft of thy name; 
as thy family is of note and figure in thy countrys 
and .a$ thou ‘thyfelf thinkeft ‘that thoi . fhalt cone 
day ‘marry ‘is it: poffible, let me. afk thee,: :that 
‘thou canft have fuch another opportunity as: thou 
now haft, if thou letteft this flip? A lady,:in: ber: fa- 
mily and fortune, not unworthy of thine own; [tho’ 
‘thou art fo apt, from pride of anceftry, and. pride of 
heart, to fpeak flightly of the families thou diflikeft]; 
fo celebrated for beauty:;. and fo noted at the :fame 
time for prudence, for. foul (I will. fay,.inflead ‘of 
fenfe), and tor WOE oe Ve ae eee ag 
lf thou art not ‘fo narrow-minded an elf, as to pre- 
fer thy own fnple fatisfaGtion to pofferity, thou, who 
fhouldft with to beget children for duration, wile-not 
‘poftpone tll the rake’s ufual ime; that is to. fay, til 
- difeafes ‘or years, or both, Jay. hold of thee; fince ‘im 
that cafe thou wouldft heperintigrd to a ee the 
-thy ‘legitimate progeny for. giving-them 2. Being -dlto- 
: yeh eaiiratle 7A. Being, Shick they will be obliged 
‘to:hold upon 2 worfe tenure than that tenant-courtefy, 
‘which thou calleft the dor? (a); to wit,-upon the 
doé?or’s courtefy; thy ‘defcendents alfo propagating 
(if they fhall live,and be able to propagate) a wretched 
‘Yade, that fhall*intail: the curfe, or the reafon for it, 
upon remote generations. oe eee 
Wicked as the.fober world accounts us, we have 
not yet, it is tobe hoped, ‘got over‘all compun@tion. 
Altho’ we find religion againft us, we have not.-yet 
prefumed to make a religion to fuit our practices. We 
defpife thofe who do. And we know better than to 
be even doubters. In fhort, we believe a future ftate 
of rewards arid pinifhments. But as’‘we'have fo mutch 
youth and health in hand, we hope to have time for 
_Fepentance. That is to fay, in plain Englifh [Nor 


think 
(a) See p. 146. 
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think thou me toa grave, Lovelace: Thou-art grave 
fometimes, tho’ nat often}, we hope‘ta live to fen{e, 
as Jong: as. fenfe can relith, and purpole to reforga 
whem sve can fis no longer. 

: And fall. this admirable woman faffer for her ge 
acts. endeavours ta fet.an foot th reformation 5 
and for infifting upon proofs of the lincerity. of id 
ptofedfions, before the will be thine? 

.. Upon the whole matter, let me with thee to cone 
‘fider well. what thou art about, before thou goat a 
.ftép farther.in the path which thou haft chalk’d out 
‘for. ‘thyfelf. to. tread; and art. juft going to ester into. 
-Hitherta:all is fo far right, that if the lady mi/fru/f 
thy honour, fhe has no proofs. Be honeft to her, then, 
nder:fenfe of the word. -None.of thy companions, 
thou .knoweft, will offer to laugh at what theu doft, 
And if they fbou/d (on-thy entering ‘into: a fate 
‘avhich. has been fo much ridiculed.by thee, : and by all 
spf a8}, thou baft one! ee ‘dt.is this $ ‘that vii 

‘candk not:be afhamed.. 
: Defersing tonthe poi lay: ta: nlole. any: Jeter, I find 


rena dofe far. my:couhin Ofgood,.to‘be forwarded to: the 


Jady..: In. was brought: within thefe: two. hovte. bya 


particular hand, and has a Haslowe-feal upon it, . As- 


% 


we. may therefore be of importance, 1 difpatch it wich 


my: own, by my fervant, poit-hafte (@}. . 
[ fuppote you will foon bein. town, ‘Without the 
lady, hope. Farewel. | 


owe Be honeft, and be betty. 
‘Bat pea y >) Te 
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6 a ): the letter was fo her Ater Arabella, Se r Ege. i 
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ae » Hervey, To ‘Mifs CLARISSA HaRLow®. | i 
fin axfoxt to Letteh xvi. . nt 

Dear Niece, a8 BA one: 


I" would be hard not to write a few lites fo much 
prefled to write, to one I ever loved: Your. for- 
mer letter ] received, yet was not at liberty to anfwer 
it. I break ty word to anfwer you now. 
| a ¢ informations are. évery .day reteivéd about 
The wretch you ate with, we are. told, is 
every hour triumphinig and. vapte ng—Muft not thefe 
informations aggravate? ‘You know the uncontroul- 
ablenefs of the man. Hé loves his own humour bettes 
_ than he loves you—tho’ fo fine a creature-as you are ! 
I warn’d you over and over: No young lady was ever 
more warn’ d as Mifs Clarifia Harlowe to do Kich a 


An might have given your frierids. the meeting, 
G you had de/d your .averlion, it would have been 
connl *d with. As foon as I was intrufted myfelf 
with their intention to give-up the point, I gave yout 
a hint—a dark one perhayy (a)!— Bat who svould 
have thought— O .Mifs !|— Sach an artful fight }— 
Such cunning preparation |. . 

But yon want. to clear up. things+-Wbat edn. S 
clear up? Are you not gone off?——With a Lovelace 
too f-—What, ay eat, Would you clear up? | 

“You did not tfign to go, you fay. Why did vod 
meet him then, chariot-and-fix, horfemen, all pre- 
pared by him? O, my dear, how Art produces Art ! 
~~ Will it be believed ?— If it would, what power 
Will ‘he be thought to have had over you !== He b~ 
Who ? — Lovelace! —.The vileft o Ghertines | 
Over ‘who PA le Harliwe | — Was your 


é ave 
fa) See Vol, XI. p. 302, 
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love for fuch a man above your reafon?— Above 
your refolution ?—<' What crédit ‘would a belief of 
this,. jf believed, bring you? How mend the 
matter ?— Oh! that you had ftood the next meet- 
; 2 ee: Bae, a ee 


bos ae oe, Pe 

TU tell you all that was intended, if you had. 

It was indeed imagined, that you would not have 
Been’ able.to refift your father’s intreaties and com? 
mands. ~ He Was refolved to be all condefcenfion, if 
anew you ‘had not provoked him. J love my Clary 
Harlowe, {aid he, but an hour before the killing tide- 
mgs were brought him; J love her as my lifes I will 
kneel to her, if nothing elfe will do, to prevail upon ber. 
10 oblige mel pee ee aa 
Your father and mother (reverfe to what fhould 
have been!) would have humbled themfelves to you: 


_And if you could have denied them, and refufed 


to fign the fettlements previous to the meeting, they 
would have yielded, altho’ with regret. | a 
But it was prefumed, fo naturally fweet your tem- 
per, fo felf-denying, as they thought you, that you 
could “not have withftood them, notwithftanding afl 
your diflike of the ove man, without a greater degree 
of headftrong paffion for the other, than you had given 
any of us reafon to expect from you. 
Fe you had, the meeting on Wedneldzy would 
have been a lighter trial to you. ‘You would have 


‘been ‘prefented to all-your aflembled friends, witha 


fhort fpeech only, ¢ That this was the young creature, 
« till very lately faultlefs, coridefcending, -and ob- 
* tiping, now having caufe to glory in a triumph over 
* the wills of father, mother, uncles, the. moft in- 
© dulgent; over ‘family interefts, family-views, and 
: ae eae her own will to every-body’s; and this 
© fora tranfitory preference to perfon only ; the mo» 
©ralsof the men not to be compared with each 


6 ‘other's.’ 
~ M5 . 2 :.. Thus 


3%6 {Fhe History of 

“Thus complied with, and pethapsblefied, by‘your 
#ather and mother, ‘and the cunleguenét ‘of Aes dif. 
obedience’ deprecated in the folemnelt. ‘manner by 
our inimitable mother, your generofity woult. have 
een appealed to, fince ‘your duty would have been 
found too weak an inducement,’ and -you- would have 
been bid to withdraw for one half-heur’s' ¢onfidera- 


tion: Then would the fettlements: have’ been -apain | 


tendered for your figning, by: the-perfon. leaft difob- 
liging to you; by your good Norton perhaps ;' fhe 
perhaps feconded by your father again: And if again 
yefufed, you would again have been led in, to declare 
fuch oe refufal. Some reftriétions, which you 
youre f had propofed, ‘would have been: infifted-upor. 
“You would have been permitted to go home with me, 
‘or with your uncle Antony [which, not agreed upon, 
decaufe they hoped you might be prevailed with], there 
to tarry till the arrival of your coufin Morden; or till 
your father could’have borne to fee you ; or till affured, 
that the views of ‘Lovelace were at an end. oe 

_ This the intention, “your ‘father: fo fet upon your 
compliance, 'fo much in hopes that you -would have 
yielded, that you would have been prevailed upon by 
methods fo condefcending and fo gentle; no wonder 
that de, in’particular, was like a diftraéted man, when 
he heard of your flight—of your flight, fo -premedt- 
tated ; ~- with your ivy ‘fummer-houfe dinings,. your 


arts té blind me, and all of us !— naughty, naughty 


pare . - 4 


young creaturet  *: ? 7 
' 1, for ny part, woud not believe it, when told of it. 
- Your uncle Hervey wonld not betieve it. We rather 
_ expeted, We rather ‘feared, ‘a ftill more defperate ad- 
venture. “There could be but: one miore defperates 
and 1 was'readier‘to have the, cafcade-firft reforted 
to, than the garden:back-door.—~ Your mamma fainted 
away, while her heart was torn between the two: ap- 
prehenfions.— Your father; poor man! your futher, 
was befide himiclf for near am- hour. ‘ To this day Ke 

“2 can 


> oe ae oe es: EF 


~~ ~~ oo 


a = Bee es z 2 *. 
SR a fF DR M.S BL Ss 


aw fr- Lt. 


Mis Clasiffa : Harlawe. ass 


sasvhandly, bear your, name: Yet can think of nohedy 
alfe,,, Your merits, my. dear, but aggravate your 
fault,-Something of frefh aggravation almoft every 
hour... How,can any favour he expected? 
ns Ji apa forry for it; but am afraid, nothing you al 

ee a: dear,’ th ee ; rare 
-:.Why.mention you, my dear, the faving you from 
mortifications ; who have.gone off with a man? 
Wh a.poor pride is it to ftand upon any. thing 


, I dare not open my lips in your favour. Nobody 
dare. . Your letter Dae fad by itfelf. ‘This ie 
«aufed me.to fend it to Harlowe-place. Expect there- 
fore great feverity. May you be enabled to fupport 
the. lat. you have chofen! O my dear! how unhappy 
have you. made every-body ! “Can you expec to be 

happy ? Your father wifhes you had never been born. 
Your poor mother —But why-fhould I affiat you? 
There is now no help! — Yau. muft be changed in- 
deed, if you are not very unhappy yourfelf in the 


_ tefleQions your thoughtful mind muft fuggeft to you. 


,-¥ou. muff. now, make the,beft of your lot. Yet. 
nat -married,. it feems ! ee aan i Pre — e ‘ 
. It.is in your power, you fay, ,to perform whatever: 
you Shall undertake to do: . You may, deceive your- 
{elf You hope that. your .reputation,, and your 
friends favour,. may, be, retrieved. , Never, never, 
both, I doubt; if either. Every offended. per on, (and 
that is all who loved you, and are related to you) mul 
join to reftore you :. When.can thefe,be of one mind, . 
ina cafe fo notorioufly wrong yo, 
It would. be yery. grievous, you fay, to be preci 
pisated upon. meafures, thas may make the delirable 
recgnciliation more dificult, Is it pws, my dear, a’ 
time for.you to be afraid of being precipitated? At 
prefeuty: if, ever there can. be go thought of ‘reconci- 
liation. ;., The 4pfoos of your precipitation muft firft . 
be feen.. There may, be murder. yet, as far as we know, 


og.2e Fhe His tak yr RE, 


Will the man you:are with, part wi fal ae y with you P 
If not, whiat may be -the: confeluerce #f ‘He Till? 
Lord bles me! what thall we think of his rexféns'for 
it? —I will fly this thought.” Iknow dai 
Bat,, my, dears are you not out of all protection t= 
Are you not aA ?—— Have you not’ (making 
your daily ptayers dfelefs) thrown yourfelf into tem- 
ptation ? And is not t e than ‘the’ moft wacked of 
plotters-? : 

. You have hitherto, you ws fay (and I think, my dene 
with an air unbecoming Your declared penitence), ne 
fault to find w}th the behaviour of 4 man from whom 
every evil was apprehendéd: Like Cafar to the Rd- 
ted augut; which I heard you tell of, who half bid 

him Beware 0 Be the ides of March : The ides of ‘March, 
fhiid Cafar, eing the augur among the ¢rortd, . a he 
marched in {tate to the feriate: houfe, which: he fever 
Was to retire front dlive, The ides of ‘Bfarch vite rome. 
But they are not paft, the dugat reply’d- Make'the 
‘application, my dear : “May you be abfe to make si 
refleGtion upon his good behaviour t6 the faft of. 
knowlege of him! May ‘he ‘behave himfelf beteer 
you,’ than he ever ‘did: to any-body elfe ‘whtom:’ ire had 
‘power over! Ament. °°” 
"No anfwer, I befeech you: Thope your brie fenbed 
‘will <not tell any-body that.I tive rittén 0 “you. 
And I dare fay you will not fhew what Ihave written 
to Mr: Lovelace—Feér I have written with the ict 
elev, ‘deperiding upon your prudehce. _ 
Neu Have my prayers 2 

‘My Dolly knows nde that I wilt. “Nobody dois: : 

Noe everi Mr: Hervey. «© 


Urey would have feveral times written’: But; ia | 


“fhe ‘defended your’ fault with heat, and with a partla- 
“Try; fat alarmed us [Such a fall as ‘yours, my’ dear, 
“ute bE farming to all parents], the has been forbid- 
den, : ofl pan of ‘lofing- our favour for. é¢ver 2: And this 
at your family’s Tequeft, as well as by her: a 


-ommands. 


i 
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* “Your Have the'poor girl’s Rdurly prayers; howeVer 
Liwill tell ‘You; tho’ ie kerrows ‘not that Ides aswell 


athote at 

Nour thay ofithed eat, Dh mae 1 
Pity, Arts. ar ete: Dd. nie 
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: { With the preceding. J a 


pees Sati Morn. April tan 

| [ee jut now received the -inclofed.from my aunt 
Hervey.. Be pleafed, my dear, to keep her focret 

ef having written to the unhappy wretch, her niece. : 

- I may #0 to-London, I fee, or where Iwill. No 
‘matter what becomes of me. .'- 

- T- was the willinger to fufpend m F Journey thither, 
aH -I heard ir rie ig tho Ets if I 
could be encouraged to hope for a reconci icon, I 
‘would 4et this man. fee, that he fhould. not have: me 

in his power, but. upon my own terms, if.at all. |: 

“But | find I mutt be dis, whether .I will or not ; 
‘and perhaps thro’ ftill greater mortifications than thofe 

Ly ones which I have already met with.—And muft 
be fo abfolutely Eown pen: @ man, with whee, J 

am -not-at all fatisfed | 
i) My letter is fent, you fee, to. Harlowe-Place.; “My 
heart akes for the. xeception: it may meet with there. 
One comfort ‘only arifes to me from its being fent ; 
‘That my aunt will clear herfelf, .by. the cammnmica- 
tion, from the fuppofition of . having | correfponded 
with the poor creature whom they have all defermimed 
.;t0 reprobate. It is no fmall. part of . my: misfortune, 
_ ¥hat T have weaken’d the confidence ene. dear friend 
“Shas in another, and made one look cool upon, another. 
idMiy poor: coufin: Dolly, you fee, .:has reafon, to regret 
oa as well as my aunt, ‘Mifs- Howes: my fear Mifs 
Owe, 


ry | 3 besH tito ph 

Howe, ja but too fertible of the effeds of aly fauln 
faving had more words with her mother-on:! my oe 
count, than. ever fhe -had on: any -other. —~Yet the 
man who has drawn me ‘into’ all this-evikj ‘Tomefbe 
thrown upon !— Much: did I. confider, ‘nvuch did 
apprehend, defore my ‘fault,: fuppofing Taerd ito “be 
guilty of.it: But 1 fave it -not‘ in, watt ie fhocking 
Gohtps. 8 eal are he at ee eI 
| and now, to know that my father, an hour. before 
he received the tidings of my fuppofed flight, owned 
that he loved me as his ‘life : the would have beea 
all condefcenfion : That :he:would—Oh !--my-deary 
bow tender, how mortifyingly-tender,.aew:in him 
My aunt need not ‘have been afraid, that is fhould be 
known, that fhe has fent'me-fuch a letter as this! 


? 


father to KNEEL.to a daughter! —.There would hot 


indeed have been ‘any bearing: of that!—What 4 
fhould have done in fuch a cafe, I know.not.. Death 
would. have’.been much more. welcome to me, ‘than 
fuch:a fight, on fuch:an occafion, in behalf of aman 
fo very,: very difguftful-to.me! But I-had-deferved 
annihilation, had I fuffered. my father. to knesl-in 


Vall. ae - tat Bee ey gs a Seager BS EO ae 
< Yet, had but the facrifice of inclination and per/ouad 
preference, been all, lefs than. KNEELING fhould have 
done, My duty fhould have been the conqueror:of 
my inclination. But an averfton—an averfion fo.very 
fincere !—- The triumph of. a cruel and-ambitious 
brother; ever fo uncentroulable, -joined. with’ the ins 
fales: of ‘an envious fitter, bringing.wills to. there's, 
which otherwife would have -been favourable to' me: 
‘The marriage-duties fo. very ftrong, fo folemply to-be 
engaged for: The marriage-intimacies (permit me.to 
fay to you, my friend, what the. pureft,. altho’ with 
apprehenfion, mutt think of ). fo very intimate :. My- 
felf'one, who'never looked upon any duty, much lefs 
4 ‘voluntarily-vow'd one, with indifference ; could. it 
have been honeft in me to have given my hand to: an 
. odious 
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odieus hand, and- te baye confented to fish a more 
than reluGant, fach an want/cible union, if I may fe 
¢aH it ?— For life too — Did [not thing more and 
déeper-than moft young. creatures think; did I not 
weigh,: did:I not refle? ; 1 might perhaps have been 
tefs gbftinate.— Dedicacy (may | prefume to call it ?), 
thinking; weighing, refiectin, are not bleffings (I have 
not found them fuch) in the degree I have them, [| 
with I had been able, in fome very nice cafes, to have 
known what indifference was ; yet not to have my ig- 
zeranceimputable to me as a fault. Oh! my dear! 
the finer fenfibilities, if I may fuppofe mine to be fuch, 
make not happy ! 7 
> What’ a. method had my friends intended to take 
with me!—- This, I dare fay, was a method chalked 
-e@ut by my brother. He, I fuppofe, was to have pre- 
fented me to all my aflembled friends, as the daugh- 
ter capable of preferring her own will to the wills of 
them all. It would have been a fore trial, no doubt. 
Would to heaven, however, I had ftood it—Let the 
iffue have been what it. would, would to heaven I] had 
{toad it] fee tO me. Ye 

There may be murder, my aunt fays. This looks 
as if ‘fhe knew of Singleton’s rath plot. Such an xp- 
- hot, as. fhe calls it,, of this unhappy affair, Heaven 
avert! - 7 , 

_ She flies a thought, that I can Je/s dwell upon—A 
cruel thought ! — But. fhe has a poor opinion of the 
urity fhe compliments me with, if fhe thinks, ‘that 
i am not, by God’s grace, above temptation from 
this fex. Altho’ I never faw aman, whofe perfor I 
could like; before this man; yet his faulty charagter 
alowed me but little merit fiom the indifference I pres 
tended to on his account. But, nowl fee him in 
nearer lights, I like him lefs than ever.— Indeed, I 
never liked bim fo little as now.. Upon my word, [ 
think I cquld hate him (if I do not already hate, him), 
fooner thar any man I ever thought tolerably eee 
g00 
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‘ood: teafdn why: Bevatife 1 Have been shore difp-' 
poitited in rhy expedtations of him,; altho’ .they: néver< 
were fo high, as to have made hizn my’choice im pre-~ 
ference to the fingle life, :had that been permitted me. :: 
Still, if the giving: hirh up for ever will:make my. path ° 
to reconciliation eafy, and -if they will fignify as much 
to me, they fhall fee that I never will be dis: For 1- 
have the vanity fo think my. foul his foul’s fupérior. ©::; 
You will fay I rave : | Forbid to write to my aunt, 
and taught to defpair of reconciliation, yol, my: 
dear, muft be troubled with my paffionate refent-. 
ments. What .a-wretch.was I to meet him, anid 
tliereby to leave it not in my-power to ftand the ge~- 
neral meeting with niy friends !— All would ‘now . 


have been over ! — And who can tell, when my pre-- 


fent diftreffes will? Rid of both men, I had been: 
now perhaps at my aunt Hervey’s, or at my uncle 
Ajitony’s; wifhing for my coufin Morden’s arrival ; 
who might have accommodated all. 

I intended, indeed, to’ have {todd it—And, if I 
had, how know I by whofe name I might now have 
been:calied ? For how fhould I have reftfted a édn- 
defcending, a kneeling father, had he been able to 
have kept his temper with me! 

"Yet thy aunt fays, he would have relented, if F- 
had not: »- Perhaps he would have been moved by my 


humility, before he could have fhewn fuch undue | 


condefcenfion. Such temper as he would Have ré- 
ceivéd me with, might have been improved upon in! 
my favour. And that he had defign’d ultimately to: 
relent, how ‘it clears my friends, at leaft to them-: 
felves, and condemns me! O why were my ‘aunt’s' 
hirits [I remember them now] fo very dark ?—Yet I 
intended to have returned after the interview’; and’ 
‘then perhaps fhe.weuld have explain’d’ herfelf.— ‘O- 
this artful, this defigning Lovelace !— Yet I ‘muft re-' 
pet that moft ought ee blame myfelf for meeting 

Imo22 84 GL Bae von Goa ea b bon es bo es 
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Ett far; far; be banifh’d from’ me, ‘feuidléfs redrir. » 
mination! : Far -banifhed, Lecuufe fruitlefs |: Lee me. 
wrap: wile ‘abtut im the mandeé of my owh. intée~; 
Prity, ‘and take comfort in: my unfaulty intention!) 
Sitice it is now tdo late to look batk, Jet mé collée&- 
all my fortitudé, and endeavour to ftand thofe fhafts.: 
of angry ptovidéncé, which it will nét permit mé to- 
fhun ! ‘That, whatever the trials‘ may bé, which I am | 
deftined: to undergo, I may not behave unworthily ‘in 
them ; but come out amended by them. - _- a 
Join with me jn this prayer, my beloved friend ; for. 
your own honour’s fake, as “well as for love’s fake, 
join with me iin -itz; Left a deviation on my fide. 
fhould, with the cenforious, caft a fhade upon a friend- 
fhip; whictt has ito body, - rio Jevity,-in' it, and whofe, 
afis is improxemrent, as well in the greater as lefler 


duties, a ; OF 
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 AGf Cranissa Haktows, To Mifs How® - 
Oo My heft, my only friend! Now indeed is my 
™“*, heart braken !— Ye Bas received a blqw it never 
will recover! Think not of correfponding with.a. 
wretch who now feems abfolutely devoted ! Yow. Q 
it bé otherwife, if a parent’s:curfes have the eeukel 
always attributed to them, and Have heard, fo many, 
inftances of ‘their being follow’d by !—— Yes, my dear 
Mifs Howe, fuperadded to all my afflictions, I have: 
the confequences of a father’s curfe ta {tr Te with | 
How fhall I fupport this refleSHion !— My paft and 
my prefent fityation fo much authorizing my appre-” 
he onal: ae : - - _ 7 Mey Grea a5, each 
«1 -have, at laft; a letter from my. unrelenting fifter. 
Would to heaven I had not proveked it, aie - 
con 


5S v Dhe i LardRyof, . 
cond letter to my aunt Hervey. - It-lay ready forme, 
it feems. “The thunder flept, till Lawaken’d it. I 
inclofe the letter itfelf. Tranfcribe it I cannot. There 
is‘no bearing the thoughts of it: For (fhocking re- 
flection !) the curfe extends to the lifebeyond this. 

. JZ. am- in .the-depth of vapourifh: defpondenicy: | 7 
can ony repeat, Shun, fly, correfpond ‘not with ‘a 
to Kaur Chanissa Harrowk 
Moe LETT ER OU ois 


at 


? 


iy. 1 Fg. Mis. CuarissA HARLowg 3); 3. 
_ Tobe left, at Me. Ofgood’s, xear Soho-Square,i ” 
cae i ee eae er ae ee Seek Le ears 
Sn ew Beda, April ate 
‘Twas expected you would: fend) agaia to me,,:ar 
I to my aunt Hervey.. “The: inclofed has.lain ready 


for you therefore by direction, You. will have: no.akt 
{wer from any-bodyy -weite to:rabyanyen wills and ag 
often as. you. will,. and, whet. you well... uscca ot 
. It was defipired--to bring: you back by proper: aur 
thority, or -to. fend you :whither the difgraces you 
have brought upon. us all, fhould be in the ikelieg 
Way, after .a while, to be forgotten. - But I believe 
that defign is over: So. you may range fecurely-:. No- 
body will think it worth while to give themfelves any 
trouble abqut. you. Yet my. marnma has obtained 
leave to fend you your Cloaths, of all forts But your 
cloaths only. . This‘is.a favous you'll fee by, the within 
letter not defign'’d you: And now not granted for yaar 
fake, but becaufe my. poor mother .cannot béar in 
her fight any thing you ufedto wear. Read -the ine 
clofed,andtrémble, we 
cau. Toes ox : Pig = _ ARABELLA /HARLOWE.. 
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1 Ta the ref -ungrateful and undutiful of daughters. 
woes es +4 Harlowe-Place, Sat. April 15. 
Soffer that wat, — 
1 ORI knw. not what name you are permitted, or 
£ 1262090 fe: ko oe = ” oa an ; 
You have filled us all with diftraGion. | My father, 
inthe firft agitations of his mind, on difcovering your 
wicked, your fhameful elopement, imprecated, on 
his knees, a fearful curfe upon yon. Tremble at the 
recital of itl— No lefs,’ than © that you may meet 
© your punifhment, both here and hereafter, by means 
© of the very wretch, in whom ‘you have chofen fo 
‘ place your. wicked.confidence,” 5 
Your cloaths will not be fent you. You feem, by 
leaving them behind you, to have been fecure of them, 
wWhehever you demanded them. . But perhaps ydu 
coidld think of nothing ‘bit meeting your fellow :— 
‘Nothing but how to get off your forward felf !— Fot 
very-thing feems to have been forgot, but what was 
to contribute to your -wicked flight.— Yet, yqu judged 
right, perhaps, that -you would have been deteCted, 


had you endeavour’d to get off your cloaths !|— Cun- 


hing ~ creature! not to make oxze ftep that we could 
puefs at you by !— Cunning to effe& your own ruin, 
and the difgrace.of all the family ! os ek 
* : But does the wretch put. you upon writing for 
our things, for fear you fhould be too experifive:té 
fim Pum That’s ity Efuppofe. .- i a 
* “Was there ever a giddier creature ? — Yet this is 
the celebrated, the blazing Clarifla—Clarifla, what? 
~~ Harlowe, no doubt !— And Harlowe it will be, 
to the -difgrace of us all !— eta See ae 
Your drawings and your pieces are alf taken down; 
as. is alfa your own whole-length picture, in the Van- 
dyke tafte, from your late parlour: They are taken 
down, and.thrown into your clofet, which will ba 
naile 
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nailed ups as if it were not apart of the houfe ; there 
to perifh together: For who can bear to fee them? 
Yet, how did they ufe to be fhewn. to every-body ; 
the former, for the magnifying of your dainty finger- 
works ; the latter, for the imputed dignity [dignity 
tow in the duit ff of your boafted figure (a) ;_ and 
this by thofe fond parents whom you have run away 
from with fo mich, yet with fo little contrivance ! 
_. My brother vows revenge upon your libertine— 
For the family’s fake he vows it — Not for yours /— 
For hé will treat you, he declares, like a common 
creature, if ever he fees you: And doubts fot, that 
this will be your fate. 
' My uhcle Harlowe renoittrées you for ever. 
. So-does:my uncle Antony, 7 
So does my:aunt Hervey, © 
So do J, bafé unworthy creature !— ‘The difprace 
of a good family, aiid thé propetty of an infamous 
rake, as. queftionléfs you -will fooh find yourfelf, if 
you areriot dlreadyt © 0 et 
. Your books, firieé they have not taught yeu What 
belongs to your family, fo your fex, atid td yout 
education, will riot be frit you. Your monty neithér. 
Nor yet the jewels fo undéfervedly made yoarg! Foe 
: is withed you may be féeii a bévgat along Londoii 
reets 2 ne fe Sen es 
If all this is heavy; lay your hafid fo your heart, 
and afk yourfelf, why yow have defervéed it? = 


.. Every gentleman, whom your pride taught poi td | 


reye&t. with fcorn (Mr. Solmes excepted, who, how- 
ever, has reafon to rejoice that he miffed you), tri- 
umphs ih your fhameful élopement ; arid now knows 
how fo accourit for his being refifed. © i 

. Your worthy Norton is afamed of you, and 
thingles her tears with your mamma’s ; both reproach- 


(<) This pidture is dransn as big as the life by Mr. Bigh- 
more, audis in bis poffeffon. . 


oes 
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ing themfelves for their fhares in you, and in fo fruit- 
. Every-body, in fhort, is afhamed of you's -B mi 
wow a ARABELLA Harrowg,” ° 


a bead BR UV. Ge 
~ MifsHows, To Mifs Crarissa HaRLowsE, 


si, FE of . #2 ee Fusldey, April 280 \. 
RE. comforted ; he not dejected; do not defpand, 

J my deareft and beft-beloved friend. God Als 
mighty is juft and gracious, and.-gives not his affent 
to rah and inhuman curfes. If she: did, malice, envy, 
and the dlackeft paffions, in the tblackelt hearts, would — 
riumph, ayd the beft (blafted.by the.malignity: of 
the worlt) would-be miferable in. both werlds: |. = 
-. “Fhis malediction-fhewe only, what manneriof fpisit 
they are of, and how. much their fordid: views exceed 
their parental love, *Tis all rage and difappointment, 
my dear ; .difappointment in-défigns proper to be fiu- 
firated; and all you have. to. grieve-for is, chat their 
own rafhnefs. will tura upon. their own hearts.- God 
Almighty cannot fucceed a curfe fo prefumptuous, as 
to be carried into Ais futurity! : 
_ Fie upon them! — Fie upon them, will all the 
world fay, who fhall come to the knowlege of.fuch 
overflowing venom !——And the more, when: all dhall 
know, that what they refent:fo outrageouily,. is‘awes 
ing to themfelyes! : Bh. nw Aen ae ig, ) SE 
_ My mother blames them for this: wicked. letters 
and the pities you ; and, of her.own accord, . wifh’d 
Me to write to comfort you, for this once: :For fhe 
fays, It is pity your heart, -which was.fo. noble: -(and 
when the fenfe of your fault, and the weight of a pa- 
rent’s curfe, are fo ftrong upon you), fhould be quite 
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: Lord blefs me, how your aunt writes i ‘there: 
be two rights and two wrongs in palpablé cafes t=: 
But, my dear, the -mu/? be wrong : So wget have 
bara juftify themfelves now as they will, “They car 
juftify theméelves ‘to themfelves from-felfith prin; 
ciotes refolving to acquit, not fairly to try themfeives.: 
Did your unkind aunt,. in all the ‘tedious: progref&. of 
your, contentions with them, give-you the leaft he 
of a relenting ?— Her dark hints I now r : 
as. well as you. "Bac why was any-thing good or hope. : 
ful to you, to be darély hinted ¢-— How. éafy: was:it’ 
for her, who pretended always: to: love: you-fo- well 3' 
for ‘her, who can give fuch flowing licence. to "her pez 
for your hurt; to. have. given you: ome word, one. lines 
(in conbdence) oftheir: crecenited change of medafures bh: 
But don’t mind theis after~pretences, my dear—-Alk- 
of them:ferve. but for tacit. confeffions: of theie: vile. 


ufage of you. I will keep your. aunt’s fecret, never 


fear. I: would. not, on’ any caesar that: ine 
mother fhould fee:it- 

- You will now: fee, that you: have nothing: left, dus: 
to overcome all {crupuloufnefs, and marry; ‘as 
as me have cpp passin pon age amy 
dear 


os 


I will give you a motive for i ity regarding myfelf. 
For this ' f have refolved,: and this I have vowed:{[O 

friend,. the beft. beloved of my heart, be not. angry: 
with me for it!] ¢ ‘That fo ris ios your happinets is 
-6in fufpenfe, I will never think of marrying.” -:In- 
juftice to: the man. I fhall have, I have vowed: this : 


Fort, my dear, muft I not be'miferable, if you: are fo}: 
And what. an unworthy wife: muft I be to any ‘man,’ : 


who ‘canriot have intereft enough’ in: m -heart, :x0' 
make his ‘obligingnels a rae for an. ion he has* 


not caufed ?. : . 
IT would thew Lovelace? r. filter's abominable» 


i tter, were it to me. “E inclofe it, Ie thall not have -ai: 


p: ‘ace in this houfe. ‘This will éater. him: of courfe into 
a : the 
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the: fubjé&, which now you ought to have mof 
in view. Let him fee what you fuffer for him. - He 
cannot prove bafe to fuch an excellence. I. thould: 
never ehjoy my,head or my fenfes, fhould this man: 
prove 4 villain to you! ‘With a merit fo exalted,; 
you may have punifhment more than enough for your, 
involuntary, fault, in that hufband,. ss” edn 
‘IT would not have you be too fure, that their pro» 
je& co feize-you is over. The words intimating, that 
it is aver, in the letter of that abominable Arabella, . 
feem. calculated to give you fecurity.—She only fays, 
fhe believes that defign is over—And I do not. yet: 
fiod, from :Mifs Lloyd,. that it is difavow’d. So ie: 
will be beft, when you are at London, to be private, 
and: to let every direQion be to a third place; for fear. 
of the -worft ; for I syould not, for the world, have 
= fall into the hands of fuch flaming and maleyo-: 
ent fpirtts, by furprize 6 = .  .:  .. 
+ K will mpfelf be content to dire to you at fome. 
third place; and that I may have it to averr to my. 
mother, ‘or to any other, if octafion be, that I know 
not: where you are. . i ea 
|: Befides, this meafure will make you lefs apprehen- - 
five of the confequences of their violence, fhould they © 
refolve to attempt to carry Ps off in {pite of Lovelace. 
_ T:would have you direét to Mr. Hickman, even 
your.anfwer to this. I havea reafon for it. Befides,.. 
my mamma, notwithftanding this particular indulg-.. 
ence, is very pofitive. or ‘ : 
- | would not have’ you dwell.on ‘the fhocking occa-. 
fion: - I know how it muft affe& you. But don’t Jet. 
it. :. Eryto make light of it [Forget it you can’t] :\ 
And purfue other fubjects—The fubjects before you... 
And let me know your progrefs, and what he fays [So.. 
far may you enter into this hateful fubject] to. this .; 


abominable Jetter; and. diabolical curfe. I:expe& that — 


this swill aptly’ introduce the grand topic between you; : 
withoutmecdingwamediaton 0 ey 
re Come, 


————— 


eT Tom: 
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Come, my dear, when things are at worft,- 
muft mend. i 300d often pani when evi is ex ee. 
ed. Happily improv’d upon, this very curfe may turn 
to a bleffing. — But if-you defpond, there can he no 
hopes of cure. Don’t let them break your heart 5 
for that, it is plain to me, is now what fome people 
have in view to do. | 

How poor, to with-hold from you your books, your 

jewels, and your money !— The latter is all you can 
fent want, fince they will vouchfafe to fend your 


out delay.” Ff he intends for Engl d,. it may haiten 


IG/s:Chariffa Harlowe. aby 
@rould be-pure, ithould bealtogether judifizbles ‘and 
the child’s ingratitude and undaotifulnefs, without ex- 
—— aguufezsand her choice tao, 28-totally inexcufable.i . + 
| 9: Thisis the truelight as1 humbly conceive, that 
|  , this anattor fhould appear: to you in, and: to every- 
pody y-- dE you Jet.nat.defpondency feize you, you 
will firengthen, you will add more oy to ms but 
dala light, from = 
iced se alae and faithful. 
Se int asa ANNA Haws: 
: 


“I hurry This away by Robert. ‘Iwill i inquire into 
ae truth of your aunt’s pretences, about their change 
| of meafures, had you not gone away- 


LETTER _LV. 
Mifs Craareea Hariowe, To Mifs Howe. 


Wednefday Morning, April 26. 

Y OUR letter, . my. beloved Mifs Howe, gives 

me great comfort. How. fweetly da I experience 

the truth of the wife man’s obfervation, That a faith- 

- ful : taal is the medicine.of life! 

our meffenger finds me juft fetting out for Lan- 

don: . The chaife at the door. Already I have taken 

_ leave of the good widow, who has oblig’d me with 

“the. company of her eldeft daughter, at Mr. Love- 

. Jace’s requeft, while he rides by us. The young 

. gentlewoman is to. return in two or three days with 

: ie chaife, in. its way to my Lord.M.’s Hertfardthire 

eat. 

""'T received this. dreadful letter on “Sunday, when 

i Mr. Lovelace was out.. He faw, on his return, my 

_ extreme anguifh and dejeftion; and he was told how 

much worfe I had been; For I had fainted. away 
twice. 

_; I think. it has, tourh’d my head as. well as my 
“heart. 


“VoulR UN He 
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He would fain have feen it. But I would not per- 
mit that, becaufe of the threatnings -he would -have 
found in it, againft himfelf. As.it was, the effe& it 
had upon me, made him break out into execrations 
and menaces. I was-fo ill, that he himfelf advifed 
me to delay going to town on Monday, asI prepofed 
to-do. 2 7 

He is extremely regardful and tender of me. AB 
that you fuppofed would follow this violent letter, 
from him, 4as followed it. He has offer’d himfelf to 
my acceptance, in fo unreferv’d a manner, that am 
‘concern’d I have written fo freely and fo diffidently of 
him. Pray, my deareft friend, keep to yourfelf 
every thing that may appear difreputable of him from 
me. | . 
I muft own +o you, that his kind behaviour, and 
~ my low-fpiritednefs, co-operating with your former 
advice, and my unhappy fituation, mademe that very 
Sunday evening receive unrefervedly his declaratians : 
And now, indeed, I am more in his power than 
ever. 

He preffes me every hour for frefh tokens of my 
efteem for him, and confidence iz him. He owns, that 
he doubted the one, and was ready to defpair of the 
other, And; as I have been brought to fome verbal 
‘conceffions, if he fhould prove unworthy, I am fure, 
I thall have great reafon to blame this violent letter : 
For I have no refolution at all. Abandon’d thus of 
all my natural friends, and only you to pity me; and 
yore reftrained as I may fay ; I have been forced to turn 
my defolate heart to fuch protection as I cauld find. 
All my comfort is, that your advice repeatedly 
given to the fame purpofe, in your kind letter before 
me, warrantsme. Upon the ftrength of that, I now 
fet out the more chearfully to London: For, before, 
a heavy weight hung upon my heart, and, altho’ I 
thought it beft and fafeft to go, yet my fpirit funk, I 

3 ' Know 
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know not why, at every motion I made towards a 
preparation for it. _ 

~ Thope no,mifchief will happen on the road. —-I 
hope thefe violent fpirits will not meet. 

Every one is waiting for me.—Pardon me, my beft, 
my kindeft friend, that I return your Norris. In 
thefe more promifing profpects, I cannot have occa- 
fion for your favour. Befides, I have fome hope, 
that with my cloaths they will fend me what I wrote 
for, altho’ it is deny’d me in the letter. If they do 
not, and if I fhould have occafion, I can but fignify 
" my wants to fo ready a friend. But I had rather me- 

thinks you fhould have it ftill to fay, if challeng’d, 
‘that nothing of this nature has been either requ or 
done. I fay This, with a view sacs to my future 
hopes of recovering your mamma’s favour, which, 
next to that of my own father and mother, Iam moft 
folicitous to recover. 3 . 

I muft add one thing more, notwithftanding my 
hurry; and that:is: Mr. Lovelace offered to attend 
me.to Lord M.’s, or to fend for his chaplain, yefter- 
day: He prefs’d me to confent to this propofal, moft 
earneftly-; and even feem’d more defirous to have the 
ceremony pafs here, than at London: For when there, 
I had told him, ‘it was time enough to confider of 
. fo weighty and important a matter. Now, upon the 

receipt of your kind, your confolatory letter, me~ 
thinks I could almoft with it had been in my power to 
comply with his earneft folicitations. But this dread- 
ful letter has unhing’d my whole frame. ‘Then fome 
little pundtilio furely is neceflary. No preparation 
made. Noarticles drawn. Nolicence ready. Grief 
fo extreme: No pleafure in profpeét, nor fo much as 
in wifh —O my dear, who could think of entering 
into fo folemn an engagement ! Who, /o unprepared, 
could feem to be /o ready ! 

If I could flatter myfelf, that my indifference to all 
the joys of this life proceeded from proper motives, 

2 | and 
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‘and not rather from the difappointments and mortifi- 
ations my pride has met with, how much rather, I 
think, fhould I choofe to be wedded to my fhroud, 
than to any man on earth! 

Indeed have at prefent no pleafure, but in your 
 friendfhip. Continue That to me, I befeech you. If 
my heart rifes hereafter to more, it muft be built on 
that foundation. 

My fpirits fink again, on fetting out. Excufe this 
depth of vapourifh dejection, which forbids me even 
hope, the cordial that keeps life froin ftagnating, and 
which never was deny’d me, till within thefe eight- 
and-forty hours. 

But ’tis time to relieve you, 

Adieu, my beft beloved and'kindeft friend! Pray 
for your | | 

_ 4 Cr. HARLOWE 


| LETTER LVI 
Mifs Howe, Jo Mi/s CLarissa HARLOWE. 
: _ Lhurfday, April 27, 

if Am forry you return’d my Norris. But yau 

mutt be allow’d to do as you pleafe. So muft I, in 
return. We mutt neither of us, perhaps, expect ab- 
folutely of the other what is the righteft to be done: 
And yet few folks, fo young, better know, what thet 
vighteft is. J cannot feparate myfelf from you, my 
dear ; altho’ I give a double inftance of my vanity im 
this particular compliment to myfelf. 

I am moft heartily rejoiced, that your profpects are 
fo much mended; and that, as I hoped, good has been 
produced out of evil. What muft the man have been, 
what mutt have been his views, had he not taken fuch 
a turn, upon a letter fo vile, and treatment fo unna- 
tural, himfelf principally the occafion of it? 

You dow beft your motives for fufpending: But I 
with you had taken him at offers fo earneft. Why 

7. ) nO fiLould 
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fhould you not have permitted him to fend for Lord: 
M.’s chaplain? If pundtilio only was in the way,. 
and want of a licence, and of proper preparations, 
arid fuch:like, my fervice to you, mydear: And: 
there is ceremony tantamount to your ceremony. 

Don’t, don’t, my deat friend, again be fo very 
melancholy a decliner, as to prefer a fhroud, when 
the matter you wifh for is in your power ; and when,. 
as you have faid juftly' heretofore, perfons’ cannot die. 
when they will. _ 

Bit it is a ftrange perverfenefs in human nattife,- 
that we covet at a diftance, what when near we: 


fight 

ou have now but one point to purfue: That is: 
marriage. Let that be compaffed.. ve the reft to: 
Providence ;. and follow: as that: leads. You'll have . 
a handfome man, a genteel man’;: he- would-be a wife’ 
man, if he were not vain of his endowments, and _ 
wild and intriguing : But while the eyes of many of 
our fex, taken by fo fpecious a form, and fo brilliant. 
a f{pirit, encourage that vanity, you muft be contented: 
to ftay till grey hairs and prudence enter upon the 
ftage together. You-would not have.every thing, in 
the fame man. | 

I' believe Mr. Hickman treads no crooked paths ;. 
but he hobbles moft ungracefully in a ftrait one. Yet- 
Hickman, tho’ he pale not my eye, nor diverts my 
ear, will not, as I believe, di/gu/f the one, nor /hack 
the other. Your man, asI have lately faid, will al- 
ways keep up attention; you will lee be alive- 
with him, tho’ perhaps more from fears than hopes : 
While Hickman will neither fay any thing to keep one. 
awake, nor yet, by fhocking adventures, make one’s - 
flumbers uneafy. 

I believe F now know which of the two men fo pru- 
dent a perfon as you would, at firft, have chofen ; | 
nor doubt I, that youcan guefs which / would have 
made choice of, if] might. But proud as we are, 
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the proudeft of us all can only refufe, and many of us. 
accept the but half-worthy, for fear a ftill worfe 
fhould offer. 

If the men had chofen for fpirits like their own,.al- 
tho’ Mr. Lovelace, atthe long run, might have been 
too many for me, I don’t doubt but I fhould have 
given heart-ake for heart-ake, for one half-year at 
\caft ; while you, with my dull-fwift, would have 
glided on as ferenely, as calmly, as accountably, as 
the fucceeding feafons; and varying no otherwife 


than as they, to bring an new beauties and conve- 
niencies to all about you. 


| QO SP 

% was going on in this ftile— But my mamma 
broke in upon me, with a prohibitory afpect. ** She 
“© gave me leave but for one letter only.” She has 
feen your odious uncle; and they have been in clofe. 
conference again. | | ' 

She has vexed me; I muft lay this by till I fear 
from you again; not knowing where to fend it, 

Direct me to a Third place, asI defired in my for~ 
mer. 

I told my. mother (on her’ challenging me), that I 
was writing indeed, and to you: But it was only. to 
amufe myfelf; for I protefted, that I knew not where 
to fend to you. 

‘Thope that-your next may inform me of your nup- 
tials, altho’ the next to that were to acquaint me, that 
he was the ungratefulleft monfter on earth; as he nuft. 
be, if not the Kinder hufband in it. 

My mamma has vexed me. But fo, on revifing, 
J wrote before.—But fhe has unhing’d me, as you call 
it —- Pretended to catechife Hickman, I affure you,, 
for contributing to our fuppofed correfpondence. Car 
techife him /everely too, upon my word !—I believe I 
have'a {neaking kindnefs for the freaking fellow 3. ‘ 
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I can’t endure that any-body fhould treat him like a: 
fool but myfelf. 
I believe, between you and me, the good Lady for- 
got herfelf. I heard her loud.— She pofhibly imagin’d,. 
that my papa was come to life again !—Yet the man’s: 
meeknefs might have fooner convinced her, I thould. 
have thought ; for my papa, it feems, would talk as 
loud as fhe:—I fuppofe, tho’ within a few. yards of. 
each other, as if both were out of their. way, and were 
hollowing at half a mile’s diftance, toget in-again. | 
I know you'll blame me for this faucinefs.—But I 
told you I was vexed: And if I had not a fpirit, my 
parentage on both fides might be doubted. 
You muft not chide me too feverely, however, be- 
caufe I have learn’d of you not to defend myfelf in an 
error: — And I own I am wrong: — And that’s 
enough. You won’t be fo generous in this cafe, as: 
you: are in every other, if you.don’t think itis... 
Adieu, my dear ! —I muft, I will love you; and: 
love you for ever!: So fubfcribes your | 
a Anna Hows. 


LETTER LVIL 
| ‘ From the fame. Inclofed in the above. 


| Thurfday, April 27. 
| Sina been making inquiry, as I told you I 
would,: whether your relations had really (before 
yowleft.them) refolved upon that change of meafures 
which’ your aunt mentions in her letter :— And by 
laying together feveral pieces of intelligence, fome 
drawn from my mamma, by your uncle Antony’s 
cemmunications; fome from Mifs Lloyd, by your 
fifter’s ; and fome by a third way, that I fhall not tel 
you of ; I have redfon to think the following a true 
9 = fate of the cafe. | 
- That there was no intention of a change of mea- 
N4 {ures, 


ir at a 
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fares, till within two or three days of your going 
away. On the contrary, your brother and iter 
tho’ they had no hope of prevailing with you in 
Solmes’s. favour, were refolved mever to give over 
their perfecutions, till they had prfh’d you upen take- 
ing fome ftep, which, by help of their good offices, 
fhould be deemed inexcufable by the half-witted fouls. 
they had to play upon. : 

t that at laft your mamma (tired with and per- 
haps afhamed of the paffive part fhe had acted): 
thouglit fit to declare to Mifs Bell, that fhe was deter- 
mined te try, to put an end to. the family-feuds ; and 
to pet your uncle Harlowe to fecond her endeavours. 

. Fhis. alarmed your brother and fifter ; and then a 
change of meafures was refolved upon. Selmes’s of- 
fers were however too- advantageous to be given up}; 
and your father’s condefcenfion was now to be their: 
ei dependence, and (as they give out) your laft. 
tri 

And, indeed, my dear, this muft have fucceeded; 
I verily think, with fuch a daughter as they had to 
deal with, could that father, who never, I dare fay,. 
kneeled in his life, but to God,- have fo: far conde- 
{cended, as your aunt writes he would. 

But then, my dear, what would this have done ?— 
Perhaps you would have given Lovelace the meeting, 
in hopes to pacify him, and prevent mifchief; fup- 
pofing that they had given you time, and’ not hurried” 
you Sire into the ftate. But if you had not met 
him, you fee,. that he was refolved to vifit them, and: 
well attended too : And what muft have been the con--. 
fequence ? 

So that, upon the whole, we know net but matters. 
may be beft as they ere, however undefirable that 4e/?- 
is. 

. Thope your confiderate and thoughtful mind will 
make a good ufe of this hint. Who would not with 
patience fuftain even a great evil, if fhe could per- 

fuade 
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fuade herfelf, that it was kindly difpenfed, in or- 


der to prevent a /fil] greater ?— Efpecially, if fhe 


could fit down, as you can, and acquit her own 
heart ? 

Permit me one further obfervation—Do we not fee, 
from the above ftate of the matter, what might have 
been done before, by the worthy perfon of your fa- 
mily, had fhe exerted the mother, in behalf of a child 
fo meritorious, yet fo much opprefled ? 

Adieu, my dear. I will be ever yours. 

Anna Howe. 


Mifs Harlowe, in ber anfwer to the firft of the two 


laft letters, chides her friend for giving fo little 


weight to her advice, in relation to her behaviour 
to her mother : — It may be proper to infert here 


the following extradis from: that anfwer; tho a: 


Uittle before their time. . 
© I will not repeat, fays.fhe, . what I have before 
“written in Mr. Hickman’s behalf. I will only re- 


‘more than once, that you have outlived your firft 


4 

‘-mind you of an obfervation I have made to you 
¢ 

6 


‘paffion ; and had the fecond man been an angel, he 


© would not have been more than indifferent to you.’ 
‘’My motives for fufpending, proceeds fhe, were 
*‘not merely ceremonious ones. I was really very 


‘ill, Icould not hold up-my‘head. ‘The-contents - 


‘‘of my fifter’s letters had pierced my heart. And 


© was], my dear, to be as ready to accept his offer, - 
y y p > 


© asif I were afraid, he never would repeat it ?? 
To the fecond letter, among other things, fhe fays : 


—©'So, my dear, you feem to think, that there was a - 


‘ fate in my error. The cordial, the confidering 


“ friend; is feen in the obfervation you make on this 
© occafion. Yet fince things have happen’d as they » 
* have, would to® heaven.I could hear, that all the - 


‘world acquitted: my a or, at lea, my mo- 


5 * ther; . 


Me oe a de 


$74 The Histony of. 


* ther;. for her. charadter, before thefe family-feuds 
© broke aut, was every-one’s. admiration. Don't 
$ let any-body fay from‘you,. fq that it may.eome: to 
* her ear, that fhe might, by a timely exertion of her 
< fine talents, have-faved:her unhappy child.. ‘You'll 
© obferve; my dear, that in het own good time; when 
“ the faw that:there was not: likely to. be an-end to 
* my brother’s perfecutions, fhe-was refolved to exert 
“ herfelf. But the pragmatical daughter, by the fa- 
“ tal meeting, precipitated all, and Fuftrates her in- 
© dulgent defigns. O my dear, I am now convinced, 
“ by dear experience, that while children are fo happy 
* as to have parents or guardians, whom they may 
* confult, they fhould not prefume (no; not with the 
* beft and pureft intentions) to follow their awn con- 
* ceits, in material cafes,’ 

. © A ray of hope of future reconciliation, adds fhey 
‘ darts in upon my mind, from the intention you tell 
© me my mother had to exert herfelf in my favour, 
* had knot gone away. And my hope is the ftronger; 
“ as this communication points out to me; that m 
“ uncle Harlowe’s intereft is likely, in my mnciher'e 
“ opinion, to be of weight, if it could be engaged. I 
« will behove me, perhaps,.to.apply to that dear. uncle; 
$ if a proper occafion offer.’ : 


LETTER LVI. 
Mr. Loverace, To Joun Betrorp, £/q; 
, | Monday, April 24. 
Fate is weaving a whimfical web for thy 
friend; and I fee not but I fhall be inevitably 
manacied. | | — 
"Here have I been at work, digs dig, dig, like a 
cunnimtg miner, at one time, and fpreading my 
fnares, like an artful fowler, at another, and exulting 
in my contrivances to get this inirhitable creature ab- 
folutcly into my power ;— Every thing made for me. 
o—l ler 


, A 
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. Her brother and uncle were but my: pioneers : Her 


father ftornr’d as I direéted him to ftorm. Mrs. Howe 
was acted by the fprings I {et at work : Her daughter 

Was moving for me, and yet imagin’d herfelf plumb 

againft me:. And the dear creature herfelf had already 
yun her ftubborn neck into my gin, and. knew not 

that fhe was caught; for I had not drawn my fprindges 

clofe about her.— And juft as all this. was completed, 

wouldft thou believe, that J fhould be my own ene- 

my, and her friend ?— That I fhould be fo.totally di- 

verted from all my favourite purpofes, as to propofe 

to marry her before I went to town, in order to put 

it out of my own power to refume titem ? 

When thou knoweft This, wilt thou not think 
that my black angel plays me rosy and has taken 
it into his head, to urge-me on to the indiffoluble tie, 
that he might be more fure of me (from the complex 
tranfgreffions to which he will certainly ftimulate me, 
when bea than perhaps he thought he could be 
from the fimple fins, in which I have fo long allowed 
myfelf, that they feem to have the plea of habit ? 

Thou wilt be ftill the more furprized, when I tell 
thee, that there feems to be a coalition going forward 
between the black angels and the white ones; for 
here has hers induced her in one hour, and by one re- 
trograde accident, to acknowlege, what the charming’ 
creature never before acknowleged, a preferable fa- 
vour forme. She even owns an intention tobe mine s 
—Mine, without reformation-conditions :— She per- 
mits me to talk of love to her : Of the irrevocable ce-. 
remony: Yet, another extraordinary ! poftpones that’ 
ceremony; choofes to fet out for London; and even 
to go to the widow’s in town. — : 

ell, but how comes all this about, methinks thou 
afkeft ? — Thou, [ovelace, dealeft in wonders, yet 
aimeft not at the AZarvellous.— How did ali:this come 
about ? 2 ui 

VP) tell thee—I was isy danger of lofing my charmer 
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for ever.—She was foaring upward to her native. fkies. 
' She was got above earth, by means, tao, of-the 
£arth-born : And fomething extraordinary was to ibe 
done to keep her with us Sublunaries. And what fo 
effetually as the foothing Voice of Love, and the at- 
tracting offer of Matrimony from a.man not- hated, 
can fix the attention of the maiden heart aking with 
uncertainty; and before. impatient of the queftionable, 
gueftion ? | | 


_ This, in fhort, was the cafe.»-While. fhe was re- 


fufing all manner of obligation to me, keeping me at 
haughty diftance; in hopes that her coufin Morden’s 
arrival would foon fix her ina full and abfolute inde- 
pendence of me: Difgufted likewife at her adorer, for 
holding himfelf the reins of his own paffions, inftead of 
giving them up to her controul :— She writes a letter, 
urging an anfwer to a letter before written, for her 
apparel, her jewels, and fome gold, which fhe had 
left behind her ; all which was to fave her pride from 
obligation, and to promote the independence her heart 
was fet upon. —And what follow’d but a fhocking 
_ anfwer, made ftill more fhocking by the communi- 


cation of a paternal curfe upon a daughter, deferving 


only bleffings?—A curfe upon the curfer’s heart, and 
a double one upon the tran{mitter’s, the fpiteful, the 
envious Arabella ! _ 2 
Abfent when it came ; on my return, I found her, 
recovering from fits, again to fall into ftronger fits ; 
and no-body expecting her life ; half a dozen meffen- 
gers difpatch’d to find me out. — Nor wonder at her 
being fo affected ; fhe, whofe filial piety gave her dread- 
fu) faith in a father’s curfes; and the curfe of this 
gloomy tyrant extending, to ufe her own words, when 
fhe could fpeak, to bath worlds.—O that it had turn’d, 
in the moment of. ats utterance, to a mortal quinfey, 
and fticking in his gullet, had choak’d the old exe- 

¢yator, as a warning to all fuch unnatural fathers. © 
- What a mifcreant had I been, not to have endea- 
voured 
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voured to.bring hen back, by all the endearments,. by: 
alicthe yows,, by. all. the offers that I coukd make 
.. J.dié bring her-back. More. than a father to her 5 
for I-have given. her a life her unnatural father had 
well-nigh taken away.; fhall } not. cherifh the fruits 
of my own benefaction ‘—I have been in earneft 
in my vows to marry, and my ardour to urge the pre- 
fent time was a real ardour. But extreme dejetion, 
with a.mingled delicacy, that in her dying moments I 
doubt not fhe will preferve, have caufed her to refufe. 
me the time, tho’ not.the folemnity ; for fhe has told: 
me, that now fhe muft be wholly in my proteétion, 
being deftitute. of every other ! — More indebted ftill, 
thou féeeft, to her cruel friends, than.to herfelf, for 
her.favour! | A ue 

She has written to Mifs Howe an account of their 
barbarity ; but has not*acquainted her, how very ill 
fhe was.. | : 7 

Low, very low, fhe remains; yet, dreading her 
ftupid brother's enterprize, fhe wants to be in Lon- 
don: Where, but for this accident, and (wouldft 
thou have believed it?) my perfuafions, feeing her fo 
very ill, fhe would have been this night; and we 
fhall aétually fet out on Wednefday morning, if the 
be not worfe. _ 

And now for a few words with thee, on thy heavy 
preachment of Saturday laft. 

Thou art apprehenfive, that the Lady is now in 
danger indeed ; and it is a miracle thou telleft me, if 
fhe ftand fuch an attempter: ‘ Knowing what we 
© know of the fex, thou fayeft, thou fhould{t dread, 
‘ wert thou me, to make farther trial, left thou 
© fhouldft fucceed.’ And, in another place, telleft 
me, © That thou pleadeft not for the ftate, for any 
‘ favour thou haft for it.’ 

What an advocate art thou for matrimonv !— Thou 
wert ever an unhappy fellow at argument Does the 

trite 
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trite ftuff with which the reft of thy letter abounds, 
in favonr of wedlock, ftrike with the ferce that this 
does againf? it? | 

Thou takeft great pains to convince me, and that 
from the diftreffes the Lady is reduced to [chiefly by 
her friends perfecutions and implacablenefs, I hope 
thou wilt own, and not from me as yet], that the 
propofed trial will not bea fair trial. | But let me afk 
thee, Is not calamity: the teft of virtue ? And wouldft 
thou not have me value this charming creature upon 
proof of her merits ? — Do E not intend to reward her 
by marriage, if fhe ftand that: proof ? i> ee 

But why repeatI, what I have faid before '—Tum 
back, thou egregious arguer, turn back to my Jong 
letter of the 13th (@) ; and thou wilt there find every 
fyllable of what thou haft written, either anfwer’d or 
invalidated. 

But I am not angry with thee, Jack. I love op- 
pofition. As gold is try’d by fire, and virtue by 
temptation ; fo is Palas ade by oppofition. Have 
I not, before thou fettedft out as an advocate for my 
fair one, often brought thee in, as making objections 
to my proceedings, for no other reafon than to exalt 
myfelf by proving thee a man of ftraw? As Homer 
raifes up many of his champions, and gives them 
terrible names, only to have them knock’d on the 
head by his heroes. 

However, take to thee this one piece of advice— 
Evermore be fure of being in the right, when thou 
prefumeft to fit down to corre& thy matter. 

Well, but to return to my principal fubject ; let 
me obferve, that be my future refolutions what they 
will, as to this lady, the contents of the violent letter 
fhe has received, have fet me at leafta month forward 
with her. Ican now, as Ihinted, talk of Love and 
Marriage, without controul or reftriétion ; her in- 
junctions no more my terror. , 3 


(a) See Letter xvii. p. 103, to. 113. of this Volume. 
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Tn this fweetly familiar way fhall we fet out together 
for London. Mrs. Sorlings!s eldeft daughter, at my 
motion, is to attend her in the chaife; while I ride 
by way.of efcorte:. For fhe is extremely apprehenfive 
of the Singleton plot; and has engag’d me to be all 
patience, ifany thing fhould happen on the road. But 
nothing I am fure will happen: For, by a letter ree 
ceived juft now from Jofeph, I underftand, that 
James Harlowe has already laid afide his ftupid project; 
And This by the earneft defire of all his fnends to 
whom he. had communicated it ; who were afraid of 
the confequences that might attend it. But it is not 
over with me, however; altho’ J am not determin’d 
at prefent, as to the ufes I may make of it. 

y beloved tells me, fhe fhall have her cloaths 
fent her: She hopes alfo her jewels, and fome gold, 
which fhe left behind her. But Jofeph fays, cloaths 
only will be fent. I will not, however, tell her that: 
On the contrary, I fay, there is no doubt, but they 
will fend ail fhe wrote for, of perfonals. ‘The greater 
her difappointment from them, the greater muft be 
her dependence on me. 

But, after all, I hope I fhall be enabled to be honeft 
to a merit fotranfcendent. ‘The devil take thee tho’, 
for thy opinion given fo mal-a-propo’, that fhe may be 
overcome. 

If thou defigneft to be honeft, methinks thou fay’ft, 
why fhould not Singleton’s plot be over with thee, 
as it is with her brother ? 

Becaufe, if I muft anfwer thee, where people are 
fo modeftly doubtful of what they are able to do, it is 
good to leave aloop-hole. And let me add, that when 
a man’s heart is fet upon a point, and any thing 
occurs to beat him off, he will find it is very difficult, 
when the fufpending reafon ceafes, to forbear re- 
fuming ite . 


LE T- 
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Mr, Love ace, Jo Joun BetForp, E/q; 
| Tuefday, April.25. 
AA LL. hands at‘work in preparation for London. 
What makes my heart beat fo ftrong? Why rifes 
it:to my throat, in fuch half-choaking flutters, when 
I think of what this removal may do for me ?— Iam 
hitherto refolv’d to. be honeft: And that increafes my 
wonder at thefe involuntary commotions. ’Tis-a 
plotting villain of a heart: It ever was; and ever will 
be, I doubt. Such a joy when any roguery is going 
forward !|—TI fo little its mafter !—A head likewife fo 
well. turn’d to.anfwer the triangular varlet’s impulfes. . 
No matter. I will have erie Arupale with thee, old 
friend; and if I cannot overcome thee now, I never 
will again. attempt to conquer thee. 

The dear creature continues extremely low and de- 
jected. ‘Tender bloffom ! How unfit tocontend with 
the rude and ruffling winds of paffion,. and haughty 
and infolent controul ! — Never till now from under. 
the wing (it is not enough to fay of indulging, but) of - 
admiring parents ; the mother’s bofom only fit to re-- 
ceive this charming flower ! 

This was the reflection, that, with mingled com- 
paffion, and augmented loves, arofe to my mind, 
when I beheld the charmer repofing her lovely face 
upon the bofom of the widow Sorlings, from a reco- 
ver’d fit, asI enter’d, foonafter fhe had received her 
execrable fifter’s letter. How lovely in her tears! —_ 
And as I enter’d, her lifted-up face, fignificantly be- 
{peaking my protection, as Ithought. And can I be 
a villain to fuch an angel ! — I hope not.— But why, 
once more, thou varlet, putteft thou me in mind, 
that fhe may be overcome? And why is her own re- 
liance on my honour fo late, and fo relu€tantly 
fhewn ? | 

But, 
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But, after all, fo low, fo deje&ted, continues fhe 
to be, that I am terribly afraid I fhall have a va- 
pourifh wife, ifI de marry. I fhould then be doubly 
undone. Not that I fhall be much at home with her, 
perhaps, after the firft fortnight, or fo. But when 
a man has been ranging, like the painful bee, from 
flower to flower, perhaps for a month together, and: 
the thoughts of Home and a Wife begin to have their’ 
charms with him, to be received by a Niobe, who, 
like a wounded vine, weeps its vitals away, while it 
but involuntarily curls about you; how {hall E be 
able to.bear That ? - | 
May heavermreftore my charmer to health and fpi- 
rits, E hourly pray, that aman may fee whether fhe 
ean love any bedy but her father and mother! In 
their power, Iam confident, it will be at any time, to 
make her hufband joylefs; and that, as I hate them 
fo heartily, is:a fhocking thing to refle& upon: Some- 
thing more than woman, an angel, in fome things, 
but a daby in others: So father-fick ! fo family- fond! 
what a poor chance ftands a hufband with fuch a 
wife, unlefs, forfooth, they vouchiafe to be reconciled 
to her, and continue reconciled? | : | 
It is infinitely better for her and for me, that. we 
fhould not marry! — What a delightful manner of 
life (O that I could: perfuade her to it!) would that be- 
with fuch a: lady! The fears, the inquietudes, the 
uneafy days, the reftlefs nights ; all arifing from- 
doubts of having difobliged me! Every abfence- 
dreaded to. be an abfence for ever! And then, how’ 
amply rewarded, and rewarding, by the rapture-. 
caufing return !. Such a:paffion as-this, keeps Love in 
a: continual fervour ;. makes it all alive. ‘The happy 
pair, inftead of fitting, dozing, and nodding:at each. 
other in two oppofite chimney-corners, in: a-winter- 
evening, and over a wintry love, always new to each: 
other, and:having always fomething to fay.. 
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Thou. knoweft, in my verfes tomy Stella, my mind 
on this occafion. I will lay. thofe verfes in- her way, 
as if undefignedly, when we are together at the wi- 
dow’s; that is to fay, if we do nat foon go to church. 
oy confent: She will thence fee what my notions are 
of wedlock. If fhe receives them with any fort of 
temper, that will be a foundation ;. and let. me alone 
to build upon it. 

Many a girl has been carried, who never would 
have been attempted, had fhe fhewed a proper refent- 
ment, when her ears or her eyes were firft invaded. 
J have try’d a young creature by a bad book, a light 
quotation, or an indecent picture; and if fhe has 
borne that, or only blufh’d, and not been angry, and 
more-efpecially if fhe has leer’d and {mil’d, that girl 
have I, and old Mulciber, put down for our own. 
© how I could. warn thefe little rogues if I would ! 
Perhaps envy, more than virtue, will put me: upon 
fetting up beacons for them, when I grow ald and. 
Joylefs. | aig Le 


Tuelday Afternoon. 
IF you are in London when. I get thither, you wilb- 
fae me foon.—My charmer is a little better than fhe 
was. Her eyes fhew it, and her harmanious. voice, 
hardly audible laft time I faw her, now begins to 
chear my heart once mere. But yet fhe has. no lovey. 
no fenfibility !—T here is no addreffing her with thofe: 
meaning, yet innocent freedoms [ innocent, at firft fet-. 
ting out, they may: be called] which foften others of 
her fex. The more ftrange.this, as fhe now acknow-. 
leges preferable favour for me; and is highly fufce- 
ptible of grief.. Grief mollifies and enervates. ‘The: 
ieved mind: looks round it, filently implores: confo» 
ation, and loves the foother. Grief is ever an inmate. 
with Joy. Tho’ they won’t fhew themfelves at the 
fame windaw at onetime ; yet have they the whole 
houfe in common between them. LET 
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LETTER IX. 


Mr, Lovavace; To Joun Berrorp, E/7;. 


Wedn. Apr. 2.6. 


T laff, my lucky: ftar has dire&ted us into the 


defired port, and we are fafely landed. Well 
fays Rowe: 


The wife and aftive conquer a a 
By daring ta attempt them. Sloth and folly 
Shiver and forink at fight of toil and hazard, 
‘And make th’ impoffibility they fear. 
But in the midft of my exultation, fomething, I 
knew net what to call it, checks my joys, and poems 
Cc 


over my brighter profpects. If it be not confcience, 
it.is wondroufly like. what I thought fo, many, many 


years. AZO. 
Surely, Lovelace, methinks thou fayft, thy good 
motions are not gone off already !_ Surely thou: wilt 


not now at laft bea villain to this lady. 


I can’t tell what to fay to it —Why would not the 
dear creature accept of me, when I fo fincerely offer’d 
myfelf to her acceptance? Things already appear 
with.a very. different face now I have got her here, 
Already have our mother and her daughters been 
about me.” ¢ Charming Lady! What a complexion! 
‘ What eyes! What majefty in her perfon-!—O Mr. 
© Lovelace, you are a happy man!— You owe us” 
© fuch a Lady !'—Then they remind me of my-re- 
venge, and of my hatred to her whole family. - Sally 
was fo. ftruck with her, at firft fight, that fhe broke 
out to mein thofe lines of Dryden: 

7 oem Fairer to-be feen 
Than the fair lily on the flow’ry green! 
More frefo than May herfelf in bloffems new | — 


I 
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I fent to thy lodgings within half an hour after our 
arrival, to receive thy congratulations upon it: But 
thou wert at Edgware, it feems. 

My beloved, who is charmingly amended, is re- 
tired to her conftant employment, writing. I muft 
content myfelf with the fame amufement, till fhe fhall 
be pleafed to admit me to her prefence: Having- 
already given to every one her cue. 


But here comes the widow, with Dorcas Wykes. 


in her hand. — Dorcas Wykes, Jack, -is to be the 
maid-fervant to my fair-one; and I am to introduce 
them both to her. In. fo. many ways will it be in my 


power to-have the dear creature now, that I fhall not 


know which of them to choofe '— 


ee a. 2 re 
So! The honeft girl is accepted!—-OF good pa- 
rentage ; But, thro’ a neglected education, plaguy 


illiterate :— She can neither write, nor read writing.. 


A kinfwoman of Mrs. Sinclair’s: So could not well 
be refufed, the widow in perfon recommending: her ; 


and.the wench only taken till her Hannah can come.. 


What an advantage has an-impofing or forward nature 
over. a.courteous: one !—-So-here may fomething arife 
to lead. into correfpondencies, and fo forth !—To be 


fure, a perfon need not be fo wary, fo cautious of 


what fhe writes, or what fhe leaves-upon her table or 

toilet, when her attendant cannot read. 

_ Dorecas.is a neat girl both in perfon and drefs; a 
countenance not vulgar.. And I am in hopes that fhe 

accept of her for her bedfellow, in aftrange houfe, 

for a week or fo. But I faw fhe had a diflike: to 

her at her very firft appearance : — Yet I thought the 


girl. behaved. very modeftly — Over-did it-a little per- 
haps ! — She fhrunk back,. and looked fhy upon her.. 


The doétrine of fympathies and antipathies is a fur- 
prifing doctrine.—But Dorcas. will be exceffively ob- 
liging, and win her Lady’s favour foon, I doubt 
not— Iam fecure in her incorruptibility, A’ great 

point 
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point that !—For a Lady and her Maid of one party 
will be too hard:for half a {core devils. 

The dear creature was no lefs fhy when the widow 
firft accofted her, .at her alighting. Yet, I thought, 
that honeft Doleman’s:letter had prepared her for her 
mafculine appearance. 

And now I mention that letter, why doft thou not 
with me joy, Jack? 

‘Joy of what:? 

Why, joy of my nuptials—Know then, that faid, 
is done with me, when I ‘have a mind to have it fo; 
and that we are actually man and wife. Only that 
confummation has not pafled: Bound down to the 
contrary of that, by a folemn vow, till a reconcilia- 
tion with her family take place. ‘The women here 

are told fo. They know it, before my beloved knows 
it ; and that’s odd, thou’lt fay. ; 

But how fhall I do to make my fair-one temperate 
on the intimation? Why is fhe not here?—At Mrs. 
Sinclair’s ?—But if he will hear reafon, I doubt not 
to convince her, that fhe ought to acquiefce. 

She will infift, I fuppofe, upon my leaving her, 
and that I fhall not take up my lodgings under the 
fame roof. But-circumftances are changed fince I firft 
made her that promie. I have taken all the vacant 
apartments ; and mutt carry this point alfo. 

I hope in a while to get her with me to the public 
entertainments. She knows nothing of the town, and 
has feen lefs of its diverfions than ever woman of her 
tafte, her fortune, her endowments, did fee. “She 
has indeed a natural politenefs, which tranfcends. all 
acquirement. The moft capable of any one I ever 
knew, of judging what an bundred things are, by fee- 
ing one of a like nature. Indeed fhe took fo much 
pleafure in her own chofen amufements till perfecuted 
out of them, that fhe had neither leifure nor inclina- 
tion for the town diverfions. | 

Thefe diverfions will amufe. And the duce is in 

( if, 
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it, if alittle fufceptibility will not put forth, now the 
receives my addrefs, and if I can manage it fo, as to 
be allowed to live under one roof with her. What 
tho’ the appearance be at firft no more than that of an 
early {pring-flower in frofty weather, that feems afraid 
‘of being nipp’d by an eafterly blaft; that will be. 
enough for me. . 

' | hinted to thee in a former (a), that I ‘had pro- 
vided for the lady’s in-door amufement. Sally and 
Polly are readers. My beloved’s light clofet was 
their library. And feveral pieces of devotion have 
been put in, bought on purpofe, at fecond-hand. 

I was always for forming a judgment of the readin 
part of the fex by their books. ‘The obfervations 
have made.on this occafton have been of great ufe to 
me, as well.in England as out of it. This fagacious 
"Jady may poffibly be as curious in this point, as her 

Lovelace. | 
So much for the prefent. Thou feeft, ‘that I have 
a great deal of bufinefs before me. Yet I will write 
again foon. | 
Mr. Lovelace fends another letter with this; in 
which he takes notice of young Mrs. Sorlings’s fet- 
ting out with them, and leaving them at Barnet: 
But.as its contents are nearly the fame with thofe 
in the lady’s next, it is omitted. 


LETTER Cx. 


| Mifs CLrarissa HarLowe, To Mi/s Howe. 
, _ Wedn. P.M. Apr. 26. 
T length, my deareft Mifs Howe, I am in Lon- 
don, and in my new lodgings. ‘They are neatly 
furnifh’d, and the fituation, for the-town, is pleafant. 
But, I think, you muft not afk me, how I like the 
old gentlewoman. Yet fhe feems courteous and ob- 
liging. Her kinfwomen juft appeared to welcome me 
| : at 


(a) Letter xxxvii. p-.192; 
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at-my alighting. They feem to be genteel youn 
anich: eon see oP their aunt and of sre da : 
fhall fee more. | 
' Mifs Sorlings ‘has an uncle at Barnet, whom fhe 
found fo-very ill, that her uneafinefs to ftay to attend 
him (having large expectations from him) made me 
comply with her defire. Yet I with’d, as her uncle. 
‘did not expect her, that fhe would firft fee me fettled 
in London ; and Mr. Lovelace was ftill more earneft 
that fhe would, offering to fend her back again in a 
day or two, -and urging, that her uncle’s malady inti- 
mated not a fudden change. But leaving the matter 
to her choice, after fhe knew what would have been 
mine, fhe made me not the expected compliment up- 
on it. Mr. Lovelace, however, made her a hand- 
fome prefent at parting. 

Eis genteel fpirit on all occafions makes me often 
wifh him more confftent. | 

As foonas I arrived, I took pofleffion of my apart- 
ment. Shall make good ufe of the light clofet in it, 
if I -ftay here any time. | 

‘One of his attendants returns in the morning to the 

wn; and I made writing to you by him, an ex- 
cufe for my retiring. | 

And now give ‘me leave to. chide you, my deareft 
friend, for your rafh, and I hope revocable refolution, 
not to make Mr. Hickman the happieft man in the 
world, while my ‘happinefs is in fufpenfe. Suppofe I 
were to be unhappy, ‘what, my dear, would your re- 
folution avail me? Marriage ts the hicheft ftate cof 
friendfhip: If happy, it leffens our cares, by divide- 
ing them, at the fame time that it doubles our plea- 
fures by a mutual participation. Why, my dear, if 
you love me, will you not rather give another friend 
to one who has rot two that fhe is fure of ?— 
Had you marry’d on your mother’s laft birth-day, as 
fhe would have had you, I fhould not, I dare fay, 


have 
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have wanted a refuge, that would have faved «met 
‘many mortifications, and — Aifgraces: yori 
"3 ; ee S&S . Ran ee a ehl: 

Here I was: broken in ‘upon. by. ddr: Lovelace ; 
introducing the widow leading:in a:kinfwamam of hers 
to attend me, if I approved: of her,.td}-my : Hannah 
 fhould come, or till I had provided myfelf with fome 
other fervant.: ‘The widow gave her many good qua- 
lities; but faid; that fhe had one great defeét ;lwhich 
was, that fhe could not write, nor read writing ; that 
part of her education having been neglected when fhe 
was young: But for difcretion, fidelity, obligingneds, 
fhe was not to- be outdone by any-body. -She.com- 
mended her likewife for her fkill in the needle, 

As for her: defect, I can eafily forgive that..: She 
is very likely and genteel ; too genteel indeed, I think, 
for afervant. But what I like leaft of all-in her, fhe 
_ has a ftrange fly eye. I never faw fuch an eye:— 

Half-confident, I think. But indeed Mrs. Sinclair 
herfelf (for that is the widow’s name) has. an odd 
» winking eye; and her refpectfulnefs feems too much 
ftudied,: methinks, for the London eafe and freedom. 
But people can’t help their. looks, you. know 3 and 
after all, fhe is extremely civil and obliging : And as 
for the young woman (Dorcas-her name), fhe will not 
_ be long with me. 7 as a 
I accepted her : How could I do otherwife . (if I had 
a mind to make objections, which in my prefent fitua- 
tion I had not), her-aunt prefent, and the young wo- 
man. alfo prefent; and Mr. Lovelace officious: m: his 
introducing of them for my fake ?—But. upon their 
leaving me, I told him, who feem’d inclinable to be- 
gina converfation with me, that I defired that this 
apartment: might. be .confider’d as my. retirement: 
That. when I. faw him, .it might .be. in the dining- 
room; and that I might be:as: little broke: in upon as 
pofible, when I am here. : He withdrew very. refpe&- 
fully to the door 5° but there ftopt ; and afked for my 

, , company 
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company then in the dining-room. If he was about 
fettin ae for other lodgings, I would go with him 
now, [told him: But if he did not juft then go, I 
would firft finifh my letter to Mifs Howe. 
I fee he has no mind to leave me, if he can help 
it. My brother’s fcheme may give him a pretence to: 
try to engage me to difpenfe with his promife. But 
if I now do, I muft acquit him of it intirely. | 
| My approbation of his tender behaviour in the 
midft of my grief, has given him a. right, as he: 
feems to think, of addreffing me with all the freedom 
of an approved lover. I fee by this man, that when 
- once a woman embarks with this fex, there is no re- 
ceding. One conceffion is but the prelude to an- 
other with them. He has been ever fince Sunday laft 
continually complaining of the diftance I keep him ats: 
and thinks himfelf intitled now, to call in queftion: 
my value for him; ftrengthening his doubts by my de-. 
clared readinefs to give him up to a reconciliation witlt 
my friends—And yet has himfelf fallen off from that 
abfequious tenderne/s, if I may couple the words, whicl> 
drew from me the conceffions he builds upon. : 
While we were talking at the door, my new fer- 
vant Came up, with an invitation to us both to tea. [ 
faid be might accept of it, if he pleafed; but I muft 
purfue my writing; and not choofing either tea or 
fupper, I defired him to make my excufes below, as 
to both ; and inform them of my choice to be retired 
as much as poffible; yet to promife for me my at- 
tendance on the widow and her nieces at breakfaft in 
the morning. 
_ He objected particularity in the eye of ftrangers, as 
to avoiding fupper.. ; . 
You know, faid I, and can tell them, that I fel- 
dom eat fuppers. My fpirits are low. You muft 
never urge me againft a declared choice. Pray, Mr, 
Lovelace, inform them of all my particularitics. If 
Vou. Il, O they 
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they are obliging, they will allow for: them; hpame 
~ tnot-here to make new acquaintance.” 


“"Vhave turned over the books I have found i in, my. 


élofet'; and'am not ‘a little pleafed with them ;.,and 
fle the better of the péople of. the.haule, ea their 


Stanhope’ § Goipels; : * Sharp’ Sy -Tillotfo and 
South’s Sermons ; Nelfon’s Feafts and. F- tots 2 Sa: 
cramental piece of the Bifhop of Man,. and anpther 
of Dr. Gayden, Bifhop.of Exeter; and Inett’s De- 
Votions; are among the devout books: And amo 
thofe of a. lighter turn, thefe not. ill-chofen ones.; A. 
‘Telemachus in French, another in Englith;. Steele’s, 
Rowe’ s,,and Shakefpeare’s. ron: 3; that genteel Co- 
medy of Mr. Cibber, The Carelefs. Hufband, and 
others of the fame Author; Dryden’s Mifcellanies ; 
the ‘Tattlers, SpeGators, and Guardians ; Pope’s, and 
ae 's, and Addifon’s Works. 
alt the “blank leaves, of the Nelfon and Bifhop Gau- 
rg. Sinclair’s name ; in thofe of moft of the 
ing ra ef Sarah Martin, or pone seca the 
manic of the two nieces. 


Ae 
: AM encedinay out of humour with Mr. Lave: 
Jace: And have great. reafon to be fo: As--you will 
allowg- when , you. ,have read the converfation I am 
ing ta.give you an account of; for he would not 
fe me reff till I gave him my company in the dining» 
room. - 


t nb. began; ‘cith letting me on that.he.had been 


out, to inquire after the character of the widow ;. which — 


was the more neceflary, he faid, as:he fuppofed that 
I would expeé? his frequent abfence.. 

I did, I faid; and that. he.,would not think. of 

faking: up his lodging in the fame Bowe = me. But 

oe Adan was ae iflue of ha ponies = sag 
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“Pry, ited, it was, in the main; what’ he liked 
well enough. Bat.as it was Mifs Howe’s opinign, ° 
as I had‘tolt him, that my brother had not given over 
hiv'{cherrie‘; ‘ay the widow lived by. lettin lodgings § 
indhadothers to Jet in the fame part of the oufe 
which might be taken by an enemy-; he knew no 
better way, than for him to take them all, “4s it could — 
not be for along time ; unlefs I’ would think of. re 
frioving to others.§ 
“So far was well enough: But as it was eafy for me 
to fee, that he fpoke ‘the flighter of the widow, ‘in 
order to have a pretence to lodge fere ‘himfelf, I 
afked- trim: his intention i that refpect. And ha 
ftarikly own’d, that if I chafe to flay here, he could 
fiot, as matters ftood, think of teaving me ‘for’ fix 
hours together; and he had prepared the widow tg 
éxpett, that we fhould be here but for 4 few days ;—~ 
only till we could fix ourfelves'in a houfe ‘fuitable to 
our condition ; and this, that I might be under the lef 
embarrafs, if I pleafed toremive. °° 
5° Fix oirfelves ina Honfe, and we afid eur, Mr 
‘ Lovelace—Pray, in what light 
He interrupted me,—~Why,' my deareft life, if 
will heat nie with patiertces—~ YeeI am’ half dfrai 
that f- have been too fotward,: as I have not confulte 
¥Uu Upditit.— But as my friends ‘inttdwh, atcotdin; 
to: what Mr.: Doleman has written, in the letter you 
inwe'feen; conchide us to be marry’di~' -°* 2" 
Surely, Sir, you have not prefumed— "7 
coder me! oat; déaref creature— You hive received 
ech favour my addrefles— You have made me hoy 
fet‘ the honour of your confenting Nard :° Yet, by de- 
clining my moft ferverit tender of myfelf to you at Mrs. 
Sorlingé’s, ‘have’ girvén me apprehenfions of delay’: I 
would act for the world be thought {6 ungenerous a 
wretch, now you have fénoiired me with your conff- 
dence, as to with to precipitate you: Yet Pid brother’s 
fgheédacs are not given up. Singleton, I am afraid, is 
.,.Qr2 actually | 
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actually in town; his veflel lies at Rotherhith— Your: 
brother is abfent from Harlowe- Place: [indsed not with 
Singleton yet, as I can hear)... If you are Anewa tobe: 
mine, or if you-are but: thought: to.be fo, there will 
pr ably. be..an .end of. your brother’s contavances. 
The widow’s character may be. as- worthy as-st’ is faid 
to be. ‘But the worthier the is, the more danger,-if 
your. brother’s agent: fhould find. us out; finee-the 
may. be. perfuaded, that fhe ought in ‘confcience-to 
take.a,parent’spart, againft a child who ftands in op- 
penion to them. — But if fhe believes us married, ‘her 
good character will ftand.us in ftead, and fhe will be 
of our party, — Then I have taken care to-give her a 
reafon why, two. apartments are requifite for us, .at the 
hour of retirement, © ¢ te Ss 
_ T perfeétly. raved athim. .. I would have flung fronr 
him in refentment ; but he would not let me: And 
what, could: I do? Whither go; the evening ad- 
yanced? st ee Fes 
".L am aftonifh’d at you! faidI:— If you are-a ‘mart 


ef honour, what. need-of, all-this -ftrange obliquity'?. 


You delight in crooked. ways.-——Let me know,' fince'T 
mutt {tay in your company {for-he held my hand), ‘let 
me know ,all you. have faid. -» Indeed,-indeed, Mr. 
Lovelace, you are a very unaccountableman.  * 
| My deareft creature, need 1 to have mentioned any 
thing of this 5 and could I nat have taken: up my lodg¢ 
ings in this houfes unknown to.you,- if l-had ‘not ins 
tended to make you the judge of:all my proceedings ? 
-—But this. ig what L.have told the widow before her 
kin{women,:.and, before your new fervant,—~TPhat in- 
deed we were privately mazried at Hertford ; but that 
you. had preliminarily bound me undera folemn vow, 
which Jam moft seligioufly refolved to keep, to be 
‘contented with feparate apartments, and even. not’to 
lodge under. the fame. raof, till a certain reconciiation 
fallitake, plage, which: is. of high canfequence to beth 
And farther, that _Imight convince you-of: the purity 
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of my intentions, ani] that nry whole view in this wag 
to prevent mifchief, I have acquainted them, that I 
have folemnly promifed to behave to you before every 
bodys. as: if we were only betrothed, ‘and not mar? 
tied 5 -not-even offering to: take any of thofé innocent 
freedoms which are not refafed in the troft pun&i- 
Hous Jeves. police octets SY me wp Sl Medes “4 ae 
- And.then he folemnly vowed to me the ftrictel® 
ebfervance of the fame refpectful behaviottr to he. “'" 
_. [told him, that I was not by any means fatished 
with the tale he had: told, nor with che nheceffity he 
wanted to lay me under, of appearing what T'was 
not :: ‘That every ftep he took was’a wiy ‘one, 4 
neediefs wry one: And fince he thought it néceffary 
to tell the people below any thing about me, I infift- 
ed, that he fhould unfay all he had faid, and tell them 
the truth.. : | ae ee een 
What he had told then, ‘He faid, ‘was ‘with ‘fo 
many circumftances, that be could fooner die ‘that 
captradict it. And {till he Mifted upon the propriety 
of., appeaxing to: be married, for .the réafons ‘hé ‘had 
given, before. — And, -deareft' creatute, ‘faid he; wh¥ 
this high difpleafure with me upon fo well-inténtled ‘an 
expedient? You know, that I cannot with ’to: Thon 
your brother, : or: his Singleton, but: upen your: ac 
count... The firft ftep E would take, if left to'myfelf; 
would.be to find them-out. I have always 'aéted itt 
this manner, when ‘any-bedy. has prefumed to givd 
out threatniugs againft me. os. ft 
_ ?Tis,true, I fhould ‘have confulted yeu firft, and 
had your leave. But:fince you diflike. what I ‘have 
faid, :let me implore you, deareft Madam, ‘to give the 
only proper fan@tion to it,: by naming-an early day, 
W ould to heaven that wereto be to-morrow !—— Fo 
God’s fake, let it.be tosmorrow !: But if noe [Was tit 
his bufines, my dear, .before-1 {poke (yet he: ahaa 


ta be afraid.of me),.ta fay, Ifnot?}; let!-meé -Befeech 


¥ou, Madam, if nay. behaviour fhall net be to your 
aan O. 3 diflike, 
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diflike, th ou. will not. 
diftredit w hat have t od ign Te moment I ae 
you cul as think, that. ate 2, any advantage. of -ypur 
f a Gate: pas ARR 
i tat olen inves ance, orp det. me, xem 


bay 
ditt cs this expedient —It is w only & to preven probable 
milchief, for your own. mind fog the 
ree of thofe who deferye. not the lealt conkidratnn 
rom m 
“What could I fy? What contd Ido, dL nesy 


with him to “ben iat a meeting to- morrow. morn- 
ngs at a more fo 


ae ee den pont a ~a.yesyipar- 
¥. appearance.to,the pepple below, fram, whatshe 
tery told them ;. and,,the, mpre,.as--he- had a@ually 
\ agreed for.all the vacant, apartments. (indeed only. for 
a month), for the reafon’ he ‘had before hinted: aty; ut 
PAGED ROK Atay, here..cWO daysy .if - pomp sonverting 
hts red blot Lo cebeaeasror yn ode? ot rats ace! n areeh 
a 2 48 
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with’ whe witow’ afd’ hei nieces ‘in” the” mornirlg, T 


Mould have-any difliketo them. ©) 8 hd"! 
| * Tthought, notwithftandihg my ‘tefolutiori abdvel 
{ mihtibnad; that ie would feem too pubctiligus tg deny 
| him 3’ urider the circumftances ‘he had mentioned ¢— 
Hevine;' befides, no reafon to think he would tibet 
me 5 for ‘he looked, as if he were deterinin’d to deba 
the matter with me. And, as now, I fee i tenarenetes 
of a reconciliation with my friends; and had a&tudih 
received his addrefles with lefs referve than évér' ” 
_ thoaght I would mot quarrel with him, ifI’could help 
it, ¢fpecially as he afked to {tay but for one night; and 
would have done {6 without my knowing ity and you 
deirg of opinion, that the proad wretch, diftrufting his 
own merits with me, ‘or at leaftimy regard for him, 
will probably bring me to fome coriceflions in his fa- 
vour': For a thet reafons, I thought proper to field 
‘this point; yet I was fo vexed with him on the ofher, 
that it was impoffible for me to comply with that 
grace which aconceffion fhould be made with, or not 
-Mddeatal 000 Fd 
*< Dhes was what I faid. —'What you will do, you 
“muff do, -I-think, © You ate very ready to’ promife ; 
' Véry-teady -to depart from your promife, You fay, 
“hewever, that you will: (et out: to-morrow for th 
‘country, You kiow how ill I have been: Tam ngt 
swell endugh now te debate with you upon your in- 
“eroaching ways. Tam utterly diffatisfied ‘with 
- tle you have told below. ‘Nor ‘will I promife tg a 
| pear'to the people of the houfe to-mdrrow, what I am 
“NOb 2h SA! caeee SOS Ze ae = a IY 
| He withdrew, in the moft refpeétful mahrer! ‘be- 
-feeching me only to favdur him with fuch a meee 
ia the morning, ~as might’ not make the eee d 
ther nieces think he had'given mereaton ty be offehded 
tigiech him. (0 el. vis alee of not 6 
“oS Ftetired tomy own: apartitient; abd Dotcas Uinik ko 
- ste foon after to. take my Per i I told her, that 
4 I 
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{ required -very little pasganinncs and eet ‘dreficd 
and i andreffed myfelf. yap 
. She feemed concerned, as if fhe thought 4 had sree 
ee er, and: ine - thould be her where muy" i 
Obit 
. I cold be her, that I une difficult. to ‘leatess And 
fhould-tet her know from time to time whatafitances 
¥fhould expeét from her. But for that night I had 
no accafion' for-her further attendance. : 

She is not only genteel, but is well-bred, and well- 
fpoken. —She muft have had what is generally thought 
to be the polite part‘ of education: But it is ftrange, 
that fathers and ivotliens fhould make fo light, as the 
generally do, of that preferabkd part, in girls, which 
would 1 nIprOve their minds and give a grace to all the 
reft. 

-As foen-as fhe was gone, I infpetted the ee the 
' windows, the wainfcot, the dark.clofet as well as the 
light .one; and finding. very gpod faftenings to the 
door, and to all the gia: I again aa recourte to 
miy pen. 


Mrs. SIncair is juft now pone . from me.  Dor- 
cab, ‘fhe told me, had acquainted her, that I had dif- 
miffed her for the night. . She came to afk me how I 
liked my apartment, ~ and to with me good reft. She 
-expreffed her concern, that the 7 could not have my 
Sompany at fup per. Mr. Lovelace, fhe faid, had in 
formed them of my love of retirement. She affured 
me, that I fhould not be broken in upon. She highly 
extolled him, and gave me a fhare in the praife, as to 
perfon.. But was-forry, fhe faid, that fhe was likely 
to lofe-us fo foon as Mr. Lovelace talked of. 

I anfwered her with fuitable civility ; and fhe with- 
-drew. with great tokens of refpect. .With greater, I 
think, than fhould be from diftance of yeafs, as fKe 
was the wite of a eeleneas and as the appearance 
of 


; ; = - c y 
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f'every thing ‘about her, as well houfe “as, drelsy 
carries the marks of fuch good circumftances, as fe- 
quire not abafement. os 
My my dear, you wil write againtt prohibition, be 


pleafed to dire&t, To Mi/s Letitia Beaumont, Ta be 
Beft:till called for, at Mr. Wilfon’s in Pall- Mak, a « 
_: Mrs Lovelace propofed.this dire&ion to me, 08 
knowing of your defire that our letters fhould pafs by 
a third hand. As his motive fox it was, that my bros 
ther might not: trace out where we are, I am glad, 
as well from this inftance, as from others, thathe 
feems to think he has done. mifchief enough already. 
- Doyou knowhow my poor Hannah does? 
_ Mr. Lovelace is fo full of his contrivances and ex- 
pedients, that I think it may not’ be amifs to defye | 
you to look carefully to the feals of my letters, as P 
fhall to thofe of yours. ‘ If I find him bafe in this 
particular, I fhall think him capable of any evil; and 
will fly bim as my worft enemy. oe 


LETTER LX |. 

 MGfs Howe, To Mifs Crarissa HaRlowr, } 
[ With her two laft Letters, N® \wi. lvii. inclefed. oN 

> =F Be | Thurfday Night,. April 27. 
Have yours, juft brought me. Mr. Hickman has 

‘ help’d me to a lucky expedient, which, with the 
affiftance of the poft, will enable me to correfpond 
with you every day. An honeft higglter (Simon Col- 
lins his name), by whom I fhall fend this, ‘and the 
two inclofed (now Ihave your direction where}, goeé 
to town conftantly on Mondays, .Wednefdays, and 
Fridays, and can bring back to me from Willon’s 
" what you fhall have caufed to be left for me.: * + = ' 
_* Fcongratulate you'on your arrival in town, fo nmch — 
amended in fpirits. I muft be brief. I hope you'll 


8 »FheH rsa ye nu 
have no cqule P, repent Pent retiring my § Norris. It is 


forth-coming én 
Iiam your Senta cab’t -be with pons. She 
Be ill full 5 but not jn danger. . 
for Nba account of Ni women yo: 
BP they aré’ Nee right Beople, you'll End sob 
‘dine’ brdakfafting."’ 
OF know ‘iot" Whit ' to write ‘yor his sepitng fo 
“then, ‘that’ you ‘ate adlually matried.’ “His 
for it are plaufible. ° But he delights i in odd’ etpedent 
“asid inventions." 
0) Whether you like ‘the copie’ or ‘not; don’t; ie 
"your noble facetitp ‘arid aa dealing,” make yourte 
rae Piha iein ‘the'world now, you know: © 
I am yot ‘ha thouphts of taking- him at 
‘offer, #f he had vole it, I sronder ‘be did’ nie 
“Pat if he don’t foon, and in fich a‘ way as you’ can 
accept-of it, don’t think of ftaying with him. © 
| “upon it, my dear, he will not leave 
~eieher sight or: oe if he can nee: i, now . has go 
ey ba a 7 
wl ‘fheuld have abhorréd:hima. fot his report of your 
cmaurieges had he. not made it with fuchcircumftarices, 
rasdeave it:ftill in your power to:keep-him at diftanice. 
cf ontce he offer at the leaf familiarity —Bue this is 
sineedlefs:: to -fay.to you. He: can have, I think, to 
- ethor defign, but whathd profefies 3 becaufe he muft 
ned hee that thas aioe malt eee Biel vigh- 


7 Yeu aay depetud upon: my looking narrowly into 
abe Sealings ::of your Jetters.: ‘If, ias you fay, he “be 
bale: in thes poust; he will be-foin every-thing. ‘But 
$6 one of fort mesit, sof: your fortune; ‘of: your’ vir- 
i ave, hei cannot -be-bafe. :- The man:is no-feol. -J€ is 
“dus cinterefl; as well with repard-to his expedtarions 
-frons- bis -eobn friesis, as: from’ you; t0 be: honeft. 


Would stb cheaveny “however, that ‘you weve’ really | 


sosaxied! This is the tea with of!) 05) 
8 Your ANNA. Howe. 


ax col ual 
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9: (Mife Conaisa HaaLowsy Fo Af Howst — 


peta Gig Bots eis eek abel eaUee veel 

doses ons og nrg utfbay Mornizig, “Eight ¢ Cit k- 
f iy Am.more and more difpleafed. with iF Loy ela 
on reflection, for his boldnefs in hoping, tof 


me, tho’ but paffively, as 1 may fay, teltily to his,great 
isuthe Ad Shel be, boa ul dele for ity his 
view in it does not come put to-be the hope of ae 
celerating my refolution in his favour, by. the, diff- 
faulty it. will. lay me under as to my behayiqyr to 
‘him... Hg. has fent me his compliments by. Darcags 
with. a requeft that I will permit him, to attend, m 
in .the .dining-room;. perbaps,,, that, -he, may, guels. 
‘from. thence, whether I pill; meet,.him: in gond- 
“humour,.or not; But | have.anfwared, thag.as,] fall 
fee him at breakfaft-time, 4 defre to be exculed,., edn 
es Geek ee aN woe, Fae Wit 2. Fen. 0 Clack: | 

+, La Rw’p..to adjuf my; countenance befgre Lwent 
down, to an eafier air than I had a heart, andowas 
:weceived with the highe(t tokens of: sefped: by:the wi+ 
dow,::and her two nieces: Agreeable young women | 
snough in their, pesfona; -but they decrand: to--pat an. 
‘am air of teferve ;, white; Mr. Lovelace was eafy dad 


free.ta-ally as .if; he.were.of long. acquaintance with. 


> them :, gracefully enough, I cannot but fay yan addam 


_ gage which éravelled. gentlemen have aver.othes people. 


“The widow, in the converfation. we had: afeér. 


_breakfalt, gave .us an .account iof :the military merit 
of she ¢olanel her hufband:; and,.upon¢has ootafion,. 
: put ber handkerchief ito her.ey¢ twice ox: theicai. JI 


hope, :for. the fake. of |her fincerisy;. the wetted st; oe- 


-caute fhe: would, be thaught to-have done fo; but I 
- Saw. ipot, thas: fhe. dids: :&be with’d that }-might 


dpever know: the. lofs, of: a bufband : fo dear -to meey ids 


«, hex. dear: colonel wes to hes) :And- again the: put ‘ter 


handkerchief to.heneyra. Sgacg BIW 2a asta A Y Ddfatwend 
_ O 6 3 It 


= 


ca - ‘ * ae a 
Pena Aas 
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- : Atsmaft; no: doubt; hen shoftafigétn g thing tebe fe 
pasated froma ‘good hafbind;:and eh berlett in’: diffi}. 
cult eircumftances. befides,. and thatunot bye bie fault, 
aad expofed to the infults of -the: bafe and ingrateful ; 
as fhe reprefented her :cafe.to.be at.his deaths | This 
moved. meé a ‘good deal in her favour; -. * > i 

“You: know, my dear, that I have an open and fe 
heart,’ and, naturalty, -have as ‘open'and frée ‘a coun: 
tenance; ‘at leaft'my comptimenters have told ‘me fo. 
At once, where I like; I mingle; minds without re- 
ferve, enceuraging reciprocal’ reedoms, and am for> 
- ‘ward to déffipate diffidences.. But .with: thefe two. 
young racine I never can be intimate-I don’ t 

why: + 

Only, that cceuteance: ad -what paffod i in con- 
velaaany encouraged ‘not the notion,’ or I fhould 
have been apt to think, that the young gentlewomen 
and Mr. Lovelace ‘were of. tonger ‘acquaintance than: 
yefterday. For-he, by ftealth, as it were, caft 
plancés.. fometimes:..at thems. which: they: returned ;. 
anid, on miy-ocular sotice, their eyes fej: as Imay 
Gy,: ander my “eye, as “if a2 ele ‘Rot ftand its 
examination. © f 
Fhe widow. directed: all-her tale to: ae 48 to. M TS 
bovelace.; ‘and: I, with a very ilbgrace, bore it:: And 
ence the exproffed; more. forwardly than: £ thank’d her 
for, :her. :~wondeér, that’ any vow, any -confideration, 
however ‘weighty,--could Have force enough with.fo 
charming a‘couple, as. fhe malice? him and. mie, :to: 
Take us. keep feparate beds.. 

| Bhs. eyes, upon shi hints had the: ail vantage of | 
mine... Yet- was I:not confcious of guilt. Flow know 
T then; upon ‘recolléGian, shat ‘my -cenfures upon 
theirs are noe stood rath? There arey no: doubt,. 
many! truby modeft: perfons (putting myfelf ‘out ‘of: 
the - ‘qucPion},: who,’ by: blufhes at: an.“ injurtons. 
chitgés-havd! been fas} ed by: thofe who carinot-di-: 
Binguifh between the: confufion:which guilt will be at-. 

tended: 


Mis Chatke Harlowe. 30% 
tended with,!!and t thas noble comfciousnefs, that;over- 
fpireads:the face-of asfine Spirit; ita be esneuent cuca . 
pable of:.aninmputedievile:: 3:5) .- 

«Fhe great-Roman; :as we xead, ake tock is bite 
nante from:ane part in‘three (the fourth not then-dif- 
<covered)* of the wosld he had trinimphed over, being 
charged with 2‘mean crime to his foldiery, chofe.ra- 
‘thes to:fuffer oxile: (the-punitbment dus ta it,: had he 
been. found guilty),:than to have at dfaid, that Scipio 
was queftioned in. public; on fe fcandalous a charge. 
Aad think you, my.dear, that Scipio did. not bluth 
-with indignation, when the charge was frit commu 
Ricated-to:him? | | 

Mr. Lovelace, when the widow exprefled her. fow 
ward wonder, looked fly and-leering, as if to obferve 
how I took it; and faid, they might obferve that his 
regard. for ‘my: "will and- pleafure, calling, me: his dear 
creature, had. greater. farce upon. him, than the. om 
by which he had bound himfelf. 

-Rebuking both him and the widow, " faid, It was 
ftrange to me to hear an,cath or vow. fo lightly treatr: 


ed, as:to have it.thought;but of /ecand gd _ 


whatever were the firft. 

-'The: ebfervation ; was. :. juft, Mifs Mactin-faid ; ie 
that nothing could excufe the breaking of a. folemn 
vow, be the occafion of making it what it would. 

I afleed after the neareft church ; for I have been 
too. lang: a ftranger. tothe facred worthip.; They 
named Bt. James’s, St. Anne’s,.and another in Bloonals 
bury ; and the two nieces faid, they oftenelt went to 
St. James’s' church,. becaufe of the good, aaa 
as well-as ‘for the excellent preaching,: | : | 

Mr. Lovelace faid, the Royal Chapel was the lace 
he oftcneft went to, when: i in tewn,: Poor man! little 
did I expect to hear he went to any place of devotion. 
Latked, If the prefence of the vifible king. of, com- 
paratively, but. a..fmall: territory, did not take off, 


too j generally the requifite attention ta the fervice of 
the 


gee dies een. 


the inv iftel King aad. Minbar of-aithoufané worlds} 
He believed this might be fo with fuch as.came-for 
seutiohity, when the Royal. Family. were préfsit. ‘But, 


totkerwife, ‘he had feert:as:aneny: demsiite fdbes2ag the 


Serethag Chapel, .ad any>where! cfr bAedi why: ‘noe? 


aha ‘people about Courts bavt.a dedpfanren to 


off, as any. people whiaroewarc © oe ist tly 

¢ fpoke this with:fé anmch leviey, thet J could sant 

_ help fayings That nobody queftioned:; sbus: > he: Braid 
how to choofe his:company. toc cco vias |e. 

- Your fervant, my dear, i areas oak ba wend: 
‘ind turning to: them, Yow will obfarve,: upon-nuns- 
derlefs occafions, ‘ladies, as we sana pcan 
that my beloved never fpares me upon: thefs tc 
Bot' I admire’ her: as smudhoin. brandis pameasa! 
fond of her ‘approbation: Se aap ae “ik : 
 Mifs Horton faid EEE 
She could not bit fay, that die a aaaineoe mane 
ir mighty ‘beconting svyoung peaple.: 

| Very. true, joined: iau:Mife: n. “And Shake 
are fays well; Ghat yorthsisothe /pring of thr fe,: Dhe 
_ blopere af: gawily years 5: with ‘a: theatrical air fhe fpolce 
“it: And-for her patt,- fhe could. not:but admise in my 

- fpoufe;.: that: ctanmag —— — fo well: fiunted 
his time of life. 
_ Mr. andlace bows. “The iman is fond of praife. 
More fond of it, I doubt, than of deferving it.; Yet 
. this fort of praife he: does deferve.' He-has, you. oe 
an eafy free manner, and no bad voice: And this 
praife fe expanded his gay! heart,: that he [ung the fol- 
ae ines, from Congreve,;:as ore WETS 
mL outh does a thoufand pleafures bring, — 2 
LV hich from! deérepit age will fly; ee 
Sweet that wanton 11 the bofom of. the shrines 
nl winter” 5 ee slide des a 


, yo fee. 


“nieces. “Ne or wag it oe away. ypon Ai PA “They 


encored / 
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eecined: jue his compile “f'd chem in nky 


Tea Ot or. 

1 Weshaabrfome. talk abdut: meals:; and: the widow 
avery aceeill offer’d) to conform: to any rules I.- would 
Feo shegii« Ds edid her, bow -eafily I:was: pleafed, and 
chaw.anugh:d chofe to dine: by myfttf; and that froma 
plate fent me fromvany:fingte ith. ‘But oe ‘not 
tapable yd: with fuch particulars. 

«2 hey though me. very finguiar 5 arid with foe: 
But as I liked them not fo very well as to forego my 


eure ehoice:in:conphiment to: them, I was ‘the’ lefs 


-coacerned for-what tliey thodght. And fiill the lefs, 
ae Bis. Lovelace tat put : me wey much a 
or witty him. : ee 14 
athe hoveever; hawevee) cautiontd ‘me againit mekancholy. 
J tide hould be a very unhappy Creature, if I cou 
net bear “my ‘own comrpany. 

. Mr. Lovelace faad, ‘That he muft let the ladies int 
‘my ftory ; and then they would know how to allow 
foi -my ‘ways. But, iny déar, as yeu love me, faid the 
<dnfident wretch, give: as ittle: way to melancholy ds 
podible: Nothing tnt the fweetnefs of your temper, 
and:your high notions. of a duty that can never be de- 
iferved where you place it, can make you {fo uneafy as 
you are.—Be not angry, my dear love,. for faying fo 
(Teoing mie: frown, 1 fuppofe) : And fnatched my hand, . 
‘and kifled it. 

. Left him: with them 3 ; and retired to my clofet and 


. Juft as. 1 have: sweote thus far, | 1 am. interrupted | 
by a meflage from him, that he 3 fetting out .on a 
journey, and defires to take my.commands.—So here I 


will leave off, topive himameeting in the dining: room. 
2. 


I was not difpleafed to fee him i in. his riding: drefs. 

He feemed defirous to know how I liked the ‘ee 
women below: I told him, that ‘altho’. F' did 
‘think them’ very exceptiondble, yet'as I el ib, 
in 


394; SHO. HisToRy of. 
in, my ptefegt. Situation, , new, acquaiptanges: Iifhoukd 


not be fond of cultivating theirs; and he mult. feeond: 
Mey... eee 4p my..defire, of breakfafting and 


fupping ( when I did fup) by myfelf. ae 


If L would have it {p,. tobe ,fure.it should. bef. 
The people of the. houfe. were. pot of confequerice:: 
enough to be spolagiz to, in, Any point -where. my: 


pleafure was concerned., And if.] fhould. difike, ghem. 


{till more on further knowlege, of thems. he ‘oped. I. 


would think of fome other lo 


He exprefled a good deal. of regret at leaving ame 


declaring, that it was abfolutely in obedience .to my: 


commands: But that he. could not,have confented to, 
go, while my brother’s fchemes were ,on foot;.if I | 
had not done. him the. credit of, my. cewntenance. in . 


the report he had made that. we were marry’d; which, 
he faid, had bound all’ the family ,to his intereft,::fo 
that fe could. leave me with the greater fecurity and 
fatisfaction. ) 


4 


.He hoped, he tid, that, on. his return, T-would.. 


name his happy .day ;. and: the, rather as I might be: 


convinced, by. my rother’ s projects, thas. NO Tecon-. - 


ciliation was to be expe¢ted, 


I told him, that perhaps L might write one » letter 
to my uncle Harlowe. He once loved me. _ I fhould.. 


be ealier when I had. made one. direét. application.. I 


might poffibly ee fuch terms, in relation to my | 


grandfather's eftate, as might procure me their. at- 
tention ; and I hoped he would be long enough abfent 
to give me time to write to him, and. receive an: an- 
‘fwer from him.. | 

That, he mutt beg my pardon, he could not pro- 
mife. He would inform himfelf of Singleton’s and 
my brother’s motions ; and if an his return, he found 
no reafon.for apprehenfions,. he would go. directly to 
Berks, and endeavour to bring up with him his.coufin. 
Charlotte,. who, he hoped, would induce me to. give 
He nn ¢arlier day, than at. prefent J feemed to = 
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“I-told' him, that I would take that yeung. lady’s’: 
company for a preat favour. . ca 
T -was:the more pleafed with this motion, as it came * 
from himfelf. a ee te eee 
. He earneftly ‘preffed me to: accept of a bank note : 
But I declined it. And then he offer’d me his fervant | 
Witliarn for my attendant in his abfence; who, he— 
faid, ‘might be difpatched to him, if any thing extra- - 
ordinary fellout. Iconfentedto that = ===: ' 
He took his leave of me, in the moft refpeétful | 
manner, only kiffing my hand. He left the note un-_ 
obferv’d by. me upon the table. - You may be. fure J 
fhall give it him back at his return. | os 
. Lam now in a much better humour with him thast 
Iwas. ‘Where doubts of any perfon are removed, 8 ' 
mind, not ungenerous; is willing, by way of amends 
for. having conceived thofe doubts, to conftrue every-_ 
thing that happens capable of a good conftruction, 1— 
| that perfon’s favour. Particularly, I cannot but be 
:  pleafed to obferve, that altho’ he {peaks of the ladies 
,  Ofshis:family with the freedom of relationfhip, yet it 
| is. always-with tendernefs. And from a man’s kind~- 
nefs to his relations of the fex, a woman has fome— 
reafons to expect his good behaviour to herfelf, when 
married,.if fhe be willing to deferve it from him. And 
_ thus, my dear, am I brought to fuch a pafs, as to fit 
,  myfelf.down fatisfy’d. with this man, where I find 
»  Yoom.toinfer, that he is not naturally a favage. 
 » May you, my dear friend, be always happy in your 
‘reflections, prays. = -: : 
-. Your ever-affectionate | 
oy Ci. HARLowE. 


Mr. Lovelace in his. next-letter triumphs on his 
having carried his two great points of making the lady 
yield .to.paf for his wife to the people of the houfe, | 

. and ¢othis::taking up his lodging in it, tho’. but-for- 
| gone night, He. is now fure, "he, fays, that he thalt: 


foor' 
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fden.prevadil, if-not by pérfuahon, by farprize.:'- Yet 
he pretends to have fomie kittlt remorfe, : and cénfures 
him(dlf ab acting the part af the grand tempter. : But 
having fuoceeded thus ‘far, he cannot, he' firys) forbear 
érying, ad¢comling: te: the refelation he: et ‘before 
made, whether he cannot ge farthers) | --! vtec? 
~ He gives the: particulars ‘of their: ioe onthe 
above: mentioned fubjedts,: to: ‘the fame effeSbas‘in the 
Jad ’s laftiletterss' 2.) 

t will by this: time. be: feen, that his while ‘merit 
with regard to this lady,:lies in doing juftice to her 
_ sexoelencies doth of mind amt perfon,: by acknow- 


:legement, : tho’ to his: ewn condemnation. Thus he _# 


Seine his fueceodmg fetter. ~~ «= « 
~. 4 And now, Belford; --witl § give thee an actourt 
‘ of our firft breakfa@ converfation”. .. - 
‘© All (weetly ferene and ‘eafy-was' the lovely brow 
“ and: ‘charming afpett of my. goddefs; on her-defeend- 
S mp-to us céromaniling reverence from every eye; 
* a courtefy from every knee; and filenrce,: awful 
i* fidence, front every: quivering “lip. ''Whilé the, 
o$ -erhYd : with--confeious .worthinefs: and ingens 
“4 léoked and: behbved, as an emprefs would : rea 
:* her vaffals;. yet™ with: a freedom’ from: pride'a 
ot: shaughtiness, as chap to. dignity,’ ‘and ae vee 
““-viour habitually gra vs 
. He takes natice Ce ie be jealoaly, ‘pbide and vinity of 
: Sally ‘Martin and Poity, Hortotiy on his refpettfat *be- 
bavioun te het: Creatures: who; bromght gg cay Pi 
\higk for their-fortunes, ‘and td a'tafte of pledfure}artd 
rf ithe: piri -diverftonsy had: falbey dn tify tptey td his 
ts’; and for fome time’ palt,: bean aflectates 
i i with ae Sinchir: And -who,as he obférves, had: rot 
1 yet gotover that diftinction in their Jove; which reacts 
“at wenmad ‘prefer one man: to another.) 76-2 
it. »% How! diffcale is it, he, ‘to make’ a’ ae 
« * fabfctibe te: a preference. againft) herfelf;' the! Jevér 
af ‘fo ‘vifible ; efpecially where love is 0 Th ? 
‘ This 


| 


Ss a a Fe Senne ou > ae a 
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‘: : This violent; -chis partial betle devil, Sally; dasehe 


$. irifotence..to compare besfelf' with an ~~ yet 
‘ .dwns her ia bean angel.. I charge you, Mr. Love 
¢tabe} {aid fae, fhew -none of -your extravagant acts 


‘of kibdaets ‘before mie, to this fullen, this gloomy 
‘ beauty !—I cammot bear it--+T hen :her. facri- 
‘ ifices were remember’d-—W hat.a rout do thefe wo- 
‘men make about, nothing at all! . Were it not for 
‘* what the learned bifhop, in his letter from Italy, 
£-calls‘the delicacy of mtrigue, what is there; Bel- 
* ford, in-all they can do for'ns?—— 

. 6:-Hlow--do thele creatures endeavour to Aimulate 
‘imet* A-fallen:woman, jack, isa worfe deviithan 
© even a profligate man. ‘Fhe former is above alf:re- 
< uporfe.:. Fhat am tot £—MNor ever thall they pre- 
* vail upon me, tho’ sided -by all ‘the powers of dark- 
S nefs, to treat this: admirable creature with indignity 
« —=So fas, I:mean, aséndignity can be Separated from 
4: the trials, which wit prave. her'to be either woman 
is-ona 

-{¥ Wet ith harny I ama-craven : I might have had 
“asher: :‘befdré now, if would: If I would -treat‘her 4s 
4; fiedh idnd : ‘blood, I fhonid find her fuch ;- They 
‘#, chstaght-that I-koew, if any man living did, that to 
“$.make x goddefs of a woman, the would adfumre the 


_* goddefs ; to give her power, fhe would act up to it 


‘$ to. the ‘giver; ifto nobody elfe-——And D—1’s wife is 
‘.ithro@n:; inte. ty dith, who, thou knowelt, kept her 
~S-over-ceremodiqus: hufbsnd at Haughty diftance, and 
b+. whined in privdte:to het. infulting footman.—-O how 
3% Loeerfed the blafpheming : ‘wretches !'— They will 
> make me, as Ttell chem; bate their houfe ; and never 
.%, nedt, tilt B iremovesherow- And b my foul, Jack, I 
:&' bepyn.toy ropedt: already, : fhat J: have brought her 
© hither—And yet, amithoun knowing their hearts, fhe 
cf opeintvesoagning having ahy, more!coriverfatidn with 
~$: shosd sthan ibd can avoids ‘Khas I baganinee aan is 
“boriwsn0s Gi 940: oh ‘ sal gOS, : ve es ‘ dinte 
ead > 
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* fince jealoufy in woman. is not to be cemtealed ftinz 
* woman. And Sally has no command of herfelf,’. -: 


TT EETTER LXV Ol, 
: Mifs Cranissa HaaLowe,;: Yb A4i/s Howey > 
wee es | . | a. 7 : - ~ ‘| Fridays April 28. : 
R. Lovelace is returned already.. My brother’. 

n'*™ projects. were his. pretence. _ I, could not but. 
look upon this fhort abfence as an evafion of his .pros- 
mife ; aa gruel as he had taken fuch. precautions with 
the people below ;, and as hg knew that E propofed.to 
keep clofe within-deors. I capnot.bear to be. dealt. 
meanly with, and angrily infifted, that he fhould di-. 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 


’ 


sar fet out for Berkfhire, in order to engage his, 
coulin, as he had promifed. ,. . 

O my deareft life, faid he, why. will you banith. 
me from your prefepce ?—-I cannat leave you for fo. 
bong atime, as you feem to expect I fhould. Ihave. 
‘been hovering about town, ever fince I, left, you, 


Edgware was-the furtheft place I went to; and there. 
I was not able to ftay two hours, for fear, at this crifis,. 


any thing fhould happen. Who can accoupt for the. 
workings of an apprehenfive mind, when all that is 


dear and valuable to it is at ftake? — You may fpare. 
yourfelf the trouble of writing to any of your friends. 
till the happy ceremany has paffed, that thal] intitle me. 


to give weight to your.application.. When they know 
we are marry’d, your brother's plofs.will be ,at,an 


end; and your father and.mother,: and uncles, muf- 


be reconciled to you.—Why then fhould you hefitate, 
_a moment to.,confirm my_happinefs?—Why, ance. 


more, would you banifh me from you? | Woy, will, 


you not give the man, who has brought .you into 
_difficulties, and’ who fo honaqurably wifhes to. extrie 
cate you from them, 3 - 

eA Oe LE we ee sn 


e 4 
lead 


the happinels of doing (0,2, 
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He was fienit. ' My voice! failed to fecond the ih-. 
clination:Ehad to fay fomiething not wholty difcourage- 
ing to a point fo ardently preffed. : 

Pr tell you, my angel, refumed he, what I pro- 
pofe to do, if you approve of it. I will inftantly go 
out te view fore of the handfome new ‘fquares, or-fine 
ftreets round them,-and make a report to you of any 
fuitabte houfe I find to be let. I will take fuch a 
ane ‘as’ you fhallchoofe, furnith it; ‘and fet up-an 
equipage befitting our condition. You fhall direct the 
whole. And on fome early day, ‘either before or 
after we fix (ft muft be at your own choice) be pleafed. 
to make me the happieft‘of men: And then will every: 
‘thing’ be in a defirable train. You fhall receive: in. 
your own houfé (if it can be fo foon furnifh’d as J 
wifh) the congratulations of ‘all my relations: Char- 
lotte fhall vifit you in the interim: And if it take up 
time, you fhall: choofe whom you'll honour with 
your company, firft, fecortd, or’ third, in the fummer 
months ; and on your return, you fhall find all that. 
was_wanting in your riew habitation fupply’d; and 
pleafures ina conftant round fhall attend us. O my. 
angel,’ take me to you, inftead of banifhing me from | 
you, ‘and make me yours forever: — 

- Yow fee, my dear, that here was no day prefled 
for. :{ was not uneafy about that; and the fooner 
recovered myfelf, as there was not. But, however, | 
a him no reafon to upbraid me for refufing his 
offer'of going in fearch ofahoufé. = ss, 

- He is accordingly gone out for this purpofe. But , 
I find, that he intends to take up his lodging here to-. . 
night 3; and if to-night, no doubt, on other nights, | 
when he is in town. As the doors and windows of . 
my apartment have good faftenings ; as he has not, , 
ist all this time, given me caufe for apprchertfion ; ag | 
he has the pretence of my brother’s fchemes to plead ; | 
as the people below ‘are very .courteous and oblige- | 
ing; Mifs Horton efpecially, who fecms to sake 

| taken 
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taken a preat liking. to. met and tbe dF z'beritler 
temper and manners, than Mifs Mastin ; ‘and-as we’ 
are now in 4 tolerable way ; -Limagine; 4 Wwouldtook! 

particular to thems all, -and: bring me into 2 débate’ 

With a man, who} let him ‘be fee upc whathe veal, 
hasalways:.a.great deal.t tay for himmfelf, OB inhhS 

ed.upon his promife : Ov all thefe acconnts; I thinks, 

I will.take yo:notite of this lodging Here, if-he don"t.’ 
Let me know; my:dear,: your thoughts of évéry 
thing: You may believe’ I gave ins: back his shobe 

: the moment I a hiss: : SOE ogee IE aaa 


Friday eoening. 


Mr. Tavdaie has 5 ea two ‘or three houfes ; . ne 
none to his mind... But he hag heard of one which. 
looks promifing, he eh and me he is. to. inquire 


about.in the ee 
Saturday mecuiee: 


- He: has. made his.i sciliieas and: ‘p&tually: feen- tie 
houfe -he was told of taft:night. ‘The owner Of i¢ 15 
a young widow lady; « wito, is’ inconfolable’ for ‘the 
death:of her hufband, Fretchville her nahe:’ "Je is 
furnifhed quite in taftes: every thing being new ‘with 
in thefe fix months. . He believes, if I like not the 
furhiture, the ufe of it«may-be agréed fot with the 
houfe, for a time certam » Bat ‘if I fike it, he will 
endeavour to take: the one; ‘and: B pudiconed the other 
diretly. 2 eB 
The lady foes no-bedy ; nor:are the beft apaitinehts 
above-flairs to be view'd: eill the:-is: dithér-aBfent;? tf 
gone into the country, ‘where fhe propefes t live re- 
tired ; and which fhetalks of domy ie & fortnight: ‘og 
three weeks, at farthefBii 2. foi jum boot 
_. What Mr. Lovelace:faw of dhe shouts: CwHich were 
the falen and two partours) ‘was: ‘petfelly~ Hegahts 
and ho was'affured, -all isofia pieoe.::-The offives'ate 
alfo jh iovasnemen qpach-libile: arth’ Rabies at 


; 2 t { - 
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He 


| 
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He fhall, be very umpatient,, he fays, tll I fee the 

hole; nor will he, if he finds he can have it, look 

farther ‘till.I have feen it, except any thitt elfe offer. 
to my:jiking. The price he values not. - 


Hg has-juft now. received a letter from Lady Betty: 


Lawragce, by-a, particular hand; the contents prin- 
cipally, rplating to an affair fhe has in Chancery. But 
in the paftfcript fhe is pleafed to fay very refpectfuli 
things of me. They are all impatient, fhe fays, for 


the happy day being over ; which, they flatter them- 
, eapee 


felves, will enfure his reformation. =. 
He hoped, he told me, that I would foon enable 
him to anfwer their wifhes, and his own. But, altho’ 
tid opportunity was fo inviting, he urged not for the 
day. Which is the more extraordinary, as he was 
fo- prefirte for matriage before we cametotown. __ 
He was very earnett with me to give him, and four 
of his friends, my company on Monday evening, ata 
litte collation. © Mifs Martin and Mifs. Horton can- 
nots he fays, be there, being engaged in a party of 
their own, with two daughters of Colonel Solcombe, 
and twe nieces-of Sir Anthony Holmes, upon an an- 
nual oceafion. But Mrs, Sinciair will be prefeat, and 
fhe. gave him hope alfo. of the company. of a young 
majden.Jady of very greet fortune and merit (Mifs 
Partiggton),.to whom Colonel Sinclair, it feems, in 
his life-time, was guardian, and who therefore calls 
Mrs. Sinclair mamma. -_ | 
. J). defined ito be. executed... He had laid she, I faid, 
upder.a molt. difagreeable. necefity of appearing as 4 
masried perfon.; aad] would fee as few people as 


jpathble. who were to. think me fo, 


He would not urge it, he: faid,. if I were much 


: avesfe-: But they. were his felectfriends, men of birth 
| and fortune; -who. leng’d ta- fee me. ‘Ie wad true, 


that they, aswell aa-his {niend oldman, belreved we 
were. married :. Bushey shgught: usnvuoder ‘the ree 
{triGtions that he had mentioned to the people oon 


"FS ae 


312 Yhe History of 

I might be affured, he told. me, that his politenefs be- 
fore them fhould be carried into the higheft degree of 
reverence. : 

When he is fet upon any thing, there is no know- 
ing, as I have faid heretofore, what one can do. But 
I will not, if I can help it, be made a fhew of ; efpe- 
cially to men of whofe charaéters and principles I 

_ have no good opinion. Iam, my deareft friend, 
Your aet-aifiAikate 
| Ci. HARLowe. 


Mr. Lovelace, in his next letter to his friend Mr. 
Belford, recites the moft material paffages in hers 
preceding. He invites him to his collation on 
Monday evening. | 


Mowbray, Belton, and Tourville, /ays he, long 
to fee my angel, and will be there. She has refufed 
me; but muft be prefent notwithftanding. And then 
will I fhew thee the pride and glory of the Harlowe 
family, my implacable enemies ; and thou fhalt join 
with me in my triumph over them all. | 

If I can procure you this honour, you'll be ready 
to laugh out, as I have often much ado to forbear, at 
the puritanical behaviour of the mother before this 
lady. Not an oath, not a curle, nor the leaft free 
word, efcapes her lips. She minces in her gaite. She 

- prims up her horfe-mouth. Her voice, which when 
fhe pleafes, is the voice of thunder, is funk into an 
- humble whine. Her ftiff hams, that have not been 
bent to a civility for ten years paft, are now limber’d 
into courtcfies three-deep at every. word. Her fat 
arms are crofs’d before her; and fhe can hardly be 
_ prevailed upon to fit, in the prefence of my goddefs. 
I am drawing up inftructions for ye all to obferve 
“on Monday night. It will be thy care, who art a pa- 
rading fellow, and pretendeft to wifdom, to keep the 
reft from blundering. 
cag Satur- 
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Seo i bb owe 2 +0 Bagtterday nrghe. : 
. ‘Mostcenfoundedby alarm’d.—Dord, Sir, what do 
you think? cry’d Dorcas—My lady is refolv’d.to go 
-@ church to-morrew! ¥-was. at quadrille with the 
-Slomen bebswe—-Te church ! faid I, and down F laid 
ay curds: Gy -obuech/. repeated they, each look- 
‘ing spon‘the other. “We had‘ done playmg for that 
night. :Wko could have: dreemt ‘of fuch 2 whim’ as 
this? — Without notice, without queftions! Her 
.cloaths not come! No leave afked:! — Impoffible fhe 
fhould think to be my wife ! —Why, this lady don’¢ 
confider, if the goto church, I muft go too! — Yet 
‘not to afk for my company !—Her brother and Singles 
“ton teady to fnap her up, as far as fhe knows ! 
Known by her cloaths! Her perfon, her features, fo 
diftinguifhed !—Not fuch another woman in England! 
To church of all places !—Is the devil in the girl, faid 
1? as foon as I could fpeak. | 
++ Well, but to leave this fubje@ till to-morrow 
-morhing, TI will now give you the inftructions I have 
drawn up for yours and your companions behaviour - 
-on Monday night. 


. Inftrn@tons to be obferved by John Belford, Ri- 

chard Mowbray, Fhomas Belton, and James - 

Tourvale, Efquires of the body to General Ro- 

-.» bert Lovelace, on their admiffion to the prefence 
' of-his goddess. 


_ . Zhen follow bis bumercus inftru€tions : — In which 
1. , :be cautions. them to auotd all obfcene hints, and 
_, even the double entendre.. : “3 
You kaow, fays he, that.I never permitted any of 
- yeu to talk obfcenely, Time enough for that, when 
ye grow. old,- and can.enly.tatk. What! as I have 
often faid, capnot.you touch a woman’s heart, with- 
out wounding her ear? a re 
. -T need not bid you refpe& me mightily. Your alles 
. Vor. P | giance- 
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giance obliges you to that. And who, that fees me, re- 

{pects me not ? ae x en se 

He gives them ther cue as to Mifs Partington, and 
ber biftory and affumed charadter, 

So noted, fays he, for innocent looks, yet deep 
difcretion !—And be fure to rememba, that my be- 
-Joved has no name but mine; and that the mother 

has no other than her maiden name, Sinclair; her 
hufband a lieutenant-colonel. ie 


Many other whimftcal particulars he gives; and 

then faysy: _ | | 

This dear lady is prodigioufly learned in Theories : 
But as to Praé?tcs, as to Experimentals, muft be, as 
ye know, from her tender years, a mere novice. 

ill fhe knew me, I dare fay, fhe did not believe, 
whatever fhe had read, that there were fuch fellows 
in the world, as fhe’ll fee in you four. I thall have 
much pleafure in obferving how fhe’ll ftare at her com- 
pany, when fhe finds me the politeft man of the five. . 
~ And fo much for inftru€tions general and particular 

for your behaviour on Monday night. 

And now, methinks, thou art curious:‘to know, 
what can be my view, in rifking the difpleafure of my 
fair one, and alarming her fears, after four or five hal- 
cyon days have gone over our heads?—I’Il fatisfy thee. 

The vifitors of the two nieces will croud the houfe. 
Beds will be fcarce. Mifs Partington, a fweet modeft 
genteel girl, will be prodigioufly taken with my 
charmet ; will want to begin ‘a friendfhip with Ker. 
‘A fhare in her bed for one night only, will be re- 
quefted. Who knows, but on that very Monda 
night I may be fo. unhappy, as to give mortal. oh 
fence. to my beloved? ‘The fhyeft birds may be 
caught napping. Should fhe attempt.to fly me upon 
it, cannot] detain her? Should fhe adtually fly, can- 
not I bring her back by authority, civil or uncivil, if 
} have.evidence upon evidence, that fhe acknowleged, 

| 3 2... «Bho? 
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tho’ but tacitly, her marriage ? — And fhould I, or 
fhould I not fucceed, and fhe forgive me, or if the but. 
defcend to expoftulate, or if fhe bear me in her fight ; 
then will fhe be all my own. All delicacy is my 
charmer. I long to fee how fuch a delicacy, on either 
occafion, will behave. And in my fituation it be- 
hoves me to provide againft every accident. 

I muft take care, knowing what an eel I have to 
do with, that the little wriggling rogue does not flip 
thro’ my fingers. How filly fhould I look, ftaring 
after her, when fhe had fhot from me into the muddy 
river, her family, from which, with fo much diffi- 
culty, I have taken her ! ios 

Well then; here are — Let me fee — How many 
perfons are there who, after Monday night, will be 
able to fwear, that fhe has gone by my name, an- 
{wered to my name, had no other view tn leaving her 
friends, but to go by my name? Her own relations 
not able nor willing to deny it. —Firft, here are my 
fervants ; her fervant Dorcas, Mrs. Sinclair, hertwe 
nieces, and Mifs Partington. 

But for fear thefe evidences fhould be fufpetcted, 
here comes the jét of the bufinefs.—No lefs than four 
worthy gentlemen, of fortune and family, who were 
all in company fuch a night particularly, at a collation 
to which they were invited by Robert Lovelace of 
Sandoun-Hall, in the county of Lancafter, Efquire, 
in company with Magdalen Sinclair widow, and 
Prifcilla Partington fpinfter, and the Lady complain- 
ant; when the faid Robert Lovelace addreffed him- 
felf to the faid lady, on a multitude of occafions, as 
his lady ; as they and others did, as Mrs. Lovelace ; 
every one complimenting and neta te her upon 
her nuptials; and that fhe received fuch their compli- 
ments and congratulations with no other vifible dif- 
pleafure or repugnance, than fuch as a young bride, 
full of bluthes and pretty confufion, might be fuppofed 
to exprefs upon fuch i al ala as 

° 2 
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thofe compliments would naturdlly inffire. Nor d6 
thou rave at me, Jack, nor rebel.— Doft think I 
brought the dear creature here for nothing ? 

And there’s a faint fketch of my plot. — Stand by, 
varlets— ‘[anta-ra-ra-ra ! —- Veil your bonnets, and 
confefs your matter ! 


} LETTER LEXV. 
_ Mr. Loverace, To Joun BetForp, £/7;. 
Sunday. 


H AVE been at church, Jack. — Behaved admi- 

rably well too ! — My charmer is pleafed with 
me now : — For I was exceedingly attentive to the 
-_difcourfe, and very ready in the auditor’s part of the 
fervice. — Eyes did not much wander. How could 
they ?. When the lovelieft objeét, infinitely the love- 
lieft, in the whole church, was in my view. 

Dear creature ! how fervent, how amiable, in her 
devotions !—— I have got her to own, that fhe pray’d 
for me !— I hope a prayer from fo excellent a mind: 
will not be made in vain. 

There is, after all, fomething beautifully folemn 
in devotion !— The Sabbath is a charming inftitution 
to keep the heart right, when it ¢s right. One day in 
feven, how reafonable!—I think I'll go to church once 
a day often. I fancy it will go a great way towards 
making me a reformed man. To fee multitudes of 
well-appearing pcople, all joiming in one reverent 
act: An exercife worthy ofa fentient being! Yet it 
adds a fting or two to my former flings, when I think 
of my projects with regard to this charming creature. 
In my confcience, I believe, if I were to go con- 
{tantly to church, F could not purfue them. 

I had a fcheme come into my head while there ; But 
I will renounce it, becaufe it obtruded itfelfupon me - 
in fo good a placa. Excellent creature! How many 

a rains 
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ruins has fhe prevented by attaching me to herfelf ! — 
by ingroffing my whole attention! | 

But let me tell thee what pafled between us in my 
firft vifit of this morning; and then | will acquaint 
thee more largely with my good behaviour at church. 

I could not beadmitted till after eight. I found her 
ready prepared to go out. I pretended to be igno- 
rant of her intention, having charged Darcas not to 


own, that fhe had told me of it. 


Going abroad, Madam ?—with an air of indifference. 
Yes, Sir; I intend to go to church. . 


. _ [hope, Madam, I hall have the honour to attend you. 


No: She defign’d to take a chair, and go to the next 


‘church. 


This ftartled me: A chair to carry her to the next 
church from Mrs. Sinclair’s, her right name not Sin- 
clair, and to bring her back thither, in the face of 
people who might not think well of the houfe ! There 
was no permitting That: — Yet ! was to appear in- 


different.—But faid, I fhould take it for a favour, if 
fhe would permit me to attend her in a coach, as 


there was time for it, to St. Paul’s. 
She made objections to the gaiety of my drefs ; and 


| told me, that, if fhe went to St. Paul’s, the could go 
ina coach without me. 


_ I objeGed Singleton and her brother, and offered to- 


-drefs in the plaineft {uit I had. 


I beg the favour of attending you, dear Madam, 


faid I. I have not been at church a great while: We 


fhall fit in different ftalls: And the next time I go, I 
hope it- will be to give myfelf a title to the greateft 


-bleffing I can receive. 


She made fome further objections: But at laft per- 
mitted me the honour of attending her. 

I got myfelf placed in her eye, that the time might 
not feem tedious to me ; for we were there early. And 


“I gain’d her good opinion, as I mention’d above, by 


my behaviogr.. 7 . * 
fb ae P 3 The 
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~ The fubje€t of the difcourfe was particular enougit : 
It was about a prophet’s ftory or parable of an ewe- 
lamb taken by a rich man from a poor one, who dearly 
loved it, and whofe only comfort it was: Defigned to 
{trike remorfe into David, on his adultery with 
Uriah’s wife Bathfheba, and his murder of the huf- 
band. [Thefe women, Jack, have been the occafion 
of all manner of mifchief from the beginning !] Now, 
when David, full of indignation, fwore [King David 
would fwear, Jack: But how fhouldft thou know 
who King David was? The ftory is in the Bible], 
that the rich man fhould furely die; Nathan, whick 
‘was the prophet’s name, and a‘good ingenious fellow, 
cry’d out (which were the words of the text), Thou 
“art the man [<—By my foul I thought the parfon look’d - 
directly at me: And at that moment I caft my eye full 
‘at my ewe-lamb. But I muft tell thee too, that ‘I 
thought a good deal of my Rofebud. — A better man 
‘than King David, in that point, however, thought I! 
When we came home, we talk’d upon the fubjeé; 
and I fhew’d my charmer my attention to the dif- 
courfe, by letting her know where the doctor made 
the moft of his fubje&, and where it might have been 
touch’d to greater advantage (Forit ts really a very af- 
fecting ftory, and has as pretty a contrivance in it as 
‘ever I read). And this I did in fuch a grave way, 
that fhe feemed more and more pleas’d with me ; and 
Thave no doubt, that I hall get her to favour me to- 
morrow night with her company at my collation. 


Sunday evening. 
We all dined together in Mrs. Sinclair’s parlour ! 
All ex-ceffive-ly right! The two nieces have topp’d 
their parts: Mrs. Sinclair hers. Never fo eafy yet as 
now ! — * She really thought a little oddly of thefe 
“ people at firft, fhe faid: Mrs. Sinclair feem’d very 
“ forbidding ! Her nieces were perfons, with whom 
* fhe could not with to be acquainted. But really.we 
* fhould 
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‘ fhould not be too hafty in our cenfures. Some 
© people improve upon us. The widow feems to/e- 
© rable.’ [She went no farther than tolerable}. * Mife 
¢ Martin and Mifs Horton are young people of good. 
© fenfe, and have read a good deal. What Mifs Mar-- 
© tin particularly faid of marriage, and of her humble _ 
‘ fervant, was very folid. She believes, with fuch 
‘ notions, fhe cannot make a bad wife.” — By the 
way, Sally’s humble fervant is a woolen-draper of 
great’ reputation; and fhe is foon to be marry’d. 

I have been letting her into thy character, and into 
the characters of my other three Efquires, in hopes to 
excite her curiofity to fee you to-morrow night. I 
have told her fome of the wor/?, as well as be/? parts 
_ of your characters, in order to exalt myfelf, and to 
. obviate any fudden furprizes, as well as to teach her 
what fort of men fhe may expect to fee, if fhe will 
oblige me. , 

By her obfervations upon each of you, I fhall judge 
what I may or mzy not do to obtain or keep her good 
opinion: What the will /yke, what not; and fo pur- 
fue the one, or avoid the other, as I fee proper.—So, 
while fhe is penetrating into your fballow heads, I 
fhall enter her heart, and know what to bid my own 
hope for. 

‘The houfe is to be taken in three weeks: All will 
be over in three weeks, or bad will be my luck !—’ 
Who knows but in three days ’—Have I not carry’d 
that great point of making her pafs for my wife to the 
people below? And that other great one of fixing my- 
felf here night and day ? — What lady ever efcaped 
me, that lodg’d under one roof with me? — The 
houfe too, THE houfe ; the people, people after my 
own heart: Her fervants Will and Dorcas both my 
fervants.—-Three days did I fay! Pho! pho !— Three 


hours ! 


| + + 
I HAvE carried my third point, Jack; but ex- 
: ? Ps tremely 
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tremely to the diflike.of my charmer. Mifs Parting- 
ton was introduced to her; and being engaged on 
condition, that my beloved would honour me at my 
collation, there was no denying her; fo fine a young. 
a feconded by my earneft imtreaties. | 

long to have your opinions of my fair prize !—If 
you love to fee features that glow, tho’ the heart is. 
frozen, and never yet was thaw’d; if you love fine. 
fenfe, and adages flowing thro’ teeth of ivory, and 
lips of coral; an eye that penetrates all things ; a 
voice that is harmony itfelf; an air ef grandeur,’ 
mingled with a fweetnefs that cannot be defcribed ; a 
as that, if ever equalled, was never excelled —. 
You'll fee all thefe excellencies, and ten times more, 
in this my GLoRIANA. : : 


Mark her majeftic fabric !—She’s a temple 

Sacred by.birth, and built by hands divine ; 
| Her foul the deity that lodges there : 

Nor is the pile unworthy of the god. 


Or, to defcribe her in a fofter ftile, with Rowe, 


The bloom of op’ ning flow’rs, unfully'd beauty 
yi and Toon ime. foe wears, ; 
nd looks like nature in the world’s firft {pring. 


Adieu, varlets four !—At fix on Monday evening» 
I expect ye all. 


Ln the Lady’s next letter, dated on Monday morning, 
foe pratfes his bebaviour at church, his obfervations 
afterwards. Likes the people of the houfe better 
than fhe did. The more likes them by reafon of the 
people of condition that vifit them. 

She dates again, and declares herfelf difplcafed at 
AMi[s Partington’s being introduced to her: And 

— fill more for being obliged to promife to be prefent 
at Mr. Lovelace’s collation. She forefees, fhe 

Says, a murder'deuening, 2 

| | . LET: 


4 


. 
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LETTER LXVI. 

Mifs Crarissa HartowE, To Mi/s Howe. 

Monday night, May. 
[HAVE juft efcaped from the very difagreeable 
company I was obliged, fo much againft my will, 
tobe in. Asa very particular relation of this even- 
ing’s converfation would be painful to me, you muft 
content yourfelf with what you fhall be able to collect 
from the outlines, as I may call them, of the cha- 


‘raters of the perfons, affifted by the litle hiftories 


Mr. Lovelace gave me of each yefterday. 

_ The names of the gentlemen are Belton, Mow- 
bray, Tourville, and Belford. Thefe four, with 
Mrs. Sinclair, Mifs Partington, the great heirefs men- 


tioned in my laft, Mr. Eovelace, and myfelf, made 
_ up the company. : 


I gave you before the favourable fide of Mifs Par-. 
tington’s charaéter, fuch as it was given me by Mrs. 
Sinclair, and her nieces. I will now add a few words 


from my own obfervations upon her behaviour in this 


‘company. 3 

In better company, perhaps, fhe would have ap- 
-peared to lefs difadvantace: But, notwithftanding her 
imnocent looks, which Mr. Lovelace alfo highly 
praifed, he is the laft perfon whofe judgment I would 
take upon real modefty. For I obferved, that, upon 
fome talk from the gentlemen, not free enough to be 
openly cenfured, yet too indecent in its implication.to 
come from well-bred perfons, in the company of vir- 
‘tuous people, this young lady was very ready to ap» 
prehend ; and yet, by {miles and fimperings, to en- 
courage, rather than difcourage, the culpable freedoms 


_of perfons, who, in what they went out of their way 


to fay, muft either be guilty of abfurdity, meaning zo= 
thing; or, meaning fomething, of rudenefs. 

But indeed J have feen ladies, of whom I have had 
a better opinion, than I can fay I have of Mrs. Sin- 
3 . P5 Clair, 
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clair, who have allowed gentlemen, and them/felves too, 
in greater liberties of this fort, than I have thought 
confiftent with that purity of manners which ought to 
be the diftinguifhing characteriftic of our fex: For 
‘what are words, but the body and dre/s of thought? 
And is not the mind indicated ftrongly by its outward 
drefs? | 

But to the gentlemen, as they muft be called in 
right of their anceftors, it feems ; for no other do they 
appear to have. | | - 

Mr. Bexton has. had: uhiverfity-education, and 
was defigned for the gown ; but that not fuiting with 
the gaiety of histemper, and anuncle dying, who be- 
:queathed to him a good eftate,.. he quitted the college, 
came up to town, and eommenced fine gentleman. 
‘He is faid to be a man of fenfe. He drefles gaily, but 
not quite foppifhly ; drinks hard; keeps all hours, 
-and glories in doing fo; games, and has been hurt by 
that pernicious diverfion: He is about thirty years of 

.age: His face is. of a fiery red, fomewhat, bloated and 
‘pimply ; and his irregularities threaten a brief duration 
to the fenfual dream he is in; for he hasa fhort con- 


fumptive cough, which feems to indicate bad lungs ; | 


-yet makes himfelf and his friends merry, by his ftupid 
‘and inconfiderate jefts wpon very threatening fym- 
ptoms, which ought to make him more ferious.. 

_ Mr, Mowsray has been a great traveller; {peaks 
‘as many languages as Mr. Lovelace himfelf, but not fo 
fuently : Is of a good soa Seems to be about 
thirty-three or thirty-four: Tall and comely in his 
perfon: Bold and daring in his look: Isa large-boned 
ftrong man: Has a great fcar in his forehead, witha 
dent, as if his fkull had been beaten in there; anda 
feamed fcar in his right cheek. He dreffes likewife 
very gaily : Has his fervants always about him, whom 
he is continually calling upon, and fending on the 
moft trifling meffages ; half a dozen inftances of which 
we had in-she little time I was among them ; while 


they 


\ 
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they feem to watch the turn of his fierce eye, to be 
ready to run, before they have half his meflage, and 
ferve him with fear and trembling. Yet to his equals 
the man feems tolerable : Talks not amifs upon pub- 
lic entertainments and diverfions, efpecially upon 
‘thofe abroad: Yet has a romancing air; and averrs 
things ftrongly, which feem quite improbable. In- 
deed, he doubts nothing, but what he ought to be- 
dieve: For he jefts upon facred things ; and profeftes 
to hate the clergy of all religions: Has high notions of 
honour, a word hardly ever out of his mouth; but 
feems to have no great regard to morals. : 

Mr. TourviLLe occafionally told his age; juft 
turn’d of thirty-one. He alfo is of an antient family ; 
but, in his perfon and manners, more of what I calk 
the coxcomb, than any of his companions : He drefles. 
richly ; would be thought elegant in the choice arid 
fafhion of what he wears; yet, after all, appears ra- 
ther tawdry than fine. One fees, by the care he takes . 
of his outfide, and the notice he befpeaks from every 
ene, by his own notice of himfelf, that the infide takes 
‘up the leaft of his attention. “ He dances finely, Mr. 
_ Lovelace fays : Is a mafter of mufic ; and finging is 
. one of his principal excellencies. They prevailed upon 
him to fing ; and he obliged thein both in Italian and 
French; and, to do him juftice, his fongs in both 
were decent. ‘They were all highly delighted with 
. his performance; but his greateft admirers were Mrs. 
Sinclair, Mifs Partington, and himfelf. To me he 
appeared to have a great deal of affectation. 

Mr. Tourville’s converfation and addrefs are infuf- 
ferably full of thofe really grofs affronts upon the un- 
derftandings of our fex, which the moderns call com- 
pliments, and are intended to pafs for fo many inftances 
of good breeding, tho’ the moft hyperbolical, unna- 
tural ftuff that can be conceived, and which can only 
ferve to fhew the infincerity of the compiizacntér; and 
. the ridiculous fight in which the esmplimented appears 


Tey 


324. The History of 
in his eyes, if he fuppofes a woman capable of relifh- 
ing the romantic abfurdities of his fpeeches. . 

He affects to introduce into his common talk Italian 
and French words ; and often anfwers an Englith 
queftion in French, which language he greatly pre- 
fers to the barbaroufly hiffing Enolith. But then he 
never fails to tranflate, into this his odious native 
tongue, the words, and the fentences, he fpeaks in 
the other two—Left, perhaps, it fhould be queftion- 
ed, whether he underftands what he fays. 

He loves to tell ftories : Always calls them merry, 
facetious, good, or excellent, before he begins, in or- 
der to befpeak the attention of the hearers ; but never 
gives himfelf concern, in the progre/s or conclufton of 

them, to make good what he promifes in his preface. 
Indeed he feldom brings any of them to a conclution; 
‘for, if his company have patience to hear him out, he 
breaks in upon hjmfelf by fo many parenthetical intru- 
fions, as one may call them, and has fo many inci- 
dents fpringing in upon him, that he frequently drops. 
his own thread, and fometimes fits down fatisfied half- 
“way 3 OF, if at other times he would refume it, he ap- 
plies to his company to help him in agatn, with a 
“Devil fetch him if he remembers what he was driving 
at. But enough, and too much, of Mr. Tourville. 

Mr. BevForp is the fourth gentleman, and one of 
whom Mr. Lovelace feems more fond than any of the 

-reft—Being a man of try’d bravery, it feems; for 
this pair of friends came acquainted upon oceafion of 
a quarrel (poffibly about a lady), which a rencounter 
at Kenfington pravelpits ended, by the mediation of 
three gentlemen ftrangers. | 

Mr. Belford is about feven or eight and-twenty, it 
feems ; the youngeft of the five, except Mr. Love- 
lace: And thefe are, perhaps, the wickedeft ; for 
they feem capable of'leading the other three as they 
pleafe. Mr. Belford, as the others, dreffes gaily : 
But has not thofe advantages of perfon, nor from his 

oes ~ drefs, 
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refs, which Mr. Lovelace is too proud of, He has, 
however, the appearance of agentleman. He is well | 
read in claffical authors; and in the beft Englith 
‘poets and writers: And, by-his means, the conver- 
fation took now-and-then a more agreeable turn: 
‘And I, who endeavoured to put the beft face I could 
-upon my fituation, as I paffed for Mrs. Lovelace 
‘with them, made fhift to join in it, at fuch times; 
‘and received abundance of compliments from all the 
<ompany,. on the obfervations I made. — 

Mr. Belford feems good-natured and obliging ; and, 
‘altho’ very complaifant, not fo fulfomely b, as Mr, 
‘Tourville; and has a polite and eafy manner of ex- 
‘preffing his fentiments on all occafions. He feems to 
delight in a logical way of argumentation, as alfo does 
Mr. Belton ; thefe two attacking each other in this 
‘ways and both looking at us women, as if to obferve 
whether we did not admire their lcarning, or their 
wit, when they had faid a fmart thing. But Mr. 
‘Belford had vifibly the advantage of the other, having 
“quicker parts, and, by taking the-worft fide of the 
argument, feemed to think he had: All together, he 
‘ put me in mind of that character in Milton : 
| His tongue | 
Dropt manna, and could make the worfe appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and dafh — | 
Mature? counfels; for his thoughts were low ; 
To vice induftrious: But to nobler deeds 
Lim’ rous and flothful : — Yet he pleas’d the ear. . 


How little foever matters in general may be to our 
liking, we are apt to endeavour, when hope is ftrong 
enough to permit it, to make the beft we can of the 
Jot we have drawn; and [ could not but obferve often, 

how much Mr. Lovelace: excelled all his four-friends 
_imevery thing they feemed defirous to excel in. But, as 
to wit and vivacity, he had no equal prefent. All the 
others gave up to him, when his lips began to oe 
. € 
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‘The haughty Mowbray would call upon the prating 
Tourville for filence, and with his elbow would punch 
the fupercilious Belton into attention, when Lovelace 
was going to fpeak. And when he had fpoken, the 
words, Charming fellow! with a free word of admira- 
tion or oy fell from every mouth. He has indeed 
fo many advantages in his perfon and manner, that 
what would be inexcufable in another, if one took not 
great care to watch over one’s felf, and to diftinguith 
what is the eflence of right and wrong, would look 
becoming in him. | 
"  ¢ See him among twenty men,’ faid Mr. Belford; 
who, to my no fmall vexation and confufion, with 
the forwardnefs of a favoured and intrufted friend, 
fingled me out, on Mr. Lovelace’s being fent for 
_down, to make me congratulatory compliments on 


my fuppofed nuptials ; which he did with a caution, 


-not to. infift too long on the rigorous vow I had im- 
pofed upon a man fo univerfally admired— 
¢ See him among twenty men,’ faid he, “all of di» 


¢ ftinétion, and nobody is regarded but Mr. Love- _ 


“ lace.’ , 
It muft,, indeed, be confeffed, that there is in his 
whole deportment a natural dignity, which renders all 


infolent or imperative demeanour as unneceffary as. 
inexcufable. “Fhen that deceiving fweetnefs which 


appears in his fmiles, m his accent, in his whole afpect 


and addrefs, when he thinks. it worth his while to. 


oblige, or endeavour to attra&t, how does this fhew,. 
that he was orn innocent, as-I may fay; that he 
“was not naturally the cruel, the boifterous,, the im- 
- petuous creature, which the wicked company he may 
have fallen into. have made him! For he has, befides, an 
open, and, I think, an.honeft countenance. Don’t 


you think fo too’—On all thefe fpecious appearances,. 


have I founded my hopes of feeing him. a reformed 


man. 


' But ’tis amazing to me, I own, that with fo much 
| , of 


@ 
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-Of the gentleman, fuch a general knowlege of books 
_ and men, fuch a {kill in the learned as well as mo- 
dern languages, he can take fo much delight as he 
.sloes in the company of fuch perfons as I have de- 
fcribed, and in fubjects of frothy impertinence, ua- 
worthy of. his talents, and natural and acquired advan- 
tazes. I-can think of but one reafon for it, and that 
muft argue a very low mind ;. his VANity ; which 
makes him defirous of being confidered as the head of 
-the people he conforts with. A man to love praife; 
yet to be content to draw it from fuch contaminated 
Aprings ! 7 
One. compliment paffed from Mr. Belford to Mr. 
Lovelace, which haftened my quae ihe fhocking 
company—‘ You are a happy man,, Mr. Lovelace,” 
faid he, upon fome fine fpeeches made him by Mrs. 
Sinclair, and affented to by Mifs Partington: ¢ You 
S have fo much courage, and fo much wit, that nei- 
© ther man nor woman can ftand before you.’ | 
Mr. Belford looked at me, when he hoke : Yes, 
my dear, he goon aes at me: And he 
looked upon his complimented friend: And all their 
affenting, and therefore affronting eyes, both mens and 
womens, were turned upon your Clarifla: At leaft, 
my felf-reproaching heart made me think fo ; for that 
would hardly permit my eye to look up. | 
_ Oh! my dear, were but a woman, who is thought 
to be in love with a man (and this muft be believed to. 
be my cafe; or to what can my /uppofed voluntary 
_going off with Mr. Lovelace be imputed to?) to re- 
fiect one moment on the exaltation fhe gives him, and 
the difgrace fhe brings upon herfe/f, the low pity, the 
‘filent contempt, the infolent fneers. and: whifpers, to 
which fhe makes herfelf obnoxious from a cenfuring 
world of both fexes, how would fhe defpife herfelf! 
And how much more eligible would fhe think death 
itfelf to fuch a difcovered debafement ! 
What I have thus in general touched upon, will 
account 
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account fo you; why I: could not more. particularly 
telate what pafled in the evening’s. converfation: 
- Which, as may be gathered from what I have written, 
abounded with approbatory accufations, and /uppofed 
‘witty retorts. 7 

LETTER LXVII. 
Mifs CrarissA HaRLoweE, To Mifs Hows. 
Monday Midnight. 
I Se very much vexed and difturbed at an odd inci- 
ent. ne Ae ee ” 

Mrs. Sinclair has juft now left me, I believe in 
difpleafure, on any declining to comply with a requeft 
fhe made me: Which was, To admit Mifs ae 
to a fhare in my bed; her houfe being crouded by 
her nieces guefts, and their attendants, as well as by 
thofe of Mifs Partington. : 

There might be nothing in it; and my denial car- 
ried a ftiff and ill-natured appearance. But inftantly, 
all at once, upon her making the requeft, it came into 
my thought, that I was, in a manner, a ftranger to 
every-body in the houfe: Not fo much as a fervant I 
could call my own, or-of whom I had any great opi- 
nion: That there were four gentlemen of free man- 
ners in the houfe, avowed fupporters of Mr. Love- 
lace in matters of offence ; himfelf a man of enter- 

rize; all, as far as I knew (and had reafon to think 
fy their noify mirth after I had left them), drinking 
deeply : That Mifs lie Sa herfelf is not fo bafh- 
ful a lady, as fhe was reprefented to me to be: That 
officious pains were taken to give me a yoed opinion 
of her: And that Mrs. Sinclair made a greater pa- 
rade in prefacing the requeft, than fuch a requeft 
necded. Todeny, thought I, can carry only an ap- 
pearance of fingularity, to people who already think 
me fingular. ‘lo confent, may poffibly, if not pro- 
bably, be attended with inconveniences. The confe- 
quences of the alternative fo very difproportionate, I 


thought 
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thought it more prudent to incur the cenfure, than 
rifk the inconvenience. | 
I told her, that I was writing a long Jetter: That I 
fhould choofe to write till I were fleepy: And that 
a would be a reftraint upon me, and I upon 
er. | | 
She was loth, fhe faid, that fo delicate a young crea-. 
ture, and fo great a fortune, as Mifs Partington was, 
fhould be put to lie with Dorcas in a prefs-bed. She 
fhould be very forry, if fhe had afked an improper 
thing: She had never been fo put to it before: And 
Mifs would ftay‘up with Ler, till I had done writing. . 
Alarmed at this urgency, and it being eafier to per- 


fift in a denial given, than to give it at fir/?, I offered 


Mifs my whole bed, and to retire into the dining- 
room, and there, locking myfelf in, write all the 


night. 


The poor thing, fhe faid, was afraid to lie alone. 
To be fure Mifs Partington would not put me to fuch 
an inconvenience. | 

She then withdrew: But returned; begged my 
pardon for returning: But the poor child, fhe faid, was 


An tears. Mifs Pertington had never. feen a yeung lady 


fhe fo much admired, and fo much wifhed to imi- 
tate, asme. The dear girl hoped that nething had 
paled in her behaviour, to give me diflike to her. 
Should the bring her to me? | | 

I was very bufy, I faid. The letter I was writing 
was upon a very important fubjeét. I hoped to fee 
Mifs in the morning ; when I would apologize to her 
for my particularity. . And then Mrs. Sinclair hefi- 
tating, and moving towards the door (tho’ fhe turned 
round to me again), I defired her (lighting her) to 
take care how the went down. 

Pray, Madam, faid fhe, on the ftairs head, don’t 
give yourfelf all this trouble. God knows my heart,. 
I meant no affront: But, fince you feem to take my 
freedom ami(s, I beg you will not acquaint Mr, adie 

7 


330 + The History of 


lace with it; for he, perhaps, will think me bold and 


impertinent. | | 
~ Now, my dear, is not this a particular incident ; 
either as I have made it, or as it was defigned? I 
don’t love to do an uncivil thing. And if nothing 
were meant by the requeft, my refufal deferves to be 
called fo. Then I have fhewn a fufpicion of foul 
ufage by it, which furely dare not be meant. If juft, 
] ought to apprehend every thing, and fly the houfe, 
and the man, as I would an infection. If not juft, 
and if I cannot contrive to clear myfelf of having en- 


tertained fufpicions, by een other plaufible 


freafon for my denial, the very ftaying here will have 
an appearance not at all reputable to myfelf. 

Iam now out of humour with him, with myfelf, 
with all the world but you. His companions are 
fhocking creatures. Why, again I repeat, fhould he 
have been defirous to bring me into fuch company ? 
Once more, I like him not. Iam, my dear, 

: Your affectionate 


> LETTER LXVII. 

_ Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Howe. 

, 7 Tuelday, May 2. 

WITH infinite regret I am obliged to tell you, 
that I can no longer write to you, or receive 

Jetters from you. Your mother has fent me a letter 

inclofed ina coverto Mr. Lovelace, directed for him 


at Lord M.’s (and which was brought him juft now), 


reproaching me on this fubjeét in very angry terms, 
and forbidding me, as I would not be thought to in+ 
tend to make her and you unhappy, to write to you, 
without her leave. ; 


« This, therefore, is the laft you muft receive from. 


me, till happier times: And as my profpeés are not 
very bad, I prefume we fhall foon have leave to write 
= again 5 


CL. HARLOWE. 
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apain ; and even to fee each other : Since an alliance 
-with a family fo honourable as Mr. Lovelace’s is, will 
not be a difgrace. . 
. She is pleafed to write, that if I would with to :7- 
flame-you, I fhould let you know her written prohibi- 
tion: But otherwife find fome way of my own accord 
(without bringing Jer into the queftion) to decline a 
correfpondence, which I muft know fhe has for fome 
time paft forbidden. But all I can fay, is, to beg of 
you mot to be inflamed ;—to beg of you, not to let 
‘her £now, or even by your behaviour to her, on this 
occafion, guefs, that i have acquainted ® hte with my 
‘reafon for declining to write to you. For how elfe, 
after the fcruples I have heretofore made on this very 
fubje&t, yet proceeding to correfpond, can I honeftly 
‘fatisfy you about my motives for this fudden ftop ? 
So, my dear, I choofe, you fee, rather to rely upon 
you difcretion, than to feign reafons you would not 
fatisfy’d with, but, with your ufual active pene- 
tration, fift to the bottom, and at laft find me to bea 
‘mean and low qualifier; and that, with an implica- 
.tion injurious to you, that I fuppofed you had not pru- 
dence enough to be trufted with the naked truth. 
 T repeat, that my profpeéts are not bad. The houfe, 
I prefume,: will foon be taken. The people here are 
very refpectful, notwithftanding my nicety about 
‘Mifs Partington. Mifs Martin, who is near mar- 
‘riage. with an eminent tradefman in the Strand, juft 
now, in a very refpe€tful manner, afked my opinion 
of fome patterns of rich filks for the occafion. The 
widow has a lefs forbidding appearance than at firft. 
Mr. Lovelace, on my declared diflike of his four 
friends, has affured me, that neither they nor any- 
body elfe thall be introduced to me, without my leave. 
Thefe circumftances I mention, as you will fup- 
pofe, that your kind heart may be at eafe about me ; 
that you may be induced by them to acquiefce with 
your mother’s commands, chearfully acquiefce, ree 
us ade that 
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that for :my fake, left I:fhould be thought an enfamer- ; 
who am, with very contrary ; ions, my deareft, 
and beft-beloved friend, us 
: | Your ewer-dbliged and affettionate, 


CrarissA HALOWE.. 


LETTER: LXIx. 
Mifs Hows, To Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE. 
x. | | | Wedn. May 3 
I Am aftonifhed that my mother fhould take fuch a 
ftep— purely to exercife an unreafonable act of 
authority ; and to oblige the moft remorfelefs hearts 
in the world.’ If I find, that I cag be of ufeto you 
either by advice or information, do you think I will 
not give it ?——Were it to any other perfon, Jefs dear 
to me than you are, do you think, in fuch a cafe, I 
would forbear giving it.?— arr : 
Mr, Hickman, who-pretends ¢o a little -cafuiftry in 
fuch nice matters, is of opinion, that I ought. not to. 
decline a correfpondence thus circumfaneced. And 
.*tis well he is; for my mother having &t me up, -F 
muft have fomebody to quarrel with. m2 
_. This I will come into, if it will make you eafy : I 
will forbear to write to you for a few days, if nothing 
extraordinary happen 3;—and till the rigour of her-pro- 
hibition is abated. But be affured, that I will not di- 
{penfe with your writing tome. My-heart, my: con- 
4cience, my honour, will not permit it. 
But how will I help myfelf?—How !—Eafy enough. 


For I do affure you, that I want but very little. fur- - 


-ther provocation to fly privately to Landon: And if 
I do, I will not leave you till I fee you either honour- 
ably married, or abfolutely quit of the wretch: And 
in this laft cafe, I will ae you down with me, in 

’ defiance of the whole world: Or, if you refufe to go 
‘With me, ftay with you, and .acconspany you as your 
thadow whitherfoever you goa. es 


. Don’t. 


ft 


night. You might have fat up after her, or not gone 
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- Don’t. be frighted at this declaration. There is but 
one confideration, and but one hope, that with-hold, 
me ; watched as | am in all my retirements; obliged 
to read: to her without a voice ; to work in her pre- 
fence without ¢imgers; and to lie with ber every: 
night again& my will. The confideration is, Left you 
fhould apprehend that a ftep of this nature would look 
like a doubling of your fault, in the eyes of fuch as. 
think your going away a fault. The hepe is, That 
things will ftillend happily, and that fome people will 
have reafon to take fhame to themfelves for the forry 
pete they have aéted —- Neverthelefs I am often ba- 

cing. But your refolving to give up the correfpond- 
ence at this crifis, will turn the fcale. Write there- 
fore, or take the confequence. | 

- A few words.upon the fubje& of your laft letters. 
I know not whether your brother’s wife project be 
given up.or not.. A dead filence reigns in your fa- 
mily. Your brother was abfent three days; then at 
home one; and is now abfent : But whether with 
Singleton or not, Iicannot find out. 

. By your account of your wretch’s companions, I 
fee nat but. 9 are a fet of infernals, and he the © 
Beelzebub. What could he mean, as you fay, by: 
his. earneftnefs to bring you into fuch company, and 
to age fuch an opportunity to make him and 
them: reflecting-giafles to one another? ‘The man’s 
a fool, to be fure, my. dear.—A filly fellow, at leaft.— 
They muft put on their 6e4 before you, no doubt.— 
Lords of the creation!—Noble fellows thefe!—Yet 
who knows how many poor defpicable fouls of our fex 
the worft of them has had to whine after him ! 

You have brought an inconvenience upon yourfelf, 

as you obferve, by your refufal of Mifs Partington for 
our bedfellow. Pity you had not admitted her. 
Watchful as you are, what could have happened? 
If violence were intended, he would not ftay for the 


to 
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to bed... Mrs. Sinclair prefled it too'far. You was- 
" ever-fcrupulous. . a 
If any thing happens to delay your nuptials, I would. 
advife you to remove: But if you marry, you may, 
perhaps, think it no great matter to ftay where you 
are, till you take poffeffion of your own eftate. The 
knot once tied, and with fo refolute a man, it is my 
opinion, your relations will foon refign what they can-. 
not legally hold: And, were even a litigation to fol-. 
low, you will not be aé/e, nor ought you to be will 
ing, to help it: For your eftate will then be his right; 
and it will be unjuft to with it to be with-held from 
him. = bee He - 
- One thing would advife you te think of ; and that 
is, of proper fettlements: It will be.to the credit of. 
your prudence, and of his juftice (and the moreas mat- 
ters ftand), that fomething of this fhould be done, . 
before you marry. Bad as he is, nobody accounts 
him a fordid man. And I wonder he has been hither- 
to filent on that fubjectt. 2 
I am not difpleafed with his propofal about the. 
widow lady’s houfe. I think it will-do very well. 
But if it muft be three weeks before you can be cer-- 
tain about it; furely you need not put off his day for 
that fpace: And he may befpeak his equipages. Sur- 
prifing to me, that he could be fo acquiefcent ! 
I repeat——Continue to write to me :—I infift upon 
it; and that as minutely as poffible: Or, take the 
confequence. I fend this by a particular hand. Iam, 
and ever will be, | | 
| Your moft affectionate 


| Anna Howe. - 


LET- 
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| LETT-ER LXxXx. 
. Mifs Crarissa Hartowe8, To Mifs Howe. | 
| Thurfday, May 4. - 
J Forego every other engagement, I fufpend ever 
I with, I bandh every other fear, to take up a 
pen, to beg of you, that you will not think of being 
guilty of fuch an act of love asI can never thank you 
for; but muft for ever regret. If I mu/? continue to 
write to yes I muft. I know full well your impa- 
tience of controul, when you have the leaft imagina- 
tion that your generofity or friendfhip is likely to be 
wounded by it. : | : 
_ My -deareft, deareft creature, would you incur a 
.  dmaternal, as I have a paternal, maledi€tion ? Would 
_ not the world think there was an infection in my fault, 
if it were to be followed by Mifs Howe? There are 
fome points fo flagrantly wrong, that they will not 
bear to be argued upon. This is one of them. I 
need not give reafons againft fuch a rafhnefs. Heaven 
forbid, that it fhould be known, that you had it but 
once in your thought, be your motives ever fo noble 


oe 


" and generous, to follow fo bad an example! The ra- 


ther, as that-you would, in fucha cafe, want the ex- 
tenuations that might be pleaded in my favour; and 
particularly that one of being furprifed into. the un- 
happy ftep. 

The reftraint your mamma lays you under, would 
not have appeared heavy, but on my account. Would 
you have once thought it a hardfhip to be admitted 
to a part of her bed ?-— How did I ufe to be delighted 
with fuch a favour from my mother !|—- How did I 
love to work in her prefence !— So did you in the 
prefence of yours once. And to read toher on win- 
ter- evenings I know was one of your joys.— Do not 
Sive mecaufe to reproach myfelf on the reafon that 
may be affigned for the change. 

. Learn, 
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Learn, my dear, I befeech you learn, to fubdue 
your own pafhions. Be the motives. what they will, 
excefs is excefs. Thofe paffions in our fex, which 
we take no pains to fubdue, may have one and the 
fame fource with thofe infinitely blacker paffions, 
which we ufed fo. often. to condemn in the violent and 
headftrong of the other fex ; and which may be height- 
ened in them only by cuftom, and their freer education. 
Let us both, my dear, ponder well this thought ; look 
into ourfelves, and fear. : 7 
- If I write, as I find I muft, I infift upon your for- 
bearance.—Your filence to this fhall be the fign to 
me, that you will not think of the rafhnefs you 
threaten me with; and that you willobey your mamma 
as to your own part of the correfpondence, however : 
Efpecially, as you can inform or advife me in every 
weighty cafe, by Mr. Hickman’s pen. : 

My trembling writing will fhew you, what a trem- 
bling heart you, my dear impetuous creature, have 
given to” } a | 

i Your ever-obliged, 
Or, if you take fo rafh a ftep, 
Your for-ever difobliged, 


 CrarissA Hartowek. 


My cloaths were brought to me juft now. But 
you have fo much difcompo‘ed me, that I have 
no heart te look into the trunks. | 
A fervant of Mr. Lovelace carries this to Mr. 
Hickman for difpatch-fake. Let that worthy 
man’s pen relieve my heart from this new un- 
eafinefs. : : 


L.E T: 
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Mr. Hickman, To Mifs CLarissaA HARLOWE. 
{ Sent to Wilfon’s by a particular hand. ] 
Madam, — : Friday, May 5. - 
I Have the honour of dear Mifs Howe’s commands,‘ 
to acquaint you, without knowing the occafion, 
© that fhe is exceffively concerned for the concern fhe 
‘ has given you in her laft letter: And that, if you 
¢ will but write to her, under cover as before, fhe 
© will have no thoughts of what you are fo very ap- 
© prehenfive about.”— Yet fhe bid mewrite, * That 
¢ if fhe has but the leaft imagination that fhe can /erve 
© you, and fave you, thofe are her words, < all the 
¢ cenfures of the world will be but of fecond confider- 
< ation with her.’ I have great temptations on this 
occafion, to exprefs my own refentments upon your 
prefent ftate ; but not being fully apprifed of what 
that is—Only conjeCturing from the difturbance up- 
on the mind of the deareft Lady in the world to me, 
and the moft fincere of friends to you, that that is not 
altogether fo happy as were to be wifh’d; and being, 
moreover, forbid to enter into the cruel fubje& ; I can 
only offer, as I do, my beft and faithfullett fervices ; 
and to wifh you a happy deliverance from all your 
troubles, For Iam, © oe 
| Moft excellent young Lady, 
Your faithful and moft obedient fervant, 
| Cu. Hickman. 


LETTER LXXIl. 
Mr. Loverace, To Joun Betrorp, E/q;. 
| | Tuefday, May 2. 
MERCURY; as the Fabulift tells us, having the 
curiofity to know the eftimation he ftood in 
Vou. III. among 
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among mortals, defcended in difguife, and, in a fta- 
tuary’s fhop, cheapens a Jupiter, then a Juno, then 
one, then another, of the Diz majores; and, at laft, 
afks, What price that fame ftatue of Mercury bore? 
O, fays the artift, buy one of the others, Sir; and 
Tl throw ye in that for nothing. How fheepifh muft 
the god of thieves look, upon this rebuff to his va- 
nity ! 3 

So thou!—A thoufand pounds wouldft thou give. 
for the good opinion of this fingle lady : To be only. 
thought tolerably of, and not quite unworthy of her 
converfation, would make thee happy: And, at part- 
ing laft night, or rather this morning, thou madeft 
me promife a few lines to Edgware, to let thee know, 
what fhe thinks of thee, and thy brother varlets. _. 

Thy thoufand pounds, Jack, is all thy own: For 
moft heartily does fhe diflike ye all: Thee as much as 


yo = ‘ ; 

I am forry for it too, as to thy part ; for two rea- 
fons: One, that I think thy motive for thy curiofity 
was fear, and confcioufnefs: Whereas that of the 
arch-thief was vanity, intolerable vanity : And he was 
therefore juftly fent away with a blufh upon his 
cheeks to heaven, and could not brag: The other ; 
that I am afraid, if fhe diflikes thee, the diflikes me : 
For are we. not. birds of a feather? _ — 

I muft never talk of reformation, fhe told me, 
having fuch companions, and taking fuch delight as I 
feemed to take, in their frothy converfation. 

I, no more than you, imagined fhe could poftibly 
like ye: But then, as my friends, ] thought a perfon 
of her education would have been more fparing of 
her cenfures. _ 8 4 

I don’t know how it is, Belford ; but women think 
themfelves intitled to take any freedoms with us; 
while we are unpolite, forfooth, and I can’t tell what, 
if we don’t tell a pack of curfed lyes, and make black 

white, 
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white, in their favour—teaching us to be hypocrites, 
yet ftigmatizing us, at other times, for deceivers. 

I defended ye all, as well as I could: But you 
know, there was no attempting ought but a palliative 
defence, to one of her principles. I will fummarily 
give thee a few of my pleas. - 

To the pure, every little deviation feemed offen- 
five: Yet I faw not, that there was any thing amifs 
the whole evening, either in your words or behaviour, 
Some people souls talk but upon ove or two fubjects : 
She upon every-one: No wonder, therefore, they 
talked to what they underftood beft; and to mere 
objects of fenfe.—Had fhe honour’d us with more of 
her converfation, fhe would have been lefs difgufted 
with ours; for fhe faw how every-one was prepared 
to admire her, whenever fhe opened her lips. You, 
in particular, had faid, when fhe retired, that virtue 
itfelf fpoke, when fhe fpoke: But that you had fuch 
an awe upon you, after fhe had favoured us. with an 
obfervation or two on a fubject ftarted, that you fhould 
ever be afraid, in her company, to be found moff ex- 
ceptionable, when you intended to be af? fo. 

Plainly, the faid, fhe neither liked my companions, 
nor the houfe fhe was in. | 

I liked not the houfe any more than fhe: Tho’ the 
people were very obliging, and fhe had owned they 
were lefs exceptionable to herfelf, than at firft: And 
were we not about another of ourown? | 

She did not like Mifs Partington : Let her fortune 
be what it would, fhe fhould not choofe an intimacy 
with her. She thought it was a hardfhip to be put 
upon fuch a difficulty, as fhe was put upon the pre- 
ceding night, when there were lodgers in the front- — 
houfe, whom they had reafon to be freer with, than, 
upon fo fhort.an acquaintance, with her. ' 

I pretended to be an utter ftranger as to this parti- 
cular s and, when fhe explained herfelf upon it, con- 
demned the requeft, and call’d it a confident one. 

»,Q52 She, 
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_ She, artfully, made lighter of her denial of Mifs for 
a bedfellow, than fhe thought of it, I could fee that ; 
for it was plain, fhe fuppofed there was room for me to 
think fhe had been either over-nice, or over-cautious. 

I offered to refent Mrs. Sinclair’s freedom. © - 

No; there was no great matter in it : It was beft to 
let it pafs: It a be thought more particular in her 
to deny, than in Mrs. Sinclair to a/k, or Mifs to ex- 
pec? : But as the people below had a large acquaint- 
ance, fhe did not know how much fhe might have 
her retirements invaded, if fhe gave way. And in- 
‘deed there were levities in Mifs’s behaviour, which fhe 
could not fo far pafs over, as to wifh an intimacy with 
her. But if the were fuch a vaft fortune, fhe could 
not but fay, that Mifs feemed a much more fuitable 
perfon for me to make my addrefles to, than— 

Interrupting her, with gravity, I faid I liked Mifs 
Partington as little as fhe could like her. She was a 
filly young creature ; who feemed too likely to juftify 
her guardians watchfulnefs over her. But, neverthe- 
lefs, as to her general converfation and behaviour Jaft 
night, I muft own, that I thought the girl (for girl 
fhe was, as to difcretion) not exceptionable; only car- 
Tying herfelf as a free good-natured creature, who 
thought herfelf fecure in the honour of her com- 

any. ! 

7 it was very well faid of me, fhe replied: But, if 
Mifs were fo well fatisfied with her company, fhe 
-Jeft it to me, whether I wes not very kind to fuppofe 
her fuch an innocent—For her own part, fhe had feen 
nothing of the London world: But thought, fhe muft 
tell me plainly, that fhe never was in fuch company in 
her life ; nor ever again wifh’d to be in it. 

There, Belford! — Worfe off than Mercury ! — 
‘Art thou not? 

I was nettled. Hard would be the lot of more dif- 
creet ladies, as far as I knew, than Mifs Partington, 
were they to be judged by fu rigid a virtue as hers. 

Not 
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Not fo, fhe faid: But if I really faw nothing excep- 
tionable to a virtuous mind, in that young lady’s be- 
haviour, my ignorance of better behaviour was, fhe 
muft needs tell me, as pitiable as hers: And it were 
- to be wifhed, that minds /e paired, for their ew fakes, 
fhould never be feparated. | 

See, Jack, what I get by my charity ! 

I thank’dher heartily. But I muft take the liberty 
to fay, that good folks were sia fo uncharit- 
able, that, devil take me, if I would choofe to be 
good, were the confequence to be, that I muft think 
hardly of the whole world befides. 

- She congratulated me upon my charity: But told 
me, that, to enlarge her own, fhe hoped it would not 
be expected of her to approve of the low company I 
had brought her into laft night. | 

No exception for thee, Belford! Safe is thy thou- 
fand pounds. 

. I faw not, I faid, begging her pardon, that the liked 
any- body [ Plain-dealing for plain-dealing !— Why then 
did fhe abufe my friends ? — Love me, and love my ° 
dogs, as Lord M. would fay].— However, let me but 
know, whom, and what, fhe did, or did not like; 
and, if poffible, I would like, and diflike, the very 
fame perfons and things. 

She bid me then, in a pet, difike myfelf. 

Curfed fevere !— Does fhe think fke muft not pay 
for it one day, or one night?— And if one, many ; 
that’s my comfort! . ‘ 

- | was in a train of being fo happy, I faid, before 
my earneftnefs to procure her to favour my friends 
with her company, that I with’d the devil had had as _ 
well my friends, as Mifs Partington—Andyet I muft 
fay, that I faw not how gocd people could anfwer 
half their end, which was, by their example, to amend 
the eb were they to accompany only with the 

ood. : 

I had like to have been blafted by two or three 

Q 3 flathes 
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flafhes of lightning from her indignant eyes; and fhe 
turned fcornfully from me, and retired to her own 
apartment. —Once more, Jack, fafe, as thou feeft, — 
is thy thoufand pounds.— She fays, I am not a polite 
man—But is fhe, in the inftance before us, more po- 
lite for a lady ? 

And now, doft thou not think, that I owe my 
charmer fome revenge for her cruelty, in obliging 
fuch a fine young creature, and fo vaft a fortune, as 
Mifs Partington, to croud into a prefs-bed with her 
maid-fervant Dorcas!— Mifs Partington too (with 
tears) declaring by Mrs. Sinclair, that, would Mrs. 
Lovelace honour her at Barnet, the beft bed and beft 
room in her guardian’s houfe fhould be at her fervice. 
— Thinkeft thou,’ that I could not guefs at her dif- 
honourable fears of me!— That fhe apprehended, 
that the fuppofed ba/band would endeavour to take 
pofleffion of bis own ? — And that Mifs Partington 
would be willing to contribute to fuch a piece of 
juftice ? | 

Thus, then, thou both remindeft, and defieft me, 
charmer !— And fince thou relieft more on thy own. 
precaution than upon my honour ; be it unto thee as 
thou apprehendeft, fairone! 

And now, Jack, let me know, what thy opinion, 
and the opinions of thy brother varlets, are of my 
Gloriana. 

I have juft now heard, that her Hannah hopes to be 
foon well enough to attend-her young lady, when in 
London. It feems the girl has had no Wher I 
mutt fend her one, out of pure love and refpect to her 
miftrefs. Who knows. but medicine may weaken 
nature, and ftrengthen the difeafe >—As her malady is 
not a fever, very likely it may do fo. — But perhaps 
her hopes are too forward. Bluftering weather in this 
month yet—- And that is bad for rheumatic com- 
plaints. | om 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXxXill. 
Mr, Loverace, Jo Joun BEtForp, E£/7; 
. Tue/day, May 2. 
JUST as Thad fealed. up the inclofed, comes a let- 
ter to my beloved, in a cover to me, directed to 
Lord M.’s. From whom, thinkeft thou ?— From 
Mrs. Howe !|— 
. And what the.contents! | 
_ How fhould I know, unlefs the dear creature had 
communicated them to me? But a very cruel letter 
I believe it is, by the effet it had upan her. The 
tears ran down her cheeks as fhe read it ; and her ca- 
lour changed feveral times. No end of her perfecu- 
tions, I think.. | 
¢ What a cruelty in her fate!’ faid the fweet la- 
menter. — * Naw the only comfort of her.life muft 
* be given up!’ a ae . 
Milfs Howe’s correfpondence, no doubt. ~ : 
But fhould fhe be fo much grieved at this? This 
correfpondence was prohibited before, and that, to the 
daughter, in the ftrongeft terms: But yet carrfed on 
by doth: Altho’ a brace of impeéccables, and pleafe 
ye. .Could they expect, that a mother would not 
vindicate her authority ?— And finding her prohibition 
ineffectual with her perverfe daughter, was it not rea- 
fonable to fuppofe fhe would try what effeét it would: 
have upon her daughter’s friend ? — And now I be- 
lieve the end will be effectually anfwer'd: For my 
aa I dare‘fay, will make a point of confcience 
or it. es 
_I hate cruelty, efpecially in women; and fhould 
have been more concerned for this inftance of it in 
Mrs. Howe, had.I not had a ftronger inftance of the 
fame in my beloved to Mifs Partington ; for how did 
fhe know,, fince fhe was fo much afraid for herfelf, 
‘ Q4 whom 
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whom Dorcas might let in to that innocent and lefs 
watchful young lady? But neverthelefs I muft needs 
own, that lam not very forry for this prohibition, let 
. It originally come from the Harlowes, or from whom 
it will ; becaufe I make no doubt, that it is owing to 
Mifs Howe, ina great meafure, that my beloved is 
fo much upon her guard, and thinks fo hardly of me. 
And who can tell, as charaéters here are fo tender, 
and fome difguifes fo fimfy, what confequences might 
follow this undutiful correfpondence ? — I fay, there- 
fore, I am not forry for it: Now will fhe have no- 
body to compare notes with: No-body to alarm her : 
And I may be faved the guilt and difobligation of. in- 
_ f{peCting into a correfpondence that has long made me 
uneafy. 

How every thing works for me ! — Why will this 
charming creature make fuch contrivances neceflary, 
as will increafe ny trouble, and my guilt too, as:fome 
would account it? But why, rather I would-afk, will 
fhe fight againft her ftars ?— : = 


LETTER LXxIv. 
Mr. Betrorp, To Ropert Loverace, E/7; 
Edgware, Tuefday-night, May 2, 
VV Iehout ftaying for the promifed letter from you 
| to inform us what the lady fays of us, I write to 
tell you, That we are all of one opinion with regard 
to her ; which is, that there is not of her age a finer 
lady in the world, as to her underftanding. As for 
her perfon, fhe is at the age of bloom,’ and an admir- 
able creature; aperfect beauty: But this poorer praife 
a man can hardly defcend to give, who has been ho- 
nour’d with her converfation; and yet fhe was 
brought amongft us againft her will. : 

Permit me, dear Lovelace, to be a means of faving 
this excellent creature from the dangers fhe hourly 
runs from the moft plotting heart in the world. In 
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a former, I pleaded your own family, Lord M.’s 
wifhes particularly; and then I had not feen her: 
But now, I join her fake, honour’s fake, motives of 
juftice, generofity, gratitude, and humanity, which 
are all concern’d in the prefervation of fo fine a crea- 
ture.— Thou knoweft not the anguifh I fhould have 
had (whence arifing, I cannot devife), had I not 
known before I fet out this morning, that the in- 
comparable creature had difappointed thee in thy 
-‘curfed view of getting her to admit the fpecious Par- 
Basten for a bedfellow ! % 
There is fomething fo awful, and yet fo fweet, in 
this lady’s afpect [I have done nothing but talk of her 
ever fince I faw her], that were I to have the Virtues 
and the Graces all drawn in one piece, they fhould be 
taken, every one of them, from different airs and at- 
‘titudes in her. She was. born to adorn the age fhe 
was given to, and would be an ornament to the firft 
dignity. What a piercing, yet gentle eye, every 
lance, I thought, mingled with love and fear of you: 
hat a fweet fmile darting through the cloud that 
overfpread her fair face ; demonftrating, that fhe had 
more apprehenfions and grief at her heart, than fhe 
cared to exprefs ! | | 
~ ‘You may think what I am going to write too 
flighty ; but, by my faith, I have conceived fuch a 
profound reverence for her fenfe and judgment, that, 
far from thinking the man excufable who fhould 
treat her bafely, “I am ready to regret that fuch an 
angel. of a lady fhould even marry. She is, in my 
eye, all mind: And were fhe to meet with a man 
all mind likewife, why fhould the charming qualities 
fhe is miftrefs of, be endangered ? Why fhould fuch 
-an angel be plunged fo Iow as into the vulgar offices 
of domettic life? Were fhe mine, Ifhould hardly with 
to fee her a mother, unlefs there were:a kind. of mo- 
ral certainty, that minds like hers could be propagated. 
For why, in fhort, fhould not the work of bodies be 
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left to mere bodies? I know, that you yourfelf have 
an opinion of this lady little lefs exalted than mine. 
Belton, Mowbray, Tourville, are all of my mind ; are 
full of her praifes ; and fwear, it would be a million 
of pities to ruin a lady, in whofe fall none but devils 
can rejoice. 
' ‘What muff that merit and excellence be, that can 
extort this from us, free livers, like yourfelf, and all 
of us your partial friends, who have joined with 
you in your juft refentments againft the reft of her 
' family, and offered our affiftance to execute your ven- 
ecance on them? But we cannot think it reafonable, 
that-you fhould punifh an innocent lady, who loves you 
fo well; and who is in your protection, and has fuf- 
fered fo much for you, for the faults of her relations. 
And here, let me put a ferious queftion, or two. 
Thinkeft thou, truly admirable as this lady is, that 
the end thou propofeft to thyfelf, if obtained, is an- 
fwerable to the means, to the trouble thou giveft thy- 
felf, and the perfidies, tricks, ftratagems, and con- 
trivances thou haft already been guilty of, and ftill 
meditateft ? In every real excellence fhe furpaffés all - 
her fex. But in the article thou feekeft to fubdue her 
for, a mere fenfualift of her fex, a Partington, a 
Horton, a Martin, would make a fénfualift a thou- 
fand times happier than fhe either will or can. 


Sweet are the joys that come with willingnefs. 


And wouldft thou make herunhappy for her whole life, 

and thyfelf not happy for afirgle moment? _ - 
Hitherto, it is not too late ; and that, perhaps, is as 
much as can be faid, if thou meaneft to preferve her 
efteem and good opinion, as well as perfon; for I think 
it is impoffible fhe can get out of thy hands, now fhe 
is in this curfed houfe: O that damn’d hypocritical 
Sinclair, as thou ealleft her! How was it poffible fhe _ 
fhould behave fo fpecioufly as fhe did, all the time the 
lady flaid with us! Be honeft, and marry ; and be 
| thank- 


_ yefpects the difference as to the joys to be given by 
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thankful, that the will condefcend to have thee. If 
thou doft not, thou’lt be the worft of men; and will 
be condemned in this world and the next: As I am 
fure thou oughteft, and fhouldeft too, wert thou to be 
judged by one, who never before was fo much touched, 
ina woman’s favour : And. whom thou knoweft to be 

Thy partial friend, 


J. BeLForp. 


Our companions confented, that I fhould withdraw 
to write to the above effe€t. ‘They can make 
nothing of the characters we write in; fo I read 
this to them; and they approve of it ; and of theix. 
own motion each man would fet his name to it. 
I would not delay fending it, for fear of fome 
deteftable {cheme taking place. 

_ THOMAS BELTON. 
RicHARD MowsrRay. 
os JAMEs TouRvILLe. 

Juft now are brought me both thine. I vary not 
my opinion, nor forbear my earneft prayers to 


thee in her behalf, notwithftanding her diflike 
of me. | a 
LETTER. LXXVy. 
Mr, LoveLace, Yo Joun BetFrorp, E/q; ° 
 Wednefday, May 3. | 
W HEN I have already taken pains to acquaint thee 


in full with my views, defigns, and refolutions, 
with regard to this admirable creature, it is very ex- 


_ traordinary, that thou fhouldft vapour as thou doft, 


in her behalf, when I have made no trial, no attempt : 
And’ yet, giveft it as thy opinion in a former letter, 
that advantage may be taken of the fituation the is in; 
and that fhe may be overcome. , 
Moft of thy reflelions, particularly that, - which 
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the Virtuous and the Libertine of the fex, are fitter to 
come in as after-refleCtions, than as antecedenctes. 

I own with thee, and with the poet, That fweet are 
the joys that come with willingne{s —But is it to be ex- 
pected, that a woman of education, and a lover of 
forms, will yield before fhe is attacked ?—And have I 
fo much as fummon’d This to furrender '— I doubt 
not but I fhall meet with difficulty... I muft therefore 
make my firft effort by furprize.—There may pofibly 
be fome cruelty neceflary. But there may be confent 
in ftruggle; there may be yielding in refiftance : But 
the firft conflict over, whether the following may not 

be weaker and weaker, till wllingne/s follow, 1s the 
point to be try’d.—I will illuftrate what I have faid by 
the fimile of .a bird new-caught. We begin with 
birds, as boys, and, as men, go en to ladies ; and both. 

perhaps, in turns, experience our {portive cruelty. 
Haft thou net ebferved the charming gradations,. 
‘by which the infnared volatile has. been brought to. 
bear with its new condition? How at firft, refufing 
all fuftenance, it beats and bruifes itfelf- againft. its 
wires, till it makes its gay plumage fly about, and. 
overfpread its well-fecured cage. Now it gets out 
its head ; fticking only at its beautiful fhoulders :. 
Then, with difficulty, drawing back its head, it gafps. 
for breath, and. erectedly perched, with meditating 
eyes, firft furveys,.and: then attempts, its wired.¢ano-. 
py. As it gets breath, with renew’d rage, it beats. 
and bruifes again its pretty head and fides, bites the 
wires, and’ pecks at the fingers of its.delighted tamer. 
“Till at laft, finding its efforts ineffectual, quite tired 
and breathilefs, it lays itfelf down, and pants at the 
hottom of the cage, féeming to bemoan its.cruel fate 
and forfeited liberty. And after. a féw days, its ftruggles. 
‘va efcape ftill diminifhing, as it finds it to no purpofe 
to attempt it, its new habitation. becomes familiar ; 
and it hops about from perch to perch, refumes its 
wonted: 
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wonted chearfulnefs, and every day fings a fong to 
amufe itfelf, and reward its keeper. 3 

Now, let me tell thee, that I have known a bird 
aCtually ftarve itfelf, and die with grief, at its being 
caught and caged —But never did I meet with a ce 
who was fo filly.— Yet have I heard the dear fouls mo 
vehemently threaten their own lives on fuch an occa- 
fion. But it is faying nothing in a woman’s favour, 
if we do not allow her to have more fenfe than a 
bird. And yet we muft all own, that it is more diffi- 
cult to catch a bird than a lady. 

And now, Belford, were I to go no further, how 
fhall I know whether this fweet bird may not be 
brought to fing me a fine fong, and, in time, to be as - 
well contented with her condition as I have brought 
other birds to be ; fome of them very fhy ones ? 

But I guefs at thy principal motive in this thy ear- 
neftnefs in behalf of this charming creature. I know 
that thou correfpondeft with Lord M. who is impa- 
tient, and long has been defirous, to fee me fhackled. 
And thou wanteft to build up a merit with that noble 
podagra-man, with a view to one of his nieces. But 
knoweft thou not, that my confent will be wanting to 
complete it ’—And what a commendation will it be 
of thee to. fuch a girl as Charlotte, when I fhall ac- 
quaint her with the affront thou putteft upon the 
whole fex, by afking, whether I think my reward, 
when I have fubdued the moft charming woman in 
the world, will be equal to my trouble ’—Which, 
thinkeft thou, a woman of fpirit will fooneft forgive, 
the undervaluing varlet who can put fuch a queftion; 
or him, who prefers the purfuit and conquett of a fine 
woman to all the joys of life ?—Have I not know 
even a virtuous woman, as fie would be thought, 
vow everlafting antipathy to a man, who gave out, 
that-fhe was too old for him to attempt ? . 

But another word or two, as to thy objection re- 


Does 
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_ Eating to my trouble and my reward. 
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Does not the keen foxhunter endanger his neck and 
his bones in purfuit of a vermin, which, when killed, 
is neither fit food for men nor dogs? 

Do not the hunters of the nobler game value the 
venifon lefs than the fport? — | 
Why then fhould I be reflected upon, and the Sex 
affronted, for my patience and perfeverance in the 
moft noble of all chaces; and for not being a poacher 

in love, as thy queftion may be made to imply? 

Learn of thy mafter, for the future, to treat more 
refpectfully a fex that yields us our principal diverfions 
and delights. : 

Proceed anon. 


LETTER LXXVI. 


Mr. Lovetace ; In Continuation. 
W ELL fay’ft thou, that mine is the mo/f plotting 


heart in the world. Thou doft me honour ; 
and I thank thee heartily. Thou art no bad judge. 
How like Boileau’s parfon, I ftrut behind my double - 
chin! Am TI not obliged to deferve thy compliment ? 
—And wouldft thou have me repent of a murder be- 
fore I have committed it f 
_ The Virtues and Graces are this Lady’s handmaids. 
© She was certainly born to adorn the age fhe was 
© given to.” —Well faid, Jack —* And would be an 
‘ ornament to the firft dignity." But what praife is 
that, unlefs the firft dignity were adorned with the 
firft merit ? — Dignity! gewgaw ! — Firft dignity ! 
Thou idiot ! —Art thou, who knoweft me, fo taken 
with ermine and tinfel ?—I, who have won the gold, 
am only fitto wear it. For the future therefore cor- 
rect thy ftile, and proclaim her the ornament of the 
happieft man, and (refpecting herfelf and Sex) the 
greateft conqueror in the world. | 

Then, that fhe loves me, as thou imagineft, b 

no means appears clear to me. — Her conditional of. 


fers 
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fers to renounce me; the little confidence fhe places - 
in me; intitle me to afk, What merit can fhe have 
with aman, who won her in fpight of herfelf; and 
who fairly, in fet and obftinate battle, took her pri- 
foner? | 

As to what thou inferreft from her eye when with 
us, thou knoweft nothing of her heart from that, if 
thou imagineft, there was one glance of love fhot 
from it. Well did I note her eye, and plainly did I 
fee, that it was all but juft civil difguft to me and to 
the company I had brought her into. Her early re- 
tiring that night againft all ee might have con- 
vinced thee, that there was very little of the gentle in 
her heart for me. And hereye never knew what it 
was to contradict her heart. 

She is thou fayeft, All mind. SofayI. But why 
fhouldft thou imagine, that fuch a mind as hers, 
meeting with fuch a one as mine; and, to dwell 
upon the word, meeting with an inclination in hers 
to meet, fhould not propagate minds like her own? 

No doubt of it, as thou fayeft, The devils would 
rejoice in the fall of fuch alady. But this is my con- 
fidence, that I fhall have it in my power to marry 
when I will. And if I do her this juftice, fhall I not 
have a claim to her gratitude? And will fhe not 
think herfelf the Obliged, rather than the Obliger ? 
Then, let me tell thee, Belford, it is impoffible fo 
far to hurt the morals of this lady, as thou and thy 
brother-varlets have hurt others of the Sex, who now 
are cafting about the town firebrands and double 
death.— Take ye that thiftle to mumble upon. 

You will, perhaps, tell me, that among all the 
objects of your refpective attempts, there was not one 
of the rank and merit of my charming Mifs Harlowe, 

But Ict me afk, Has it not been a conftant maxim 
with us, that the greater the merit on the woman’s 
fide, the nobler the victory on the man’s ?— And as 
to rank, fenfe of honour, fenfe of fhame, pride of fa- 
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mily, may make rifled rank get up, and fhake itfelf to 
rights: And if any thing come of it, fuch a one may 
fuffer only in her pride, .by being obliged to take up 
with a fecond-rate match inftead of a firft; and, 
as it may fall out, be the happier, as well as the more 
ufeful, for the mifadventure ; fince (taken off of her 
public gaddings, and domefficated by her difgrace) fhe 
will have reafon to think herfelf obliged to the man 
who has faved her from further reproach; while ber 
fortune and alliance will lay an obligation upon him; 
and her paft fall, if fhe have prudence and confciouf- 
nefs, will be his prefent and future fecurity. 

But a poor girl; fuch aone as my Rofobud for in- 
ftance ; having no recalls from education—Being 
‘driven out of every family that pretends to reputation ; 
perfecuted moft perhaps by fuch as have only kept 
their fecret better ; and having no refuge to fly to— 
The common, the ftews, the ftreet, is the fate of fuch 
a poor wretch; penury, want, and difeafe, her fure 
attendants; and an untimely end perhaps clofes the 
miferable fcene. | 

And will ye not now all join to fay, that it is 
more manly to attack a lion than a fheep ? — Thou 
knoweft, that I always illuftrated my eaglefhip, by 
aiming at the nobleft quarries ; and by difdaining to. 
make a ftoup at wrens, phil-tits, and wagtails. ; 

The worft, refpecting myfelf, in the cafe before 
me, is, that my triumph, when completed, will be fo 
glorious a one, that I fhall never be able to keep up. 
to it. - All my future attempts muft be poor to this. 
I fhall be as unhappy after a while, from my re- 
fletions upon this conqueft, as Don John of Auftria. 
was, in his, on the renowned. victory of Lepanto, 
when he found, that none: of his future atchigvements 
eould keep pace with his early glory.. 7 

Iam fenfible, that my pleas and my reafonings may 
be eafily an{wer’d, and perhaps juft!y cenfured ; but 
by whom cenfured? Not by anyof the Confraternity, - 

| | whofe 
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“whofe conftant courfe of life, even long before I be- 


came your general, to this hour, has juftified what 
ye now, in a fit of fqueamifhnefs, and thro’ envy, 
condemn. Having therefore vindicated myfelf and 
my intentions to You, that is all I am at prefent con- 
cerned for. ; 

Be convinced then, that I (according to our prin- 
ciples) am right, thou wrong; or, at leaft, be filent. 
But I command thee to be convinced. And in thy 
next, be fure to tell me thaf thou art. 


LETTER. LXXVI. 
Mr. Betrorp, To Ropert LoveLace, E fq. 
© . Edgware, Thurfday, May 4. 
] Know that thou art fo abandoned a man, that to 
give thee the belt reafons in the world againft‘what 
thou haft once refolved upon, will be but acting the 
madman, whom once we faw trying to buffet down 
a hurricane with his‘hat. hope, however, that the 
Lady’s merit will ftill avail her with thee. But if 
thou perfifteft; if thou wilt avenge thyfclf on this 
fweet lamb, which thou haft fingled out from a flock 
thou hateft, for the faults of the dogs who kept it: If 
thou art not to be moved by beajty, by learning, by 
prudence, by innocence, all fhining out in one charm- 
ing objet ; but fhe muft fall; fall by the man whom 
fhe has ‘chofen for her protector; I would not for a 
thoufand worlds have thy crime to anfwer for. 

Upon my faith, Lovelace, the fubjeét fticks with | 
me, notwithftanding I find I have not the honour of 
the Lady’s good opinion. And the more, when re- 
fleét upon her father’s brutal curfe, and the villainous 
hard-heartednefs of-all her family.— But, neverthelefs, 
I fhould be defirous to know (if thou wilt ahaa a 
what gradations, arts, and contrivances, thou effecte 
thy ingrateful purpofe.—And, O Lovelace, I conjure 
thee, if thou art a many. let not the fpecious ae 
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thou haft: brought her among, be fuffered to triumph 
over her ; nor make her the victim of unmanly artifices. 
If the yield to fair feduétion, ifI may fo exprefs my- 
felf ; if thou canft raife aweaknefs in her by love, or by 
arts not inhuman ; I fhall the lefs pity her. And 
fhall then conclude, that there is not a woman in the 
world who can refift a bold and refolute lover. 

A meffenger is juft now arrived from my uncle. 
The mortification, it feems, is got up to his knee ; 
and the furgeons declare, that he cannot live many 
days. He therefore fends for me directly, with thefe 
fhocking words, That I will come and clofe his eyes. 
My fervant, or hisy muft of neceffity, be in town 
every-day on his cafe, or on other affairs, and one of 
them fhall regularly attend you for any letter or com- 
mands: And it will be charity to write to me as often 
as you can. For altho’ 1 am likely to be a confider- 
able gainer by the poor man’s death, yetI can’t fay, 
that i at all Jove thefe fcenes of Death and the Do€tor 
fo near me. The Doeéfor and Death ¥ fhould. have 
faid ; for that’s the natural order; and, generally 
{peaking, the one is but the harbinger to the other. 

If therefore you decline to oblige me, I fhall think 
you are difpleafed with my freedom. But let me tell 
you at the fame time, that no man has a right tobe 


difpleafed at freedoms taken with him for faults he is _ 


not afhamed to be guilty of. . | 
a a J. BELForp, 
LETT-ER_ LXXVIIL 
Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Howe. 
J Thank you and Mr. Hickman for his letter fent 


=~ me with fuch kind expedition; and proceed to 
obey my dear menacing tyrannefs... 


. She then gives the particulars of what paffed between 
herfelf and Mr. Lovelace, on Tuefday morning, in. 
) relation 
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relation to his four friends, and to Mifs Parting- 
ton, pretty much to the fame effect as in Mr, 
Lovelace’s letter Numb. \xxii. And then pro- 
ceeds. | | 

He is conftantly accufing me of over-fcrupulouf- 
nefs. He fays, I am always out of humour with 
him. ‘That I could not have behaved more refervedly 
to Mr. Solmes: And that it is contrary to all his hopes 
and notions, that he fhould not, in fo long a time, 
find himfelf able to infpire the perfon whom he hoped 
fo foon to have the honour to call his, with the leaft 
diftinguifhing tendernefs for him beforehand. 

Silly and partial incroacher ! not to know to what 
to attribute the referve I am forced to treat him with. 
But his pride has eaten up his prudence. It is indeed 
a dirty low pride, that has {wallowed up the true pride, 
which fhould have fet him above the vanity that has 
over-run him. Have you not beheld the man, when 
I was your happy mick, as he walked to his chariot, 
looking about him, as if to obferve what eyes his fpe- 
cious perfon and air had attra€ted? But indeed we 
have feen homely coxcombs as proud as if they had 
perfons to be proud of ; at the fame time, that it was 
apparent, that the pains they took about themfelves 
but the more expofed their defects.—The man who ts 
fond of being thought more or better than he is, as I 
have often thought, but provokes a fcrutiny into his 
aah ; and that generally produces contempt. 

or pride, as I believe I have heretofore obferved, is an 
infallible fign of weaknefs; of fomething wrong in the 
head or heart. He that exalts himfelf, infults his neigh- 
bour ; who is provoked to queftion in him even that 
merit, which, were he modeft, would perhaps be al- 
lowed to be his due. 

You will fay, that lam very grave: And fo Lam. 
Mr. Lovelace is extremely funk in my opinion fince 
Monday night; Nor fee i before me any thing that 

can - 
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can afford mea pleafing hope. For what, with a mind 
fo unequal as his, can - my beft hope ? 

_ Ithink I mentioned to you, in my former, that my 
cloaths were brought me. You flutter’d me fo, that 
TI am not fure I did. But I know I defign’d it. They 
were brought me dn Thurfday ; but neither my few 
aie? with them, nor any of my books, except a 

rexelius on Eternity, the good old Praétice of Piety, 
and a Francis Spira. My brother’s wit, I fuppofe. 
He thinks he does well to point out death and defpair 
tome. I with for the one, and every now-and-then, 
am on the. brink of the other. | 

: You:will the lefs swonder at my being fo very fo- 
lemn, when, added to the above, and to my uncertain 
fituation, I tell you, that they have fent me with thefe 
books a letter from my coufin Morden, It has fet 
my heart againft Mr. Lovelace. Againft myfelf too. 
I fend it inclofed. If you pleafe, my dear, you may 
read it here. a _ 


LETTER LXXIXx. 
To Mifs CuarissA HARLOWE. 


Florence, April 13. 


A M extremely concerned to hear of a difference 

betwixt the reft of a family, fo near and dear to 
me, and You {till dearer to me than any of the reft. 

My coufin James has acquainted me with the offers 


you have had, and your refufals. I wonder not at. 


either. Such charming promifes at fo early an age, 
as when I left England ; and thofe promifes, as I have 
often heard, fo greatly exceeded, as well in your per- 
fon as mind, how much muft you be admir’d! How 

few muft there be worthy of you ! 3 
Your parents, the moft indulgent in the world, to 
achild the moft deferving, have given way, {t feems, 
to your refufals of feveral gentlemen: —- They have 
con- 
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contented themfelves at laft to name One with earne/?- 
nefs to you, becaufe of the addrefs of Another they 
cannot approve of. . 

They had not reafon, it feems, from your beha- 
viour, to think you greatly averfe ; fo they proceed- 
ed : — Perhaps too haftily for a delicacy like yours. 
But when all was fixed on their parts, and moft exe 
traordinary terms concluded in ie favour; terms, 
which abundantly fhew the gentleman’s juft value for 


you; you fly off with a warmth and vehemence little 


 fuited to that fweetnefs which gave grace to all your 
” aétions. | 


I know very little of either of the gentlemen: But 
of Mr. Lovelace I know more than of Mr. Solmes. I 
wifh I could fay, more to his advantage than I can. 
As to every qualification but ome, your brother owns 


. there is no comparifon :—But That one outweighs all 


the reft together — It cannot be thought, that Mifs 
Clariffa Harlowe will difpenfe with Morats ina 
hufband. | 

_ What, my deareft coufin, fhall I firft plead to you 
on this occafion? Your duty, your intereft, your 
temporal, and your eternal welfare, do, and may all 
depend upon this fingle point, The morality of a huf- 
band. A wife cannot always have it in her power to 
be good, or to do good, if fhe has a wicked hufband, 
as a good hufband may, if he has a bad wife. — You 


preferve all your religious regards, I underftand ;—I © 


wonder not that you do: I fhould have wonder’d, had 
you not: But what can you promife yourfelf, as to 
perfeverance in them, with an immoral hufband? 

If your parents and you differ in fentiment on this 
important occafion, let me afk you, my dear coufin, 
who ought to give way ?— I own to you, that I 
fhould have thought there could not any-where have 
been a more fuitable‘match for you, than with Mr. 
Lovelace, had he been a moral man. _I fhould have 
very little to fay againft a man, of whofe actions I 

| am 
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am not to fet up myfelf as a judge, did he not addrefs 
my coufin. But, on this occafion, let me tell you, 
my dear Clariffa, that Mr. Lovelace cannot poffibly 
deferve you. He may reform, you'll fay ; but he 
may not. Habit is not foon fhook off. Libertines, 
who are libertines in defiance of talents, of fuperior 
lights, of conviction, hardly ever reform but by mi- 
racle, or by incapacity. ell do I know my own 
fex. Well am I able to judge of the probability of 
the reformation of a licentious young man, who has 
not been faften’d upon by ficknefs, by affliGtion, by 
calamity : Who has a profperous run of fortune be- 
fore him: His fpirits high: His will uncontroulable : 
The company he keeps, perhaps fuch as himfelf, con- 
firming him in all his courfes, affifting him in all his 
enterprizes. 
_ As to the other gentleman, fuppofe, my dear cou- 
fin, you don’t like him at pre/ent, it is far from being 
unlikely, that you will hereafter: Perhaps the more, 
for not liking him zow. He can hardly fink lower in 
our opinion: He may rife. Very feldom is it, that 
high expectations are fo much as tolerably anfwered. 
How indeed can they, when a fine and extenfive ima- 
gination carries its expectation infinitely beyond 
reality, in the higheft of our fublunary enjoyments ? 
A lady adorn’d with fuch an imagination fees no de- 
fect in a favour’d object, becaufe fhe is not confcious 
of any in herfelf, till it is too late to retify the mif- 
takes occafioned by her generous credulity. 

But fuppofe a perfon of your talents were to marry 
aman of inferior talents ; who, in this cafe, can 
be fo happy in herfelf, as Mifs Clariffa Harlowe? 
What delight do you take in doing good? How hap- 


pily do you devote the feveral portions of the natural - 


day to your own improvement, and to the advantage 
of all that move within your fphere ?— And then fuch 
is your tafte, fuch are your acquirements in the po- 
liter ftudies, and in the politer amufements ; fuch 


your 


~ 
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your excellence in all the different parts of oeconomy, 
fit for a young lady’s infpection and practice,{that your 
friends would with you to be taken off, as little as pof- 
fible, by regards that might be called merely perfonal ? 

But as to what may be the apt lea refpecting 

ourfelf, refpecting a young lady of your exalted ta- 
fonts, from the preference you are fufpected to give to 
a libertine, I would have you, my dear coufin, confider 
what That may be.—A mind fo pure, to mingle with 
a mind more impure than moft of his fpecies ! Such a. 
man as This will ingrofs all your folicitudes. He 
will perpetually fill you with anxieties for him and for 
yourfelf, The divine and civil powers defied, and 
their fanctions broke thro’ by him, on every not merely 
accidental, but meditated occafion. To be agreeable 
to him, and to hope, to preferve an intereft in his af- 
fe€tions, you muft probably be obliged to abandon all 
_your own laudable purfuits. You muft enter into his 
pleafures and diftaftes: You muft give up your own 
virtuous companions for his profligate ones : Perhaps be 
forfaken by yours, becaufe of the fcandal he daily gives. 
Can you hope, coufin, with fuch a man as This, to 
be Jong fo good as you now are? — If not, confider, 
which of your prefent laudable delights you would 
choofe to give up?’——-Which of his culpable ones to 
follow him in? How could you brook to go back- 
ward, inftead of forward, in thofe duties which you 
now fo exemplarily perform? And how do you 
know, if you once give way, where you fhall be fuf- 
fer’d, where you fhall be ad/e, to ftop? 

Your brother acknowleges, that Mr. Solmes is not 
near fo agreeable in, perfon, as Mr. Lovelace. But 
what is perfox, with fuch a lady as Ihave the honour 
to be now writing to ? — He owns likewife, that he 
has not the addrefs of Mr. Lovelace: But what a 
mere perfonal advantage is ee without morals ? 
~—A lady had better take a hufband whofe manners 
fhe were to fafhion, than to find them ready-fafhion’d 


to 
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.to her hand, at the price of his-morality ; a price that. 


is often paid for travelling accomplifhments.. .O:-my 
dear coufin, were you but with us here .at-Flerence, 
or at Rome, or at Paris (where alfol refided for ma- 
ny -months), to fee the. gentlemen, whofe fuppofed 
vough Englifh manners at fetting out-are-to' be polifh’d, 
‘and what their improvements are-in their return thro’ 
the fame places, you would infinitely prefer.the man. 
in his firf? ftage, to the fame man in his /aft.. You 
jind the difference on their return: Foreign fafhions, 
foreign vices, and foreign difeafes too, often complete 
the man, and to defpife his own emt and .coun- 
trymen, himfelf ftill more defpicable, than the mo 
defpicable of thofe he defpifes : ‘Thefe too'generally 
make up, with a-mixture of an unblufhing eftrontery, 
the travelled gentleman! — et 
Mr. Lovelace, I know, deferves to have an ex- 
ception made in his favour; for he is really-a man of 


parts and learning’: He.was efteemed fo .both here 


and at Rome ; and a fine perfon, and a. generous turn 
of mind, gave him great advantages. But you need 
not be told, that a libertine man of fenfe does infi- 
nitely more mifchief, than a libertine of weak parts 
is abletodo. And this I will tell you farther, that. it 
was Mr. Lovelace’s own fault that he was not ftill 
more refpected than he was, among the Literati here. 
There were, in fhort, fome liberties; in which he in- 
dulged himfelf, that endangered his perfon and _his 
liberty ; and made the beft and moft worthy of thofe 
~ who honour’d- him with their notice, give him up ; 
- and his ftay both at Florence and at Rome fhorter than 
hedefigned, 

This is all I choofe to fay of Mr. Lovelace. I had 
~ much rather have had reafon to give him a quite con- 
_ trary character. But as to rakes or libertines in gene- 
~ yal, I, who know them well, muft be allowed, .becarfe 
: Of the mifchiefs they have always in their-hearts, and 
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“too often in their power, to do your Sex, toadd ftill 
a few more words upon this topic. | 

A Libertine, my dear coufin, a plotting, an in- 
triguing Libertine, muft be generally refnorfelefs ;—. 
Unyjuft he muft always be. The noble rule, of doing 
to others what he would have done to himfelf, is the 
firft rule he breaks; and every day he breaks it; 
the oftener, the greater his triumph. He has great 
contempt for your fex: He believes no woman chafte, 
becaufe he is a profligate: Every woman who fa- 
vours him, confirms him in his wicked incredulity. 
He is always plotting to extend the mifchiefs he de- 
lights in, If a woman loves fuch a man, how can 
fhe bear the thought of dividing her intereft in his 
affections, with half the town, and that, perhaps, the 
dregs of it ?—Then fo fenfual !—How will a young 
lady of your delicacy bear with fo fenfual a man? a 
man who makes a jeft of his vows ; and who, perhaps, 
will break your fpirit by the. moft unmanly infults. To 
be a libertine, at fetting out, all compunction, all huma- 
nity, muft be overcome. To continue to be a liber- 
tine, is to continue to be every thing vile and inhu- 
man. Prayers, tears, and the nice abject fubmif- 
fion, are but fuel to his pride: Wagering perhaps 
with lewd companions, and, not improbably, with 
lewder women, upon inftances which he boatte of to 
them of your patient fufferings and broken fpirit, and 
bringing them home to witnefs to both. I write what. 
} know has been. | 

I mention not fortunes fquander’d, eftates mortgaged 
er fold, and pofterity robb’d: Nor yet a multitude 
of other evils, too grofs, too fhocking, to be men- 
tioned to a delicacy Fike yours, | 

All thefe, my dear coufin, to be fhunn’d, all the 
evils I have named to be avoided ; the power of doing . 
all the good you have been aecuftomed to do, pre- 
ferved, nay, increafed, by the feparate provifion that 
will be made for you: Your charming diverfions, and: 
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mplary, employments.all, maintained 5, pad.enery. 
seed habit: perretated Anda by. ane fagrifiges the. 
fading pleafure of the eye: » Who would not (finée 
cuery gp is not.ta be met with tn, one anap.s.who 
Would not), tq prélerve fo many eflendals, -gite up le 
light,‘ fo unpermanent a pleafure engine (ook 
Weigh all thefg things, which I might,.infift upon 
to more advantage, did I think it needful to. one of 
your prudence: Weigh them well, my beloved coufins 
and if it be not the will of your parents that you fhould 
continue fingle, refolve to oblige them ;.and Jet it not 
be '‘faid, that the powers of fancy fhall, (as, ia many. 
others df your fex ee too hard for your-dyty.and your. 
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i ae famity fo :deak to me, it will be an unfpeak- 

able pleafure to me; and F fhall perhaps ( dlfpote my, 

affairs, asto’be near you forever, 9 

.- TPhave- written: very jong letter, and will add no. 

mofy, than het I arh, with the greatett refj peat my, 
deareft coufin, erie Gee ee ett RG ee 
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gt El Pbuk wok ORcAidinate and faithful lervant. 
one mo? a fectionate ana hbo ervant, ae 
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J wilkfuppofe, ty dear Mifs Flowe, that>you have 
read my coufin’s' Jetter:. It ts now in vain to ‘with 
it’ had come fooner. But if it had, I might.perhaps 
have: been’ fo: rfhas-to give’ Mr. Lovelice the fatal 
rieeting, as I little thought. of going off with him, - "> 
- Bat'l fhould. hardly have given him the expeé?ation: 
of fo:doing, previous to the meeting, which made. 
him come ‘prepared ; and the revocation of which he 
fo artfully made ineffeQtual. te eee, Bee 
tw Perfeguted-as 1 ‘was, and little expefting fo mich, 
condefcenfion, as my aut, to my great mattification,, 
has told me: (and you confirm) that Ifhould have met 
with, it is, however, hard to fay, what I fhould or: 
fhould not have done, as to meeting ‘him, had it come 
int tithe ¥- But: this effe@t ¥ verily’ believe it would 
have had,~—To have made me infift with all. my’ 
might, on-going over, out-of all their ways, to the 
kind writer of the inftructive letter, :and'made a fa- 
rher, a protector, as well as a friend, of 4 coufin, who’ 
ig one of my truftees. “This, circumftanced as I was; 
would havé-been a natural, at leaft an ‘unexception-’ 
able prote&tion.— But I was to be unhappy ! ‘And 
how it cuts me to the heart to think, that.I can already! 
fubfcribe-to my coufiti's charadtéer of ‘a libertind, “fo. 
well drawn in the letter which I fuppofé you’ how tt 
ave read} p22 RE LER 

: (Phat fach‘a vile ehara@er, which evei Was my’ 
abhorrence, .fhould fall td: my lot’! — But depen 
on my own frehgth ; havihg no reafon to‘appretenit 

aos. R 2 danger. 
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danger from headftrong: and: difpracefal impulfes,) 1 
+00, lite,- perhaps, caft up-mly eyes-td the: Supresrie 
‘Dire@or:. In whom, miftru@ting myflf,:-E ougbt! to 
+haye placed. my whole. confidence And the: more, 
when I faw myfelf. fo periitingly addrefied ‘by.a diab 
Of thag charatten © 5 tc 
Inexperience and prefumptiang: with the: hélp:of'a 
-brother -and differ, who have low ends: to. anfwer in 
my difgrace; have been my ruin /~+A-hard word, my 
dear! . But I repeat it upon deliberation’: Since, -let 
ithe: bef happen, which sow. can. happen, my reputd- 
tion is deftroyed 3:a Rake is my. portion: <And: what 
iD hat--portion is,-.y coun: Morden’s letter thas: ac- 
Quainted yow soe tm weneto tos hn 
pee keep it. .by-you, till called fon >I faw::t not 
myfelf (having not the heart ¢o infpeét my trunks) tifl 
this, morning. « }-would not-for the world This: ‘man 
fhould fee its becaufe it might octafion mifchief 
between the moft:violene fpirit, -and the mott fettled 
braye.one, in the-world, as my coufin’s is faid:to:bes : 
od hig detter, was intclafed: (epened) ina blank: coveri 
Scosn. and deteft-me as they: wil, 1 wonder that-one 
line was: not fent.awith it—--were-it' but to have more 
. particularly. pointed the defign of it; in the ‘fame ge- 
nerous fpirit, that fent me the Spira~— The: fealing of 
the cover wag with black wax. I:hope there’ is: no 
_ new occafion in the family to give reafon for black 
Wax, Butif:there werd) it would,: to be fure,: have 
been mention’d, and ‘laid. at my door—perhaps tod 
ST ne a ee ear ee a 
| fad begun a letter to my coufin ; -but- laid it~ by} 
becaufe of the uncertainty of my’ fituation, and expect~ 
ing everyedayy for feveral days paft, to be at a greater 
certajaty.-). You bid me- write to him, fome time ago, 
you knows -Then it was I began.it: For I:have great 
pleafure in obeying you in. all § may; Se FE aught ta 
have s:far. you ave the only frierid left me::: And mote- 
over nga generally honoes.me- with yout vada 
- - ervance 
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.fervance of the advice I take the hberty to offer you : 


or I pretend to fay, I give better advice than I have 


taken. Andfolhad:need. For, I know not how it 
comes about, but -I-am, in my own opinion, a poor 


loft creature’: And yet cannot charge myfelf with 
one criminal or faulty inclination. Do-you know, my 


dear, how This -¢an be? -: | 


Yet Bcan teil you how, I believe :+ One devious ftep 
at fetting out !—That muft be I¢:—Which purfued, 


‘has led me fo far out of my path, that I am in a -wil- 


dernefs of doubt and errors and never, never, fhall 
find my“way out of it: For; altho’ but one pace 
awry at firft, it has led me hundreds and hundreds of 
miles out of my path: And the poor eftray has not 
one kind. friend, nor has met with one diredting paf- 
Senger, to help her to recover it. - age &e 
- But 5, prefumptuous creature! muft rely fo much 


‘upon my own knowlege of the right path !—-little ap- 


prehending that an tenis fotaus with its falfe fires {and 

et.I had heard enough of fuch) would arife to mif- 
ead met<—And now, ‘in the midft of fens-and quag- 
mires, it plays: around me, and around me, throwing 
me back again, whenever I think-myfelf in the’ righe 
track.+—But there‘is one common point, ‘in which all 
fhall meet, err widely as they may. In That I thall 
be laid quietly down at Jaft :: And then will all my ca 


‘Jamities be at anend. si. | 


. But how'T ftray again; ftray from. my‘intentiont 
I would only have faid, that I had begun a letter'to 
my coufin Morden fome time ago: But that, now, 
I can never-end it. You will believe cannot: For - 
how fhall I tell him, that:all his compliments are mif- 
beftowed : That all his advice is thrown-away: All 
his. warnings vain: And that even my higheft expe@a- 
tio is to.be the wife of that free liver, whom he‘fo, 
pathetically warns me to fhun? © 0°20 021 13254 
Let me, however, have your: prayers joined with. 
my own, cay tai apenas as it Seems; -upon the 
foe ae 3 
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lips of fuch a man), ¢ That, whatever fhall be my de- 
* ftiny, That dreadful part of my father’s malediction, 
¢ That I may be punifhed by the man in whom he 
‘ fuppofes I put my confidence, may not take place ! 
‘© That This for 44. Lovelace’s own fake, and for 
* the fake of human nature, may not be !—Or, ‘if it 
‘ be neceflary, in fupport of the parental. authority, 
_*© that I fhould be punifhed by 4:7, that it may not be 
‘ by his premeditated or wilful bafenefs ;. but that I 
“© may be able to.acquit his intention,if net his action # 
Otherwife, my fault will appear to be-doubled in the 
eye of the event-judging world.: .And yet, methinks, 
I would be glad, that the unkindnefs .of -my father 
and. uncles, whofe hearts have alryady been too much 
"wounded by my error, may be jultity’d in every ar- 
ticle, excepting in this heavy curfe: And that my 
father will be pleafed to withdraw That, before it be 
generally known, at leaft that moft dreadful part of it, 
which regards futurity | | 
I muft lay down my. pen : I muft brood over thefe 
‘reficGtions : Once more, ‘before I inclofe my coufin’s 
i I will perufe it: And then I thall ‘have it by 
eart. 7 i 
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